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Supporting English Learners

Support students’ 

understanding of concepts  

and vocabulary.

 ● Help students understand 

the concept of bees and 

pollination and of starting a 

small business. 

 ● Support students’ 

understanding of the 

following words and 

phrases: success, local, 

passion, workshops, 

business fair, pollen, 

beekeepers, pollinate, 

beehives. 

Supporting English Learners

Help students read fluently.

 ● As you say the words with 

students, point out the 

syllable in each word where 

the stress falls. If needed, 

echo-read the words with 

students. 

 ● Provide students with 

opportunities to hear 

themselves read syllables.

Prompting  

Guide, Part 1

Refer to pages 12 

and 13 as needed

Introducing the Text 

Consider the strengths and needs of your readers and the demands of the text as you cra

introduction. The following bulleted items provide an example of one way to introduce the book

introduction should be interactive and should allow time for students to respond (indicat

■■ Do you think a little girl could create a business? Look at the cover of this book. That’s M

You’ll be amazed at what she did. The title of this book is A Sweet Success: The Story

It was written by Cheryl Block. That’s Mikaila holding a lemon. What do you think the lemon migh

have to do with her success?

■■ Look at the table of contents and read the section titles. What do you think you will learn fr

book? h Read the back cover. What does Mikaila want to do? h She really wants to help bees, and she

found a great way to do it. 

■■ Turn to pages 2 and 3. What do you notice in the picture Mikaila drew? h The writer

story “begins with two bee stings.” Has anyone been stung by a bee? h After being s

afraid of bees. Her parents thought she would be less afraid of bees if she learned mor

Do you think this was a good idea?

■■ Let’s look at page 5. Many plants can’t grow fruits or vegetables without something c

Find pollen on page 5. Run your finger under the word and clap it. What’s pollen?

what a word means, you can keep reading to find out. Read the next sentence. The writ

what pollen is. Now, look at the diagram. Find the word pollinate. This is an action w

pollen is moved from one plant to another by bees. What else does this diagram sho

■■ Look at the photographs on pages 6 and 7 and read the captions. Look at that old c

is Cookery Recipes. That cookbook came from Mikaila’s great-grandmother. It gav

her business. 

■■ Turn to pages 8 and 9. The pictures on page 9 show Mikaila when she first start

writer says, “Mikaila’s parents had helped her to enter a children’s business fair

fair? h A business fair is an event for different people to tell about their business ideas or

This business fair was especially for children. How do you think four-year-old M

at the business fair? h Read the last sentence on page 9. Talk about why you think

words “sweet success” here. 

■■ Return to the beginning of the book. Read to find out how Mikaila built a business b

honeybees. As you read, think about what kind of person Mikaila is and how her

in helping her. 

Reading the Text

Students will be reading silently, but you may want to sample the oral reading o

or students. 

■■ If a student struggles to solve multisyllable words, demonstrate how to br

syllables. Prompt with Do you see a part you know? 

■■ Remind the student to check on herself as she reads long stretches of text. 

yourself to be sure it makes sense, sounds right, and looks right. Prompt 

Can you find it?
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What is Guided Reading? 

During guided reading, students in a small group setting 

individually read a text that you have selected. You provide 

teaching across the lesson to support students in building 

in-the-head networks of strategic actions for processing 

increasingly challenging texts.

AS AN INSTRUCTIONAL CONTEXT, 

GUIDED READING:

• Supports readers in expanding their literacy 

processing system

• Provides a context for responsive teaching (or 

differentiated instruction)

• Allows students to engage with a rich variety of texts

• Helps students learn to think like proficient readers

• Enables students to read more challenging texts with 

teacher support

• Groups similar leveled readers for an impactful 

approach

A Swe
The Story of Mikaila Ulmer

ABOUT GUIDED READING
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Prompting  

Guide, Part 2

Refer to pages 35–36 

and 40–42 as needed

Prompting  

Guide, Part 1

Refer to page 7  

as needed

Prompting  

Guide, Part 2

Refer to pages 

25, 36, and 42 as 

needed

Supporting English Learners

Support students’ discussion of 

the book.

 ● Model answering several 

questions. 

 ● Encourage students’ 

participation. Do bees need 

help because they are dying all 

over the world? 

 ● Provide an oral sentence 

frame, such as Bees need help 

because ___. 

Discussing and Revisiting the Text 

Engage all group members in sharing their responses to the book. Encourage them to listen and 

respond to each other’s thinking during the discussion.

■■ Invite students to share their thinking about A Sweet Success: The Story of Mikaila Ulmer.

■■ To encourage discussion, you may want to select from the following questions/prompts or refer to 

Prompting Guide, Part 2:

• What do you think about the title A Sweet Success? Let’s talk about what the title means.

• Within Mikaila’s story, the writer gives information about bees. Talk about why bees need help 

and why they are so important. Find the pages that give information about bees. What does 

the diagram on page 5 tell you? What about the maps on pages 12 and 13?

• Talk more about the important roles Mikaila’s family plays in her sweet success.

• What is the lesson in Mikaila’s story? Mikaila’s business is very special. Talk about what makes 

it different from other businesses you know about.

• This book is nonfiction, but it tells a story. Which parts of the book help you know it is true? 

Talk about the way the ideas and events are organized like a story. Encourage students to 

share the key events in the order they happened.

■■ Continue the discussion, guiding students toward the key understandings and the main messages of 

the text. Some key understandings students may express: 

Thinking Within the Text 
Thinking Beyond the Text 

Thinking About the Text 

 ● Mikaila was afraid of bees after she was 

stung. Her parents taught her about bees to 

help her not to be afraid.

 ● Mikaila learned that bees pollinate the food 

we eat, and bees needed help.

 ● Mikaila decided she would help and sold 

lemonade sweetened with honey. She was 

only four years old.

 ● Mikaila’s business grew. Now she sends bees 

to needy families around the world.

 ● Mikaila is older and speaks at schools and 

business conferences.

 ◆ The business success that Mikaila has is 

“sweet” because she did such a good job 

and because the honey in the lemonade 

tastes sweet.

 ◆ Mikaila’s business is special because she 

started it at age four and now her business 

focuses on helping bees and helping people.

 ◆ Mikaila’s entire family works together at the 

business. 

 ■ The photographs show Mikaila and her 

family and make the story interesting.

 ■ The photographs give information about 

beekeeping by showing bees and people 

working with bees.

 ■ The book has a beginning, middle, and end 

and is organized in time order.

 ■ The book gives information in a diagram, 

pictures, captions, and maps.

MESSAGES Everyone—no matter how young—can be really helpful. Success is not just about money, but 

about giving back and helping people in need. 

Teaching Point 

Select a teaching point that will be most helpful to your group of readers. If it’s appropriate, use the 

suggestion below, which supports thinking about the text.

Analyzing: Photographs and Graphics

■■ Writers use pictures and graphics to add ideas and information to a book. Turn to pages 4 and 5. 

Look at the picture on page 4 and read the caption. The caption tells you about the picture. Now, read 

“What Mikaila Learned” on page 5. Look at the diagram. It tells about the “many plants” that would 

not grow without bees. How does this diagram help you better understand the ideas in the writing? In 

your own words, explain this diagram to a friend.

■■ Have students turn to pages 12 and 13 and talk about the information and ideas the photographs and 

maps add to the text. Without the photo of beehives, you would have to imagine what they look like. 

Does anything about beehives surprise you?
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THE MOST TRUSTED RESOURCE FOR 

LEVELED BOOKS

• 1300 authentic, original titles that 

span text levels A–Z 

• 1300 accompanying lesson folders 

• Each book has been carefully 

written by a diverse group of 

talented authors to match the text 

characteristics underlying the F&P 

Text Level Gradient™

• Guided Reading is but one context 

of a cohesive literacy system 

that makes up Fountas & Pinnell 

Classroom™

• Links directly to The Literacy 

Continuum, which serves as a 

roadmap for literacy acquisition in 

children over time

   

Why Fountas & 

Pinnell Classroom™ 

Guided Reading? 
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Prompting  
Guide, Part 2

Refer to pages 35–36 
and 40–42 as needed

Prompting  
Guide, Part 1

Refer to page 7  
as needed

Prompting  
Guide, Part 2

Refer to pages 
25, 36, and 42 as 
needed

Supporting English Learners

Support students’ discussion of 

the book.

 ● Model answering several 

questions. 

 ● Encourage students’ 

participation. Do bees need 

help because they are dying all 

over the world? 

 ● Provide an oral sentence 

frame, such as Bees need help 

because ___. 

Discussing and Revisiting the Text 
Engage all group members in sharing their responses to the book. Encourage them to listen and 

respond to each other’s thinking during the discussion.

■■ Invite students to share their thinking about A Sweet Success: The Story of Mikaila Ulmer.

■■ To encourage discussion, you may want to select from the following questions/prompts or refer to 

Prompting Guide, Part 2:

• What do you think about the title A Sweet Success? Let’s talk about what the title means.

• Within Mikaila’s story, the writer gives information about bees. Talk about why bees need help 

and why they are so important. Find the pages that give information about bees. What does 

the diagram on page 5 tell you? What about the maps on pages 12 and 13?

• Talk more about the important roles Mikaila’s family plays in her sweet success.

• What is the lesson in Mikaila’s story? Mikaila’s business is very special. Talk about what makes 

it different from other businesses you know about.

• This book is nonfiction, but it tells a story. Which parts of the book help you know it is true? 

Talk about the way the ideas and events are organized like a story. Encourage students to 

share the key events in the order they happened.

■■ Continue the discussion, guiding students toward the key understandings and the main messages of 

the text. Some key understandings students may express: 

Thinking Within the Text Thinking Beyond the Text Thinking About the Text 

 ● Mikaila was afraid of bees after she was 
stung. Her parents taught her about bees to 
help her not to be afraid.

 ● Mikaila learned that bees pollinate the food 
we eat, and bees needed help.

 ● Mikaila decided she would help and sold 
lemonade sweetened with honey. She was 
only four years old.

 ● Mikaila’s business grew. Now she sends bees 
to needy families around the world.

 ● Mikaila is older and speaks at schools and 
business conferences.

 ◆ The business success that Mikaila has is 
“sweet” because she did such a good job 
and because the honey in the lemonade 
tastes sweet.

 ◆ Mikaila’s business is special because she 
started it at age four and now her business 
focuses on helping bees and helping people.

 ◆ Mikaila’s entire family works together at the 
business. 

 ■ The photographs show Mikaila and her 
family and make the story interesting.

 ■ The photographs give information about 
beekeeping by showing bees and people 
working with bees.

 ■ The book has a beginning, middle, and end 
and is organized in time order.

 ■ The book gives information in a diagram, 
pictures, captions, and maps.

MESSAGES Everyone—no matter how young—can be really helpful. Success is not just about money, but 

about giving back and helping people in need. 

Teaching Point 
Select a teaching point that will be most helpful to your group of readers. If it’s appropriate, use the 

suggestion below, which supports thinking about the text.

Analyzing: Photographs and Graphics

■■ Writers use pictures and graphics to add ideas and information to a book. Turn to pages 4 and 5. 

Look at the picture on page 4 and read the caption. The caption tells you about the picture. Now, read 

“What Mikaila Learned” on page 5. Look at the diagram. It tells about the “many plants” that would 

not grow without bees. How does this diagram help you better understand the ideas in the writing? In 

your own words, explain this diagram to a friend.

■■ Have students turn to pages 12 and 13 and talk about the information and ideas the photographs and 

maps add to the text. Without the photo of beehives, you would have to imagine what they look like. 

Does anything about beehives surprise you?
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• A Sweet Success: The Story of Mikaila 

Ulmer, Level O

Visit resources.fountasandpinnell.com 

to download online resources to support 

this lesson, including:

• Recording Form 

Book  A Sweet Success: The 

Story of Mikaila Ulmer

Level  O

Author  Cheryl Block

Genre  Nonfiction/Narrative

Goals
Think about the readers and the behaviors and understandings to notice, teach for,  

and support at Level O in The Fountas & Pinnell Literacy Continuum. Select goals that 

match the needs of your students. The following may be appropriate.

Reading

■■ Search for information in a variety 

of graphics (photos, captions, 

diagram, maps).

■■ Monitor consistently across long 

stretches of text.

■■ Solve multisyllable words by 

taking them apart using syllables.

■■ Read with phrasing and 

intonation. 

■■ Understand and acquire 

content-specific words that 

require strategic actions (pollen, 

pollinate, business fair). 

■■ Think analytically about the 

significance of a title. 

■■ Notice how the writer uses 

graphics to convey information 

that complements the body of 

the text. 

■■ Access background knowledge to 

understand description.

■■ Infer the larger message of the 

text, that success is not just about 

money, but about giving back and 

helping people in need.

Word Work

■■ Break apart words with suffixes.

Writing About Reading

■■ Notice content from the text that 

begins to reflect understanding 

of the physical and social world 

(science).

Analysis of Book Characteristics A Sweet Success: The Story of Mikaila 

Ulmer, Level O 

How The Book Works This narrative nonfiction is organized chronologically and features a table of contents, 

section headings, photographs, labels, captions, a diagram, and sidebars. At the age of four, Mikaila Ulmer started a 

lemonade business that has grown to help bees and people around the world.

Genre/Form

■■ Nonfiction

■■ Narrative

Text Structure

■■ Underlying structural patterns 

(narrative, cause and effect, 

problem and solution)

■■ Book divided into sections

Content

■■ Some content that requires 

accessing prior knowledge 

(behavior of honeybees)

Themes and Ideas

■■ Deeper meaning applicable to 

important human problems 

(world poverty and hunger, 

protecting the environment and 

wildlife)

Language and Literary 

Features

■■ Language that speaks directly to 

the reader (You can see that she 

wasn’t feeling very happy.)

■■ Figurative language (“When 

life sends you lemons, make 

lemonade.”)

Sentence Complexity

■■ Variation in sentence length and 

structure

■■ Sentences beginning with phrases 

or subordinate clauses (On the 

day of the business fair, Mikaila 

opened her lemonade stand.)

Vocabulary

■■ New vocabulary that requires 

strategic action to understand 

(business, local, beekeepers, 

crops, pollinate, recipe)

Words

■■ Contractions and possessives (it’s, 

Mikaila’s, wouldn’t, children’s) 

■■ Compound words (beekeepers, 

honeybees)

Illustrations

■■ A range of graphics that add 

information and support the 

readers’ interpretation of the text 

(photographs with captions and 

labels, maps, diagram)

Book and Print Features

■■ Print placed in graphics that 

provide important information

■■ Table of contents and headings

■■ Author’s note

■■ Full range of punctuation

1© 2019 by Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell from Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann. All rights reserved.
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MAKING GREAT BOOKS 

Check out the evolution of a Guided 

Reading book, from start to finish.

www.fountasandpinnell.com/fpc/evolution/guidedreading

RETURN            TO CONTENTS

Scan or Click

https://www.fountasandpinnell.com/fpc/evolution/guidedreading
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A Firm Foundation

The Fountas & Pinnell Literacy Continuum  
Expanded Edition

The Fountas & Pinnell Literacy Continuum and the F&P Text Level 

Gradient™ are foundations of Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™. The specific 

text demands, competencies, and behaviors to teach for and reinforce 

(at each grade level and text level) inform and inhabit Fountas & Pinnell 

Classroom™.
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Readers at Level J

At level J, readers process a variety of texts, including short informational texts on familiar topics, short fiction 

texts, and longer illustrated narratives that have short chapters. They learn new content from informational texts 

and search for information in a variety of graphics. They adjust their reading strategies to process a range of 

fiction texts and informational texts including simple biographies. Readers are able to discuss the attributes and 

motives of characters and, where appropriate, the setting in which the action takes place. At level J there is only 

minimal character development. Readers process an increased number of longer and more complex sentences 

(those with more than fifteen words containing prepositional phrases, adjectives, adverbs, clauses, and both 

compound and complex sentences). Readers are able to automatically recognize a large number of words, and 

they can quickly apply word-solving strategies to multisyllable words with inflectional endings and suffixes. 

They can read a wide range of plurals, contractions, and possessives. In oral reading, they reflect appropriate 

rate, word stress, intonation, phrasing, and pausing (recognizing and using a range of punctuation). They read 

silently during independent reading and during individual reading opportunities during guided reading lessons. 

Readers continue to develop awareness of the characteristics of genres and can discuss them; they use academic 

language to talk about fiction and nonfiction texts.

Selecting Texts Characteristics of Texts at Level J

 Genre

�f fiction

�� Realisticfiction
�� Traditionalliterature(folktale,fairytale,
fable)
�� Animalfantasy

�fnonfiction

�� Expositorynonfiction
�� Narrativenonfiction
�� Somesimplebiographiesonfamiliar
subjects
�� Proceduraltexts

Forms

�� Someseriesbooks
�� Picturebooks
�� Beginningchapterbookswithillustrations
�� Simpleplays
�� Readers’theaterscripts
�� Letters,journalentries

TexT STrucTure

�� Narrativetextswithstraightforwardstructure
(beginning,seriesofepisodes,andan
ending)
�� Narrativetextswithmultipleepisodes,with
episodesthatmaybemoreelaborate,and
withlessrepetitionofsimilarepisodes

�� Somebookswithveryshortchapters,each
withnarrativestructure
�� Someembeddedforms(e.g.,letters,
directions)withinnarrativeandexpository
structures
�� Variationinnarrative:e.g.,cumulativetales,
circularstories
�� Somebookswithchaptersconnectedtoa
singleplot
�� Nonfictionbooksdividedintosections
�� Underlyingstructuralpatterns:description,
temporalsequence,chronologicalsequence,
questionandanswer(nonfiction)

conTenT

�� Contentinterestingtoandrelevantfor
youngreaders
�� Familiarcontent:e.g.,familyandhome,
play,pets,animals,school,food,community,
friends,dailyactivities,thehumanbody,
weather,seasons,transportation,machines
�� Moderatelevelofsupportprovidedby
pictureinformation
�� Morecontentthatgoesbeyondstudents’
immediateexperience:e.g.,different
environmentsandcommunities,animalsof
theworld

�� Somestorieswithcontentfamiliarto
studentsthroughpriorexperienceswith
storytelling,media,andhearingbooksread:
e.g.,folktalesandfantasy
�� Somecontentthatrequiresaccessingprior
knowledge

ThemeS and IdeaS

�� Concretethemesclosetostudents’
experience:e.g.,imagination,courage,
fears,friendship,familyrelationships,self,
home,nature,growing,behavior,
community,firstresponsibilities,diversity,
belonging,peerrelationships,feelings
�� Clear,simpleideaseasytoidentifyand
understand
�� Ideasclosetostudents’experience:e.g.,
sharingwithothers,caringforothers,doing
yourjob,helpingyourfamily,takingcareof
self,stayinghealthy,caringforyourworld,
empathizingwithothers,problemsolving,
valuingdifferences,expressingfeelings

LanGuaGe and LITerary 

FeaTureS

�� Sometextswithsettingsthatarenottypical
ofmanystudents’experiences
�� Somesettingsthataredistantintimeand
geography
�� Plotwithconflictandresolution
�� Plotthatincludesmultipleepisodes

LEVEL J
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�� Characters with names

�� Characters that change very little but may do 
some learning

�� Clear evidence of character attributes

�� Characters that are revealed over a series of 
books

�� Variety in presentation of dialogue: e.g., 
dialogue among multiple characters, 
dialogue with pronouns, split dialogue, 
direct dialogue

�� Unassigned dialogue

�� Some long stretches of dialogue

�� Elements of fantasy: e.g., talking animals or 
inanimate objects

�� Basic motifs of traditional literature and 
modern fantasy: e.g., struggle between 
good and evil, magic, fantastic or magical 
objects, wishes, trickery, transformations

�� Literary language typical of traditional 
literature: e.g., long ago and far away

�� Procedural language

�� Language used to make comparisons

�� Descriptive language

�� Language that speaks directly to the reader

Sentence com plex ity

�� Some  longer sentences with more than 
fifteenwords
�� Variation in placement of subject, verb, 
adjectives, and adverbs

�� Sentences with clauses or phrases

�� Sentences with multiple adjectives, adverbs, 
and prepositional phrases

�� Sentences with nouns, verbs, adjectives, and 
adverbs in a series, divided by commas

�� Many sentences beginning with phrases

�� Some sentences beginning with 
subordinate (dependent) clauses

�� Sentences with simple common 
connectives: e.g., but, because

�� Some complex sentences with va ri ety in 
order of clauses

Vocabulary

�� Most vocabulary words known by children 
through oral language, listening to stories, 
or reading

�� Most words that are in common oral 
vocabulary for youn ger students (Tier 1)

�� Some words that appear in the vocabulary of 
mature language users (Tier 2)

�� Somecontent-specificwordsintroduced,
explained, and illustrated in the text 
requiring use of context for understanding

�� Wide variation in words used to assign 
dialogue

�� Many adjectives describing people, places, 
or things

�� Adverbs that de scribe actions

�� Many common connectives (words, phrases 
that clarify relationships and ideas): e.g., 
and, but, so, before, after

WordS

�� Mostly one- , two- , three- , and four- syllable 
words with some picture support

�� Full range of plurals signaled by language 
structure

�� A va ri ety of high- frequency words (150+)

�� Awidevarietyofwordswithinflectional
endings

�� Words with easy spelling patterns (VC, CVC, 
CVV, CVCe, CVVC, VCe, VCC)

�� Contractions, possessives, and compound 
words

�� Common (simple) connectives

Sasha felt bad for the hungry child, 

and she gave her bread to the woman. 

“This will fill his belly,” Sasha said.

“Thank you,” said the woman.  

“Please take this pencil as a gift.  

It isn’t much,  

but it’s all that I have to give.”

Sasha kept walking 

until she saw a woman  

and a crying child.

“My boy is very hungry,”  

the woman told Sasha.  

“But I have nothing to feed him.”
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LEVEL J

THE ROADMAP FOR LITERACY ACQUISITION 

IN STUDENTS OVER TIME

Proficient readers and writers display recognizable behaviors at 

every phase of literacy learning. When teachers notice, teach, 

and support these behaviors, they link assessment to responsive 

teaching. This indispensable literacy tool identifies:

• The text characteristics of books best 

suited for high-impact teaching in each 

instructional context. (By grade level in 

Interactive Read-Aloud, Shared Reading, 

and Book Clubs; and by text level on 

the F&P Text Level Gradient™ in Guided 

Reading.)

• The behaviors that 

demonstrate thinking and 

understanding within, 

beyond, and about a text.

9/9/16

The grade-level goals on the F&P Text Level Gradient™ are intended to

provide general guidelines, which should be adjusted based on

school/district requirements and professional teacher judgement.

© 2012 Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell

F&P TEXT LEVEL GRADIENT™

GRADE-LEVEL

GOALS

FOUNTAS & PINNELL

LEVELS

Kindergarten

Grade One

Grade Two

Grade Three

Grade Four

Grade Five

Grade Six

Grade Seven−Eight
High School/Adult

The Fountas & Pinnell Literacy 

Continuum is available in both 

print and digital formats. 

TARGETED TEACHING

http://www.fountasandpinnell.com/continuum/
http://www.fountasandpinnell.com/continuum/
http://www.fountasandpinnell.com/continuum/
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THE POWER AND PURPOSE 

OF GUIDED READING

Much has been written on the topic 

of guided reading over the last 

twenty years, but no other literacy 

leaders have championed the topic 

with such depth and breadth as 

Irene Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell. 

In the highly anticipated second 

edition of their best-selling classic, 

Guided Reading, Fountas and Pinnell 

examine guided reading’s critical 

value within a systematic, multi-text 

approach to literacy instruction and 

the reflective, responsive teaching 

required to realize its full potential 

within your classroom.

n  Implementing guided reading is a continuous process, a cycle 

that requires the very best leveled books and teaching that is 

both responsive and reflective. 

Redefine Your 

Literacy Instruction

Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™ 

operationalizes this foundational 

professional text to transform 

literacy teaching and learning. 
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about and learn from ev ery experience you have. Luckily, opportunities to learn are 

much more available now even for teachers in wide-apart, rural communities. You 

can find virtual learning communities. We created the Fountas & Pinnell Literacy™ 

community (www.fountasandpinnell.com) to offer an Inter net “home” for teachers, 

literacy leaders, and district administrators who have similar values and beliefs and 

are engaged in the kinds of practices we discuss here. It is a way to connect and 

converse with others and to select resources that elevate your expertise. Make 

www.fountasandpinnell.com your daily literacy retreat to reflect, recharge, re-

search, and redefine your literacy instruction. We invite you to join the conversa-

tion and become a member today.

A Comprehensive Design
A comprehensive design offers opportunities for language and literacy learning 

with an underlying coherent theory of the reading and writing pro cess. Instruc-

tional routines are built on un der stand ings about learning and how students de-

velop as readers, writers, and language users. 

Each setting is de scribed in different parts of this book and 

in our other professional books. We will de fine them briefly 

here as a kind of summary. Notice the key that applies to the 

different settings. (See Fig ure 24- 1)

In Fig ure 24- 2, you see a layout of a basic coherent liter-

acy design. This broad approach can be adapted to meet local 

needs. And, you will want to select where you start and collab-

oratively decide where you go next. There are some variations 

for primary and intermediate students of course, and time peri-

ods will vary (see sample schedules in Chapter 21). The middle 

school plan with departmentalization may incorporate a lim-

ited number of the elements. But, in general a group of teach-

ers across the grades can share the design for instruction and students bene fit from 

the predictability and consistency they experience.

Whole- Group Teaching

Whole- group instructional contexts are signaled by the color green. It is highly ef fi-

cient in terms of your instructional time to do some things with the entire class at 

once. It is also helpful in building community to have several times a day when the 

whole group meets together to share learning. They are:

�� Interactive Read- Aloud. You select a text (usually a group of texts that are 

connected in some way) and read-aloud to the class. Students are invited to 

discuss the text. Interactive read aloud includes specialized studies that focus 

on  genre, authors, illustrators, or the craft of writing.

�� Shared/Interactive Writing. You invite students to collaboratively compose 

a message, story, or informational text and then act as their scribe. In 

interactive writing you “share the pen.” Students take ownership for the 

KEY

Whole Group

Individual

Small Group

Word Study: 
Phonics/Spelling/Vocabulary Teaching

FIGURE 24-1 Key for Different Settings in a 
Coherent Literacy Design
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FIG URE 24- 2 A Design for Responsive Literacy Teaching

© 2017 by Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell from Guided Reading, Second Edition. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann. 

A Design for Responsive Literacy Teaching

Interactive 
Read-Aloud

includes
genre/author/topic

illustrator/
craft study

Reading
Minilesson

Group
Share

Group
Share

Group
Share

Shared
Reading

Shared/
Interactive

Writing

Writing
Minilesson

Independent
Writing

Conferring

with Readers

and Writers

Guided
Writing

Guided
Reading

Book
Club

Application

Word Study:
Phonics/Spelling/

Vocabulary  
Lesson

Independent
Literacy

Work 
(K–1)

Independent
Reading and  

Writing About 
Reading

(2–8)

KEY

Whole Group

Individual

Small Group

Word Study: 
Phonics/Spelling/Vocabulary Teaching

and or

or

or
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Getting a Readers’ Workshop Started in Thirty Days

GOAL(S) KEY PRINCIPLES FOR STUDENTS TO LEARN

DAY 1 

Introduce the or ga ni za tion 
of the classroom library.
Help students learn how 
to select and return 
books.

Explain voice levels.

 X There are spe cific ways to select and return books in the 
classroom so that all students can find and use them easily.

 X Choose a book that will be interesting and enjoyable to you. 
 

 X Read silently and do not talk with others so you and your 
peers can do your best thinking while reading.

DAY 2 

Help students understand 
how to choose books.

 X Choose books in many different ways (e.g., topic, author, 
genre).

 X Think carefully about your book choices.

DAY 3 

Show students how to 
make good book choices.

 X Books can be easy, just-right, or difficult for you.
 X Choose just-right books most of the time. 

DAY 4 

Ask students to think 
about their reading.

 X Reading is thinking. Think about what you understand and 
about how you feel about what you understand.

DAY 5 

Help students talk 
with others about their 
thinking.

 X You can talk with a partner or a small group to share your 
thinking about your reading.

 X You can understand more about a book by talking with others 
about your reading.

DAY 6 

Help students understand 
that they can abandon a 
book if they have a reason.

 X Abandon a book for a specific reason after giving it a good 
try (not interesting, too hard, want very much to read another 
book right now).

DAY 7 

Show students that they 
can choose books from 
a variety of fiction and 
nonfiction genres.

 X There are fiction and nonfiction books, and you need to know 
the difference between them.

 X Within fiction and nonfiction, there are different genres.

DAY 8 

Help students understand 
that there are different 
genres of fiction books.

 X Within fiction texts, there are different genres. Over time, you 
need to distinguish between them (realistic fiction, fantasy, 
historical fiction, science fiction).

DAY 9 

Help students understand 
that there are different 
genres of nonfiction 
books.

 X A biography is the story of a person’s life and it is usually told 
in chronological order.

 X Some nonfiction books may be told in chronological order and 
they are narrative nonfiction.

 X Nonfiction books may be organized to present information in 
categories.  These books have an expository structure.

FIGURE 23-11 Getting a Readers’ Workshop Started in Thirty Days

573
Managing Literacy in the Intermediate/Middle Grades

DAY 10 

Introduce the reader’s 
notebook to the students.

 X Rec ord thinking about reading in a letter in the reader’s 
notebook.

DAY 11 

Ask students to write 
a letter to you in the 
readers’ notebook. 
(Provide a model letter 
that you have written 
about your reading.)

 X Share thinking about reading by writing a letter in a reader’s 
notebook.

 X You can use the your teacher’s example to write your first 
letter.

DAY 12 

Invite students to talk 
about their letters and 
your response.

 X Letters should express your thinking about books. 
 X Your teacher will respond to your letters.

DAY 13 

Teach students to keep a 
rec ord of their reading in a 
reader’s notebook.

 X You can keep a list of books you’ve read so that you can 
evaluate the quantity and quality of your reading.

DAY 14 

Teach students the 
guidelines for readers’ 
workshop.

 X In the classroom, there are spe cific guidelines about how we 
can work together and help each other learn.

DAY 15 

Teach students to write 
one thoughtful letter 
(or other writing form) 
a week on the assigned 
day: Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday

 X In the classroom, you need to share your thinking about your 
reading in a letter once a week.

 X Your teacher will respond to you.

DAY 16 

Teach students to 
proofread their letters 
before put ting them in the 
basket.

 X The letters you write in your notebook need to show your best 
work.

 X Proofread the letter using guidelines.

DAY 17 

Help students understand 
that there are a va ri ety 
of topics they can write 
about in letters.

 X There are many different kinds of thinking that you can write 
about in your reader’s notebook (what the book is about, 
how the book makes you feel, why you think the author 
wrote the book, whether you would recommend the book to 
another reader, what you predict will happen, what you found 
interesting.)

DAY 18 

Teach students how to 
remember their thinking 
to prepare for writing in 
the reader’s notebook.

 X Quick notes (stick- on or in the notebook) help you remember 
your thinking so you can use it to write letters or when you 
confer with your teacher.

DAY 19 

Teach students to create 
a list of their reading 
interests.

 X You can keep a list of your reading interests that will help you 
choose another book quickly.

 X You can list authors you like, topics you are interested in, or 
 genres you like.

 X You can write titles of books that others have told you about.

FIGURE 23-11 (continued)
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nested within a variety of instructional contexts with varying levels of support. In 

this chapter, we explore the broader literacy- learning context in which guided read-

ing resides. All play an essential role; they contribute in different ways to each stu-

dent’s development as readers, writers, and language users. Let’s think together 

about how you can vary the level of support depending on the demands of the text 

and the level of control by readers at any point in time.

Four Levels of Support and 

Five Kinds of Reading

Within the instructional design, we describe four levels of support for reading 

within five instructional contexts. (see Figure 2- 1).

You vary from high to low teacher support depending on the level of control 

students demonstrate in relation to a text. This design fits with the “gradual release 

of responsibility” model of teaching and learning (Pearson and Gallagher 1983). As 

a teacher, you move from demonstration to sharing the task to turning it over to 

the students. If the text is too difficult for most of the students to read for them-

selves, you read it to them (read aloud or have them listen to an audio recording). 

If it is too difficult but within reach with strong support, you read it with them and 

share the task (shared reading). If it is challenging, but within reach with some sup-

port or little or no support, they read it themselves (guided or independent read-

ing). Independent reading has the support of a strong set of routines, book talks, 

minilessons, teacher conferences, a rich classroom library, and group share as well 

as a rich classroom library. You are always demonstrating something harder, but 

students gradually take it on and engage successfully.

FIGURE 2- 1 The Relationship Between Teacher Support and Student 
Control in Reading

Relationship Between Teacher Support  

and Student Control in Reading

Interactive  
Read- Aloud

Shared 
Reading

Guided 
Reading

Independent 
Reading

Book Clubs (Literature Discussion)

Low  
Teacher  
Support

Low  
Student  
Control

High  
Teacher  
Support

High  
Student  
Control
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Five Instructional Contexts for Reading

In the reading and writing classroom, we recommend five kinds of reading oppor-

tunities using a variety of texts across genres. Four contexts are shown in Figure 

2-2. We discuss the fifth kind of reading, book clubs, later in this chapter. Book 

clubs include a variety of support levels for students to access the text.

Instructional Contexts for Reading

Read-Aloud Shared Reading Guided Reading
Independent 

 Reading

Whole Class Whole Class Small Group Individual

One individual print 
copy (though there are 
a few large-print picture 
books that children in 
the class can read)

Enlarged text/
illustrations (big book, 
charts, computer 
enlarged, or small 
copies for each student)

Individual teacher-
selected book for each 
child (the same for every 
child)

Individual self- selected 
book

Students are listening 
and can see illustrations

All eyes on the same 
text

Each reader in the group 
has a copy of the same 
text in hand

Reader has individual 
copy

Text level is beyond 
the level most or 
some could read 
independently

Text level beyond many 
students’ instructional 
level

Text at reader’s 
instructional level

Text at reader’s 
independent level 
(though occasionally 
may not be)

Teacher reads aloud, 
occasionally pausing for 
conversation

Teacher reads aloud 
first time, with readers 
joining on rereading

Students read aloud 
softly or silently the 
complete text or unified 
part

Student reads silently 
the complete text

The text is usually new 
but occasionally some, 
or parts of some, are 
reread

The text is sometimes 
new and may be one 
that has been read 
before

The text is new. 
(Rereading of previously 
read texts may also 
happen before or after 
the lesson with early 
readers)

Text is new

Texts may be a variety 
of genres and formats

Texts may be a variety 
of genres and formats

Texts may be a variety 
of genres and formats

Texts are a variety of 
genres and formats

The focus is on 
constructing meaning 
using language

The focus is on 
constructing meaning 
using language and 
print

The focus is on 
constructing meaning 
using language and 
print

The focus is on 
constructing meaning 
using language and 
print

FIGURE 2- 2 Instructional Contexts for Reading

1
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ONE CONTEXT OF A COHESIVE LITERACY SYSTEM

Effective reading instruction involves a combination of powerful 

instructional settings. This sampler focuses on GUIDED READING, which 

takes approximately 15 to 25 important minutes per group. Through 

guided reading students learn how to engage in every facet of the reading 

process and apply that literacy power to all instructional contexts in 

Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™.

Instruction in 

Fountas & Pinnell 

Classroom™

Comprehensive resources 

for a systematic approach 

to literacy learning

Ignite learning with thousands 

of student texts, lessons, and 

resources within these major 

instructional contexts:

WHOLE-GROUP TEACHING

1. Interactive Read-Aloud

2. Shared Reading

3. Reading Minilessons

4. Phonics, Spelling, and  

Word Study

SMALL-GROUP TEACHING

5. Guided Reading

6. Book Clubs/Literature 

Discussion

INDEPENDENT LEARNING

7. Independent Reading

EACH GRADE LEVEL (K–6) 

INCLUDES:

• Essential Questions and 

Inquiry-Based Learning 

Opportunities

• Professional Learning Tools

• Writing About Reading

• Interactive Writing

• Shared Writing

• Assessment

• Digital Resources

GUIDED READING

The most powerful and engaging authentic, 

original, leveled books to build each student’s 

ability to process increasingly challenging texts 

with fluency and comprehension. Build a rich 

guided reading collection over time with:

• 1,300 titles spanning grades K–6

• Lesson folder per title

CONTEXT IN FOCUS

  

https://www.fountasandpinnell.com/fpc/guidedreading/
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Explore the other FPC instructional contexts at www.fountasandpinnell.com/fpc

INTERACTIVE READ-ALOUD
A collection of the very best age-appropriate, grade-appropriate 

trade books to promote the joy of reading, expand vocabulary, and 

nurture the ability to think, talk, and write about texts that fully 

engage students’ interest.

• 120 titles per grade PreK–6

• Lesson folder per title

•  Inquiry Overview Card per text set

SHARED READING
An exquisite collection of original texts (enlarged, accompanying 

small versions, and audio books) that nurture students’ abilities to 

construct meaning in a supported context so they can enjoy reading 

and learn critical concepts of how texts work.

• 200 titles with lesson folder and 

audiobook per title spanning 

grades PreK–3

• Specific enlarged text opportunities for 

shared and performance reading in IRA, 

GR, and BC lessons per grade 4–6

PHONICS, SPELLING, AND WORD STUDY
Explicit lessons for whole-group instruction and small-group 

application that help students explore, attend to, learn about, and 

efficiently use sounds, letters, and words.

• 100 lessons per grade K–3

• 105 lessons per grade 4–6

• Lesson folder per lesson

READING MINILESSONS
The Reading Minilessons Book provides brief, focused and practi cal 

whole-class lessons on the topics of Management, Literary Analysis, 

Strategies and Skills, and Writing About Reading.

• One book of minilessons per grade K–6

BOOK CLUBS/LITERATURE DISCUSSION
An authentic opportunity to bring students together for in-depth 

discussion of a captivating trade book they have read in order to 

extend thinking and learn about themselves as readers.

• 32 titles per grade K–3

• 48 titles per grade 4–6

• Discussion Card per title

• Inquiry Overview Card per text set

INDEPENDENT READING
A carefully curated collection of authentic children’s literature that 

provides the opportunity for students to develop tastes as readers 

and to read a large number of self-selected books independently. 

With accompanying conferring cards, you can make specific teaching 

points in brief conferences that lead the individual reader forward.

• 150 titles per grade K–2

• 200 titles per grade 3–6

• Conferring Card per title

RETURN            TO CONTENTS
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BOOKROOM COLLECTIONS
FOR YOUR SCHOOL

A comprehensive collection to share across 

your building. Choose collections spanning 

grades K–6, grades K–2, or grades 3–6.

GRADE LEVEL COLLECTIONS
FOR YOUR CLASSROOM

A comprehensive grade-level collection for 

your classroom.

TEXT LEVEL SETS
BUILD YOUR COLLECTION OVER TIME

Pre-configured text level sets of 5 or 10 titles.

1

2

3

The Guided Reading 

Collections

3 WAYS TO PURCHASE

Build a rich guided reading collection 

all at once or over time with books that 

spark engagement and wonder and 

advance each student’s ability to process 

increasingly challenging books with 

fluency and comprehension.

Choose the Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™ 

Guided Reading Collection that fits 

your school/classroom and budgetary 

needs. Purchase an entire bookroom for 

school-wide access; purchase books for 

a classroom encompassing the levels 

for that grade; or build your collection 

incrementally with 10-title pre-configured 

sets by text level. 

COLLECTIONS AND SETS INCLUDE: 

• Original titles (6 copies of each title) 

that span text levels A–Z on the F&P 

Text Level Gradient™

• An accompanying lesson folder for 

each title

• Access to Online Resources including 

Recording Forms

• Functional, durable storage containers.

Choose the Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™ Guided 

Reading Collection that fits your school/classroom 

and budgetary needs.

YOUR CLASSROOM. THEIR LITERATE LIFE.

3 WAYS TO PURCHASE
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TITLES PER GRADE

K 200 titles 

1 200 titles

2 200 titles

3 200 titles

4 180 titles

5 170 titles

6 150 titles

TEXT LEVEL SETS PER GRADE

K 20 sets   A – H

1 20 sets   A – M

2 21 sets   E – P

3 21 sets   I – S

4 20 sets   N – V

5 18 sets   Q – Z

6 16 sets   T – Z

K–6 1300 titles

3–6 700 titlesK–2 600 titles

10 titles / 6 copies each 5 titles / 6 copies each

NO OVERLAP IN TITLES ACROSS COLLECTIONS

RETURN            TO CONTENTS
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THE FOUNTAS & PINNELL CLASSROOM™ GUIDED READING COLLECTIONS

A comprehensive collection of 1300 NEW original titles —50 titles per text level on the F&P Text Level Gradient™.

LEVEL TITLES PER LEVEL PER GRADE
TOTAL GR 

TITLES

K 1 2 3 4 5 6

A 40 10 50

B 40 10 50

C 40 10 50

D 30 20 50

E 20 20 10 50

F 10 20 20 50

G 10 20 20 50

H 10 20 20 50

I 20 20 10 50

J 20 20 10 50

K 10 20 20 50

L 10 20 20 50

M 10 20 20 50

N 20 25 5 50

O 5 30 15 50

P 5 30 15 50

Q 15 30 5 50

R 10 30 10 50

S 10 30 10 50

T 20 20 10 50

U 20 20 10 50

V 15 20 15 50

W 25 25 50

X 20 30 50

Y 20 30 50

Z 20 30 50

TOTAL 200 200 200 200 180 170 150 1300

TITLE BREAKDOWN
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WHAT’S INCLUDED IN MY PURCHASE?

With three ways to purchase, you have the option to order by grade, bookroom, or to build your Guided 

Reading Collection over time with text sets. 

WHEN YOU PURCHASE A BOOKROOM... 

You receive 6 copies of each title, corresponding lesson folders, storage sleeves and trays to house your 

books and lessons, a Collection Guide, as well as access to Online Resources—a treasure trove of online tools, 

professional development videos, reading records, and more.

WHEN YOU PURCHASE A GRADE LEVEL... 

You receive 6 copies of each title, corresponding lesson folders, storage sleeves and trays to house your 

books and lessons, a Collection Guide, as well as access to Online Resources—a treasure trove of online tools, 

professional development videos, recording forms, and more.

WHEN YOU PURCHASE A TEXT SET...

You receive 6 copies of each title in the selected 5- or 10-pack, corresponding lesson folders, storage sleeves, 

and access to corresponding Online Resources for the purchased titles. Text Sets are a budget-friendly option 

where schools can purchase and build Guided Reading Collections over time.

1 8
TITLES

6 COPIES OF EACH
SLEEVES TRAYS

LESSON 
FOLDERS

COLLECTION 
GUIDE

ACCESS TO  
ONLINE RESOURCES

BOOKROOM

Grades K-6  1300 Titles 267  89   1351*  Yes Yes

Grades K-2 600 Titles 126  42   602*  Yes Yes

Grades 3-6  700 Titles 141  47   749*  Yes Yes

GRADE LEVEL

Grade K 200 Titles 42 14   200  Yes Yes

Grade 1  200 Titles 42  14   200  Yes Yes

Grade 2 200 Titles 42  14   202*  Yes Yes

Grade 3 200 Titles 39  13   210*  Yes Yes

Grade 4 180 Titles 36  12   188*  Yes Yes

Grade 5 170 Titles 36  12   186*  Yes Yes

Grade 6 150 Titles 30  10   165*  Yes Yes

TEXT SETS

10 PACKS  10 2  10 Yes

5 PACKS  5 1 5 Yes

COMPONENTS OVERVIEW

* Numeric differences between the number of lesson folders and book titles is because of the amount of two-way books. 

One two-way book is considered one title, but two lessons.

RETURN            TO CONTENTS
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GUIDED READING COMPONENTS

DIGITAL SOLUTIONS for additional purchase

YOUR CLASSROOM. THEIR LITERATE LIFE.

4

Phonics/Letter and Word Work 

Help the readers become more flexible with homophones.

Recognize and Use Homophones

■■ Write the words no and know on the whiteboard. Listen as I read these words. Point to each word as 

you read it aloud. What do you notice? h The words sound alike, but they look different. Talk about the 

meaning of the words no and know. 

■■ Listen to this sentence and write the correct word, no or know, on 

your whiteboard: I know how to add numbers. h Discuss that the 

correct response is know.

■■ Now, listen to this sentence and write the correct word, no or 

know, on your whiteboard: There are no cookies left in the jar. h 

Discuss that the correct response is no.

■■ Repeat with other homophones as time allows. Use hear/here 

and sea/see. 

Assessment

Refer to the goals stated on page 1 of this lesson guide and make notes of behavioral evidence, 

demonstrating that these goals were achieved. 

■■ Refer to Level I in The Fountas & Pinnell Literacy Continuum and note the behaviors and 

understandings the readers in the group control or need to control. Make notes about what the readers 

learned how to do and what they need to learn how to do next. 

■■  Use the Recording Form to take a reading record and assess an individual’s processing on yesterday’s 

new book. You may want to select a student before or after the lesson, or at some other point in the 

day, to code the record. After coding the reading, select an immediate teaching point that will be 

helpful to the particular reader.

Writing About Reading (Optional)

If you choose to have the students write about what they have read, the following is an option.

Independent Writing: Sentences

■■ Talk with students about different animals and how they use their tails.

■■ To help students remember details from the book, have them choose two animals and write about 

them in the Reader’s Notebook. 

■■ Have students clap longer words, listen to the syllables, and write the parts they hear. Have them say 

words slowly and listen to the sounds they hear to record letters and letter clusters. Students can use 

the book as a resource for tricky words.

■■ Tell students to illustrate and reread their sentences to monitor and confirm their writing.

Prompting  

Guide, Part 1

Refer to pages 13 

and 20 as needed

Supporting English Learners

Help students in understanding 

homophones.

 ● Clarify what a homophone 

is.

 ● When introducing more 

homophone pairs, ensure 

that students understand 

each word’s meaning.

Supporting English Learners

Support students’ language 

development through writing.

 ● Use an oral sentence frame: 

A ____ uses its tail to ____.

 ● Model using the frame to 

write a sentence. 

 ● Have students use the 

frame to write their own 

sentences.

GR0018
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You Will Need
• A Tail’s Job, Level I
• whiteboards
• wipe-off markers

Visit resources.fountasandpinnell.com 
to download online resources to support 
this lesson, including: 
• Recording Form

Book   A Tail’s Job

Level   I

Author   Nancy White
Genre  Nonfiction/

Expository G
u

id
e

d
 R

e
a

d
in

g

1

G
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Goals
Think about the readers and the behaviors and understandings to notice, teach for, and support at Level I in The Fountas  
& Pinnell Literacy Continuum. Select goals that match the needs of your students. The following may be appropriate.
Reading
■■ Take words apart while reading 
for meaning.
■■ Use multiple sources of 
information (meaning, 
language structure, visual 
information) to monitor and 
self-correct.
■■ Read with phrasing.
■■ Understand word meaning 
(flyswatter).

■■ Understand animal names (fish, 
cat, beaver, monkey, horse, lizard, 
peacock).

■■ Understand that a nonfiction text 
tells facts.

■■ Make predictions based on 
personal experiences, 
photographs, and text.

Phonics/Letter  
and Word Work
■■ Recognize homophones—words 
that have the same sound, 
different spellings, and different 
meanings.

Writing About Reading
■■ Identify information and details 
from the book.

Analysis of Book Characteristics A Tail’s Job, Level I
How The Book Works This nonfiction expository text requires making a prediction. The author provides a text clue and a photograph of an animal’s tail on a right-hand page. Students predict the animal, turn the page, and read a heading and text about how that animal uses its tail.

Genre/Form
■■ Nonfiction   
■■ Expository

Text Structure
■■ Underlying structural pattern 
(categorical, description, 
cause and effect, compare and 
contrast)

Content
■■ Familiar content (animals and 
their bodies)   
■■ Content that goes beyond 
students’ immediate 
experience (how animals’ use 
their tails)

Themes and Ideas
■■ Concrete theme close to 
students’ experience (nature)
■■ Clear, simple idea easy to 
identify (animals’ tails)

Language and Literary 
Features
■■ Settings that are not typical of 
many children’s experiences 
(beaver in lake, horse in a field)
■■ Some descriptive language

Sentence Complexity
■■ Some sentences with clauses 
or phrases (If an animal grabs a 
lizard by the tail, the lizard can get 
away.)
■■ Sentences with adjectives, 
adverbs, and prepositional 
phrases (The tail helps the fish 
move quickly.)
■■ Compound sentence joined by 
a conjunction  (Animals have 
different tails, and they use them 
for different reasons.)

Vocabulary
■■ Most vocabulary words known by 
children through oral language, 
listening to stories, or reading 
■■ Some content-specific words 
introduced, explained, and 
illustrated in the text (tail, 
peacock, feathers)
■■ Many adjectives describing things 
(tasty, pesky)
■■ Adverb describing action (quickly)

Words
■■ Mostly one-, two-, and three-

syllable words with moderate 
picture support (animal, tails, 
beautiful)
■■ Simple plurals using -s or -es 
(tails, trees, flies)
■■ Variety of high-frequency words 
(look, away, that)
■■ Simple contractions (let’s, doesn’t)
■■ Simple possessives (tail’s, lizard’s)
■■ Compound word (flyswatter)

Illustrations
■■ Illustrations (photographs) of the 
important content and ideas in 
the text

Book and Print Features
■■ Print in clear font on pale 
background
■■ All sentences beginning on  
the left
■■ Print clearly separated from 
pictures
■■ Headings
■■ Periods and commas

1

© 2018 by Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell from Fountas & Pinnell Classroom. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann. 
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GUIDED READING LESSON FOLDERS

A lesson folder per guided reading 

title to support teachers in providing 

high-quality, cutting-edge instruction 

that engages and extends students’ 

reading, writing, and language skills.

FOUNTAS & PINNELL CLASSROOM™  

GUIDED READING COLLECTION 

GUIDE

A brief guide that provides an 

overview of the components and 

implementation of the FPC Guided 

Reading Collection.

Stay Connected 

to your 

Classroom, 

digitally

EBOOKS, APPS, & TOOLS

Go digital with Fountas & 

Pinnell eBooks, apps, and Tools! 

The print products you know 

and love in a digital, easy-to-

use, convenient format.

FOUNTAS & PINNELL PROMPTING GUIDE APPS

•  PART 1 for Oral Reading and Early Writing

•  PART 2 for Comprehension, Thinking, 

Talking, Writing

Available in the Apple App Store and Google Play

THE LITERACY 

CONTINUUM, 

DIGITAL EDITION

Available at 

Heinemann.com

Put Guided 

Reading into 

Action
Purchase of Bookroom 

or Classroom Collections 

include the entire suite of 

Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™ 

Guided Reading resources. 

Individual Text Set 

purchasers receive the pre-

configured books and lesson 

folders per set, as well as 

storage sleeves and online 

access to must-have digital 

tools such as cording forms, 

digital lesson folders, lesson 

materials, and more.

CONTEXT RESOURCES

https://www.heinemann.com/collection/promptingguide?utm_source=fountasandpinnell.com&_ga=2.159535357.1537418825.1601265946-761175649.1599792078
https://www.heinemann.com/collection/promptingguide?utm_source=fountasandpinnell.com&_ga=2.159535357.1537418825.1601265946-761175649.1599792078
https://www.heinemann.com/collection/continuum?_ga=2.106493440.2079332650.1604005642-761175649.1599792078
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ONLINE DATA  

MANAGEMENT SYSTEM 

The most efficient tool 

for managing and 

sharing assessment 

data. A password-protected 

web-based system, the Online 

Data Management System 

(ODMS) enables classroom 

teachers, interventionists, and 

literacy coaches to collect, 

analyze and report data for both 

whole-class and individual 

progress. 

One-year trial included with 

your purchase

“Maybe Tiger doesn’t like 

to swim,” said Lizzy. 

She turned on  

some music. 

“Maybe Tiger likes  

to dance.”

Lizzy did a swimming dance.  

She waved her arms 

around like seaweed.

8

Tiger looked at Lizzy, 

but he didn’t move a fin. 

“You look like  

the craziest fish  

in the sea,”  

Hazel told Lizzy. 

“Now stop dancing  

so I can read.”

9

GUIDED READING BOOKS

At the heart of FPC are the highest-quality leveled books 

that captivate and engage the hearts and minds of all 

students in the classroom.

Your Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™ 

Guided Reading Collection stays 

organized and shareable in functional, 

durable containers. Appealing books are 

on display, and each contain identifying 

icons to make reshelving easy. 

FOUNTAS & PINNELL 

CLASSROOM™  

READING RECORD APP, 

GUIDED READING 

Make data management even 

more effective by using ODMS 

with the Fountas & Pinnell 

Reading Record App. 

Available in Apple’s App store

IN DEVELOPMENT

A secure student-facing platform that 

provides digital access to the authentic, 

original Guided Reading books! 

Additional Subscription-Based Purchase 

Follow the Fountas & Pinnell Literacy™ 

Blog for more information.

fpblog.fountasandpinnell.com/tag/home

FPC GUIDED READING ONLINE RESOURCES

The resources needed for each guided reading title 

can be found online, including:

• Lessons, Recording Forms, and General Resources

• Video Library

• Online Data 

Management 

System trial

RETURN            TO CONTENTS

https://fpblog.fountasandpinnell.com/tag/home
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 FICTION BOOKS

GRADE 3 BOOKSGRADE 2 BOOKSGRADE 1 BOOKSGRADE K BOOKS

The sandwich was perfect, 

or so they thought.

Moose took the first bite  

of the sandwich.

10 11

by Kate Foster

illustrated by Nick Price

Sandwich
BestThe

Chipmunk ran under the bushes 

and over the log. He ran 

around the tree.

He ran right into Snail.

10

Chipmunk said, “Why didn’t 

you come to my house for lunch? 

I thought you liked apples.”

Snail said, “I am coming. 

I have been coming all day.”

11

Lunch with Snail
by Jacqueline Adams

illustrated by Kathi Ember

Mateo painted his whale. “Now the paint has to 

dry,” Mateo said.  

Mateo’s dad took the cookies out of the oven. 

“Now the cookies have to cool,” he said. 

The delicious smell of baked cookies filled the air. 

“I’m done!” Mateo shouted. 

“Me too,” his dad said. 

10

When Mateo’s whale was dry, he carefully packed 

it up in a box. 

“Do you want to take some cookies to school 

tomorrow?” his dad asked.

“Yes,” Mateo said. “That would be great. Thanks, 

Papi.”

“I’ll put some in a bag,” his dad said. “But don’t 

open the bag until you pass out the cookies, okay?” 

11

by Gina Shaw 

illustrated by Charles Lehmann

of a Tale
A Whale

YOUR CLASSROOM. THEIR LITERATE LIFE.

Enthralling stories that ignite a sense of wonder
At the heart of the Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™ Guided Reading Collection are the highest-quality leveled books that 

will captivate and engage the hearts and minds of your students. Because each book is carefully calibrated to match 

the text characteristics underlying the F&P Text Level Gradient™ they provide gradually increasing text complexity to 

build and extend reading competencies. 

The fiction books feature unique characters in 

amusing and/or contemporary situations with 

beautiful illustrations and high-interest plots 

that appeal to readers. The books span a range 

of genres including realistic fiction, folktales, 

fantasy, historical fiction, fables, and more.

Characters that readers relate to and connect with

Open readers’ minds to imagination



15

 NONFICTION BOOKS

7

Mammals and REM

S o far, scientists have found that almost all mammals  
go through REM sleep. Since REM is a sign of dreaming in  
humans, it’s likely a sign of dreaming in other mammals too. 

To find out more, scientists did an experiment with  
rats. They studied rats’ brains while the animals ran  
through a maze. Then the scientists looked at the rats’  
brains again later, when the rats were asleep. The scientists  
saw that the rats’ brains worked the same way during  
REM sleep as they did while running through the maze.  
The rats seemed to be going through the exact same  
maze in their dreams. 

6

Firefly shined his light on the forest. “Let’s see 

what’s in the woods,” he said.

Spider drifted toward two yellow lights to get a 

better look. “Are those two more fireflies?” asked 

Spider.

10

“How can you get us home?” asked Firefly. 

“You don’t have a light.”

“We’ll follow my silk strand back to my web. 

Hold on tightly to my legs,” said Spider.

“Are you sure we’ll get home?” asked Firefly.

“Trust me,” said Spider.

13

A family needs a roof for their house.

So the father goes into the rainforest 

to find leaves.

People use this type of leaf  

to make a roof.

4

He uses the strong green leaves 

to make a roof. 

Now the house will stay dry

when it rains.

And it rains a lot in the rainforest.

After a while, the green leaves will dry out and turn brown.

5

by Ann Takman 
illustrated by Wendy Rasmussen

Animals and  

Their Dreams
by S.E. Kazar ian

by Jacqueline Adams

Made in the Forest

Saturday

Dear Diary,

 Today a boy was in the garden. 

He looked at me closely. I wiggled 

my head, and he got closer. Then 

he picked me up, and I got scared. 

That’s right. I made my stinky smell 

again. The boy dropped me. Trying 

to make a friend is hard. But I 

won’t give up.

 Your buddy,

 Stan

12 13

by Jordan D. Brown

illustrated by Neal Sharp

Diary of 
a Stink Bug

Original leveled books crafted specifically for Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™

Captivating topics that intrigue 

Books that gift a love for learning

The highly engaging nonfiction 

books have a global focus, reflect the 

diversity in our world, and explore age-

appropriate, contemporary topics. The 

books are highly visual and introduce 

nonfiction text features such as 

sidebars, diagrams, charts, maps, and 

glossaries. Genres include biography, 

narrative nonfiction, expository 

nonfiction, persuasive and more. 

RETURN            TO CONTENTS
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 FICTION BOOKS

GRADE 6 BOOKSGRADE 5 BOOKSGRADE 4 BOOKS

Starting the inspection with page one of the 

vellum sheets, Madame LeRoy heaped lavish praise on 

the beauty of the illuminations, the preciseness of the 

script, and the excellent quality of the work. That is, 

until she saw the last page. Then she gasped. 

“Madame LeRoy,” Hubert said, clearing his throat 

and glaring pointedly at Claude, “there was an 

unfortunate mishap, and ink spilled on this last page. 

However, we will replace it and have it for you in 

two weeks. Our sincerest apologies.” 

When Claude saw the ink spill and realized 

Hubert was insinuating that he’d spilled the ink, his 

jaw dropped open. But he remained silent. 

“Two weeks?” Madame LeRoy exclaimed. “That will 

be too late!” 

Then she reminded them that her daughter’s 

wedding was only ten days away, and that it 

was imperative that the completed illuminated 

manuscript—her wedding present—be ready on time. 

“Apologies again,” said Hubert, “this time for 

allowing the date of the wedding to slip my mind.” 

Hubert glanced at his father, whose brow lines had 

deepened. 

“You may keep your apologies. They do me no 

good at this late date,” Madame LeRoy asserted with 

alarm. Then she refused the manuscript altogether, 

claiming she would purchase a different wedding gift 

instead.

10

11

Then, slowly, Bloody Bones rose to 

his feet and turned toward Tommy.

The Swamp at the End of the World
Tommy was back on the path, and the woods closed in 

around him. Soon he was lost, but sadly, he was not afraid.

Tommy walked for hours, deeper and deeper into the 

woods, hungry and thirsty and lonely. And then . . .

Hmph . . . nay . . . din . . .

It was Bloody Bones for sure. 

So the story was true after all.

Come out from 

hiding, Tommy 

boy! I’ve been 

waiting for you!

How did Bones know his name? And 

how did Bones know he was coming?

I’m not afraid of you, 

Bones, and I’m going 

to take your bundle of 

sticks to prove it.

Everyone’s afraid 

of me, Tommy, so I 

know you’re lying.

You’re big, 

bloody, and scary, 

but I still want 

those sticks.

You can think 

whatever you want. 

It doesn’t matter.

You can’t have them, 

Tommy. And if you 

leave now, I won’t hurt 

your brother.

12

Hurt my brother? 

What are you 

talking about?

Tommy slowly made his way 

toward Bloody Bones and David, 

his face beaded with sweat.

When Tommy heard his 

brother’s voice, his jaw 

quivered and his gut clenched.

You . . . you’ve 

got Da . . . David?

Yes, and you 

should do what 

he says and run.

Then Tommy saw his brother.

Please, Tommy! 

Just save 

yourself and 

get out of here!

Tommy’s legs shook. He could even 

taste the fear in his mouth.

I’m coming 

for you, David. 

Don’t worry!

Run, Tommy! 

Run for your life!

13

adapted by Bobbi Miller
illustrated by Tamara Campeau

A Tale from
Great Britain

  by Robyn Montana Turnerillustrated by Fausto Bianchi

As Trajan

He stank of sweat, as he looked furtively over 

his shoulder. Oldorph pulled a packet—about 

the size of a deck of cards—out of his pocket 

and thrust it at Trajan. Then he leaned in and 

whispered something Antonia couldn’t hear. A 

moment later, he glanced around again, then 

said, with a significant look, “You know what 

to do.” Then Oldorph was off, shouldering away 

through the crowd of passengers.

8

As Trajan

As Trajan pocketed the item, a pair of 

uniformed stewards, both carrying firearms, came 

crashing through the crowd. 

“Halt!” one shouted, shoving Antonia and 

Trajan aside. 

“Stop that man—League spy!” the steward 

shouted. A murmuring rumble arose from the 

passengers, who craned their necks in the 

direction the steward had gone. Antonia looked 

around anxiously, hoping that no one had noticed 

her or Trajan’s interaction with Oldorph.

“What’s going on?” she asked her brother 

softly, barely moving her lips.

He just shook his head and glanced at the 

stewards.

After the drill, back in the cabin, she tried 

again. “Trajan Marcus Young! What was that? 

What’s going on?”

Trajan shook his head, double-checked the 

lock on the cabin door, and pulled the object 

from his pocket. “It’s a transmitter.”

“What?” Antonia exclaimed. “We have to turn 

it in. We have to tell the authorities what—”

9

She had

Maybe I can disable it, at least.

Antonia looked more closely. The transmitter’s 

housing was made of plastic and titanium. Small 

screws held it together. 

She fetched a pair of tweezers from her duffel 

and went to work on the screws. In no time, 

she had the housing apart.  

The power source was unusual—a glowing 

disc. She pulled it out. Maybe some kind of 

ionic converter, specially made for this kind of 

transmitter? Antonia thought. 

12 She had

She had just pocketed the disc when the door 

burst open.  

It was Trajan. 

“We have to get rid of it,” he said. “They’ve 

got Oldorph locked up, and they’re searching all 

the cabins!” Then, seeing the pieces, “What did 

you do? Never mind! Stay here!” He scooped up 

the parts and dashed back out before Antonia 

could say anything. 

Trajan returned twenty minutes later. 

“You hid it?” she asked.

He nodded. “On top of one of the conduits 

on the lifeboat deck.” He flung himself into the 

chair. “I got back just in time. The MPs are in 

the next cabin.”

She stood, unable to keep still. Then she put 

her hands in her pockets, and felt a flash of 

horror as she realized she still had the power 

source.

She drew it out and held it up, showing her 

brother.

“What is—?” Then his eyes widened. He 

swore, but before they could choose a hiding 

place, there came a pounding on the cabin door. 

“Open up! Military police!”

“Hold on!” Trajan said and stood to open the 

door.

13

Before he To

Before he took two steps, though, the door 

was flung open and a man and a woman, both 

in military uniforms, entered. 

“Hands up and stand to the side, please,” the 

woman said.

The siblings did so. At Trajan’s glance at 

the doorway, Antonia signaled NO—almost 

imperceptibly shaking her head. 

As the MPs searched the room, flinging 

cushions and rugs and scattering dust, Antonia’s 

nose twitched and she sneezed. She quickly 

covered her mouth with a hand before raising it 

back in the air.

14Before he To

Antonia stood silently the rest of the time the 

MPs were there, nodded and showed her identity 

card when they asked if she was, indeed, Antonia 

Young. Didn’t even flinch when the woman 

frisked her, patting her pockets carefully.

Then they left. “Thank you for your time,” the 

woman said and gently shut the door.

Before Trajan could ask, Antonia spit 

something into her hand.

“You had it in your mouth the whole time?” 

he asked.

“Shh!” Antonia replied. “No, I had it in 

my hand but put it under my tongue when 

I sneezed.” She went to the sink, rinsed her 

mouth, and spat. 

15

SPY

LINER

by Greg Leitich Smith 

illustrated by Doug SiroisSPY

LINER

wORLDS
series

wORLDS

YOUR CLASSROOM. THEIR LITERATE LIFE.

Books that students see themselves reflected in.
Capturing a wide-range of topics suitable for intermediate grades, students 

dive into original stories that feature a diversity of people, places, and events. 

Embark on an epic adventure—into print.

Readers are transported into the many worlds of fiction 

as they face challenges, learn lessons, make connections 

with characters, and tap into their imaginations. 

Page-turning, knuckle gripping 

stories of uncovered truths and 

intriguing realities  

Varied cultures, universal themes

Transferring readers to other worlds 
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Sounds of freedom 

urged Makeba to come home. 

Soon after apartheid ended, a new 

government was elected, led by 

President Mandela. 

On June 10, 1990, from the 

window of the airplane, Makeba 

gazed at the clouds over Africa. 

After thirty years in exile, she 

was finally going home. As the 

plane touched down, she felt 

apprehensive: Am I really in South 

Africa? What are they going to do 

to me? 

When she exited the plane, 

cameras flashed, a band played the 

national anthem, and the crowd 

cheered. When she laid eyes on 

her brother, she began to weep. 

The crowd welcomed her home 

with open arms. She was their 

voice, the voice of South Africa, 

and the voice of freedom. To 

them, she truly was the Empress 

of African Song.

Throughout the 1970s and ‘80s, 

Makeba toured Europe, South 

America, and Africa, raising money 

for civil rights and anti-apartheid 

causes. Her voice was the voice 

of the people; her rhythms 

moved them to rise and fight. 

Her message of resistance united 

people as it condemned injustice 

everywhere. Makeba performed in 

other African nations struggling to 

win independence from colonial 

powers. For stirring hopes of 

freedom among millions, she 

became known as “Mama Africa.”

At last, in response to crushing 

opposition within South Africa 

and mounting pressure from world 

nations, apartheid came to an 

end in 1990. After twenty-seven 

years, the anti-apartheid activist 

Nelson Mandela was released 

from prison. Once freed, Mandela 

12

 

Mandela welcomes  

Makeba home.

Nelson Mandela 

Born in South Africa in 1918, 

Nelson Mandela spent his 

life fighting for a free and 

democratic South Africa. As a 

lawyer and powerful speaker, 

he rose in the ranks of the 

African National Congress 

(ANC), establishing plans for 

ending white domination. 

Charged with sabotage and 

conspiracy to overthrow the 

government in 1964, he spent 

the next twenty-seven years 

in prison. From prison, he 

negotiated with the white 

government. Elected president 

in 1994, he encouraged 

understanding among all races 

in the new South Africa. 

13

The wind howls and whips across the frozen landscape. 

Snow and ice stretch as far as the eye can see beneath 

a steel-gray sky. This area of Siberia, in Russia, seems 

lifeless and empty, but it’s not. In the distance, a line 

snakes across the ice-covered land. Despite the bitter 

cold, some hardy people are making their way across  

the arctic tundra. And they aren’t alone; hundreds 

of reindeer are also making this incredible 800-mile 

(1,288-kilometer) journey.

Living
              Herd

with 

the
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These rugged and determined human travelers are the 

Nenets. Their ancestors have called the freezing tundra 

home for over a thousand years. And all that time, the 

Nenets have traveled and lived side by side with the 

reindeer. In fact, the Nenets’ entire existence revolves 

around the animals. Reindeer provide them with food, 

shelter, clothing, and tools. And the reindeer give the 

Nenets something even more important: a purpose.

The Nenets live on the remote Yamal Peninsula, 

which is above the Arctic Circle. Yamal means “the 

edge of the world” in the Nenets’ native language.

3

In medieval Japan, no one 

was more feared—and more 

respected—than the samurai. 

For centuries, these 

formidable, knight-like 

warriors battled each other to 

rule Japan. Highly educated 

and trained in deadly combat 

skills, the samurai protected 

their territories from  

invaders or simply  

sought glory in war.

Not all of these famed and 

feared warriors were men, 

however. Mothers, wives, 

daughters, and sisters took 

up arms and fought fiercely 

alongside the samurai. These 

mighty female warriors— 

the legendary onna  

bugeisha (OH-nuh  

boo-GAY-shuh)— 

proved that  

women are  

capable, brave,  

and daring  

fighters. 

The Fearless Onna Bugeisha

2

This artwork from 1896 

shows a famous onna 

bugeisha, Tomoe Gozen, 

taking charge in a battle.

Both the samurai and onna 

bugeisha lived, fought, and 

died by a strict code of 

honor called the Bushido. In 

Japanese, Bushido means “way 

of the warrior.” These brave  

men and women learned 

from a young age to have 

no fear. Without fear, a 

warrior was capable of  

   anything. Fearlessness 

   was power. 

Though the onna bugeisha 

are less well known, they 

usually defended their homes 

and families during wartime. 

 Though very few of their  

  stories were captured in  

   history books, their  

     legends live on. 

3

by Pamela Dell
illustrated by Scott Plumbe

Women Warriors
Tales of  

the Onna  
Bugeisha
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Miriam
Makeba

The

by Linda Lundberg

1
BOLD

SERIES

Opening readers’ eyes to the 

wonder of nonfiction

In the Guided Reading Collection, there 

is an array of intriguing nonfiction topics 

appealing to all kinds of readers. Subjects 

range from lake monsters to optical 

illusions, and there are even books about 

robot hotels and communicating plants.

Enlightening readers’ minds to historical events, 

people of interest, fascinating truths, and riveting 

discoveries about the world.

RETURN            TO CONTENTS
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GRADE K BOOKS

TEXT LEVEL SET 

K A1
978-0-325-12059-1

7 Fiction

3 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

K A4
978-0-325-12065-2

3 Fiction

7 Nonfiction

 TEXT LEVEL SET 

K A2
978-0-325-12061-4

6 Fiction

4 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

K A3
978-0-325-12063-8

7 Fiction

3 Nonfiction

YOUR CLASSROOM. THEIR LITERATE LIFE.

1

6

2

7

3

8

4

9

5

10

BOOKS ARE SHOWN

IN RECOMMENDED SEQUENCE

https://www.heinemann.com/products/e12059.aspx
https://www.heinemann.com/products/e12059.aspx
https://www.heinemann.com/products/e12065.aspx
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GRADE K BOOKS

TEXT LEVEL SET 

KB1
978-0-325-12067-6

9 Fiction

1 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

KB2
978-0-325-12069-0

6 Fiction

4 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

KB3
978-0-325-12071-3

3 Fiction

7 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

KB4
978-0-325-12073-7

3 Fiction

7 Nonfiction
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GRADE K BOOKS

TEXT LEVEL SET 

KC1
978-0-325-12075-1

5 Fiction

5 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

KC2
978-0-325-12077-5

8 Fiction

2 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

KC3
978-0-325-12079-9

9 Fiction

1 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

KC4
978-0-325-12081-2

3 Fiction

7 Nonfiction

YOUR CLASSROOM. THEIR LITERATE LIFE.
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GRADE K BOOKS

TEXT LEVEL SET 

KD1
978-0-325-12083-6

6 Fiction

4 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

KD2
978-0-325-12085-0

7 Fiction

3 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

KD3
978-0-325-12087-4

5 Fiction

5 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

KE1
978-0-325-12089-8

5 Fiction

5 Nonfiction
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22

GRADE K BOOKS

TEXT LEVEL SET 

KE2
978-0-325-12091-1

8 Fiction

2 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

KF1
978-0-325-12093-5

6 Fiction

4 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

KG1
978-0-325-12095-9

6 Fiction

4 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

KH1
978-0-325-12097-3

6 Fiction

4 Nonfiction

YOUR CLASSROOM. THEIR LITERATE LIFE.

https://www.heinemann.com/products/e12091.aspx
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https://www.heinemann.com/products/e12097.aspx


23

GRADE 1 BOOKS

TEXT LEVEL SET 

1A1
978-0-325-12099-7

4 Fiction

6 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

1B1
978-0-325-12101-7

5 Fiction

5 Nonfiction

Books that make 
reading joyful.
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BOOKS ARE SHOWN

IN RECOMMENDED SEQUENCE
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https://www.heinemann.com/products/e12101.aspx


24

GRADE 1 BOOKS

TEXT LEVEL SET 

1D1
978-0-325-12105-5

6 Fiction

4 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

1D2
978-0-325-12107-9

9 Fiction

1 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

1C1
978-0-325-12103-1

6 Fiction

4 Nonfiction

YOUR CLASSROOM. THEIR LITERATE LIFE.

https://www.heinemann.com/products/e12105.aspx
https://www.heinemann.com/products/e12105.aspx
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GRADE 1 BOOKS

TEXT LEVEL SET 

1E1
978-0-325-12109-3

7 Fiction

3 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

1E2
978-0-325-12111-6

6 Fiction

4 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

1F1
978-0-325-12113-0

7 Fiction

3 Nonfiction
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26

GRADE 1 BOOKS

TEXT LEVEL SET 

1G1
978-0-325-12117-8

6 Fiction

4 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

1G2
978-0-325-12119-2

6 Fiction

4 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

1F2
978-0-325-12115-4

7 Fiction

3 Nonfiction

YOUR CLASSROOM. THEIR LITERATE LIFE.
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https://www.heinemann.com/products/e12115.aspx
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GRADE 1 BOOKS

TEXT LEVEL SET 

1H1
978-0-325-12121-5

7 Fiction

3 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

1H2
978-0-325-12123-9

7 Fiction

3 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

1 I1
978-0-325-12125-3

4 Fiction

6 Nonfiction
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https://www.heinemann.com/products/e12125.aspx
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28

GRADE 1 BOOKS

TEXT LEVEL SET 

1 J1
978-0-325-12129-1

3 Fiction

7 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

1 J2
978-0-325-12131-4

5 Fiction

5 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

1 I2
978-0-325-12127-7

7 Fiction

3 Nonfiction

YOUR CLASSROOM. THEIR LITERATE LIFE.

https://www.heinemann.com/products/e12129.aspx
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https://www.heinemann.com/products/e12127.aspx


29

GRADE 1 BOOKS

TEXT LEVEL SET 

1K1
978-0-325-12133-8

6 Fiction

4 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

1L1
978-0-325-12135-2

7 Fiction

3 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

1M1
978-0-325-12137-6

4 Fiction

6 Nonfiction
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https://www.heinemann.com/products/e12133.aspx
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https://www.heinemann.com/products/e12137.aspx


30

GRADE 2 BOOKS

TEXT LEVEL SET 

2E1
978-0-325-12139-0

8 Fiction

2 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

2F1
978-0-325-12141-3

6 Fiction

4 Nonfiction

Books delight—with characters to love, and art to amaze.

YOUR CLASSROOM. THEIR LITERATE LIFE.
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https://www.heinemann.com/products/e12141.aspx


31

GRADE 2 BOOKS

TEXT LEVEL SET 

2F2
978-0-325-12143-7

6 Fiction

4 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

2G1
978-0-325-12145-1

9 Fiction

1 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

2G2
978-0-325-12147-5

5 Fiction

5 Nonfiction

RETURN            TO CONTENTS

https://www.heinemann.com/products/e12143.aspx
https://www.heinemann.com/products/e12143.aspx
https://www.heinemann.com/products/e12145.aspx
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https://www.heinemann.com/products/e12147.aspx
https://www.heinemann.com/products/e12147.aspx


32

GRADE 2 BOOKS

TEXT LEVEL SET 

2H2
978-0-325-12151-2

4 Fiction

6 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

2 I1
978-0-325-12153-6

4 Fiction

6 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

2H1
978-0-325-12149-9

9 Fiction

1 Nonfiction

YOUR CLASSROOM. THEIR LITERATE LIFE.

https://www.heinemann.com/products/e12151.aspx
https://www.heinemann.com/products/e12151.aspx
https://www.heinemann.com/products/e12153.aspx
https://www.heinemann.com/products/e12153.aspx
https://www.heinemann.com/products/e12149.aspx
https://www.heinemann.com/products/e12149.aspx


33

GRADE 2 BOOKS

TEXT LEVEL SET 

2 I2
978-0-325-12155-0

7 Fiction

3 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

2 J1
978-0-325-12157-4

5 Fiction

5 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

2 J2
978-0-325-12159-8

7 Fiction

3 Nonfiction

RETURN            TO CONTENTS

https://www.heinemann.com/products/e12155.aspx
https://www.heinemann.com/products/e12155.aspx
https://www.heinemann.com/products/e12157.aspx
https://www.heinemann.com/products/e12157.aspx
https://www.heinemann.com/products/e12159.aspx
https://www.heinemann.com/products/e12159.aspx


34

GRADE 2 BOOKS

TEXT LEVEL SET 

2K2
978-0-325-12163-5

7 Fiction

3 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

2L1
978-0-325-12165-9

5 Fiction

5 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

2K1
978-0-325-12161-1

7 Fiction

3 Nonfiction

YOUR CLASSROOM. THEIR LITERATE LIFE.

https://www.heinemann.com/products/e12163.aspx
https://www.heinemann.com/products/e12163.aspx
https://www.heinemann.com/products/e12165.aspx
https://www.heinemann.com/products/e12165.aspx
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https://www.heinemann.com/products/e12161.aspx


35

GRADE 2 BOOKS

2-WAY

TEXT LEVEL SET 

2L2
978-0-325-12167-3

2 Fiction

8 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

2M1
978-0-325-12169-7

5 Fiction

5 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

2M2
978-0-325-12171-0

5 Fiction

6 Nonfiction

RETURN            TO CONTENTS

https://www.heinemann.com/products/e12167.aspx
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36

GRADE 2 BOOKS

2-WAY

TEXT LEVEL SET 

2N1
978-0-325-12173-4

4 Fiction

7 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

2N2
978-0-325-12175-8

4 Fiction

6 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

2O1
978-0-325-12177-2

2 Fiction

3 Nonfiction

“TEXT LEVEL SET 

2P1
978-0-325-12179-6

3 Fiction

2 Nonfiction

YOUR CLASSROOM. THEIR LITERATE LIFE.

https://www.heinemann.com/products/e12173.aspx
https://www.heinemann.com/products/e12173.aspx
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https://www.heinemann.com/products/e12179.aspx
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GRADE 3 BOOKS

TEXT LEVEL SET 

3 I1
978-0-325-12181-9

6 Fiction

4 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

3 J1
978-0-325-12183-3

7 Fiction

3 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

3K1
978-0-325-12185-7

6 Fiction

4 Nonfiction
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BOOKS ARE SHOWN
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38

GRADE 3 BOOKS

TEXT LEVEL SET 

3K2
978-0-325-12187-1

8 Fiction

2 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

3L1
978-0-325-12189-5

5 Fiction

5 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

3L2
978-0-325-12191-8

9 Fiction

1 Nonfiction

YOUR CLASSROOM. THEIR LITERATE LIFE.

https://www.heinemann.com/products/e12187.aspx
https://www.heinemann.com/products/e12187.aspx
https://www.heinemann.com/products/e12189.aspx
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GRADE 3 BOOKS

2-WAY

2-WAY 2-WAY

2-WAY

TEXT LEVEL SET 

3M1
978-0-325-12193-2

5 Fiction

5 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

3M2
978-0-325-12195-6

5 Fiction

5 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

3N1
978-0-325-12197-0

3 Fiction

7 Nonfiction

RETURN            TO CONTENTS

https://www.heinemann.com/products/e12193.aspx
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40

GRADE 3 BOOKS

TEXT LEVEL SET 

3N2
978-0-325-12199-4

5 Fiction

5 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

3N3
978-0-325-12201-4

2 Fiction

3 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

3O1
978-0-325-12203-8

7 Fiction

3 Nonfiction

YOUR CLASSROOM. THEIR LITERATE LIFE.

https://www.heinemann.com/products/e12199.aspx
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GRADE 3 BOOKS

2-WAY

2-WAY

TEXT LEVEL SET 

3O2
978-0-325-12205-2

4 Fiction

6 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

3O3
978-0-325-12207-6

4 Fiction

6 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

3P1
978-0-325-12209-0

6 Fiction

5 Nonfiction

RETURN            TO CONTENTS

https://www.heinemann.com/products/e12205.aspx
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42

GRADE 3 BOOKS

2-WAY

2-WAY

TEXT LEVEL SET 

3P2
978-0-325-12211-3

3 Fiction

8 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

3P3
978-0-325-12213-7

3 Fiction

7 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

3Q1
978-0-325-12215-1

3 Fiction

8 Nonfiction

YOUR CLASSROOM. THEIR LITERATE LIFE.

https://www.heinemann.com/products/e12211.aspx
https://www.heinemann.com/products/e12211.aspx
https://www.heinemann.com/products/e12213.aspx
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GRADE 3 BOOKS

2-WAY

2-WAY

TEXT LEVEL SET 

3Q2
978-0-325-12217-5

3 Fiction

2 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

3R1
978-0-325-12219-9

3 Fiction

9 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

3S1
978-0-325-12221-2

4 Fiction

6 Nonfiction

RETURN            TO CONTENTS

https://www.heinemann.com/products/e12217.aspx
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44

GRADE 4 BOOKS

2-WAY

2-WAY

TEXT LEVEL SET 

4N1
978-0-325-12223-6

2 Fiction

3 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

4O2
978-0-325-12227-4

0 Fiction

5 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

4O1
978-0-325-12225-0

6 Fiction

5 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

4P1
978-0-325-12229-8

2 Fiction

8 Nonfiction

YOUR CLASSROOM. THEIR LITERATE LIFE.
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BOOKS ARE SHOWN
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GRADE 4 BOOKS

TEXT LEVEL SET 

4P2
978-0-325-12231-1

4 Fiction

1 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

4Q1
978-0-325-12233-5

2 Fiction

8 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

4Q2
978-0-325-12235-9

4 Fiction

6 Nonfiction

RETURN            TO CONTENTS

https://www.heinemann.com/products/e12231.aspx
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46

GRADE 4 BOOKS

2-WAY

TEXT LEVEL SET 

4Q3
978-0-325-12237-3

7 Fiction

3 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

4R1
978-0-325-12239-7

6 Fiction

4 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

4R2
978-0-325-12241-0

6 Fiction

3 Nonfiction

1 Hybrid

YOUR CLASSROOM. THEIR LITERATE LIFE.
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GRADE 4 BOOKS

2-WAY

TEXT LEVEL SET 

4R3
978-0-325-12243-4

3 Fiction

7 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

4S1
978-0-325-12245-8

2 Fiction

9 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

4S2
978-0-325-12247-2

4 Fiction

5 Nonfiction

1 Hybrid
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GRADE 4 BOOKS

2-WAY

TEXT LEVEL SET 

4S3
978-0-325-12249-6

3 Fiction

7 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

4T1
978-0-325-12251-9

2 Fiction

8 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

4T2
978-0-325-12253-3

7 Fiction

3 Nonfiction

YOUR CLASSROOM. THEIR LITERATE LIFE.

https://www.heinemann.com/products/e12249.aspx
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GRADE 4 BOOKS

2-WAY

2-WAY

TEXT LEVEL SET 

4U1
978-0-325-12255-7

6 Fiction

4 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

4U2
978-0-325-12257-1

2 Fiction

8 Nonfiction

High-interest 
nonfiction.

Contemporary topics immediately 

appeal to readers and expand their 

knowledge of the world.
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GRADE 4 BOOKS

2-WAY

TEXT LEVEL SET 

4V1
978-0-325-12259-5

5 Fiction

5 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

4V2
978-0-325-12261-8

1 Fiction

5 Nonfiction

YOUR CLASSROOM. THEIR LITERATE LIFE.

Transfixing topics, 
informative graphics, and 

stunning illustrations. 

https://www.heinemann.com/products/e12259.aspx
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GRADE 5 BOOKS

TEXT LEVEL SET 

5Q1
978-0-325-12263-2

2 Fiction

3 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

5R1
978-0-325-12265-6

4 Fiction

6 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

5S1
978-0-325-12267-0

4 Fiction

6 Nonfiction

1

6

2

7

3

8

4

9

5

10

BOOKS ARE SHOWN

IN RECOMMENDED SEQUENCE
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GRADE 5 BOOKS

2-WAY

TEXT LEVEL SET 

5T1
978-0-325-12269-4

2 Fiction

8 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

5T2
978-0-325-12271-7

7 Fiction

4 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

5U1
978-0-325-12273-1

5 Fiction

5 Nonfiction

1 Hybrid

YOUR CLASSROOM. THEIR LITERATE LIFE.
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GRADE 5 BOOKS

2-WAY

2-WAY2-WAY

TEXT LEVEL SET 

5U2
978-0-325-12275-5

4 Fiction

6 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

5V1
978-0-325-12277-9

4 Fiction

7 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

5V2
978-0-325-12279-3

5 Fiction

7 Nonfiction
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GRADE 5 BOOKS

2-WAY

2-WAY 2-WAY

2-WAY

TEXT LEVEL SET 

5W1
978-0-325-12281-6

3 Fiction

8 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

5W2
978-0-325-12283-0

5 Fiction

4 Nonfiction

1 Hybrid

TEXT LEVEL SET 

5W3
978-0-325-12285-4

2 Fiction

5 Nonfiction

YOUR CLASSROOM. THEIR LITERATE LIFE.
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GRADE 5 BOOKS

2-WAY

2-WAY

2-WAY

TEXT LEVEL SET 

5X1
978-0-325-12287-8

2 Fiction

10 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

5X2
978-0-325-12289-2

6 Fiction

4 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

5Y1
978-0-325-12291-5

4 Fiction

6 Nonfiction

1 Hybrid
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GRADE 5 BOOKS

2-WAY

2-WAY

2-WAY

2-WAY

TEXT LEVEL SET 

5Y2
978-0-325-12293-9

4 Fiction

8 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

5Z1
978-0-325-12295-3

3 Fiction

8 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

5Z2
978-0-325-12297-7

5 Fiction

6 Nonfiction

YOUR CLASSROOM. THEIR LITERATE LIFE.
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GRADE 6 BOOKS

TEXT LEVEL SET 

6T1
978-0-325-12299-1

4 Fiction

6 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

6U1
978-0-325-12301-1

4 Fiction

5 Nonfiction

1 Hybrid

TEXT LEVEL SET 

6V1
978-0-325-12303-5

4 Fiction

6 Nonfiction

1

6

2

7

3

8

4

9

5

10

BOOKS ARE SHOWN

IN RECOMMENDED SEQUENCE
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GRADE 6 BOOKS

2-WAY

2-WAY

2-WAY

TEXT LEVEL SET 

6V2
978-0-325-12305-9

3 Fiction

3 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

6W3
978-0-325-12311-0

2 Fiction

4 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

6W1
978-0-325-12307-3

6 Fiction

4 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

6W2
978-0-325-12309-7

1 Fiction

9 Nonfiction

1 Hybrid

YOUR CLASSROOM. THEIR LITERATE LIFE.
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GRADE 6 BOOKS

2-WAY

2-WAY

2-WAY 2-WAY

2-WAY

TEXT LEVEL SET 

6X1
978-0-325-12313-4

2 Fiction

9 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

6X2
978-0-325-12315-8

7 Fiction

4 Nonfiction

1 Hybrid

TEXT LEVEL SET 

6X3
978-0-325-12317-2

5 Fiction

6 Nonfiction
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GRADE 6 BOOKS

2-WAY

2-WAY

2-WAY

2-WAY

TEXT LEVEL SET 

6Y1
978-0-325-12319-6

4 Fiction

8 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

6Y2
978-0-325-12321-9

5 Fiction

4 Nonfiction

1 Hybrid

TEXT LEVEL SET 

6Y3
978-0-325-12323-3

4 Fiction

7 Nonfiction

YOUR CLASSROOM. THEIR LITERATE LIFE.
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GRADE 6 BOOKS

2-WAY

2-WAY

TEXT LEVEL SET 

6Z1
978-0-325-12325-7

3 Fiction

7 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

6Z2
978-0-325-12327-1

3 Fiction

7 Nonfiction

TEXT LEVEL SET 

6Z3
978-0-325-12329-5

8 Fiction

4 Nonfiction
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GRADE K

GRADE 2

GRADE 4 GRADE 5

STUNNING CLASSIC TALES

YOUR CLASSROOM. THEIR LITERATE LIFE.

 FICTION

Series books captivate 

readers in grades K–6. 

Series books, created solely for the 

Guided Reading Collection, feature the 

same characters, settings, or themes 

across texts, inspiring readers to make 

connections and comparisons as they 

read. Students will love reading about 

their favorite characters—from the Oops 

Family to Captain Fantastic. 

t Funny Monkey

This funny monkey is always up to 

something! Watch him juggle, fly a kite, 

eat lunch, and go on a trip.

Classic Tales uuuuuuu

From the far North of the Inuit to Japan, 

from Russia to Iran—these traditional 

folktales include retellings from around 

the world.

Oops Family u

Ever felt like everything is just going wrong? You 

might be part of the Oops Family! Find out about the 

sometimes serious, always hilarious, problems the 

Oops Family faces. 

Earl and Pearl u

This brother and sister pair are not like other 

siblings—they’re badgers! But just like human siblings, 

Earl and Pearl have fun and take care of each other. 

p Dream Park

Be careful what you wish for! At Dream Park dreams really  

do come true—for better or worse.

t Space Station 6

An alien visiting from Planet NANN209Y? A fungus that eats 

pizza? There’s always something interesting happening at 

Space Station 6! 

Beautifully retold and newly illustrated,  

the Classic Tales series includes over 40 titles across grades K–6.

   FICTION SERIES

GRADE K 1 2 3 4 5 6

Number  
of Series  
per grade 

4 8 5 4 2 5 3

Total  
Series Books 
per grade

19 33 17 16 7 21 12

SERIES BOOKS
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GRADE 6

GRADE 3

GRADE 1

t Strong Families

Every person is unique, and so 

every family is unique, too. Follow 

four families and the different 

challenges they face.

Future Worlds u

From Point Wild to Stump Island, 

from Catullan to Cygnus Beta—follow 

the stories of brave, young explorers 

who are truly out of this world. 

Apprentice u 

Ever wondered what 

life was like one 

hundred years ago? Learn 

what it was like to grow up 

and work as an apprentice in this historical fiction series.

t Drama Club

No one knows who the first person was to say “drama 

club,” but everyone agrees that drama club is an exciting 

group. Follow these students as they write, produce, and 

direct their own plays—and adventures!

p Pranks

Who doesn’t like to play a harmless trick now and 

then? Some pranks are funny, others are a little 

scary, but in these stories, all pranks are surprising. 

p Finnegan MacDuff

How do you make the right choice when the 

wrong choice seems so much more fun? Can 

Finnegan MacDuff and his friend Charlie have 

fun and stay out of trouble?

qq Bear’s Den • A series that spans grades

Bear would like to live a peaceful and orderly 

life, but his neighbors have other ideas! Follow 

Bear and his friends Rabbit, Squirrel, and the 

Little Snakes on their zany adventures. 

t Lion and Mouse

Lion and Mouse could not be more different—or 

better friends! Follow this pair as they play in a new 

tent, paint pictures, fly kites, and have fun together.

q The Raccoon Family

The world is an exciting place for 

Mother Raccoon and the Kits. Follow 

this family of clever raccoons on their 

animal adventures.

RETURN            TO CONTENTS
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GRADE 3

GRADE K

GRADE 5 GRADE 6

Two-way book

YOUR CLASSROOM. THEIR LITERATE LIFE.

Perilous Professions u

For some brave people, danger 

is a day job! Follow venom 

extractors, stunt doubles, and 

other daredevils as they do 

their risky work. 

Artistic Expression q

From constructing futuristic buildings to decorating ancient pots, 

people from around the world are finding creative ways to share 

their stories and traditions, creating works of art in the process.  

NONFICTION

Nonfiction series leverage 

curiosity—and learning.
Connecting each book in a series by a theme or idea, 

readers learn about topics from comets and meteors 

to clever, unthinkable inventions. p My Pet

What do parrots, hamsters, rabbits, 

and lizards all have in common? They 

make excellent pets! Learn about some 

different animals that people keep as pets.

Unusual Places u

From sloppy, gooey, and dangerous mud pots to houses designed 

to make music, these unusual places are guaranteed to surprise!

t That’s Tasty! 

A cookie with a secret message inside? 

Ice cream that looks like spaghetti? All 

around the world, food comes in 

surprising shapes, smells, and tastes!

The Body: Inside and Out u

They might seem gross or rude but 

burping and spitting are important! Learn 

more about the surprising things your 

body does to keep you happy and healthy.

t The Universe Revealed

Maybe you’ve wished on a 

shooting star, but have you 

studied it? Learn more about 

comets, meteors, and other 

exciting parts of our solar 

system and beyond. 

Spice It Up u 

Your lunch might include a wide 

range of spices and flavors, but 

do you know how your food gets 

its spice? From vanilla to nutmeg 

to saffron, learn the history 

behind your favorite spices. 

  NONFICTION SERIES

GRADE K 1 2 3 4 5 6

Number of Series per grade 1 1 5 6 5 4 3

Total Series Books per grade 4 4 23 24 26 15 16

SERIES BOOKS
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GRADE 4

GRADE 1 GRADE 2

MULTI-GRADE SERIES

   MULTI-GRADE SERIES

GRADES K-1 K-2 2-3 3-4-5 3, 5 3, 5 ,6 4-5 - 6 4 ,6 K- 6

Total Books per 

Multi-grade Series

15  
fiction

4  
nonfiction

4  
nonfiction

16 

nonfiction
7 

nonfiction
21 

nonfiction
12 

nonfiction
12  

nonfiction
46  

fiction

 

Incredible Inventions  uuu

A slippery driveway, an old recipe, narrow streets—read 

about the incredible inventions people created to solve 

these and other everyday problems. 

t Spectacular Sports

How did a hockey stick get its curve? When did bicycles 

get pedals? What’s a pickleball? Learn about familiar 

sports and discover little-known sports in this 

fascinating series.

Re-Create and Reuse u

Ever wonder what happens to 

worn out clothes? Or to garbage 

after it is thrown away? Discover the 

creative ways people reuse materials to 

create clothes, gardens, and even art.

p The Power of Art

Art comes in all shapes, sizes, and forms. From mud houses to 

dirt drawings to nets in the sky, discover different ways art 

excites and inspires. 

t Look!

Horns or antlers? 

Alligator or 

crocodile? Leaf or 

insect? Looking 

closer reveals 

surprising 

similarities and 

differences in 

nature.

p Real-Life Animal Adventures

Follow an octopus escape artist, a curious housecat, a stranded coyote, and 

other incredible animals as they show just how interesting and exciting the 

animal world can be.

Many series span multiple grades providing readers 

the opportunity to rejoin with their favorite 

characters and topics year after year. 

RETURN            TO CONTENTS
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LESSONS

Meet students where they are and lead 

them forward with intention and precision
Build a rich guided reading collection over time with the most powerful, engaging, 

original texts to advance each student’s ability to process increasingly challenging 

books with fluency and comprehension. 

The Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™ Guided Reading Collection includes 1300 

new, original titles (6 copies of each title) that span text levels A through Z, 

with an accompanying lesson folder for each title. These guided reading books 

were created by a team of talented authors and illustrators under the direction 

of Fountas and Pinnell. Each book is carefully calibrated to match the text 

characteristics underlying the F&P Text Level Gradient™.

Instruction for Guided Reading

n Small-group instruction

n   During guided reading, students read a teacher-

selected text in a small group; the teacher provides 

explicit teaching and support for reading 

increasingly challenging texts

n  Texts are at students’ instructional 

reading level

n  Students read the whole text

n  Teaching is responsive to individual student  

strengths and needs.

Guided Reading At A Glance

STEPS IN THE  

GUIDED READING 

PROCESS

1. Know your readers and 

form groups.

2. Select and analyze 

texts to use.

3. Introduce the text.

4. Children read the text.

5. Children discuss 

the text.

6. Decide on one or two 

teaching points.

7. Children engage in 

letter/word work 

activity.

8. Extend understanding 

through writing.

9. Reflect on the lesson 
and plan the following 

lesson.
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G
RYou Will Need

• Find the Insect, Level F

• whiteboards

• magnetic letters

Visit resources.fountasandpinnell.com 

to download online resources to support 

this lesson, including:

• Recording Form 

Book  Find the Insect

Level  F

Author  Jacqueline Adams

Genre  Nonfiction/
Expository

Series  Look! Series

Goals
Think about the readers and the behaviors and understandings to notice, teach for, and support at Level F in The Fountas  

& Pinnell Literacy Continuum. Select goals that match the needs of your students. The following may be appropriate.

Reading

■■ Search for and use information 

from photographs.

■■ Use labels on photographs to 

search for information.

■■ Reread a sentence or phrase to 

confirm.

■■ Read with phrasing.

■■ Understand labels for insect body 

parts (legs, head, wings).

■■ Make predictions based on 

information in photographs.

■■ Recognize that a text can have 

true information (nonfiction).

■■ Talk about the text, showing 

understanding of the topic.

Phonics/Letter and  

Word Work

■■ Make and break apart words with 

a VVC pattern including a double 

vowel.

Writing About Reading

■■ Tell important information about 

a text.

Analysis of Book Characteristics Find the Insect, Level F 

How the Book Works Part of the Look! Series, this expository nonfiction text is written in the third person with 

repeating language patterns. It tells how different insects camouflage against trees, leaves, and flowers to hide. 

Photographs show insects hiding and insects clearly visible.

Genre/Form

■■ Nonfiction

■■ Expository 

■■ Series book

Text Structure

■■ Underlying structural patterns 

(categorical, compare and 

contrast)

Content

■■ Content interesting to and 

relevant for young children

■■ Familiar, easy content (insects)

■■ High level of support provided by 

picture information

■■ Some content that goes beyond 

children’s immediate experience 

(hiding from predators) 

Themes and Ideas

■■ Concrete theme close to children’s 

experience (nature)

■■ Clear, simple ideas easy to identify

Language and Literary 

Features

■■ A few repeating or alternating 

language patterns

Sentence Complexity

■■ Sentences with subject and 

predicate

■■ Some sentences with clauses or 

phrases (You can look outside to 

find more insects that are hiding.)

Vocabulary

■■ Almost all words that are in 

common oral vocabulary for 

young children 

■■ Concept words illustrated by 

pictures (leaves, bark, flowers)

Words

■■ One- and two-syllable words with 

high picture support (leaf, hiding, 

flowers)

■■ Simple plurals using -s (insects, 

sticks)

■■ A variety of high-frequency words 

(look, them, not)

■■ Verbs with inflectional endings 

(hiding, looks)

■■ Words with easy spelling patterns

■■ Simple contractions (isn’t, It’s)

Illustrations

■■ Illustrations (photographs) of the 

important content

■■ Clear separation of illustrations 

(photographs) and print

■■ Labeled photographs

Book and Print Features

■■ Print in large, plain font

■■ Two to five lines of text on each 

page of print

■■ Sentences turn over one or more 

lines

■■ Periods and commas

1
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© 2018 by Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell from Fountas & Pinnell Classroom. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann. 

Guided Reading LESSON FOLDER 
A CLOSER LOOK

Gather the 

materials needed 

to prepare for and 

present the lesson.

Summary of the 

book and detailed 

analysis of its 

characteristics. 

Familiarize yourself with the at-a-glance information on 

each title, which may include another guided reading title 

at the same level that is related by topic or theme.

Coherence
CONNECTION

Choose or modify 

the lesson Goals 

(organized into 

three categories) to 

match the learning 

needs of students:

1) Reading

2)  Phonics/Letter 

and Word Work

3)  Writing about 

Reading

RETURN            TO CONTENTS

VIEW THIS  

BOOK 

ONLINE

https://www.heinemann.com/shared/companionresources/fpc/books-insect/index.html
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GRADE 1 LESSON

2

Supporting English Learners

Support students’ 

understanding of vocabulary.

 ● Clarify the meaning of hide. 

Explain that it means “to be 

out of sight.”

 ● Explain the meaning of 

the phrase to be good at 

something. Discuss with 

students what they are 

good at doing.

Prompting  
Guide, Part 1

Refer to pages 13 
and 18 as needed

Introducing the Text 
Consider the strengths and needs of your readers and the demands of the text as you craft the 

introduction. The following bulleted items provide an example of one way to introduce the book. The 

introduction should be interactive and should allow time for students to respond (indicated by h).

■■ The title of this book is Find the Insect. Some insects are very good at hiding so that birds or other 

animals can’t find them and eat them. Some insects hide so they can catch other insects!

■■ Turn to pages 2 and 3. In this book, you must look very closely to find the insect that is hiding. What do 

you notice? h It looks like a lot of leaves in the photo, but one of them is not a leaf. It is an insect that 

looks like a leaf. Can you find it? 

■■ Now, turn to pages 4 and 5. Did you find the insect that looks like a leaf? h Notice the labels that show 

where the insect’s legs and head are located. How do the labels help you? h What makes this insect 

good at hiding? h It looks like a leaf, but it isn’t. 

■■ Say the word isn’t. h What word part that you know do you hear at the beginning of the word isn’t? h 

Find the word isn’t on page 4 and run your finger under it.

■■ Turn to pages 6 and 7 and look at the sticks. The writer says, “Some of these sticks are not sticks.” Say 

the word these. h What two letters would you expect to see at the beginning of the word these? h It 

starts just like the. Find the word these and run your finger under it. 

■■ Turn the page. Put your finger under the word this. h You can find the word this two times on page 8.

■■ Turn to pages 12 and 13. The insect hides on the bark of the tree. Do you know what bark is? h Clarify 

as needed.

■■ Now, turn back to the beginning and read to learn about other insects that are good at hiding. See if 

you can find their head, body, and legs or wings. When you find the insect, turn the page to check if 

you are right.

Reading the Text
As the students read softly, notice what individuals do at difficulty or after an error, so you can 

demonstrate, prompt for, or reinforce effective strategic actions.

■■  If needed, show a student how to reread to confirm. You can read that again and check to see if you 

are right. Prompt with Read that again to check if you are right.

■■  If needed, demonstrate how to read with appropriate phrasing. Listen to how I put my words together 

so it sounds like talking. Prompt with Put your words together so it sounds like talking.

© 2018 by Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell from Fountas & Pinnell Classroom. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann. 

YOUR CLASSROOM. THEIR LITERATE LIFE.

Provide just enough support and information to allow readers to engage 

successfully with the text with these suggestions for Introducing the Text.

Guide teaching and propel talk with 

children in a responsive manner 

during their reading using these 

suggested prompts.

Refer to the 

Prompting 

Guides, Part 1 

and Part 2 

with these 

point-of-use 

references. 

Support English 

learners in 

processing the 

text and 

benefiting from 

the teaching with 

these sugges-

tions for 

modifying or 

scaffolding 

instruction. 

Listen, prompt, and interact 

with children while they 

Read the Text. 
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3

Prompting  
Guide, Part 2

Refer to pages 9, 10, 
17, and 35 as needed

Prompting  
Guide, Part 1

Refer to page 18  
as needed

Prompting  
Guide, Part 2

Refer to page 9  
as needed

Discussing and Revisiting the Text 
Engage all group members in sharing their responses to the book. Encourage them to listen and 

respond to each other’s thinking during the discussion.

■■ Invite students to share their thinking about Find the Insect.

■■ To encourage discussion, you may want to select from the following questions/prompts or refer to 

Prompting Guide, Part 2:

• Tell how the insects in the book hide. You can look back at the photographs to help you. 

• Why is it important for some insects to be able to hide? Let’s find some good examples of 

insects that are really good at hiding.

• Some insects hide to stay safe from their enemies. How do their bodies help keep them safe?

• How would hiding on a flower help an insect find another insect to eat?

• Think about what the writer wants you to learn. What kind of book is this? What was 

interesting to you?

■■ Continue the discussion, guiding students toward the key understandings and the main messages of 

the text. Some key understandings students may express: 

Thinking Within the Text Thinking Beyond the Text Thinking About the Text 

 ● A leaf may not be a leaf. It may be an insect 
that looks like a leaf.

 ● A stick may not be a stick. It may be an 
insect that looks like a stick.

 ● Some insects can hide on a tree. These 
insects look just like the tree bark.

 ● Some insects look like flowers. They can hide 
near flowers.

 ● You can look outside to find insects that are 
hiding.

 ● Some insects look like other objects. The 
insects may be the same color or same 
shape as their hiding spot. They blend in 
with their background.

 ● Some insects hide from animals that want to 
eat them. 

 ● Some insects hide so other insects won’t see 
them, and then they can eat the other 
insects.

 ● Looking for hiding insects in nature can be a 
fun game, but we shouldn’t touch them.

 ■ The writer gives interesting information 
about insects that hide, so the book is 
nonfiction.

 ■ The writer makes the book fun to read by 
making it like a treasure hunt. You have to 
look closely at the photographs to find the 
hiding insects.

MESSAGES Things are not always what they seem at first glance. Animals’ bodies help them stay safe 

and find food.

Teaching Point 
Select a teaching point that will be most helpful to your group of readers. If it’s appropriate, use the 

suggestion below, which supports thinking within the text.

Searching for and Using Information: Labels on Photographs

■■ The writer uses labels to help you understand information in a photograph. Turn to pages 4 and 5. 

The writer uses labels to show the insect’s legs and head. Point to one of the labels for legs. This 

label says legs. There are three lines. I follow each line to see three legs. Repeat for the other label for 

legs. How many legs does the insect have? h Repeat for the head label. 

■■ Now, look at the photograph on pages 12 and 13. What information do the labels give? h How many 

wings does the insect have? 

Supporting English Learners

Support students’ discussion of 

the text.

 ● Show pages 2 and 3. This 

insect looks like a leaf. Have 

students use an oral sentence 

frame to describe how an 

insect hides, such as This 

insect looks like ___.

 ● Check that students know 

what “enemies” means. 
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Phonics/Letter and Word Work 
Help the readers become more flexible with making and breaking apart words.

Make and Break Apart Words with a VVC Pattern 

■■ Use magnetic letters to make the word good on the 

whiteboard and have students read the word. Then, break 

the word into onset and rime: g-ood. What pattern do you 

notice at the end of the word? h Help students notice the 

double vowel pattern -ood.

■■ Give each student a whiteboard and the magnetic letters 

d, g, h, o, o, s, t, and w. Use the magnetic letters to make 

the word good. h Now, break the word apart. h Mix up the 

letters, and then quickly make the word good again and 

read it. 

■■ Have students change one letter in the word good to 

make the word hood. Repeat the process of breaking the 

word into onset and rime. Then, ask students to mix up 

the letters and make the word again quickly. Continue 

with wood and stood.

Assessment
Refer to the goals stated on page 1 of this lesson guide and make notes of behavioral evidence, 

demonstrating that these goals were achieved. 

■■ Refer to Level F in The Fountas & Pinnell Literacy Continuum and note the behaviors and 

understandings the readers in the group control or need to control. Make notes about what the readers 

learned how to do and what they need to learn how to do next. 

■■ Use the Recording Form to take a reading record and assess an individual’s processing on yesterday’s 

new book. You may want to select a student before or after the lesson, or at some other point in the 

day, to code the record. After coding the reading, select an immediate teaching point that will be 

helpful to the particular reader.

Writing About Reading (Optional)
If you choose to have the students write about what they have read, the following is an option.

Independent Writing: Big Idea

■■ Talk with students about what they learned by reading Find the Insect.

■■ To help students identify the big idea, ask them to say one sentence that tells what the writer wants 

them to know.

■■ Have students write their sentence in the Reader’s Notebook. Prompt for quick writing of known high-

frequency words such as can, it, and is. Have students clap two-syllable words, such as insect. Tell 

students to say a word slowly to write the letters that represent the sounds they hear.

■■ When students have finished writing, remind them to reread to monitor and confirm.

Prompting  
Guide, Part 1

Refer to pages 13 
and 18 as needed

Supporting English Learners

Support students’ independent 

writing.

 ● Consider providing students 

with a sentence frame, such 

as Insects hide because ___ 

or An insect can ___.

GR0472
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Writing About Reading (optional) 

suggestions include shared, 

interactive, or independent writing 

activities. Encourage children to 

record their thinking in the 

Reader’s Notebook when a text 

evokes interest and conversation.

Coherence
CONNECTION

Assess and observe 

students’ learning during 

Guided Reading using 

specific goals, behaviors, 

and understandings from 

The Literacy Continuum. 

Help children develop flexible word-solving skills and 

automaticity in decoding and processing text with 

hands-on Phonics/Letter and Word Work.
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• Life in the Redwood Forest, Level P

Visit resources.fountasandpinnell.com 

to download online resources to support 

this lesson, including:

• Recording Form

Book  Life in the Redwood Forest

Level  P

Author  Joanna Solins

Genre  Nonfiction/Expository

Goals
Think about the readers and the behaviors and understandings to notice, teach for, and support at Level P in The Fountas  

& Pinnell Literacy Continuum. Select goals that match the needs of your students. The following may be appropriate.

Reading

■■ Search for information from 

graphics (photographs, map).

■■ Use text resources to search for 

information (glossary).

■■ Take apart new words to solve

them.

■■ Read a variety of punctuation.

■■ Understand content-specific 

words using a glossary (habitat,

canopy, decompose).

■■ Derive the meaning of a new word

from context (moisture, canopy, 

decompose).

■■ Talk about book features (table of 

contents, headings, illustrations, 

sidebars, map).

■■ Infer the writer’s message in the 

text, that all living things need 

water, food, and a place to live.

Word Work

■■ Recognize and use the prefix un-.

Writing About Reading

■■ Summarize the information in one

section of the book.

Analysis of Book Characteristics Life in the Redwood Forest, Level P

How The Book Works This expository text explains how and why the redwood forest trees are important to the 

survival of diverse life forms. The book is organized into five categories and includes headings, sidebars, full-page 

photographs with captions, small photographs with labels, a map, bold vocabulary words, and a glossary. 

Genre/Form

■■ Nonfiction

■■ Expository

Text Structure

■■ Book divided into sections

■■ Underlying structural patterns 

(description, cause and effect)

Content

■■ Content that goes beyond 

students’ immediate experience

(redwood forest)

Themes and Ideas

■■ Deeper meaning applicable to 

important human problems 

and social issues (environment,

habitats)

Language and Literary 

Features

■■ Language used to show temporal

sequence (during, then)

■■ Descriptive language that is 

important to understanding 

place (The damp fog gets caught

in their branches as it passes 

through the forest.)

Sentence Complexity

■■ Variation in sentence length and

structure

■■ Some sentences beginning with

phrases or subordinate clauses 

(When the leaves decompose, 

they turn into soil.)

Vocabulary

■■ Many content-specific words, but

only some explained in the text 

(trunks, habitat, canopy, snags)

■■ New vocabulary that requires 

strategic action to understand

(climate, fungus, groves)

Words

■■ Verbs with inflectional endings

(takes, passes, rotting)

■■ Adjectives with comparative

endings (taller, smaller)

■■ Wide range of contractions

Illustrations

■■ A range of graphics that add 

information and support the 

readers’ interpretation of the 

text (photographs with captions,

labels, map, charts).

Book and Print Features

■■ Captions that provide important

information

■■ Print placed in sidebars and 

graphics that provide important

information

■■ Title, table of contents, sidebar

■■ Glossary

■■ Periods, commas, question marks,

exclamation marks, quotation 

marks, and ellipses
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Supporting English Learners

Support students’ 

understanding of concepts  

and vocabulary.

● Make sure students 

understand the concepts 

of text features, such as 

sidebars.

● Explain the meaning of and 

model saying any unfamiliar 

words, such as coast,

coastal, range, floor, and

shelter.

Supporting English Learners

Support students’ vocabulary 

acquisition and fluency.

● Demonstrate how to take 

words apart to solve 

challenging words.

● Check that students 

understand the meaning of 

the words they solve.

● Model reading for 

appropriate pacing and 

intonation. Have students 

repeat.

Prompting  
Guide, Part 1

Refer to pages 12 
and 18 as needed

Introducing the Text 
Consider the strengths and needs of your readers and the demands of the text as you craft the 

introduction. The following bulleted items provide an example of one way to introduce the book. The 

introduction should be interactive and should allow time for students to respond (indicated by h). 

■■ This nonfiction book is titled Life in the Redwood Forest by Joanna Solins. The redwoods are very tall

trees. Have you ever seen trees this tall? h What are you thinking about those trees? 

■■ Read aloud “Awesome Redwoods” on the back cover of the book. How do you think Joanna Solins feels

about redwood trees? h What lets you know that? 

■■ Turn to pages 2 and 3. The first section is called “The Tallest Trees.” On page 2, the writer calls these 

trees “giant.” The same page includes the bold word habitat. Say the word habitat and clap it. Put 

your finger under it. h You can look up bold words in the glossary. Look for habitat in the glossary on 

page 16. h What does habitat mean? 

■■ As in many nonfiction books, illustrations, photographs, and sidebars appear in this text. Look at the

illustration on page 2. h What idea does it show? h Now, read the sidebar on page 3. h In sidebars, 

writers often provide extra information that relates to the text. Here, you can learn about trees that 

are relatives of Coast Redwoods. 

■■ Turn to pages 4 and 5. What does the map on page 4 show? h What do you notice in the big photo on

page 5? h The writer tells us redwood trees use moisture from fog. What letter would you expect to 

see first in the word moisture? h Find and read the word moisture on page 4.

■■ On pages 8 and 9, you’ll read about the homes in the sky provided by redwoods. Look at the 

photograph on page 8. Notice the photos in the circles. Use the labels to tell what plants these

pictures show. h These plants grow on redwood trees!

■■ Look over page 9 and find the words in bold print. h The first word is canopy. Say canopy. h The 

second word is decompose. Say and clap decompose. The writer defines these words on the page, so

pay careful attention as you read the words and sentences around them. Where else could you find 

definitions of these words? 

■■ Now, return to the beginning and read Life in the Redwood Forest. As you read, think about the

importance of the redwood forests to other forms of life. 

Reading the Text
Students will be reading silently, but you may want to sample the oral reading of a particular student  

or students. 

■■ Tell students that they need to read the punctuation as they read aloud. Change your voice when 

you see the marks on the page. Model reading aloud a page of the text. Then, prompt for reflecting

punctuation with the voice with Make your voice read the punctuation.

■■ Prompt for taking apart new words to solve them. For example: Look for a part that can help. Where

can you break it? Reinforce with language such as You looked at the parts.
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Prompting  
Guide, Part 2

Refer to pages 21–22, 
35, and 39–41 as 
needed

Prompting 
Guide, Part 1

Refer to page 7 
as needed

Prompting 
Guide, Part 2

Refer to pages 
9–10 as needed

Supporting English Learners

Support students’ discussion of 

text.

 ● Help students by providing an 

oral sentence frame to tell new 

information, such as I did not

know that ___. 

 ● Have students use illustrations 

or photos to support their 

ideas.

Discussing and Revisiting the Text 
Engage all group members in sharing their responses to the book. Encourage them to listen and 

respond to each other’s thinking during the discussion.

■■ Invite students to share their thinking about Life in the Redwood Forest.

■■ To encourage discussion, you may want to select from the following questions/prompts or refer to

Prompting Guide, Part 2:

• Talk about any new or surprising information you found in this book. 

• Reread pages 12 and 13. Do you think the title of this section fits? Talk about that. 

• The writer uses words that show how she feels about redwood trees. What clues in the text on 

page 14 tell you how she feels? What does the author want her readers to know? 

• The writer says that the largest remaining groves of ancient redwoods are protected in special 

parks. Talk about why these trees should be protected. 

• We’ve said this book is nonfiction. What makes it nonfiction? 

■■ Continue the discussion, guiding students toward the key understandings and the main messages of 

the text. Some key understandings students may express: 

Thinking Within the Text Thinking Beyond the Text Thinking About the Text 

 ● Redwoods are giant trees that are found 
naturally along the west coast of the United
States and are now planted in other 
countries.

 ● Redwoods provide moisture, food, and
shelter for animals and other plants.

 ● Even in death, redwood trees provide 
homes and food for living redwoods and
other plants and animals.

 ● Redwood forests are protected in special
parks, such as Redwood National Park.

 ◆ Redwood forests form the basis of a
complex habitat.

 ◆ All living things need food, water, and a
place to live.

 ◆ Redwood forests are interesting and
amazing places.

 ◆ Living things depend on other living things
for survival. 

 ■ The writer organizes this text categorically,
using headings and supporting details.

 ■ The photographs and other text features
support and extend meaning.

 ■ The writer uses text features such as 
sidebars and diagrams to make information
easily accessible. 

 ■ The glossary clarifies meaning of scientific
terms.

MESSAGES Some living things can become habitats that help other forms of life survive. Just like humans, 
other living things need water, food, and a place to live.

Teaching Point 
Select a teaching point that will be most helpful to your group of readers. If it’s appropriate, use the 

suggestion below, which supports thinking within the text.

Searching for and Using Information: Nonfiction Features and Tools

■■ Nonfiction books often have special features to make information easy to find and understand. Life in

the Redwood Forest begins with a table of contents that helps readers find information quickly and 

easily. Look at the table of contents. h Where would you look in the book if you wanted to learn about 

animals that make their homes in redwood trees? 

■■ Some other features add information and make ideas clear. Look at the map on page 4. h What idea 

does this explain? 

■■ The glossary also supports understanding. Have students select a bold word and guide them in

using the glossary to clarify meaning.

■■ Have students identify other text features, such as captions and labels, and their purposes.
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Word Work 
Help the readers become more flexible with the prefix un-.

Recognize and Take Apart Words with the Prefix un-

■■ Write the following words on the whiteboard: unkind, unpack, unhappy, unwrap. What do you notice 

about these words? h A prefix, or beginning word part, can change the meaning of a word. The prefix

un- means “not.”

■■ Let’s read the first word. Run your finger under the word unkind and read it with students. Then,

cover the prefix un-. What is the base word? h What does kind mean? h Uncover un-. What does 

unkind mean?

■■ Look at the next word and read it with me. Repeat the procedure with

the remaining words. 

Assessment
Refer to the goals stated on page 1 of this lesson guide and make notes of behavioral evidence, 

demonstrating that these goals were achieved.

■■ Refer to Level P in The Fountas & Pinnell Literacy Continuum and note the behaviors and 

understandings the readers in the group control or need to control. Make notes about what the readers

learned how to do and what they need to learn how to do next. 

■■ Use the Recording Form to take a reading record and assess an individual’s processing on yesterday’s

new book. You may want to select a student before or after the lesson, or at some other point in the 

day, to code the record. After coding the reading, select an immediate teaching point that would be 

helpful to the particular reader. 

Writing About Reading (Optional)
If you choose to have the students write about what they have read, the following is an option.

Independent Writing: Summarizing

■■ To help the students practice summarizing the main idea in a nonfiction book, start by having them

choose a section to write about. 

■■ After you’ve chosen a section, write the 

heading on a new page in the Reader’s

Notebook. Below the heading, write the 

important information from the section.

Then summarize the information in a 

sentence or two. 

■■ Have volunteers read their summary 

sentences aloud. 

Prompting  
Guide, Part 1

Refer to pages 7, 12, 
and 18 as needed

Supporting English Learners

Support students’ word work.

● Say the following sentences: 

I pack my suitcase before a

trip. I unpack my suitcase

after a trip. Have students 

repeat each sentence.

● Use simple sentences for 

the following words: wrap,

unwrap, happy, unhappy.

Have students repeat.

GR0231

Supporting English Learners

Support students’ participation 

in independent writing.

 ● Before students write, 

have partners discuss a 

section. Provide an oral 

sentence frame, such as 

Coast Redwoods use ___

for water.

L
if

e
 i
n

 t
h

e
 R

e
d

w
o

o
d

 F
o

re
s
t 

L
e

v
e

l 
P

© 2019 by Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell from Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann. All rights reserved.

YOUR CLASSROOM. THEIR LITERATE LIFE.



75

GRADE 5
G

R
G

u
id

e
d

 R
e

a
d

in
g

G
RYou Will Need

• Transformed, Level U

Visit resources.fountasandpinnell.com 

to download online resources to support 

this lesson, including:

• Recording Form 

Book  Transformed

Level  U

Author  Jacqueline Adams

Illustrator Craig Phillips

Genre  Fiction/Science 
Fiction (Humorous)

Goals
Think about the readers and the behaviors and understandings to notice, teach for, and support at Level U in  

The Fountas & Pinnell Literacy Continuum. Select goals that match the needs of your students. The following may  

be appropriate.

Reading

■■ Search for and use multiple 

sources of information. 

■■ Closely monitor understanding 

of texts using knowledge of 

wide range of genres and forms 

(science fiction). 

■■ Actively and consistently add 

to vocabulary through reading 

(transformed, interstellar 

biologist). 

■■ Understand that there may be 

different genres and special forms 

in each of the larger categories of 

fiction and nonfiction. 

■■ Infer character development from 

evidence in behavior and as well 

as reasons for change. 

■■ Infer the larger messages—you 

can’t always trust that another 

person’s knowledge is correct; 

sometimes you have to find 

things out for yourself. 

Word Work

■■ Recognize and use words that 

have similar meanings because 

they have the same word root.

Writing About Reading

■■ Predict what a character is likely 

to do next or after the story ends 

and support with evidence from 

the text.

Analysis of Book Characteristics Transformed, Level U

How The Book Works This science fiction book is written in first-person narrative in chronological sequence. Dr. 

Waa, an alien, is sent to Earth to bring back something worth studying. She goes to Earth in the form of a dog and is 

captured and brought to a dog shelter. 

Genre/Form

■■ Fiction

■■ Science Fiction (Humorous)

Text Structure

■■ Text with multiple episodes that 

are elaborated with many details

■■ Book with sections connected to a 

single plot

Content

■■ Content interesting to and 

relevant for the reader (an alien 

visits Earth)

Themes and Ideas

■■ Text with abstract themes that 

require inferential thinking 

(pleasing difficult people, doing 

one’s best, compassion for 

animals

Language and Literary 

Features

■■ Some settings distant in 

geography (alien planet)

■■ Basic motifs of modern fantasy 

(transformations)

■■ Descriptive language (The 

levitation beam lowered me into 

a world of green plants and blue 

sky.)

Sentence Complexity

■■ Some long sentences with 

more than twenty words (They 

were filled with a jumble of 

unidentifiable objects, but I 

observed that the odors coming 

from each were very complex and 

strong.)

Vocabulary

■■ Many words that appear in the 

vocabulary of mature language 

users (Tier 2) (vaporized, 

tentacles, species, hoisted)

Words

■■ Many multisyllable words 

(biologists, abilities, identified, 

unidentifiable)

■■ Base words with affixes 

(annoyance, assignment, 

personally, unfamiliar)

Illustrations

■■ Illustrations that enhance and 

extend meaning in the text

Book and Print Features

■■ Headings

■■ Epilogue

■■ Ellipsis for interrupted speech
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Supporting English Learners

Support students’ 

understanding of concepts  

and vocabulary.

 ● Check students’ 

understanding of the 

concepts of science fiction 

and outer space.

 ● As needed, help students 

understand unfamiliar 

vocabulary, such as 

tentacles, vaporize, 

transformation, slithered, 

tinge, levitation, sensation, 

artifact, hoisted, executed, 

pardon, rendezvous, 

conscience, frantically, and 

menacing.

Supporting English Learners

Help students read the text.

 ● Read aloud the text on page 

12 and demonstrate how to 

monitor understanding.

 ● If needed read page 15 and 

demonstrate searching 

for and using multiple 

sources of information to 

solve words and/or check 

accuracy. 

Introducing the Text 
Consider the strengths and needs of your readers and the demands of the text as you craft the 

introduction. The following bulleted items provide an example of one way to introduce the book. The 

introduction should be interactive and should allow time for students to respond (indicated by h).

■■ Who is a science fiction fan? h Transformed by Jacqueline Adams and illustrated by Craig Phillips is 

definitely a sci-fi story. But even you’re not a sci-fi fan, there’s lots to like about this book.

■■ Take a look at the cover. Where do you think the story takes place? h Some of it does take place in 

outer space, but a lot of it happens on Earth. That’s where the title comes in. What does it mean to 

be transformed? h It means “changed.” In this story, a space alien, Dr. Waa, is transformed into an 

Earthling—but not the kind you’re probably thinking about. 

■■ Turn to page 3. Dr. Waa was an interstellar biologist somewhere in space. Find the words instellar 

biologists at the bottom of the page. h What do you think an interstellar biologist does? h Dr. Waa’s 

job was to travel among the stars to study living things. 

■■ One day, her very difficult boss, Captain Rotuu, ordered Waa on a mission. He wanted her transformed 

into Earth’s most intelligent species so she could observe Earthlings and bring back information. Any 

guesses about which species Rotuu was talking about?

■■ Now turn to pages 6 and 7. Waa’s mission was dangerous, but she needed to prove her usefulness as 

an interstellar biologist. That’s her on page 7 after she agreed to accept the mission. What could that 

strange machine be? 

■■ I’m not going to tell you much more, except that Waa was transformed, and she did make it to 

Earth. Turn to page 9 and read the last paragraph. Waa says she trotted around a corner. What are 

you thinking?

■■ Go back to the beginning and read to find out what Waa was transformed into and what happened 

during the mission. As you read, think about what Waa does and doesn’t know about life on Earth. 

Reading the Text
Students will be reading silently, but you may want to sample the oral reading of a particular student  

or students. 

■■ Help a student monitor her understanding while reading. When something doesn’t make sense, you 

need to stop and think. You might need to reread to think about it again. Prompt with Try that again. 

■■ To help a student search for and use multiple sources of information, tell the student it has to make 

sense, sound right, and look right. It has to all fit. Prompt with Try that again. Reinforce with You made 

it all fit.

Prompting  
Guide, Part 1

Refer to pages 7 
and 13 as needed
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Prompting  
Guide, Part 2

Refer to pages 39, 43, 
and 44 as needed

Prompting  
Guide, Part 1

Refer to page 7 
as needed

Prompting  
Guide, Part 2

Refer to pages  
43–49 as needed

Supporting English Learners

Support students’ discussion of 
the text.

 ● Demonstrate sharing your 
ideas about the book’s 
humorous aspects.

 ● Have partners discuss how Dr. 
Waa develops and changes.

 ● Provide oral sentence frames 
(e.g., Before leaving for 

Earth, Waa is ___. After she 

is captured, she ___. The life 

message of this story is ___ 

because ___.).

Discussing and Revisiting the Text 
Engage all group members in sharing their responses to the book. Encourage them to listen and 

respond to each other’s thinking during the discussion.

■■ Invite students to share their thinking about Transformed.

■■ To encourage discussion, you may want to select from the following questions/prompts or refer to 

Prompting Guide, Part 2:

• Who wants to get us started by sharing some thoughts about Transformed?

• You don’t always find humor in science fiction, but there’s plenty of it in this book. Share a scene 

in the book that made you laugh. How did the illustrations contribute to the humorous tone?

• Talk about Waa and what she was like before and after her trip to Earth. How did she change? 

• At first, Waa doesn’t question Captain Rotuu’s knowledge of Earth and Earthlings. Take us 

to the part of the story when that begins to change. What made her realize that Rotuu had 

it all wrong?

• What message about life will you take from this story? 

• Talk about the genre of this book. What characteristics of science fiction did you notice?

■■ Continue the discussion, guiding students toward the key understandings and the main messages of 

the text. Some key understandings students may express: 

Thinking Within the Text Thinking Beyond the Text Thinking About the Text 

 ● Biologist Waa, an alien on a mission to Earth, 
was transformed into a dog so she could 
study the species. 

 ● Waa needed to bring an artifact back to the 
Captain so he could learn from it. 

 ● She found a bone, but then she was caught 
and taken to an animal shelter.

 ● She eventually escaped, got back to the 
space ship, and made it home. 

 ● The Captain hated the bone but loved the 
mean dog who followed Waa onto the ship.

 ◆ Waa accepted the mission to Earth because 
she wanted to earn the respect of Captain 
Rotuu and the other biologists.

 ◆ Waa’s reliance on Captain Rotuu’s incorrect 
information about Earthlings made her an 
unreliable narrator.

 ◆ Based on his previous behavior, Captain 
Rotuu’s reaction to Chico was a surprise. 

 ◆ Dogs seem to have a calming effect on 
humans and aliens alike.

 ■ This science fiction book is written in first-
person narrative.

 ■ The narrator is an alien in a dog’s body. 

 ■ The illustrations contribute to the book’s 
humorous tone.

 ■ Some futuristic or scientific words lend 
authenticity to the story. 

 ■ The book has several characteristics that are 
typical of science fiction, including aliens, 
advanced technology, and space travel. 

MESSAGES You can’t always trust that another person’s knowledge is correct. Sometimes you have to 

find things out for yourself. 

Teaching Point 
Select a teaching point that will be most helpful to your group of readers. If it’s appropriate, use the 

suggestion below, which supports thinking about the text.

Analyzing: Genre: Science Fiction

■■ Talk about what you know about science fiction. h Like all fiction, science fiction has characters, 

plot, and setting, but it often it involves aliens, outer space, or time travel. Frequently, science fiction 

takes place in the future and includes the use of technology or scientific advances that don’t exist in 

today’s world. All of this helps characters overcome challenges in very unusual ways. 

■■ Turn to page 3 and reread. As you read, think about words and phrases that indicate you are reading 

a science fiction story. h Who wants to share an example? h Listen for examples like “everyone’s 

tentacles,” “he’ll vaporize her,” and “interstellar biologists.”

■■ Continue discussing the characteristics of science fiction on pages 6 and 23.
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GRADE 5 LESSON

4

Word Work 
Help readers become more flexible with words that contain the word root spec.

Recognize and Use Words that Have the Same Word Root

■■ Write the following words on the whiteboard: inspect, spectacles, 

perspective, retrospect, spectator. Have students read the words.

■■ What do you notice about all these words? h Each word contains the 

part spec. What do you know about the meanings of these words since 

they all have the same word root spec? h The meanings of all these 

words are similar.

■■ Let’s talk about the meanings of these words (inspect: to look closely 

at someone or something; spectacles: eyeglasses; perspective: point 

of view; retrospect: looking back on something; spectator: one who 

watches a show, game, or other event).

■■ What do you think the word root spec means? h The word root spec means “to see.” It comes from 

Latin. Have students take turns underlining the word root spec in all the words.

■■ If time permits, have students write two or more of the words and their definitions in the Reader’s 

Notebook. 

Assessment
Refer to the goals stated on page 1 of this lesson guide and make notes of behavioral evidence, 

demonstrating that these goals were achieved. 

■■ Refer to Level U in The Fountas & Pinnell Literacy Continuum and note the behaviors and 

understandings the readers control or need to control. Make notes about what the readers learned how 

to do and what they need to learn how to do next. 

■■ Use the Recording Form to take a reading record and assess an individual’s processing on yesterday’s 

new book. You may want to select a student before or after the lesson, or at some other point in the 

day, to code the record. After coding the reading, select an immediate teaching point that will be helpful 

to the particular reader.

Writing About Reading (Optional)
If you choose to have the students write about what they have read, the following is an option.

Independent Writing: Prediction 

■■ Talk with students about what happened at the end of the book. Will Waa go on other missions to 

Earth? h What will Waa’s relationship with Captain Rotuu be like from now on? h Will she tell him his 

beliefs about Earthlings were mostly wrong?

■■ In the Reader’s Notebook, write what you think will happen to Waa next. Tell what happened at the 

end of the book and how Waa felt. Based on evidence from the book, make a prediction about what 

she will do next.

■■ If time allows, have students share their predictions with the group.

Supporting English Learners

Support students’ word work.

 ● Check students’ 

understanding of the words 

with the root spec and the 

definitions provided.

 ● Have partners say the words 

and compose oral sentences 

before writing. Provide 

assistance, if needed.

GR1366

Supporting English Learners

Support students’ language 
development through 
independent writing.

 ● Make sure students 
understand the concept of 
making a prediction.

 ● Have partners discuss 
before they write.

 ● Provide oral sentence 
frames (e.g., At the end of 

the book, Waa feels ___. I 

think she will ___ because 

___. Her relationship with 

Captain Rotuu will be ___ 

because ___.).

 ● Have students use their oral 
sentence frames to write 
their predictions.
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Refer to pages 7 
and 13 as needed
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An abundance of complimentary print and digital resources are available to help you!

Unpack, get 

organized, and label your 

resources with the help of the 

Unpacking Videos and the 

Interactive Implementation 

Plan.

Locate these resources 

in the Resource Library 

fountasandpinnell.com/

resourcelibrary.

Preprinted stickers with designated 

text level, grade level, and titles 

are included with Bookroom 

and Classroom Collections, and 

available online. Use them to label 

and organize GR resources by text 

level, grade level, and title and 

to keep corresponding trays and 

sleeves together.

Log in to your Online 

Resources at resources.

fountasandpinnell.com to 

access an abundance of digital 

materials including Getting 

Started videos, Recording 

Forms, lesson folders, and 

more. Learn 
by watching the Getting Started 

Videos and taking the complimentary 

Implementation Support Course to 

uncover all you need to know about 

Guided Reading. Both are located in your 

Online Resources.

For additional support, there are a number 

of Professional Development opportunities, 

including virtual and in-person learning 

sessions. Find out more information on 

fountasandpinnell.com.
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HELPFUL TIP

ORGANIZING YOUR GUIDED 

READING COLLECTIONS

The Feathers and the Fox

Wild Nature

Searching for the Pygmy Hippo

Daniel and the Walking Fish

The Fish That Wouldn’t Swim

Level I

Grade 3

Tips for Getting Started 

with Guided Reading
Guided Reading is a robust context of a systematic, 

cohesive literacy system; let us help you get started. 

Locate a treasure trove of helpful resources on 

fountasandpinnell.com.

Locate 

your Online 

Resources 

product code in 

the inside front 

cover of your 

Collection Guide

HELPFUL RESOURCES RETURN            TO CONTENTS

https://www.fountasandpinnell.com/resourcelibrary/Default
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The Language of Teaching

Fountas & Pinnell Prompting Guides

A Powerful Tool to Support Reading All Year Long

Fountas & Pinnell Reader’s Notebook

© 2014 by I. C. Fountas & G. S. Pinnell from Reader’s Notebook: Primary (K–2). Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.

Places I Like to Go

These handy flip-chart tools include precise language 

for teaching readers how to focus or expand their 

thinking through talk and writing before, during, and 

after reading in several instructional contexts. Also 

available in digital format.

GO PAPERLESS!

Take a reading record and 

seamlessly send the 

results to the Online 

Data Management 

System. Available in 

the iTunes App Store 

for grades K–6.

Flip through the digital Prompting Guides with ease. Apps and eBooks are 

both user-friendly and convenient! Available in the iTunes App Store and 

Google Play Store.

Notebooks contain grade-appropriate 

reference tabs and space for students to 

write about the books they are reading 

independently or hearing read aloud.

Grades K–2 Grades 2–4 Grades 4–8

Reader’s Notebooks enable students to:

• Reflect on texts.

• Record books read.

• Reference tabbed pages to guide 

reflection.

• Identify reading interests.

• Engage in written dialogue with 

the teacher.

• Record their thinking.

Fountas

& Pinnell

COMPANION RESOURCES

Access your favorite tools on your  
digital devices.  

PROMPTING 

GUIDE 1

ES

PROMPTING 

GUIDE 1

PROMPTING 

GUIDE 2

ES

PROMPTING 

GUIDE 2

GENRE 

PROMPTING 

GUIDE

NONFICTION

GENRE 

PROMPTING 

GUIDE

FICTION

Prompting Guide, Part 1
IN ENGLISH AND SPANISH 

Genre Prompting GuidesPrompting Guide, Part 2
IN ENGLISH AND SPANISH 

Guided Reading 
Record App

https://www.heinemann.com/collection/readersnotebooks?utm_source=fountasandpinnell.com&_ga=2.238712256.1537418825.1601265946-761175649.1599792078
https://www.heinemann.com/collection/readersnotebooks?utm_source=fountasandpinnell.com&_ga=2.238712256.1537418825.1601265946-761175649.1599792078
https://www.heinemann.com/collection/readersnotebooks?utm_source=fountasandpinnell.com&_ga=2.238712256.1537418825.1601265946-761175649.1599792078
https://www.fountasandpinnell.com/apps/
https://www.fountasandpinnell.com/fpc/
https://www.heinemann.com/collection/promptingguide?utm_source=fountasandpinnell.com&_ga=2.159535357.1537418825.1601265946-761175649.1599792078
https://www.heinemann.com/collection/promptingguide?utm_source=fountasandpinnell.com&_ga=2.159535357.1537418825.1601265946-761175649.1599792078
https://www.fountasandpinnell.com/fpc/
https://www.heinemann.com/collection/promptingguide?utm_source=fountasandpinnell.com&_ga=2.159535357.1537418825.1601265946-761175649.1599792078
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Take a look at more lessons and resources  

for all contexts, all grades.

EXPLORE BY CONTEXT

Context Samplers contain samples of 

a context’s teaching materials across 

PreK-6, providing an in-depth look at the 

development of literacy instruction for 

that context.

• Interactive Read-Aloud

• Shared Reading

• Phonics, Spelling, and Word Study

• Reading Minilessons

• Guided Reading

• Book Clubs

• Independent Reading

• Professional Learning Tools

EXPLORE BY GRADE

Grade-Level Samplers include examples of 

teaching resources from each context, as well 

as sample books form FPC’s authentic Guided 

Reading and Shared Reading Collections.

Available for grades PreK–6, each Grade-Level 

Sampler is located in the Resource Library. 

VIEW FOUNTAS & PINNELL CLASSROOM™ SAMPLERS ONLINE

SEE MORE ONLINE RETURN            TO CONTENTS

https://www.fountasandpinnell.com/fpc/
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