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Engaging
Efficient
Effective

LLI turns 
struggling 
readers into 
successful 
readers.

Leveled Literacy Intervention (LLI) is a rigorous, 

small-group, supplementary, literacy intervention 

designed for students who find reading and writing 

difficult and who need intensive teaching to achieve 

grade-level competency. It serves as an important 

prevention for literacy difficulties in subsequent years 

of schooling. The goal of LLI is to create a sense of 

excitement for literacy and empower teachers to help 

them become proficient readers. 

Fountas & Pinnell 
Leveled Literacy  
Intervention 

https://www.fountasandpinnell.com
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NEW LLI Blue System, SECOND EDITION  

Levels C–N
The BEST just got BETTER! Fountas and Pinnell’s Leveled Literacy 

Intervention has turned thousands of struggling readers into successful 

readers. Now, with the same high-quality, engaging, original books 

(levels C–N), instill a love of reading with the NEW Leveled Literacy 

Intervention Blue System, Second Edition.

A second grade classroom should be rich in literacy opportunities, 

including interactive read-aloud, shared reading, interactive writing, and 

readers’ and writers’ workshop. But even with many high-quality literacy 

opportunities some students struggle with early literacy learning and 

need a supplementary intervention to get them back on track so they 

can benefit fully from classroom instruction. 

Leveled Literacy Intervention Blue System, Second Edition is the 

engaging, efficient, and effective intervention that can give grade 2 

students the boost they need to begin grade 3 at the same level as 

their peers. 
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Digging deeply into the research on literacy learning and 

reading difficulties, Fountas and Pinnell have identified 15 key 

characteristics of effective literacy intervention for primary 

grade students. These essential characteristics inform and 

inhabit the design of Leveled Literacy Intervention Blue System.

1.  LLI supplements, not replaces, regular classroom 

instruction.

2.  LLI is a short-term intervention that provides thirty-minute 

lessons of highly concentrated instruction in reading, 

writing, and phonics.

3.  LLI daily lessons reinforce new learning and help children 

make accelerated progress.

4.  LLI provides student support through explicit, direct 

instruction with a recommended teacher-student ratio of 1:3.   

5.  LLI lessons are fast-paced.

6.  LLI stresses fluent, phrased reading of high-interest, original 

texts, as well as fluency in writing. 

7.  LLI focuses on deep comprehension of texts.

8.  LLI engages students with high-quality texts in a variety of 

fiction and nonfiction genres that are leveled by Fountas 

and Pinnell using their F&P Text Level Gradient™.

9.  LLI focuses on developing effective early writing.

10.  LLI includes systematic phonics instruction that focuses on 

the key aspects of phonics learning.

11.  LLI provides teachers with a framework in which to make 

decisions based on close observation of students’ needs.

12.  LLI includes initial and ongoing assessments, progress 

monitoring, and record-keeping instruments.

13.  LLI provides a high level of professional development both 

within and outside lessons.

14.  LLI supports a strong classroom connection that enhances 

learning beyond LLI.

15.  LLI promotes a strong home connection that enables 

students to gain valuable reading/writing practice, and build 

self-esteem by sharing their success. 
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LLI Blue System:  
Effective intervention to support 
beginning readers

Visit fountasandpinnell.com for a complete list 
of research references. 

https://www.fountasandpinnell.com


• Revised systematic and intensive work in phonological 

awareness, letters, and phonics to help young students 

learn how to look at print, hear sounds, and use letter-sound 

relationships in powerful ways

• Recommendations for implementing systematic assessment 

for the selection of students who are eligible for 

intervention

• A series of fast-paced lessons with high-intensity teaching 

including a newly refined Discussing and Revising Text 

section

• Lesson guides that support teachers in providing high-

quality instruction

• Sets of leveled books (levels C–N) based on the F&P Text 

Level Gradient™

• Systematic, regularly applied techniques for monitoring 

progress including a refined Comprehension Conversation

• Detailed record keeping for monitoring progress and  

formative assessment

• Tools and systematic plans for teachers to use in  

coordinating supplementary teaching with classroom 

instruction

• Built-in homework assignments that students can do 

independently in the classroom or at home

Features of the LLI Blue System, SECOND EDITION

• LLI Blue Ready Resources, a time-saving resource of 

pre-printed, pre-assembled materials

• Communication tools for informing parents about what 

their children are learning and how they can support 

them at home 

• Technology support for assessment, record keeping, 

lesson instruction, and home and classroom connections

• Built-in online professional development for the use 

of individuals or groups of teachers, including new 

demonstration lessons, and a variety of web-based 

resources

• When Readers Struggle: Teaching That Works, K–3, a rich 

professional book provided to support effective teaching 

in the lessons

• Built-in level-by-level descriptions and competencies 

from the Fountas & Pinnell Literacy Continuum, Expanded 

Edition (2017) to monitor student progress and guide 

teaching  

• Specific suggestions for supporting oral language, 

reading, writing, phonics, and word study for English 

language learners who are selected for the intervention

• Prompting Guide, Part 1 and Prompting Guide, Part 

2 provide language to teach, prompt, and reinforce 

effective literacy behavior.
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TEACHER RESOURCES

LESSON GUIDES, VOLUMES 1 & 2
Guides that support teachers 
in providing high-quality, 
fast-paced lessons that 
support reading, writing, and 
language development.

PROMPTING GUIDE PART 1 FOR ORAL READING AND 
EARLY WRITING, K–8, AND PROMPTING GUIDE PART 2 FOR 
COMPREHENSION: 
THINKING, TALKING, 
AND WRITING, K–8 
Ready reference flip 
charts that contain 
precise language that 
can be used to teach for, 
prompt for, and reinforce 
effective strategic 
actions during reading 
and writing.

WHEN READERS STRUGGLE:  
TEACHING THAT WORKS, K–3
A comprehensive resource on 
struggling readers filled with specific 
teaching ideas for helping children 
in kindergarten through grade 3 
who are experiencing difficulty with 
reading and writing.

F&P CALCULATOR/STOPWATCH 
Automates the calculation of reading rate, 
accuracy, and self-correction as well as 
doubling as a stopwatch.

STUDENT FOLDERS 
(PACK OF 18)
Folders to organize and store 
reading records, track student 
data, and graph student 
progress.

LESSON FOLDERS 
(PACK OF 120)
Sturdy, plastic folders to 
store books, lessons, and 
other ancillary material 
needed for each lesson.

SYSTEM GUIDE 
A guide that provides a 
comprehensive overview 
of the components and 
implementation of the 
LLI Blue System.

LLI Blue
Lesson Guide 2
LLI Blue System ● Levels I–N ● Lessons 61–120

Irene C. Fountas & Gay Su Pinnell

Fountas&Pinnell

Leveled 
Literacy
Intervention

LLI Blue System ● Levels C–N ● Lessons 1–120

Irene C. Fountas & Gay Su Pinnell

Fountas&Pinnell

Leveled 
Literacy
Intervention

System Guide
LLI Blue

Components

LLI Blue
Lesson Guide 1
LLI Blue System ● Levels C–H ● Lessons 1–60

Irene C. Fountas & Gay Su Pinnell

Fountas&Pinnell

Leveled 
Literacy
Intervention

Professional Learning and 
Tutorial Videos
Exemplary video created for each 
LLI System featuring model LLI 
lessons, instructional procedures, 
and a tutorial on coding, scoring, 
and analyzing reading records. 

Online Data Management System
A secure and efficient way to collect, 
analyze, and report LLI student data 
according to district requirements. 

Online Community Support
Free membership at 
fountasandpinnell.com provides 
teachers with downloadable 
resources, consultant-monitored 
discussion board, insightful blog 
posts, teaching tips, and more. 

Online Resources
Resources listed in the You Will 
Need section of each lesson 
can be downloaded and printed 
from this site.



ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01697-9
ISBN-10: 0-325-01697-6

www. h e i n emann . c om

Nonfiction

	 Level L
	 Book 120

Animals with 
Wings

by	 Shirley	 Petersen

LLI_Wings_0213_Cov.indd   2-3 1/14/08   2:35:14 PM

C L A S S I C  T A L E S

The Fox  
and the  
Gulls

retold by Katacha Díaz 
illustrated by Christopher Denise

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01705-1
ISBN-10: 0-325-01705-0

www. h e i n emann . c om

Fiction

	 Level M
	 Book 107

LLI_Foxgulls_0060_COV.indd   2-3 1/14/08   1:00:40 PM

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-00963-6
ISBN-10: 0-325-00963-5

FPO

www. h e i n emann . c om

Fiction

	 Level N
	 Book XX

by Maggie Bridger 
illustrated by Meredith Johnson

The Hot Day

Sam and Jesse Series

LLI_HotDay_0462_cov.indd   2-3 1/14/08   1:49:44 PM

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01713-6
ISBN-10: 0-325-01713-1

www. h e i n emann . c om

Nonfiction

	 Level N
	 Book 113

All About Series

All About
Astronauts

by Bill Kirk

LLI_Astronauts_0533_COV.indd   2-3 1/14/08   1:57:26 PM

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01664-1
ISBN-10: 0-325-01664-X

www. h e i n emann . c om

Fiction

	 Level I

	 Book 84

The Wise
Blackbird
by	 Ann	 Gadzikowski	

illustrated	 by	 Amanda	 Hall

LLI_wise_0039_COV.indd   2-3

1/11/08   4:01:07 PM

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01698-6
ISBN-10: 0-325-01698-4

www. h e i n emann . c om

Fiction

	 Level L

	 Book 116

Libby’s  
New Friend

by	 Kitty	 Colton	
illustrated	 by	 John	 Steven	 Gurney

LLI_Libby_0458_cov.indd   2-3

1/14/08   2:11:57 PM

Fiction

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01642-9
ISBN-10: 0-325-01642-9

www. h e i n emann . c om

Pop, Pop, 
Popcorn!

by Amy Helfer 
illustrated by Marilee Harrald-Pilz

 Level F
 Book 54

LLI_Popcorn_0514_COV.indd   2-3 1/11/08   10:31:42 AM

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01695-5
ISBN-10: 0-325-01695-X

www. h e i n emann . c om

Nonfiction

	 Level L
	 Book 97

Little Cat, Big Cat
by	 Maryann	 Dobeck

LLI_littlecat_0058_COV.indd   2-3 1/14/08   10:07:29 AM

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01700-6

ISBN-10: 0-325-01700-X

www. h e i n emann . c om

Fiction

	 Level L
	 Book 114

Too Many Teeth
by	 Jane	 Bingley	

illustrated	 by	 Margaret	 Lindmark

LLI_toomanyteeth_0473_cov.indd   2-3

1/14/08   2:03:08 PM

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01712-9
ISBN-10: 0-325-01712-3

www. h e i n emann . c om

Nonfiction

	 Level N
	 Book 115

All About Series

Volcanoes
by Bill Kirk

All About

LLI_Volcano_0531_COV.indd   2-3 1/14/08   2:07:07 PM

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01674-0
ISBN-10: 0-325-01674-7

www. h e i n emann . c om

Fiction

	 Level J
	 Book 100

by	 Luka	 Berman	
illustrated	 by	 Barry	 Rockwell

The Ladybug 
and the Cricket

LLI_ladybug_0031_COV.indd   2-3 1/14/08   10:21:33 AM

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01706-8
ISBN-10: 0-325-01706-9

www. h e i n emann . c om

Fiction

	 Level M
	 Book 109

A Dragon’s Lullaby
by George Capaccio 

illustrated by Jacqueline Decker

LLI_lullaby_0076_cov.indd   2-3

1/14/08   1:10:23 PM
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LESSON PREPARATION MADE EVEN EASIER

STUDENT RESOURCES    

My Writing Book

Name:

My Writing Book

Name:

My Writing Book

Name:

MY WRITING BOOKS  
(7 PACKS OF 18)
Consumable writing  
books support student 
writing development.

TAKE-HOME BAGS  
(PACK OF 18)
Brightly colored bags 
for students to carry 
their take-home books 
and fold sheets. 

TAKE-HOME BOOKS  
(6 COPIES OF EACH TITLE)
High-quality black-and-white copies of each 
leveled book are provided for children to 
keep, take home, and read over and over. 
Take-home books can be reordered at very 
reasonable costs.

LEVELED BOOKS 
(4 COPIES OF EACH TITLE)
120 original books created exclusively 
by a team of talented authors and 
illustrators under the direction of 
Fountas and Pinnell. Each book is 
carefully sequenced and calibrated to 
match the text characteristics (levels 
C–N) underlying the F&P Text Level 
Gradient™.

NEW LLI BLUE READY RESOURCES
Turn time spent prepping into time spent 
teaching with this valuable time saver that 
contains preprinted, preassembled items from 
the General Resources section of the Fountas 
& Pinnell Online Resources, such as My Poetry 
Books, Letter Minibooks, Alphabet Linking 
Charts, picture cards, word cards, and more. 

PREPRINTED AND  
READY TO USE

Fountas & Pinnell Leveled Literacy Intervention. Copyright ©2009 by Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell. This page may be photocopied. MY VOWEL BOOK

A a
apple

A a
ape

My Vowel Book

Name:

Fountas & Pinnell Leveled Literacy Intervention. Copyright ©2009 by Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell. This page may be photocopied.
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Enhancements

ELEVATE YOUR TEACHING 
WITH THE NEWEST TOOLS 
AND RESOURCES

Sources of Information Used 

Page Text E SC
E SC

M S V M S V

Subtotal

Part One: Oral Reading continued

Blue System Lesson 60  •  Plants That Eat Bugs (from Lesson 59)  •  Level H  •  Noniction

Fountas & Pinnell Leveled Literacy Intervention, Blue System, Second Edition 3

12 Slide!

The leaves on this plant

look like cups.

The cups are traps

for bugs!

14 The cups have smooth sides.

A bug lands in a cup,

and it slides down.

Slide!

The plant traps the bug

inside the cup.

Then the plant can eat

the bug.

©
 2017, 2009 by Irene C

. Fountas and G
ay Su Pinnell. Portsm

outh, N
H

: H
einem

ann. This page m
ay be reproduced. 

FOUNTAS AND PINNELL’S 
LATEST THINKING

Schools that currently use the LLI 

Blue System can enhance their 

current systems with the NEW 

Leveled Literacy Intervention 

Blue System, Second Edition  

Teacher Resources—a convenient 

conversion package that enables 

teachers to take advantage of the 

new thinking that underpins the 

second edition. 

Enhancement 
option for schools 
already using the 
LLI Blue System

LLI Blue System ● Levels C–N ● Lessons 1–120

Irene C. Fountas & Gay Su Pinnell

Fountas&Pinnell

Leveled 
Literacy
Intervention

System Guide
LLI Blue

LLI Blue
Lesson Guide 2
LLI Blue System ● Levels I–N ● Lessons 61–120

Irene C. Fountas & Gay Su Pinnell

Fountas&Pinnell

Leveled 
Literacy
Intervention

LLI Blue
Lesson Guide 1
LLI Blue System ● Levels C–H ● Lessons 1–60

Irene C. Fountas & Gay Su Pinnell

Fountas&Pinnell

Leveled 
Literacy
Intervention

✓  NEW Second Edition System Guide

✓  NEW Second Edition Lesson Guides

✓  NEW Prompting Guide, Part 2

✓  NEW Tutorial and Professional Development Videos

✓  NEW  lesson materials and Recording Forms from the  
Fountas & Pinnell Online Resources

✓  NEW  LLI Blue READY RESOURCES —Preprinted, 
preassembled resources to speed preparation of 
every lesson

NEW RESOURCES

The LLI Blue System, Second Edition  
Teacher Resources package includes these NEW components

 “ To be effective, 

intervention must 

incorporate everything 

we know about what 

students need to 

learn, especially those 

who are experiencing 

difficulty.”
—Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell

Sources of Information Used 

Page Text E SC
E SC

M S V M S V

Subtotal

Part One: Oral Reading continued

Blue System Lesson 60  •  Plants That Eat Bugs (from Lesson 59)  •  Level H  •  Noniction

Fountas & Pinnell Leveled Literacy Intervention, Blue System, Second Edition 2

 6 The leaf traps the bug.

The bug can not get out.

Then the plant can eat

the bug.

 8 Stick! 

The leaves on this plant

are sticky.

A bug lands on a leaf,

and the bug sticks to it.

Stick!

 10 The leaf rolls up.

The leaf traps the bug.

The bug can not get out.

Then the plant can eat

the bug.

©
 2017, 2009 by Irene C

. Fountas and G
ay Su Pinnell. Portsm

outh, N
H

: H
einem

ann. This page m
ay be reproduced. 

Blue System Lesson 60  •  Plants That Eat Bugs (from Lesson 59)  •  Level H  •  Noniction

Sources of Information Used

Page Text  Plants That Eat Bugs Level H, RW: 150 E SC
E SC

M S V M S V

 Subtotal

Recording Form

Part One: Oral Reading

Place the book in front of the student and read the title. 

Student _________________________________________________ Grade ________ Date ___________________________

Teacher _________________________________________________ School ____________________________________________

Fountas & Pinnell Leveled Literacy Intervention, Blue System, Second Edition

 2 Some bugs eat plants.

The bugs eat the leaves.

 3 Some plants eat bugs!

 4 Snap!

Look at the leaves

on this plant.

They can trap bugs.

A bug lands on a leaf,

and the leaf snaps shut.

Snap!

1

©
 2017, 2009 by Irene C

. Fountas and G
ay Su Pinnell. Portsm

outh, N
H

: H
einem

ann. This page m
ay be reproduced. 

Summary of Scores:
Accuracy _______
Self-correction _______
Fluency _______
Comprehension _______
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GO PAPERLESS WITH THE 
FOUNTAS & PINNELL READING 
RECORD APP FOR iPAD®

WATCH DATA COLLECTION IN ACTION TO LEARN MORE

Streamline data 
collection with 
additional 
technology

AVAILABLE FOR INDIVIDUAL 
PURCHASE THROUGH THE 
ITUNES® STORE

Simply download the app and make an 

in-app purchase through Apple iTunes 

to purchase the content for your 

system’s books.

NEW! NOW AVAILABLE FOR 
INSTITUTIONAL PURCHASE,  
WITH 20% SAVINGS ON 20 OR 
MORE LICENSES

For institutions using the Fountas & 

Pinnell Reading Record Apps, App 

Content licenses can be purchased 

through www.heinemann.com. 

App Content purchased through 

the Institutional Purchase option is 

identical to App Content purchased 

through iTunes, but offers institutions 

the added flexibility to buy in volume 

and manage the App Content licenses 

for their teachers using a Licensing 

Management System (LMS). 

FOUNTAS & PINNELL LLI READING RECORD APP FOR IPADS
An efficient alternative to taking a reading record on paper, the Reading Record 

App conveniently:

• saves the reading record as a PDF

• times the conference and calculates rates and ratios

• records the assessment conference

•  data syncs wirelessly to the LLI Online Data Management System. 

The Fountas & Pinnell LLI Reading Record App 

requires a subscription to the Online Data 

Management System. A one-year subscription 

is included with each system purchase. 

Additional annual subscriptions are per 

teacher, available through Heinemann.

Leveled Literacy Intervention 

includes periodic assessments to 

measure students' progress. These 

additional digital tools can enhance 

the efficiency of data collection and 

analysis. 

View this video to see how one school has used these tools to transform 

the way in which teachers take reading records, and then see informed 

administrators use the data. Watch the video at fountasandpinnell.com/apps/.

http://fountasandpinnell.com/apps/
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The LLI Blue System 
Books
At the heart of Leveled Literacy 

Intervention are high-quality student 

books. The LLI Blue System books 

provide large amounts of easy reading 

for children who are having difficulty 

becoming oriented to print, and learning 

the function of letters and sounds. 

• 120 original titles, 4 copies of each 

(480 books in total)

• 60% fiction / 40% nonfiction

• Calibrated to the F&P Text Level 

Gradient™

FICTION 

The fiction books feature 

lovable characters in amusing 

situations with beautiful 

illustrations and high-interest 

plots that appeal to young 

readers. Genres include realistic 

fiction, folktales, and fantasy.

9

8

“Now the squirrels can’t climb 

the pole,” said Rose.

But the squirrels still got to 

the feeder.  
 “Look at that squirrel jump!” 

Nana cried. “It jumped all the 

way from the tree to get the 

seeds.” 
 “We’ll fix that,” Rose said.  

 “How?” Nana asked. 

 “I don’t know,” Rose said.

1110

Rose and Matt made more 
bird feeders. They made feeders 
that twirled and feeders that 
tipped and feeders that swung.  
They made one feeder that had 
balloons and pinwheels, too.

They hung up all the bird 
feeders. Then they watched.  
 Squirrels climbed.  
 Squirrels swung.  
 Squirrels leaped.

8

“How about this?” said Tiger.  
“I am the best climber here.”

Tiger climbed up a tall tree.  
He hung down by his strong claws.

“How about that?” said Tiger.  
“Am I the best climber here?”

Elephant laughed.  
“You are a very funny tiger!”  
he said.

9

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01677-1
ISBN-10: 0-325-01677-1

www. h e i n emann . c om

Fiction

	 Level J
	 Book 94

Elephant and Tiger
by Claire Daniel 

illustrated by Carol Liddiment

LLI_elephant_0071_COV.indd   2-3 1/14/08   9:46:28 AM

Fiction

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01661-0
ISBN-10: 0-325-01661-5

www. h e i n emann . c om

	 Level H

	 Book 78

The 
Bird Feeders

by	 Emma	 DeBrose	
illustrated	 by	 Joy	 Allen

Fixit Family Series
LLI_FixitBirds_0483_COV.indd   2-3

1/11/08   3:15:31 PM

76

The ants marched up to one blanket. 

“Oh, wow!” said Dexter. “We will carry a 

feast of crumbs back home.”

Dexter told the team what to do. The 

ants picked up sandwich crumbs, and cookie 

crumbs, and chip crumbs. All the ants picked 

up crumbs. 

All but one ant.

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01685-6
ISBN-10: 0-325-01685-2

www. h e i n emann . c om

Fiction

	 Level K
	 Book 104

March to 
the Park

by Luka Berman 
illustrated by Gary R. Phillips

LLI_march_0036_COV.indd   2-3 1/14/08   12:48:31 PM

1312

Little Bat f lew  
over the houses.  
He flew over the trees. 
He flew higher  
and higher 
into the sky.

Mother Bat flew with him.

Fiction

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01626-9
ISBN-10: 0-325-01626-7

www. h e i n emann . c om

	 Level E
	 Book 27

Little Bat
by	 Michele	 Spirn	

illustrated	 by	 Will	 Sweeney

LLI_LittleBat_0392_cov.indd   2-3 1/10/08   2:27:09 PM

Books



11

FICTION SERIES BOOKS
Series books feature the same characters and settings to promote thinking across 

texts and the reading of connected texts over time. The plots engage readers as 

they learn to solve problems with their favorite characters.

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01660-3
ISBN-10: 0-325-01660-7

www. h e i n emann . c om

Fiction

	 Level H
	 Book 57

The Coyote 
and the Rabbit

retold by Linda B. Ross 
illustrated by David Opie

C L A S S I C  T A L E S

LLI_CoyoteRabbit_0470_COV.indd   2-3 1/11/08   11:09:45 AM

C L A S S I C  T A L E S

The Fox  
and the  
Gulls

retold by Katacha Díaz 
illustrated by Christopher Denise

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01705-1
ISBN-10: 0-325-01705-0

www. h e i n emann . c om

Fiction

	 Level M
	 Book 107

LLI_Foxgulls_0060_COV.indd   2-3 1/14/08   1:00:40 PM

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-00963-6
ISBN-10: 0-325-00963-5

FPO

www. h e i n emann . c om

Fiction

	 Level N
	 Book XX

by Maggie Bridger 

illustrated by Meredith Johnson

The Hot Day

Sam and Jesse Series

LLI_HotDay_0462_cov.indd   2-3

1/14/08   1:49:44 PM

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01617-7
ISBN-10: 0-325-01617-8

www. h e i n emann . c om

Fiction

	 Level D
	 Book 11

The Drip
by	 Emma	 DeBrose	

illustrated	 by	 Joy	 Allen

Fixit Family Series

LLI_Fixit_0407_COV.indd   2-3 1/10/08   10:28:22 AM

CLASSIC TALES   
These Classic Tales are updated versions of familiar stories and themes 

that children have been enjoying for decades. At the end of each story 

there is a play based on the story for rereading or dramatization. The 

books are oversized to accommodate rich artwork.

FROGGY AND FRIENDS
Artistic and fun-loving Froggy likes nothing better than spending time 

with his friends—with the possible exception of eating bugs!

KIM AND LIZZY
Kim and Lizzy are best friends who live 

close to one another in the city and who 

share everything—even colds.

FIXIT FAMILY   
The Fixit family doesn’t have a lot of luxuries, but 

they do have a lot of know-how. And that’s a good 

thing, because something always seems to need 

fixing around their place.

FOX FAMILY   
This loving family of foxes includes a 

rambunctious big sister and a slightly less 

secure little brother. Children will relate to 

the familiar situations.

SAM AND JESSE  
These realistic stories feature two cousins 

with very different interests. Still, the boys 

get along well most of the time, and they 

have one important thing in common—they 

both adore their grandfather.

MOOSLING
The young moose hero of these books cannot be 

described as the brightest or most experienced animal 

in the forest. Still, his positive, helpful approach to life 

somehow always makes him a winner.

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01632-0
ISBN-10: 0-325-01632-1

www. h e i n emann . c om

Fiction

	 Level E
	 Book 29

The Trip
by	 Emma	 Rose	 Benman	

illustrated	 by	 Susan	 Lawson

Froggy and Friends Series

LLI_FrogTrip_0478_COV.indd   2-3 1/10/08   2:35:59 PM

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01679-5
ISBN-10: 0-325-01679-8
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Fiction

	 Level J
	 Book 92

Frog Songs
by	 Emma	 Rose	 Benman	

illustrated	 by	 Susan	 Lawson

Froggy and Friends Series

LLI_FrogSongs_0346_COV.indd   2-3 1/14/08   9:36:17 AM

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01702-0
ISBN-10: 0-325-01702-6
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Fiction

	 Level L
	 Book 93

Good Friends
by	 Emma	 Rose	 Benman	

illustrated	 by	 Susan	 Lawson

Froggy and Friends Series

LLI_Frog_GoodFriends_0502_COV.in2-3   2-3 1/14/08   9:42:11 AM

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01620-7
ISBN-10: 0-325-01620-8
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Fiction

	 Level D
	 Book 36

Froggy and Friends Series

The Red Pa jamas
by	 Emma	 Rose	 Benman

illustrated	 by	 Susan	 Lawson

LLI_FrogPajamas_0457_COV.indd   2-3 1/10/08   3:18:18 PM

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01647-4
ISBN-10: 0-325-01647-X
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Fiction

	 Level G
	 Book 66

Fixit Family Series

The New Roof
by	 Emma	 DeBrose	

illustrated	 by	 Joy	 Allen

LLI_Fixit_Roof_0408_COV.indd   2-3 1/11/08   11:47:26 AM

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01619-1
ISBN-10: 0-325-01619-4
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Fiction

	 Level D
	 Book 34

Billy’s Pen
by	 Emma	 DeBrose	
illustrated	 by	 Joy	 Allen

Fixit Family Series

LLI_GoatPen_0445_COV.indd   2-3 1/10/08   3:02:28 PM

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01602-3
ISBN-10: 0-325-01602-X
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Fiction

	 Level C
	 Book 18

Fixit Family Series

Pinky the Pig
by	 Emma	 DeBrose	
illustrated	 by	 Joy	 Allen

LLI_FixitPig_0435_Cov.indd   2-3 1/10/08   10:53:32 AM

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01701-3
ISBN-10: 0-325-01701-8
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Fiction

	 Level L
	 Book 118

272 Running	 Words (excerpt	 to	 end	 of	 page	 8)

621	 Total	 Running	 Words Sam and Jesse Series

The Pirates
by Maggie Bridger 

illustrated by Meredith Johnson

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-00963-6
ISBN-10: 0-325-00963-5

FPO
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Sam and Jesse Series	 Level G
	 Book XX

Fiction

At the Beach
by	 Maggie	 Bridger	

illustrated	 by	 Meredith	 Johnson

LLI_Beach_0379_COV.indd   2-3 1/11/08   10:03:21 AM

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01651-1
ISBN-10: 0-325-01651-8
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Fiction

	 Level G
	 Book 62

Fox Family Series

The Perfect Picnic
by	 Fay	 Robinson	

illustrated	 by	 Barry	 Rockwell

The Perfect Picnic

LLI_FoxPicnic_0475_COV.indd   2-3 1/11/08   11:28:04 AM

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01662-7ISBN-10: 0-325-01662-3
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Fiction

	 Level H

	 Book 76

Fox Family Series

by Fay Robinson 
illustrated by Barry Rockwell

Wide Awake!

LLI_FoxAwake_0484_COV.indd   2-3

1/11/08   3:07:03 PM

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01650-4
ISBN-10: 0-325-01650-X
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Fiction

	 Level G
	 Book 43

by Fay Robinson 
illustrated by Barry Rockwell

Fox Family Series

by	 Fay	 Robinson
illustrated	 by	 Barry	 Rockwell

Super Fox

LLI_FoxSuper_0466_COV.indd   2-3 1/10/08   4:08:42 PM

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01691-7
ISBN-10: 0-325-01691-7
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Fiction

	 Level K
	 Book 110

Kim and Lizzy Series

The Scream
by	 Susan	 Blackaby	

illustrated	 by	 Philomena	 O’Neill

LLI_Scream_0486_COV.indd   2-3 1/14/08   1:45:38 PM

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01645-0
ISBN-10: 0-325-01645-3
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Fiction

	 Level G
	 Book 68

Kim and Lizzy Series

by	 Susan	 Blackaby	
illustrated	 by	 Philomena	 O’Neill

Kim’s New Shoes

LLI_KimsNewShoes_0363_COV.indd   2-3 1/11/08   11:57:54 AM

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01622-1
ISBN-10: 0-325-01622-4
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Fiction

	 Level D
	 Book 38

Kim and Lizzy Series

The Cold
by	 Susan	 Blackaby	

illustrated	 by	 Philomena	 O’Neill

LLI_KandLCold_0477_COV.indd   2-3

1/10/08   3:38:20 PM

The  
Great Big

Enormous Turnip
retold by M.C. Hall

illustrated by Johanna Westerman

C L A S S I C  T A L E S

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01654-2
ISBN-10: 0-325-01654-2
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Fiction

	 Level H
	 Book 51

LLI_turnip_0054_COV.indd   2-3 1/11/08   10:18:24 AM

The Wind 
and the Sun

retold by Hannah Bok
illustrated by Carol Schwartz

C L A S S I C  T A L E S

Fiction

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01665-8
ISBN-10: 0-325-01665-8
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	 Level I
	 Book 69

LLI_wind_0055_COV.indd   2-3 1/11/08   12:02:28 PM

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01621-4
ISBN-10: 0-325-01621-6
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Fiction

	 Level D
	 Book 15

A Picnic 
in the Rain

by	 Sharon	 Fear	
illustrated	 by	 John	 Bendall-Brunello

Moosling Series

LLI_MooslingPicnic_0476_COV.indd2-3   2-3 1/10/08   10:42:52 AM

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01681-8
ISBN-10: 0-325-01681-X
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Fiction

	 Level J
	 Book 96

Moosling Series

Hide and Seek
by	 Sharon	 Fear	

illustrated	 by	 John	 Bendall-Brunello

LLI_MooseHide_0444_COV.indd   2-3 1/14/08   9:57:09 AM

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01689-4
ISBN-10: 0-325-01689-5
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Fiction

	 Level K
	 Book 102

Moosling Series

Moosling 
in Winter

by	 Sharon	 Fear	
illustrated	 by	 John	 Bendall-Brunello

LLI_Moosling_0456_COV.indd   2-3 1/14/08   10:29:38 AM

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01648-1
ISBN-10: 0-325-01648-8
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Fiction

	 Level G
	 Book 45

Moosling SeriesMoosling Series

Moosling  
the Babysitter

by	 Sharon	 Fear	
illustrated	 by	 John	 Bendall-Brunello

LLI_Moosling_0452_COV.indd   2-3 1/10/08   4:19:30 PM
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ENGAGING, ORIGINAL 
TITLES — ALL CREATED 
SPECIFICALLY FOR THE 
LLI BLUE SYSTEM

Books

The LLI Blue System 
Books

NONFICTION
The LLI Blue System nonfiction 

books have been developed 

around high-interest, 

contemporary topics. The books 

are highly visual and introduce 

nonfiction text features such as 

sidebars, diagrams, and charts. 

Genres include biography, 

narrative nonfiction, expository 

nonfiction, and procedural texts.

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01713-6ISBN-10: 0-325-01713-1

www. h e i n emann . c om

Nonfiction

	 Level N

	 Book 113

All About Series

All About
Astronauts

by Bill Kirk

LLI_Astronauts_0533_COV.indd   2-3

1/14/08   1:57:26 PM

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01703-7
ISBN-10: 0-325-01703-4

www. h e i n emann . c om

Nonfiction

	 Level L
	 Book 91

From Milk  
to Ice Cream

by Michael Christopher

LLI_icecream_0523_cov.indd   2-3 1/14/08   9:31:58 AM

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01680-1
ISBN-10: 0-325-01680-1
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Nonfiction

	 Level J
	 Book 98

Into the Sea
a book about Emma L. Hickerson 

told by Stephanie Herbek 

LLI_deep_0369_COV.indd   2-3 1/14/08   10:10:58 AM

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01605-4
ISBN-10: 0-325-01605-4
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Nonfiction

	 Level B
	 Book 12

At the Fair

LLI_At_Fair_0524_COV.indd   2-3 1/10/08   10:32:05 AM

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01652-8
ISBN-10: 0-325-01652-6

www. h e i n emann . c om

Nonfiction

	 Level G
	 Book 64

A Party  
for Panda

by	 Anna	 Keyes

LLI_PandaCub_0493_COV.indd   2-3 1/11/08   11:35:27 AM

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-02119-5
ISBN-10: 0-325-02119-8
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Nonfiction

	 Level C
	 Book 24

The Fish Tank
by	 Catherine	 Tess	

photographed	 by	 Robert	 Reynolds

LLI_fishtank_0549_COV.indd   2-3 1/10/08   1:33:29 PM

32

Eugenie Clark is a famous scientist . She has 

spent her life studying fish . Sharks are some of 

her favorite fish . Eugenie has traveled around the 

world to learn about different kinds of sharks . 

Many people call Eugenie Clark the “shark lady .”

Eugenie Clark carries an 
explorer’s flag underwater 
for a film about the small 
fish shown here.

Chapter 1 
A Scientist

Fire trucks can get  
to house fires.  
But if a boat is on fire,  
firefighters need a fireboat!

A fireboat never 
runs out of water!

1110
ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01653-5
ISBN-10: 0-325-01653-4
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Nonfiction

	 Level G
	 Book 49

Fighting Fires
by	 David	 Earl

Big Machines Series

LLI_BMFire_0511_COV.indd   2-3 1/11/08   10:09:14 AM

1110

Eugenie Clark says that she is not afraid 

of sharks . She is too interested in them to be 

scared . But she also says it is important to 

understand how sharks act .

Eugenie used an underwater cage to study 

great white sharks . These sharks can be dangerous 

to people, but Eugenie studied them from inside 

the cage where she was safe . She observed the 

sharks and took pictures of them . 

•  Great white sharks  
can swim fast. 

•  These sharks have about 
5,000 sharp teeth.

•  Great white sharks don’t  
chew their food. 
They tear it off in chunks 
and gulp it down.

•  Seals and sea lions are 
some of the sharks’  
favorite foods.

A diver studies a great white shark 
from the safety of a cage.



ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01670-2
ISBN-10: 0-325-01670-4
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Nonfiction

	 Level I

	 Book 67

The Fun Club Goes  to the Vet Clinicby	 Jane	 Shaffer

The Fun Club Series

LLI_LetsGoVet_0490_COV.indd   2-3

1/11/08   11:51:57 AM
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NONFICTION SERIES BOOKS 
Nonfiction series books are connected by a larger theme or idea, 

and provide students with the opportunity to read connected texts 

across time to develop deeper understanding.

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01644-3
ISBN-10: 0-325-01644-5
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Nonfiction

	 Level G
	 Book 41

Meli at School
by	 Margie	 Sigman	

photographed	 by	 Andrew	 Swaine

Meli Series

LLI_meli_0267_cov.indd   2-3 1/10/08   3:59:09 PM

MELI
Meli, an adorable little West Highland 

terrier, gets care, training, and lots of 

love from her owner, Ron.

BIG MACHINES
Readers will love the dynamic photographs and interesting facts 

about cranes, fire trucks, bulldozers, road rollers, and more.

FUN CLUB
Miss Dimple takes the After 

School Fun Club on  fun-filled 

field trips to a post office, and 

aquarium, a vet clinic, and a dairy farm. Photos bring readers 

up close as they learn lots of interesting facts about these 

destinations.

ALL ABOUT
Get ready to learn about 

everything from robots 

to redwood trees with 

photographs, diagrams, and 

other nonfiction text features 

that make these books 

accessible at every level.

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01682-5
ISBN-10: 0-325-01682-8
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Nonfiction

	 Level J
	 Book 77

All About Series

All About  
The Sonoran 
Desert
by	 Kendra	 Adams

LLI_SonoranDesert_0495_COV.indd   2-3 1/11/08   3:10:46 PM

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01693-1
ISBN-10: 0-325-01693-3
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Nonfiction

	 Level K
	 Book 89

The Fun Club Series

The Fun Club Goes 
to the Aquarium

by	 Jane	 Shaffer	

LLI_FT_Aquarium_0515_COV.indd   2-3 1/11/08   4:26:37 PM

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01663-4
ISBN-10: 0-325-01663-1
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Nonfiction

	 Level H
	 Book 55

The Fun Club Series

by	 Jane	 Shaffer

The Fun Club Goes 
to a Dairy Farm

LLI_DairyFarm_0516_cov.indd   2-3 1/11/08   10:35:10 AM

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01671-9ISBN-10: 0-325-01671-2
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Nonfiction

	 Level I

	 Book 65

The Fun Club Series

The Fun Club Goes to the Post Officeby Jane Shaffer

LetsGoPO_0492_COV.indd   2-3

1/11/08   11:39:29 AM

Nonfiction

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01629-0
ISBN-10: 0-325-01629-1
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	 Level E
	 Book 23

Meli at the  
Pet Shop
by	 Margie	 Sigman	

photographed	 by	 Andrew	 Swaine

Meli Series

LLI_MeliShop_0437_Cov.indd   2-3 1/10/08   1:30:28 PM

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01683-2
ISBN-10: 0-325-01683-6
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Nonfiction

	 Level J
	 Book 71

Meli Series

The Problem 
with Meli

by	 Margie	 Sigman
photographed		

by	 Andrew	 Swaine

LLI_Meli_Problem_0503_COV.indd   2-3 1/11/08   2:42:09 PMNonfiction

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01628-3
ISBN-10: 0-325-01628-3
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	 Level E
	 Book 25

Meli Series

Meli at the Vet
by	 Margie	 Sigman	

photographed	 by	 Andrew	 Swaine

LLI_melivet_0398_cov.indd   2-3 1/10/08   1:36:04 PM

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01692-4
ISBN-10: 0-325-01692-5
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Nonfiction

	 Level K
	 Book 85

All About Series

by Michael Christopher

African 
Elephants

All About

LLI_Elephants_0496_COV_rev.indd   2-3 1/11/08   4:07:09 PM

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01669-6
ISBN-10: 0-325-01669-0
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Nonfiction

	 Level I
	 Book 86

Redwood Trees
by Eric Michaels

All About

All About Series

LLI_RedwoodTrees_0488_COV.indd   2-3

1/11/08   4:12:39 PM

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01659-7
ISBN-10: 0-325-01659-3
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Nonfiction

	 Level H
	 Book 53

All About Series

Sled Dogs
by Eric Michaels

All About

LLI_SledDogs_0459_COV.indd   2-3 1/11/08   10:27:25 AM

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01684-9
ISBN-10: 0-325-01684-4
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Nonfiction

	 Level K
	 Book 81

All About Series

Robots
by Joseph Benjamin

All About

LLI_Robots_0005_COV.indd   2-3 1/11/08   3:37:00 PM

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01604-7
ISBN-10: 0-325-01604-6
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Nonfiction

	 Level B
	 Book 8

Big Machines Series

Police Car

LLI_Car_0491_COV.indd   2-3 1/10/08   10:02:52 AM

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01672-6
ISBN-10: 0-325-01672-0
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Nonfiction

	 Level I
	 Book 61

Big Machines Series

Road Builders
by	 David	 Earl

LLI_BMRoads_0510_COV.indd   2-3 1/11/08   11:25:22 AM

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01673-3
ISBN-10: 0-325-01673-9
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Nonfiction

	 Level I
	 Book 88

Cranes
by	 David	 Earl

Big Machines Series

LLI_BMCranes_0512_COV.indd   2-3 1/11/08   4:22:42 PM



Choices for 
Independent 
Reading  

FOUNTAS & PINNELL 
SELECT COLLECTIONS 
OF PM READERS
Students receiving intervention need 

opportunities to extend their reading 

practice and read a large volume of 

texts in order to strengthen their 

newly acquired skills. Hand-selected by 

Fountas and Pinnell from the popular 

PM Readers, these SELECT Collections 

parallel the Leveled Literacy Intervention 

System levels, and provide quality 

choices for independent reading. 

FOUNTAS & PINNELL 
CLASSROOM™ (FPC) 
INDEPENDENT READING 
COLLECTION
The Fountas and Pinnell Classroom™ 

Independent Reading Collection, Grade 

2 was curated to provide high-quality 

trade books that help students explore 

their interests, flourish as readers, and 

develop the ability to independently read 

increasingly challenging texts.

Visit fountasandpinnell.com for more 

information.

• Four different Collections, Levels C–N 

• 60 titles per Collection, no duplications. 

EACH SELECT 
COLLECTION INCLUDES:
• Books

• Resource Guide

• Book list with levels

• Press-on level labels

• Storage Container

EACH CHOICE LIBRARY 
INCLUDES:
• 150 Books, Levels B–M

• Guide to Independent 

Reading

• Sturdy Container

FPC INDEPENDENT READING 
COLLECTION, GRADE 2 INCLUDES:
• 150 trade titles (1 copy each)

• Collection Guide

• 150 Conferring Cards

• Unlimited access to Online Resources

• Storage Containers
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AVAILABLE SEPARATELY

Guide to 
Independent 

Reading
Irene C. Fountas & Gay Su Pinnell

Fountas & Pinnell  
LLI BLUE System Choice Library

FOUNTAS & PINNELL LLI 
BLUE SYSTEM CHOICE 
LIBRARY
150 carefully selected fiction and 

nonfiction trade books at levels B–M 

for students to independently select 

and read. Many of these high-interest 

books are from well-known series or by 

familiar authors. An accompanying Guide 

to Independent Reading for teachers 

includes a comprehensive list of title, 

author, genre, and level, as well as 

detailed summaries with prompts that 

teachers can use to generate thinking, 

talking, and writing about the books.

Additional Reading

    

    

Irene C. Fountas & Gay Su Pinnell

Resource Guide
COLLECTIONS

780325 0616419

9 0000 >
ISBN  978-0-325-06164-1

FP_Select_UserGuide_Collections_Cov_alt.indd   2-3 5/19/14   3:23 PM
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“ The success of 

any intervention 

ultimately depends 

on students being 

fully captivated by 

the books they read 

and write about.”
—Irene C. Fountas 

and Gay Su Pinnell
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Observing Growth

Connect skilled 
observation to 
responsive 
teaching 

NOTICE, TEACH, SUPPORT
Proficient readers and writers display recognizable behaviors 

at every phase of literacy learning. When teachers notice, 

teach, and support these behaviors, they link assessment 

to responsive teaching. This indispensable literacy tool 

identifies the behaviors that demonstrate thinking and 

understanding within, beyond, and about a text.

Visit fountasandpinnell.com for more information on this essential 

resource for thinking together with colleagues about literacy 

development. 

 

A FIRM FOUNDATION
The F&P Text Level Gradient™ and The Fountas 

& Pinnell Literacy Continuum are the foundation 

of the LLI Systems. The specific text demands, 

competencies and behaviors to teach for, assess, 

and reinforce [at each level] are provided at 

the end of each text level lesson span in the 

LLI Blue System. All LLI lessons are designed to 

help teachers accomplish the goals listed in The 

Literacy Continuum for each level. The goal is to 

help readers meet the demands of successive 

levels of text and in the process, expand their 

systems of strategic actions. Referring regularly 

to The Literacy Continuum pages enables 

teachers to monitor student progress and 

guide teaching.

 “ Precise observation of 

literacy behaviors is at 

the heart of effective 

teaching.”
—Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell

ALSO AVAILABLE: THE COMPLETE LITERACY CONTINUUM: EXPANDED EDITION

THINKING WITHIN THE TEXT
Understanding the literal meaning by processing 
words and stated ideas

THINKING BEYOND THE TEXT
Understanding implied meanings, synthesizing 
information, making connections, and 

determining deeper meanings

THINKING ABOUT THE TEXT
Understanding author’s craft and articulating  

opinions about craft

  T
h

in
kin

g A
bout the Text

 Thinking Bey
on
d t

he T
ex

t 

 Thinking Within the Text

Noticing and using  
sources of information  
(meaning, language  
structure, phonological   
information, visual information).

Connecting the text  
to personal and  

world knowledge  
as well as to  

other texts.

Remembering important  
information and  
carrying it forward.

Adjusting present 
understandings to 
accommodate new 
knowledge.

Thinking about what  
the writer means  
but has not stated.

 Taking action in  
flexible ways to  

solve problems or  
fit purpose and genre.

Using a range  
of strategies to  
recognize and  
take apart words,  
    and understand
        word meaning.

Checking on accuracy  
      and understanding  
           and working to  
               self-correct errors.

Anticipating what  
may happen next.

Thinking critically 
about the text.

Reading at  
a good rate, 
integrating phrasing, 
pausing, intonation, 
and stress.

Noticing aspects of  
the writer’s craft  
including text 
structure.

SYSTEMS 
OF STRATEGIC 

ACTIONS

GRADES  

PreK–8
GRADES  

The Fountas&Pinnell

A Tool for Assessment, Planning, and Teaching

Continuum
Literacy

Expanded E D I T I O N

9/9/16

The grade-level goals on the F&P Text Level Gradient™ are intended to
provide general guidelines, which should be adjusted based on
school/district requirements and professional teacher judgement.

© 2012 Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell

F&P TEXT LEVEL GRADIENT™

GRADE-LEVEL
GOALS

FOUNTAS & PINNELL
LEVELS

Kindergarten
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Thinking Within the Text

Behaviors and Understandings to Notice, Teach, and Support

SEARCHING FOR AND USING 
INFORMATION
 l Sustain searching for information over a 

short text (usually sixteen pages with three 
to eight lines of print on each page and 
fewer than 350 words)

hhUse some organizational tools and text 
resources to search for information: e.g., 
title, headings

 l Use background understanding of familiar, 
easy content to search for and use 
information

 l Reread to search for and use information 
from multiple sources

 l Use sentence structures (subject and 
predicate with some embedded phrases 
and clauses) to search for and use 
information

 l Search for and use information that appears 
in beginning and ending phrases or clauses

 l Search for information in sentences (both 
statements and questions) with clauses or 
phrases

 l Search for information in sentences with 
variation in placement of subject, verb, 
adjectives, and adverbs

 l Search for and understand information 
presented in a variety of ways: e.g., 
simple dialogue, dialogue with pronouns, 
split dialogue, assigned and sometimes 
unassigned dialogue, dialogue among 
multiple characters, some long stretches of 
dialogue, direct dialogue

 l Use the chronological order of a simple 
story to search for and use information

 l Notice and use (period, comma, question 
mark, exclamation mark, and quotation 
marks)

 l Search for and use information from 
pictures or graphics

 l Use labels or captions on photographs and 
drawings to search for and use information

 l Use details in the illustrations to search for 
and use information

MONITORING AND  
SELF-CORRECTING
 l Sometimes reread the sentence or phrase 

to problem-solve, self-correct, or confirm
 l Self-correct close to the point of error
 l Use visual features of words to self-monitor 

and self-correct
 l Use recognition of high-frequency words 

and other known words to self-monitor and 
self-correct

 l Use multiple sources of information (visual 
information in print, meaning/pictures, 
language structure) to monitor and self-
correct

 l Show evidence of close attention to visual 
features of words

 l Read without pointing
 l Use awareness of narrative structure and 

of character attributes to self-monitor and 
self-correct

 l Use understanding of dialogue to self-
monitor and self-correct

 l Use content knowledge of a simple topic to 
self-monitor and self-correct

SOLVING WORDS
XX Reading Words

 l Recognize words in clear, plain font that are 
on a plain white or very light background

 l Recognize 100+ high-frequency words 
quickly and easily

 l Recognize one-, two-, and three-syllable 
words with moderate picture support

 l Read a range of regular and irregular plurals 
that are fully supported by pictures and 
language structure

 l Read verbs with inflectional endings fully 
supported by pictures and language 
structure

 l Read present participles of verbs with the 
inflectional ending -ing, fully supported by 
pictures and language structure: e.g., helping

 l Read past participles of verbs with the 
inflectional ending -ed, fully supported by 
pictures and language structure: e.g., helped 

 l Read some words with easy spelling 
patterns with the support of pictures and 
language (VC, CVC, CVCe, CVV, CVVC, VCe)

 l Use word parts to solve some two-syllable 
or three-syllable words

 l Locate high-frequency words and other 
important words in a text

 l Say a word slowly to identify sounds in the 
word

 l Read a range of contractions: e.g., words 
formed with not, am, are, is, has, and will

 l Read possessives: e.g., a cat’s nose
 l Read a variety of words that assign dialogue

hhRead many compound words: e.g., into, 
bedroom, playground

LEVEL A
LEVEL H  

TH
E CO

N
TIN

U
U

M
 O

F LITER
A

CY LEA
R

N
IN

G 

HLEVEL

29

Readers at Level H:
At level H, readers encounter challenges similar to Level G, but the language and vocabulary are even more 

complex and the stories are longer and more literary. Readers process a great deal of dialogue and reflect it 

through appropriate word stress and phrasing in oral reading. In fiction, they will find that plots and characters 

are more elaborated but are still simple and straightforward. They notice attributes of characters and infer 

feelings and motives. Characters do not change much, but they may learn a lesson. Nonfiction challenges readers 

with topics that may offer some information beyond their current knowledge, and readers may encounter 

vocabulary words connected to content that is new. They solve multisyllable words (many with inflectional 

endings), plurals, contractions, and possessives. Automatically reading a large number of high-frequency words, 

they can meet the demands for more in-depth thinking and also solve words with complex spelling patterns. In 

order to achieve efficient and smooth processing, readers begin to do more silent reading. In oral reading, they 

demonstrate (without pointing) appropriate rate, phrasing, intonation, and word stress. Readers use academic 

language to talk about texts.

continues

IA double bullet indicates a new behavior that you expect to see evidence of at this level.

A double bullet indicates a new behavior that you expect to see evidence of at this level.
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Thinking Within the Text (continued)

Behaviors and Understandings to Notice, Teach, and Support

XX Vocabulary
 l Understand the meaning of some words 

that are new but easy to understand in the 
context of the text and with picture support

 l Expand understanding of the meaning of 
words by connection with the pictures and/
or understanding the context

 l Understand some content-specific words 
introduced, explained, and illustrated in 
context

 l Read and understand words that stand for 
sounds (onomatopoetic words)

 l Understand vocabulary words that are in 
common oral vocabulary for early readers 
(Tier 1)

hhUnderstand the meaning of a few words 
that appear in the vocabulary of mature 
language users (Tier 2)

 l Understand the meaning of simple regular 
plurals formed with the endings -s or -es

 l Understand the meaning of simple 
adjectives describing people, places, or 
things

hhUnderstand the meaning of present 
participles and past participles of verbs with 
the inflectional endings -ing and -ed: e.g., 
am looking, have looked

 l Understand the meaning of contractions 
using an apostrophe and one or more 
letters from words such as not, am, are, is, 
has, and will

 l Understand words with an apostrophe 
indicating possession

 l Understand some words that require the 
use of multiple sources of information 
(background knowledge, pictures, visual 
information)

 l Understand words that indicate characters: 
e.g., easy-to-read names, family members, 
community members such as teachers

 l Understand that words such as I, me, and 
we may signal the narrator of a text

 l Understand the meaning of a variety of 
words that assign dialogue

 l Recognize and understand labels for familiar 
objects, animals, people, the human body, 
weather, daily activities, simple processes 
such as cooking or growing plants

 l Use details in illustrations to understand 
new vocabulary

 l Understand the meaning and function of 
simple connectives

MAINTAINING FLUENCY
 l Notice periods, quotation marks, commas, 

exclamation marks, and question marks, 
and reflect them with the voice through 
intonation and pausing

 l Demonstrate stress on words in a way that 
shows attention to meaning and stress 
words in bold

 l Adjust reading to show awareness of 
sentence variety: i.e., placement of subject, 
verb, adjectives, and adverbs

 l Reread to notice the language or meaning
hhRecognize dialogue with phrasing, word 

stress, and intonation

ADJUSTING
 l Slow down to problem-solve words and 

resume reading with momentum
 l Adjust reading to accommodate compound 

sentences and sentences with variety in 
order of clauses

 l Recognize that a text is fiction and tells a 
story that has a beginning, middle, series of 
episodes, and end

 l Understand that a nonfiction book tells facts
 l Notice labels or captions on photographs 

and drawings and use them to understand 
the words in the text

 l Adjust reading to notice information in a 
photograph or drawing

 l Adjust to accommodate some variety in 
layout of illustrations and print

 l Adjust reading to reflect a series of steps in 
an easy procedural book

SUMMARIZING
 l Remember important information while 

reading to understand the meaning of the 
text

 l Talk about the important information after 
reading

 l Summarize the story including plot events, 
problem, resolution, and characters

hhSummarize information in the text, selecting 
the information that is important

hhTell information about a temporal sequence 
in time order

HLEVEL

IA double bullet indicates a new behavior that you expect to see evidence of at this level.

A double bullet indicates a new behavior that you expect to see evidence of at this level.
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Thinking Beyond the Text

Thinking About the Text

PREDICTING
 l Use sentences with varied placement 

of subject, verb, adjectives, and adverbs, 
variety in placement of clauses, and some 
compound sentences to anticipate the text

 l Make predictions based on information in 
pictures

 l Make predictions based on personal 
knowledge and experience with texts

 l Predict the ending of a story based on 
reading the beginning and middle

hhPredict outcomes or endings based on 
repeating episodes in the plot

 l Make predictions based on understanding of 
narrative structure

hhMake predictions based on knowledge from 
personal experiences and from reading: 
e.g., food, cooking, pets, animals of the 
world, health and the human body, different 
environments and communities, machines

hhMake predictions based on knowledge of 
underlying text structures: e.g., description, 
temporal sequence, question and answer, 
chronological sequence

 l Make predictions based on a temporal 
sequence: e.g., plants growing, eggs 
hatching, making something, the water cycle

MAKING CONNECTIONS
 l Make connections between personal 

experience and a text
 l Make connections among books in a series

hhUse background knowledge to understand 
settings

 l Use background knowledge of traditional 
literature to recognize common characters 
and events in a folktale

 l Make connections between background 
knowledge of familiar content and the 
content in the text

 l Make connections among texts on the same 
topic or with similar content

 l Access background knowledge to 
understand description or temporal 
sequence

SYNTHESIZING
 l Talk about what the reader knows about the 

topic before reading the text, and identify 
new knowledge gained from reading

 l Talk about the text, showing understanding 
of events, topic, or content

 l Talk about what is learned from the 
characters, the problem, and the resolution 
of the problem

INFERRING
 l Infer meaning of story or content from 

pictures that add meaning to the text
 l Notice aspects of the setting from the text 

and pictures and make inferences to help 
understand the story

 l Talk about characters’ feelings based on 
inferences from pictures and text, especially 
dialogue

 l Talk about the pictures, revealing 
interpretation of a problem or of characters’ 
feelings

 l Infer obvious humor: e.g., humorous 
characters, language, and story problems

 l Infer some obvious character traits from the 
story and pictures

 l Infer ideas about familiar content
 l Infer temporal sequences and notice the 

steps

ANALYZING
 l Recognize that a text can be imagined 

(fiction) or it can give information 
(nonfiction)

 l Understand that a story can be like real life 
or can be something that could not be true 
in real life (fantasy)

 l Recognize characters that are typical of 
animal fantasy or traditional literature

 l Recognize that a text can have true 
information

 l Understand that a nonfiction book gives 
facts tells how to do something

 l Understand how the ideas and information 
in a book are related to each other

 l Recognize and follow a chronological 
sequence of events

 l Recognize and understand variety in 
narrative structure: e.g., cumulative tale, 
circular story

 l Recognize that a process happens in time 
order

 l Recognize repetitive episodes in a text
hhRecognize a writer’s use of underlying 

text structures: e.g., description, temporal 
sequence, question and answer, 
chronological sequence

 l Understand how the events, content, and 
ideas in a text are related to the title

 l Recognize settings that are familiar

 l Identify a story problem and how it is 
resolved

 l Recognize that the people and animals in a 
story are called characters

 l Notice a writer’s use of humorous words or 
onomatopoetic words and talk about how 
they add to the action

 l Recognize procedural language (directions)
 l Recognize language that speaks directly to 

the reader: e.g., you, your
 l Notice that illustrations add to important 

story action
 l Think analytically about graphics (diagrams)
 l Understand that illustrations or photographs 

add to the ideas and information in a text
hhUse academic language to talk about genres 

and special types of texts: e.g., fiction; 
family, friends, and school story; folktale; 
nonfiction; informational text; informational 
book; factual text

hhUse academic language to talk about forms: 
e.g., series book, play

 l Use academic language to talk about literary 
features: e.g., beginning, ending, problem, 
character

hhUse some specific language to talk about 
book and print features: e.g., front cover, 
back cover, page, author, illustrator, 
illustration, photograph, title, label, drawing, 
heading

CRITIQUING
 l Share opinions about a text and give 

rationales and examples
 l Share opinions about an illustration or 

photograph
 l Have favorite books and say why

IA double bullet indicates a new behavior that you expect to see evidence of at this level.

A double bullet indicates a new behavior 
that you expect to see evidence of at 
this level.
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Examples:
 l Recognize and write many high-frequency words (for example, just, 

mother, over, too, were, when, will)
 l Review high-frequency words from previous levels
 l Recognize and use contractions with will (I’ll, we’ll, that’ll)
 l Add -es to a singular noun to make a plural noun (wish/wishes)
 l Add an apostrophe and an s to a singular noun to show ownership 

(dog’s bone, Emma’s pencil)
 l Add an inflectional ending to a word to make a new word (call/

calling, called; please/pleasing, pleased)
 l Change the beginning sound or sounds to make a new word (day/

stay—change /d/ to /st/)
 l Change the ending sound or sounds to make a new word (hen/

help—change /n/ to /l/ /p/)
 l Change a middle sound to make a new word (let/lot—change /e/ 

to /aw/)

 l Recognize, make, and break apart words that begin with an initial 
consonant, a consonant cluster, or a consonant digraph (night; 
brown, spring; thank, shoe)

 l Recognize, make, and break apart words with double consonant 
letters in the middle (letter, hurry)

 l Read, make, break apart, and write words with a CVC pattern and a 
short vowel sound (hat) and words with a VCe pattern and a long 
vowel sound (game)

 l Recognize, make, and break apart words that contain phonograms 
with a double vowel pattern (soon, green)

 l Solve words using letter-sound analysis from left to right (s-t-r-ee-t)
 l Sort letters quickly by a variety of features—uppercase or lowercase; 

tall or short; with or without long straight lines, short straight lines, 
circles, tails

 l Read the Consonant Cluster Chart in a variety of ways

Planning for Word Work After Guided Reading
Using your recent observations of the readers’ ability to take words apart quickly and efficiently while 
reading text, plan for one to three minutes of active engagement of students’ attention to letters, sounds, 
and words. Prioritize the readers’ noticing of print features and active hands-on use of magnetic letters, a 
whiteboard, word cards, or pencil and paper to promote fluency and flexibility in visual processing.

Behaviors and Understandings to Notice, Teach, and SupportHLEVEL

A double bullet indicates a new behavior that you expect to see evidence of at this level.

20
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The LLI Blue System employs 2 types 

of lesson frameworks. Each lesson is 

designed to be 30 minutes in duration 

delivered once per day, 5 days per week, 

to small groups of 3 students. Depending 

on a student’s reading level at their time 

of entry, the LLI Blue System intervention 

may last 18 to 24+ weeks. 

There are a total of 120 lessons in the 

System. Each level contains alternating 

standard lessons, underpinned by 

precisely leveled, original student books. 

The level-specific competencies and the 

behaviors and understandings to notice, 

teach and support from The Fountas & 

Pinnell Literacy Continuum, Expanded 

Edition are included at the end of each 

20-lesson sequence.

Designed for 
Success

STANDARD LESSONS
Odd-numbered Standard lessons introduce a new instructional level book and focus 

on reading, discussion of meaning, and phonics and word work. The even-numbered 

Standard lessons introduce a new independent level book and focus on writing to 

extend meaning, phonics and word work, and fluency.

PLAN FOR STANDARD LESSONS

ODD-NUMBERED STANDARD LESSON EVEN-NUMBERED STANDARD LESSON

Approximate Total 
Lesson Time

30 
minutes

Approximate Total 
Lesson Time

30 
minutes

Rereading
5 

minutes
Rereading and 
Assessment

5 
minutes

Phonics/Word Work
5 

minutes
Phonics/Word Work

5 
minutes

Reading a New Book 
(Instructional Level)

15 
minutes

Writing About Reading
15 

minutes

Letter/Word Work
5 

minutes
Reading a New Book 
(Independent Level)

5 
minutes

Optional Letter/Word 
Work (If time allows)

      

THE LESSON FRAMEWORKS 
• 60 odd-numbered  

Standard lessons

• 60 even-numbered 

Standard lessons

22

“ Progress is not enough; 

struggling readers need 

to make faster progress 

than their peers, and that 

is the whole purpose of 

intervention.”
—Irene C. Fountas  

and Gay Su Pinnell

Lesson Frameworks

• 30 minutes a day, 5 days a 
week for optimal results and 
intensity

• 3 students per group 

• 18–24+ weeks of explicit, 
intensive instruction



59LESSON HLEVEL

LEVEL H
LESSO

N 59

SYSTEM Blue
NEW BOOK Plants That Eat Bugs
GENRE Nonfiction

Goals
READING 

 d Use phrasing, intonation, appropriate word stress, and pausing for punctuation.
 d Use consonant clusters and word parts to solve words.
 d Use multiple sources of information while reading.
 d Say and understand some technical vocabulary.
 d Understand that the new text is nonfiction and that it will provide information 

about a category of plants.
 d Understand the central idea of a nonfiction text.
 d Understand that information is compared and contrasted in the book.

PHONICS/WORD WORK 
 d Understand that when a verb ends in one consonant and y, you change the y to i 

before adding –ed. 
 d Understand that when a verb ends in one vowel and one consonant, you double 

the consonant before adding –ed to show that something already happened. 
 d Learn a new high-frequency word (out). 

Visit resources.fountasandpinnell.com to download
technological resources to support this lesson, including:
●● Word Analysis Chart 59
●● Student Words: out●✓
●● Fold Sheet 59
●● Parent Letter

●● Plants That Eat Bugs, Level H
●● Little Wolf’s New Home, 

Level F
●● The Coyote and the Rabbit,

Level H
●● chart from Lesson 58
●● My Writing Book
●● magnetic letters
●● word bags
●● Take-Home Book Little Wolf’s 

New Home

HOW THE BOOK WORKS This nonfiction book has alternating pages of print and photographs until the last 
page. Alternating spreads have a heading and a photograph with information about a particular plant. There are 
photographs with labels on the last page. The book tells about the different ways that bug-eating plants trap bugs.

Analysis of New Book Characteristics  Plants That Eat Bugs, Level H

GENRE/FORM
 d Nonfiction
 d Expository text

TEXT STRUCTURE
 d Different kind of plant every two spreads 

(divided into sections)
 d Description of how plants eat bugs
 d Sequence within each section
 d Summary at the end of the book

CONTENT
 d Bug-eating plants
 d Concept of parts of plants

THEMES AND IDEAS
 d Nature
 d Interdependence of plants and animals

LANGUAGE AND LITERARY FEATURES
 d Interesting presentation of information
 d Descriptive words

SENTENCE COMPLEXITY
 d Present tense
 d Varying sentence length, most seven to 

twelve words
 d Prepositional phrases embedded within 

sentences
 d Compound sentences

VOCABULARY
 d Technical words related to bug-eating 

plants

WORDS
 d Mostly one-syllable words (two two-

syllable words: inside, sticky)
 d Wide range of high-frequency words
 d See Word Analysis Chart 59 for specific 

words in each category 

ILLUSTRATIONS
 d Photographs
 d Close match between pictures and text, 

but far more meaning in the text than 
can be carried by the pictures

BOOK AND PRINT FEATURES
 d Pictures on right pages and print on the 

left, except for pages 2–3 and 16
 d Heading on three pages
 d Periods, exclamation points, commas, 

question mark
 d Word and picture summary at the end

NEW BOOK
Plants That Eat Bugs, Level H

REREADING
Little Wolf’s New Home, 
Level F

The Coyote and the Rabbit, 
Level H

You Will Need
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PROMPTING 
GUIDE, PART 1

Refer to pages 11 
and 19 as needed

Rereading
Suggested 
Language

REREADING
 l Little Wolf’s New Home, Level F
 l The Coyote and the Rabbit, Level H 

Phonics/ 
Word Work
Inflectional 
Ending -ed

 d If time allows, invite the children to reread Little Wolf ’s New Home and The 
Coyote and the Rabbit.

 d Assign parts and have children read the play from The Coyote and the Rabbit. Be 
sure the children put their words together like talking.

 d Prompt for phrasing and intonation. For example: Read these words together 
(indicate) or Make it sound like a story you listen to.

Principle You can add -ed to 
the end of some verbs to show that 
something already happened. Use 
the basic rules to spell words correctly 
when adding the ending -ed. 

See and Say
 d Read the chart you created in 

Lesson 58 with the children
 d Now, write the words hop, tag, and 

rob in the first column and the 
words hopped, tagged, and robbed 
in the fourth column. Use each 
word in a sentence. What do you 
notice about these words? [Children 

respond.] Help the children to see 
that when the verb ends in one 
vowel and one consonant, you need 
to double the consonant before adding -ed to the end of a word to make it mean 
that something already happened. Write the following heading at the top of the 
fourth column: Double the consonant and add -ed.

 d In the first column, write the word cry. In the last column, write the word cried. Use 
each word in a sentence. Repeat the process with the words try/tried and dry/dried.

 d What do you notice about these words? [Children respond.] Help the children to 
see that when a word ends in a consonant and the letter y, you usually change 
the letter y to i before -ed is added to the end of the word to make it mean that 
something already happened. Write the following heading at the top of the last 
column: Change the y to i and add -ed.

 d  If time allows, have the children practice these spelling rules by writing some 
of the words bat, fan, fry, spy, and stop in My Writing Book. Then, have them 
construct the past tense of each verb. Provide as much support as needed for all 
children to be successful. Have the children take turns reading one pair of words, 
using each word in a sentence to reflect the present and past tenses. 

 d Summarize the lesson by restating the principle.

24
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LEVEL H
LESSO

N 59

Reading a 
New Book
Suggested 
Language

NEW BOOK
Plants That Eat Bugs, Level H

PROMPTING 
GUIDE, PART 1

Refer to pages 11 
and 12 as needed

PROMPTING 
GUIDE, PART 2

Refer to pages 29, 
39, and 40 
as needed

continues on next page

Introducing the Text 
 d Introduce children to the book by talking about some plants they know. You are 

going to read another informational book, Plants That Eat Bugs. Have you ever 
heard of plants that eat bugs? [Children respond.]

 d Turn to pages 2 and 3. Some bugs eat plants. What are they eating? [Children 

respond.] They eat leaves. And some plants eat bugs. They eat bugs in three ways.
 d Turn to pages 4 and 5 to see the leaf. When the bug lands on the leaf, it snaps shut. 

Say snap. What two letters come first in snap? [Children respond.] Find snap. Run 
your pointer finger under it and say snap. [Children respond.]

 d Look at pages 6 and 7. What do you see? [Children respond.] The leaf trapped the bug. 
What do you think the leaf will do with it? [Children respond.]

 d Turn to pages 8 and 9. There are other ways that plants get bugs. Some of them have 
sticky leaves like the plant on page 9.

 d Now, turn to pages 14 and 15. This plant looks like a cup. It has smooth sides, and 
the bug slides down inside. Say smooth. What two letters come first in smooth? 
[Children respond.] Find smooth. Run your pointer finger under it and say smooth. 

 d Have children turn back to the beginning and read to find three ways plants eat bugs.

Reading the Text
 d Prompt children to take words apart to read them. For example: Cover the last part.

Discussing and Revisiting the Text 
 d Invite the children to share their thinking about what they learned from the text. 
 d What did you learn about these plants? [Children respond.] How are these plants 

different than other plants you know about? [Children respond.]

 d The writer starts out talking about bugs that eat plants. Why do you think she does 
that? [Children respond.]

 d In what three ways do these plants trap the bugs? [Children respond.] How does the 
writer help you remember the three ways? [Children respond.]

 d What’s happening in the photo on page 11? How do the photographs help you 
understand the information? [Children respond.]

 d In this book, the writer tells about different ways that some plants eat bugs. What do 
you think the writer wants you to learn? [Children respond.]

 d This book contains information about real plants and bugs. Is it fiction or 
nonfiction? [Children respond.] How can you tell? [Children respond.]
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Reading a New Book

Suggested Language
(continued from  
previous page)

Discussing the Text (continued from previous page)

 d Continue the discussion, guiding the children toward the key understandings and 
the main messages of the text. Some key understandings the children may express: 

Thinking Within the Text Thinking Beyond the Text Thinking About the Text

 d Some bugs eat plant 
leaves. But some plants 
eat bugs.

 d Some plants have leaves 
that snap shut and trap 
a bug. Then, the plant 
eats it.

 d Some plants have sticky 
leaves that trap a bug. 
Then, the plant eats it.

 d Some plants are shaped 
like cups. A bug slides 
down the side of the 
cup and gets trapped. 
Then, the plant eats it.

 d How a plant is shaped 
determines how it traps 
a bug. 

 d Maybe some plants 
need to eat bugs 
because of where they 
live. 

 d Usually, we hear about 
plants making their food 
from the sun and water. 
The plants in this book 
are very different.

 d It is amazing what some 
plants can do!

 d The writer begins the book by 
talking about bugs that eat plants 
because she wants us to see 
how roles can be unexpectedly 
switched.

 d The writer repeats the words snap, 
stick, and slide. This makes the 
book fun to read. It also makes the 
information easier to organize and 
remember.

 d The writer shares her excitement 
about bug-eating plants by using 
exclamation points throughout the 
book.

 d The photographs help us 
understand how the plants trap 
bugs.

 d This is a nonfiction book because 
it tells about real plants in the real 
world.

MESSAGES Some plants feed themselves in unexpected ways. All plants and animals have ways to get 
the food they need to survive.

Teaching Points 
 d Based on your observations, use Prompting Guide, Part 1 to select a teaching point 

that will be most helpful to the readers. 
 d You may need to prompt the children to notice and use the consonant clusters at 

the beginning of words. For example: Look at the first part.

PROMPTING 
GUIDE, PART 1

Refer to page 12 
as needed
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LEVEL H
LESSO

N 59

Classroom Connection

Principle You see some words many times when you read and use them many 
times when you write. You need to learn these words because they help you read 
and write. 
 d Using magnetic letters, make the word out on a whiteboard. Read the word as you 

make it and then use it in a sentence. You may want to have the children locate the 
word in the new book Plants That Eat Bugs.

 d Give the children the magnetic letters to make the word out several times, each 
time checking the sound sequence with their pointer finger. What do you notice 
about the word that will make it easier to remember? [Children respond.]

 d Give the children the word out to add to their word bags. 
 d If you chose not to do the Optional Letter/Word Work in Lesson 58, you will want 

to do that now.
 d If you did have the children take home the words that had become easy, now you 

can provide more practice with words that the children are still learning. Have 
each child choose one difficult word. Talk with the child about its features and 
then have the child use the word in a sentence. Place the word facedown on the 
table. Now, write the word on a sheet of paper or on a whiteboard. [Children respond.] 
Check the word to see if it is spelled correctly. [Children respond.]

 d Repeat this activity with as many words as time permits.

 d Give the children Fold Sheet 59.

 d Have the children take the fold sheet back to the classroom and write why 
each animal’s home was not good for Little Wolf.

 d Give the children Take-Home Book Little Wolf’s New Home to reread in 
the classroom.

Home/School Connection
 d Have the children take home Fold Sheet 59 to share with family members.

 d Have the children read and discuss Take-Home Book Little Wolf’s New 
Home with family members.

Optional 
Letter/Word 
Work
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Assessing Reading and Writing Behaviors

Observe to find evidence that readers can:
 d read with phrasing, intonation, appropriate word 

stress, and pausing for punctuation.
 d use consonant clusters and word parts to  

solve words.
 d search for and use multiple sources of information 

while reading.
 d understand some technical vocabulary and use it to 

discuss the information in the book. 
 d understand the central concept of this nonfiction text.

 d understand and describe how different plans trap 
bugs to eat.

 d tell how the plants are alike and how they are 
different.

 d recognize and use the basic spelling rules for 
adding –ed to verbs (change y to I before adding 
ed; double the consonant before adding -ed to a 
verb that ends in one vowel and one consonant). 

 d learn a new high-frequency word (out). 

Supporting English Language Learners

To support English language learners, you can:
 d monitor for understanding of Make it sound like a 

story you listen to.

 d monitor for understanding of the basic spelling 
rules for adding –ed to verbs. 

 d monitor for understanding of all words used in 
Phonics and Letter/Word Work.

 d be sure that children understand the meaning of 
eat in this context.

 d use the language of the text in a conversational 
way.

 d monitor for understanding of the technical 
vocabulary words.

 d be sure children understand they are going to learn 
how plants trap bugs.

 d use pictures to discuss what children learned.

Professional Development Links

Professional Development and Tutorial Videos, LLI Blue System
View the instructional routines and sample lessons as needed.  

When Readers Struggle: Teaching That Works, Levels A–N
 Chapter 16, “Teaching for Fluency in Processing Texts: Six Dimensions”  
(pages 381–384). Use these pages to understand how text choice contributes 
to a child’s ability to read fluently.

Genre Study: Teaching with Fiction and Nonfiction Books 
 Read Chapter 11, “Nonfiction Texts: Analysis of Design” (pages 150–161). 
Use these pages to explore the design features of nonfiction texts and  
think about how to support your children in using them. 

Teaching for Comprehending and Fluency: Thinking, Talking,  
and Writing About Reading, K–8
 Chapter 27 “Writing About Reading: Moving from Talk to Written Conversation 
About Texts” (pages 438  –442, 450, 452, 457–459) Use this chapter to explore 
how readers extend their thinking through writing about reading.

Leveled Literacy Intervention System Guide, LLI Blue System
Refer to individual sections as needed.
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LEVEL H
LESSO

N 60

SYSTEM Blue
NEW BOOK All About Bugs
GENRE Nonfiction

Goals
READING 

 d Use consonant clusters and word parts to solve words.
 d Use phrasing, intonation, appropriate word stress, and pausing at punctuation.
 d Use multiple sources of information while reading (meaning, language structure, 

and visual information). 
 d Understand that the nonfiction text will provide information about a topic.
 d Learn facts about a topic.

PHONICS/WORD WORK 
 d Understand and use basic spelling rules for adding –ing to a verb to show that 

something is happening now. 
 d Understand and use basic spelling rules for adding –ed to verbs to show that 

something already happened. 

WRITING ABOUT READING
 d Compose two or three sentences about how plants trap bugs.
 d Use word parts to write new words.

Visit resources.fountasandpinnell.com to download
technological resources to support this lesson, including:
●● Word Analysis Chart 60
●● Recording Form for Plants 

That Eat Bugs (or visit 
Apple iTunes to download 
the Fountas & Pinnell LLI 
Reading Record App)

●● Fold Sheet 60
●● Parent Letter

●● All About Bugs, Level F
●● Plants That Eat Bugs, Level H
●● Little Wolf’s New Home,

Level F
●● My Writing Book
●● magnetic letters
●● Take-Home Book Plants That 

Eat Bugs

HOW THE BOOK WORKS This nonfiction book focuses on a single topic. It has print and a magnified 
photograph on each left-hand page and a large photograph on each right-hand page until the last page. 
There is a question and an exclamation on the last page. This book gives interesting facts about several types 
of bugs.

Analysis of New Book Characteristics  All About Bugs, Level F

GENRE/FORM
 d Nonfiction
 d Expository text
 d Series book

TEXT STRUCTURE
 d Different kind of insect on each page 

spread
 d Parallel kinds of information for each bug
 d Compare and contrast

CONTENT
 d Variety of insects
 d Insect bodies and movement

THEMES AND IDEAS
 d Nature
 d Variety in insects and how they look and 

move 

LANGUAGE AND LITERARY FEATURES
 d Descriptive language
 d Writer directly addresses the reader

SENTENCE COMPLEXITY
 d Present tense
 d Variety in sentence length, with the 

longest sentence having nine words

VOCABULARY
 d Mostly familiar vocabulary
 d Insect names

WORDS
 d One- and two-syllable words, with a 

few three-syllable words (grasshopper, 
ladybug, firefly)

 d Wide range of high-frequency words
 d See Word Analysis Chart 60 for specific 

words in each category 

ILLUSTRATIONS
 d Photographs on all pages
 d Close-up of insect on the print page
 d Close match to print but meaning goes 

beyond pictures

BOOK AND PRINT FEATURES
 d Photographs on all pages
 d Print on the left pages
 d Three to six lines of text on each page 

of print
 d Periods, comma, exclamation points, 

question mark

NEW BOOK
All About Bugs, Level F

REREADING
Plants That Eat Bugs, Level H

Little Wolf’s New Home, 
Level F

You Will Need
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364

PROMPTING 
GUIDE, PART 1

Refer to pages 11 
and 12 as needed

Rereading 
and  
Assessment
Suggested 
Language

REREADING
 l Plants That Eat Bugs, Level H
 l Little Wolf’s New Home, Level F

Phonics/ 
Word Work
Inflectional 
Ending -ing

 d Listen to one child read Plants That Eat Bugs as you code the reading behaviors on 
the Recording Form or in the Fountas & Pinnell LLI Reading Record App, have a brief 
comprehension conversation, and make a teaching point that you think will be most 
helpful to the reader. Score and analyze the reading record following the lesson.

 d Have the other children reread Little Wolf ’s New Home and then Plants That Eat Bugs.
 d Prompt for word solving using letter clusters and parts of words if needed. For 

example: Say the first part or Look for a part you know. Do you know a word like that?

Principle You can add -ing to the end of some verbs to show that something 
is happening now. Use the basic rules to spell words correctly when adding the 
suffix -ing. 

See and Say
 d Create a four-column chart 

on chart paper.
 d In the first column, write 

the word sing. In the second 
column, write the word 
singing. Use each word in a 
sentence. Repeat the process 
with the words look/looking 
and land/landing. What do 
you notice about these words? 
[Children respond.] Help the 
children understand that 
you add -ing to the end of a 
word to make it mean that 
something is happening now. Write the following heading at the top of the second 
column: Add -ing.

 d Now, write the words write, make, and scare in the first column and the words 
writing, making, and scaring in the third column. Use each word in a sentence. 
What do you notice about these words? [Children respond.] Help the children 
understand that when the verb ends in a silent letter e, you drop the letter e before 
adding -ing to the end of the word to make it mean that something is happening 
now. Write the following heading at the top of the third column: Drop the e and 
add -ing.

 d Summarize the lesson by restating the principle.
 d Save the chart to be completed in Lesson 61.
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•  MY WRITING BOOK

• PROMPTING GUIDE, PART 1

Refer to pages 21 and 27 as 
needed

Writing 
About 
Reading
Suggested 
Language

Reading a 
New Book
Suggested 
Language

NEW BOOK
All About Bugs, Level F

continues on next page

Independent Writing
 d If time allows, you may want to begin by having each child read recent pages from 

My Writing Book. Occasionally, ask the child to locate a word in a sentence read.
 d Let’s talk about how plants trap bugs. [Children respond.] Discuss the way some 

leaves snap shut or roll up and how some leaves are sticky. Ask the children to 
write about what they learned. For example:

Some plants eat bugs.
They trap the bugs and then they eat them.

 d Prompt for the children to use word parts they know to write new words (e.g., the 
for then and they, pl as in play, an as in and).

 d Have the children reread and illustrate their sentences. 
 d You may want to write the sentences on a strip, cut them up, and put the words in 

an envelope for the children to take home and reassemble.

Introducing the Text 
 d Introduce children to the book by talking about some bugs they know. You have a 

new informational book today to read. It is called All About Bugs.
 d Turn to pages 2 and 3. This is a beetle. A beetle has six legs. You are going to read 

about different kinds of bugs. Each page will tell something about the bug.
 d Go to any pages that have a bug children are not likely to know and just name 

the bug.
 d Turn to pages 12 and 13. Look at the firefly. Have you ever seen a firefly? [Children 

respond.] What can it do? [Children respond.] It can glow in the dark. Say glow. What 
two letters come first in glow? [Children respond.] Find glow. Run your pointer finger 
under it and say glow. [Children respond.] Fireflies can also blink on and off as they fly.

 d Turn to pages 14 and 15. This bug is hard to see because it looks like a stick. It is 
called a walking stick. Say hard. What letter comes first in hard? [Children respond.] 
Find hard. Run your pointer finger under it and say hard. [Children respond.]

 d Now, turn back to the beginning and read all about bugs.
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PROMPTING 
GUIDE, PART 1

Refer to page 12 
as needed

PROMPTING 
GUIDE, PART 1

Refer to pages 
as needed

PROMPTING 
GUIDE, PART 2

Refer to pages 13 
and 39 as needed

Reading a New Book

Suggested Language
(continued from  
previous page)

Reading the Text
 d Prompt readers to notice word parts to solve new words if needed. For example: 

Do you see a part that can help you? Look at this part.

Discussing and Revisiting the Text
 d Invite the children to share their thinking about what they learned from the text. 
 d What bugs did you learn about? [Children respond.] How are they similar? [Children 

respond.] How are they different? [Children respond.] Take us to some examples and 
tell us something about the bug.

 d How did the photographs help you? [Children respond.]

 d This book gives information about different kinds of bugs. Is it fiction or nonfiction? 
[Children respond.]

 d Continue the discussion, guiding the children toward the key understandings and 
the main message of the text. Some key understandings the children may express: 

Thinking Within the Text Thinking Beyond the Text Thinking About the Text

 d A beetle is a bug with six 
legs.

 d An ant crawls on the 
ground and can carry a big 
load.

 d A bee has wings, and it flies 
from flower to flower.

 d A grasshopper has strong 
legs to walk and hop.

 d A ladybug has wings and 
can crawl and fly.

 d A firefly has wings and can 
glow in the dark.

 d A walking stick is hard to 
see and looks like a stick 
that can walk.

 d Bugs are everywhere.

 d We can find many different 
kinds of bugs in many 
different places.

 d Bugs can move in different 
ways. Some walk, hop, 
crawl, or fly.

 d Some bugs are easy to see 
and others are not. 

 d A firefly is easier to see in 
the dark than other bugs 
because a firefly glows.

 d Some bugs are more 
interesting than others. 

 d Bugs have different body 
shapes.

 d The writer helps us learn 
about bugs by keeping all of 
the information about each 
bug on one page. 

 d The writer introduces each 
bug on a new page by 
writing, This is a _____. This 
pattern makes it easier for 
us to know we are moving 
from one bug to the next.

 d The photographs clearly 
show us the information 
the writer presents.

 d This is a nonfiction book 
because it tells about real 
bugs in the real world.

MESSAGE Many animals, especially insects, have unique and interesting characteristics that help them 
find food and survive.

Teaching Points 
 d Based on your observations, use Prompting Guide, Part 1 to select a teaching point 

that will be most helpful to the readers. 
 d You may want to have children look at page 12 and examine the words firefly and 

fireflies. Help them notice the parts of words (fire-fly). Help them notice that when 
firefly becomes plural, the y changes to i and you add -es.
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Classroom Connection

Principle Use the basic rules to spell words correctly when adding the suffix -ed.

 d Give each child the following 
magnetic letters: e, d, f, i, r, t, y. 
Have them make the word fry and 
then fried. What rule did you use to 
change the word fry to fried? [Children 

respond.]

 d Repeat the process with the words 
try and tried.

 d Now, give each child the additional magnetic letters a, l, p, and p. Have them make 
the word trip and then tripped. What rule did you use to change the word trip to 
tripped? [Children respond.]

 d Repeat the process with the words flap and flapped.
 d If time permits, have the children write other words on paper or on a whiteboard 

and change the word to make it mean that something already happened. Some 
words children may use are chop, pry, wish, and snore. Ensure that the children can 
articulate the rules for adding -ed to the end of verbs.

 d Give the children Fold Sheet 60.

 d Have the children take the fold sheet back to the classroom and draw a 
picture of a plant that eats bugs in each box.

 d On the write-on lines under each box, have the children explain how that 
plant eats bugs.

 d Give the children Take-Home Book Plants That Eat Bugs to reread in the 
classroom.

Home/School Connection
 d Have the children take home Fold Sheet 60 to share with family members.

 d Have the children read and discuss Take-Home Book Plants That Eat Bugs 
with family members.

Optional 
Letter/Word 
Work
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Assessing Reading and Writing Behaviors

Observe to find evidence that readers can:
 d use consonant clusters and word parts to solve words.
 d read with phrasing, intonation, appropriate word 

stress, and pausing for punctuation.
 d use multiple sources of information while reading.
 d understand that the book is nonfiction and provides 

information about bugs.
 d notice and talk about the names of some bugs and 

some facts about them.

 d recognize and use basic spelling rules for adding 
–ed and –ing to verbs.

 d compose two or three sentences about how plants
trap bugs.

 d use word parts to write new words.

Supporting English Language Learners

To support English language learners, you can:
 d monitor for understanding of Say the first part or 

Look for a part you know. Do you know a word 
like that?

 d monitor for understanding of the basic spelling 
rules for adding –ed and –ing to verbs. 

 d be sure children understand all words used in 
Phonics and Letter/Word Work.

 d have children say the names of the bugs in the book.

 d use the actions of the bugs in a conversational way 
during the introduction.

 d be sure they understand that they will learn about a 
different bug on each page.

 d use pictures to discuss what they learned.

 d support children in constructing grammatically 
correct sentences.

 d encourage children to repeat their sentence before 
they begin writing.

Professional Development Links

Professional Development and Tutorial Videos, LLI Blue System
View the instructional routines and sample lessons as needed. 

When Readers Struggle: Teaching That Works, Levels A–N
 Chapter 13, “Extending Reading Power Through Writing” (pages 318 –320). 
Use these pages to help children expand their language through writing  
about reading. 

Teaching for Comprehending and Fluency: Thinking, Talking,  
and Writing About Reading, K–8
 Chapter 26, “Using Guided Reading to Teach for the Comprehending of 
Nonfiction Texts” (pages 418, 426–433). Use this chapter to understand how 
the introduction and discussion can support effective processing of nonfiction/
informational texts. 

Fountas & Pinnell Prompting Guide, Part 1 for Oral Reading and Early Writing
Pages 27–28. Use these pages on constructing words using word analysis to 
explore ways to support writers in constructing words.

Leveled Literacy Intervention System Guide, LLI Blue System
Refer to individual sections as needed.
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Gold-standard scientific 
studies show LLI can help 
your struggling readers 
reach grade-level 
expectations

READ THE FULL REPORTS
AT FOUNTASANDPINNELL.COM

THE STUDIES
Grades K–2

Rural/Suburban: The first study was conducted during 

the 2009-2010 school year in the rural Tifton County, GA 

schools and the Enlarged City School District of Middletown, 

NY. According to Dr. Carolyn Ransford-Kaldon, principal 

investigator on the project, “LLI is indeed effective in 

improving skills.” 

Urban: The second study was conducted in 13 Denver Public 

School K–2 classrooms during the 2011-2012 school year 

and revealed that LLI positively impacts K–2 urban students’ 

literacy achievement.

Grades 3–5

This study was conducted in Abilene, TX; Denver, CO; and 

Sandwich, MA public schools in grades 3–5 classrooms during 

the 2015–2016 school year and found positive effects of LLI 

on students’ literacy achievement.

THE CENTER FOR RESEARCH IN 
EDUCATIONAL POLICY’S REPORT ON LLI 
WAS EVALUATED AND IS RECOMMENDED BY 
THE NATIONAL CENTER ON RESPONSE TO 
INTERVENTION (NCRTI). 
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PROVEN EFFECTIVE
The What Works Clearinghouse™ (WWC) and ESSA have reviewed the research on LLI, finding positive impacts 

and strong evidence of effectiveness for students in grades K–2. These findings are based on two independent, 

empirical studies conducted by The University of Memphis’s Center for Research in Educational Policy (CREP).

LLI READING ACHIEVEMENT

Read more at  
evidenceforessa.org

LLI EFFECTIVENESS

EVIDENCE FOR ESSA: LLI RECEIVES STRONG RATING  
FOR EFFECTIVENESS✓

Essa Rating Studies Students Avg. Effect Size

 STRONG 2 566 +0.13

Read the full WWC report at 
whatworks.ed.gov

LLI READING ACHIEVEMENT

WWC: SHOWING POSITIVE IMPACTS  
FOR BEGINNING READERS✓

++
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OFF-SITE  

ONLINE

FIND OUT MORE

Expertise

All of Fountas & Pinnell’s 

books, resources, and systems 

are deeply rooted in teacher 

professional development. The 

following professional learning 

opportunities are available to 

further develop the teaching craft 

and foster a climate of collegiality 

and community.

Multi-Day Institutes for LLI
Multi-Day Institutes are developed by Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell and provide 

extensive insight into Leveled Literacy Intervention and a deeper understanding of 

literacy teaching. 

TWO CONSECUTIVE MULTI-DAY INSTITUTES

FOUNTAS & PINNELL LEVELED LITERACY INTERVENTION 
GRADES K–12, LEVELS A–Z
Check our website for dates and locations.

• Institute 1: Teaching Readers who Struggle and Teaching within LLI Lessons in 

the Primary Grades 

Grades K, 1, and 2 (Levels A–N/LLI Orange, Green, and Blue Systems)

• Institute 2: Intervening for Literacy Success with Intermediate, Middle, and 

Secondary Students  

Grades 3-12 (Levels L–Z/LLI Red, Gold, Purple, and Teal Systems)

On-Demand Mini-Courses and 
Webinar Series
ON-DEMAND MINI-COURSES 
Heinemann PD Services is now offering On-Demand Mini-Courses, providing a self-

paced option to explore the foundational ideas behind Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su 

Pinnell’s work. These online courses are developed by The Lesley University Center 

for Reading Recovery® and Literacy Collaborative (CRRLC).

NEW! NOW AVAILABLE ON-DEMAND:

• The F&P Text Level Gradient™: Using Fountas & Pinnell Resources to Match 

Books to Readers / Grades K–8

• Introducing Texts Effectively in Guided Reading Lessons / Grades K–8

• Thinking and Talking About Books Across the Day: Creating a  

Community of Readers / Grades K–8

WEBINAR SERIES 
Led by Fountas & Pinnell-trained consultants, these Webinar Series consist 

of four interactive sessions that include discussions with the presenter, video 

demonstrations, and course materials that support session objectives. Resources 

studied in this online PD curriculum currently include the Fountas & Pinnell 

Benchmark Assessment System, Guided Reading, The Fountas & Pinnell Literacy 

Continuum, Phonics Lessons, Word Study Lessons, and When Readers Struggle.

Fountas & Pinnell 
PD Services

“ School districts 

seeking to close 

the achievement 

gap must consider 

good classroom 

teaching, meaningful 

assessment, multiple 

layers of intervention, 

and the ongoing 

development of highly 

qualified teachers.”
—Irene C. Fountas 

and Gay Su Pinnell

For complete details on all Fountas 
& Pinnell Professional Development 
options go to Heinemann.com/
fountasandpinnell/pd or call 
1-800-541-2086, ext. 1402.



45

ON-SITE  

FOUNTAS & PINNELL LITERACY™ RESOURCE SEMINARS

• Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™, Grades PreK-4 

• Fountas & Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System 1 & 2, 

Grades K–8

• Fountas & Pinnell Sistema de evaluación de la lectura, 

Grados K–2

• Role of the Administrator in the Implementation of the 

Fountas & Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System

• Genre Study, Grades K–8

• Introduction to The Fountas & Pinnell Literacy 

Continuum, Grades PreK–8

• Literacy Beginnings, Grades PreK–K

• Teaching for Comprehending and Fluency, Grades K–8

• When Readers Struggle, Grades K–3

• Guided Reading, Second Edition, Grades K–6

• Guiding Readers and Writers, Grades 2–8+

• Phonics, Spelling, and Word Study System, Grades K–3    

School-Based Seminars
These on-site School-Based Seminars are developed by Fountas and Pinnell and delivered by knowledgeable, experienced 

consultants who have been selected and trained by the authors.

LEVELED LITERACY INTERVENTION SEMINARS

• Leveled Literacy Intervention Primary: Grades K–2 / Orange, Green, and Blue systems

• Leveled Literacy Intervention Intermediate, Middle/High School: Grades 3–12 / Red, Gold, Purple, and Teal systems

• Role of the Administrator in the Implementation of Leveled Literacy Intervention (LLI)

SAVE 20% ON LLI PROFESSIONAL 

DEVELOPMENT IF YOU 

PURCHASE THE LLI PRODUCT AT 

THE SAME TIME.



Irene C. Fountas  
is a professor at Lesley 
University in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. She has been 
a classroom teacher, language 
arts specialist, and consultant 
in school districts across the 
nation and abroad. She is the 
recipient of the Greater Boston 
Council and the International 
Reading Association’s Celebrate 
Literacy Award as well as being 
named the first recipient of the 
Marie M. Clay Endowed Chair. 
Currently, she directs field-
based literacy research projects 
and the Literacy Collaborative 
at Lesley University. She 
continues to publish resources 
for comprehensive literacy 
programs that quickly become 
staples for literacy instruction 
across the country.

Gay Su Pinnell 
is Professor Emeritus in 
the School of Teaching and 
Learning at The Ohio State 
University. She has extensive 
experience in classroom 
teaching and field-based 
research, and in developing 
comprehensive approaches to 
literacy education. She received 
the International Reading 
Association’s Albert J. Harris 
Award for research in reading 
difficulties, the Ohio Governor’s 
Award and the Charles A. Dana 
Foundation Award for her 
contributions to the field of 
literacy education, and most 
recently she was awarded The 
Ohio State University Alumni 
Association’s Alumni Medalist 
Award. She is a member of the 
Reading Hall of Fame.

Fountas & Pinnell Assessment
The Fountas & Pinnell Benchmark Assessment Systems are accurate and 
reliable tools to identify the instructional and independent reading levels of 
all students and document student progress through one-on-one formative 
and summative assessments.

Fountas & Pinnell Classroom Resources 
Fountas & Pinnell Classroom Resources maximize student learning with 
systematic lessons, student books and materials, and powerful tools that 
guide teachers’ language and actions and support them in expert decision 
making for high-impact literacy instruction.

Fountas & Pinnell Intervention
Fountas & Pinnell Leveled Literacy Intervention is a short-term, 
supplementary intervention proven to bring struggling readers to grade-level 
competency with engaging leveled books and fast-paced, systematically 
designed lessons. 

Fountas & Pinnell Professional Books
Fountas & Pinnell Professional Books empower teachers with highly 
effective instructional procedures and the latest in literacy thinking to 
elevate their expertise and help build a community of skillful informed 
educators. 

Fountas & Pinnell Professional Development
Fountas & Pinnell Professional Development offers options and 
opportunities to further develop the teaching craft and foster a climate 
of collegiality and community through School-Based Seminars, Multi-Day 
Institutes, and Live Webinars.
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5+

6–12+
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The grade-level goals on the F&P Text Level Gradient™ are intended to
provide general guidelines, which should be adjusted based on
school/district requirements and professional teacher judgement.

© 2012 Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell

F&P TEXT LEVEL GRADIENT™

GRADE-LEVEL
GOALS

FOUNTAS & PINNELL
LEVELS

Kindergarten

Grade One

Grade Two

Grade Three

Grade Four

Grade Five

Grade Six

Grade Seven−Eight
High School/Adult

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z

LLI Orange SystemLevels A–E  

LLI Green SystemLevels A–K 

Levels C–N LLI Blue System

Levels L–Q LLI Red System

Levels O–T  LLI Gold System

Levels R–W LLI Purple System

Levels U–ZLLI Teal System

Fountas & Pinnell
Leveled Literacy Intervention
HELP STRUGGLING READERS AT EVERY AGE AND EVERY STAGE

K–12
The Fountas & Pinnell Leveled Literacy Intervention (LLI) is a powerful, short-term intervention, that 

provides daily, intensive, small-group instruction, which supplements classroom literacy teaching. 

LLI turns struggling readers into successful readers with engaging leveled books and fast-paced, 

systematically designed lessons. 

Fountas & Pinnell
Benchmark Assessment System
BASED ON THE F&P TEXT LEVEL GRADIENT™

Reliably identify the instructional and independent reading levels of all students through 

one-on-one formative and summative assessments. The Fountas & Pinnell Benchmark 

Assessment Systems provide teachers with precise tools and texts to observe and 

quantify reading behaviors, and use that data to plan responsive instruction. 

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z

Benchmark Assessment System 1Levels A–N  

Benchmark Assessment System 2 Levels L–Z

1

2

3

4+

5+

6-12+

K Levels A–E LLI Orange System

LLI Green System

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z

LLI Blue System

LLI Red System

LLI Gold System

Levels R–WLLI Purple System

Levels O–T

LLI Teal System Levels U–Z

Levels C–N

Levels L–Q

Levels A–K
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“ Every teacher has the 

right to be a part of a 

learning community 

in which people 

help each other 

and believe that the 

progress of children 

relies on everyone 

working together.”
—Irene C. Fountas 

and Gay Su Pinnell

Join the new Fountas & Pinnell Literacy™ Community 

for free at fountasandpinnell.com and receive exclusive 

access to members-only content and events, such as:

•  Exclusive, members-only Webinars hosted by Irene C. 

Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell

•  Daily Lit Bits to sharpen your practice and spark 

professional conversations

•  Consultant-led Discussion Board to build community 

through in-depth reflection and discussion

•  Instructional tools from the Resource Library to extend 

your expertise

•  Study Guides designed for deep exploration and 

understanding of Fountas and Pinnell professional books

•  Early access to professional development events in 

your area.

Connect

Become a 
member of the 
Fountas & 
Pinnell Literacy™ 
Community

Fountas & Pinnell Literacy™ 
@FountasandPinnell

Fountas & Pinnell Literacy™ Learning Group 
www.facebook.com/groups/FountasPinnell

@FountasPinnell 
#FPLiteracy

@FountasPinnell 
#fountasandpinnell

http://www.fountasandpinnell.com
http://www.facebook.com/groups/FountasPinnell
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Join for FREE at 

 fountasandpinnell.com

MEMBERSHIP IS FREE!
Insightful blog posts, 
active discussion boards, 
downloadable resources…

…and daily teaching 
tips make every visit 
worthwhile. 

JOIN TODAY!

MAKE FOUNTASANDPINNELL.COM YOUR  
DAILY LITERACY RETREAT TO REFLECT, RECHARGE,  
RESEARCH, AND REDEFINE YOUR LITERACY INSTRUCTION.

DAILY LIT BIT

The goal of guided reading is 

not for students to just read 

”this book” or understand a 

single text, but—with expert 

teaching—to create learning 

that is generative and that can 

be applied across texts.

DAILY LIT BIT

Responsive teaching are 

those moment-to-moment 

decisions that teachers 

make as they observe and 

analyze their students’ 

behaviors. 

Assessment is not 
teaching; it is gathering 

information for teaching.

DAILY LIT BIT

http://fountasandpinnell.com
http://fountasandpinnell.com


Is LLI the same as guided reading? 

• No, it is intended to be supplementary instruction. LLI is 

a systematic and sequential framework of components 

designed to support the accelerated progress of low 

achieving children. The LLI books are designed to build on 

one another. Although word work is provided in guided 

reading, LLI provides longer, more intensive work in 

phonics and word study. Most children do not need such an 

intensive approach.

Do I have to complete all of the lessons within  

each level?

• No, but be cautious. Look at The Continuum for the level 

to be sure the children control most of the behaviors. If 

your readers are finding the books very easy and, in your 

judgment, they understand the phonics and word work 

principles, you can skip to the next level. 

Do all children need to finish the intervention at the 

same time?

• No. If one child is clearly accelerating, you can assess him 

and move him into a higher group at any time. If a child 

needs more time in the intervention, have him join a lower 

group. It is all right for him to reread, talk about, and write 

about some of the books in the collection. 

How do you decide to group children who are at the 

same reading level but have different needs?

• All children will have slightly different needs. You are 

working to place together three children for whom a 

particular reading level is appropriate. If that is true, then 

you can begin reading the books on a level. You can fine 

tune your interactions with children during the lesson to 

account for their different needs. (For example, within 

a group reading at a level, one child may need more 

interactions around word solving and another around 

fluency). Most of the time, however, children have multiple 

needs and those will change from week to week. As with all 

teaching, observation is the key.

What should I do when children are absent? 

• There will always be the problem of a child missing a lesson. 

Meanwhile, others in the group will be moving on. You could 

introduce yesterday’s new book while other children are 

rereading books in the rereading segment of the lesson. 

Often, the child can simply join in with the others. Or, you 

can send the missed book back to the classroom or home 

for the child to read and catch up. If attendance is spotty 

across the group, you can stop and have a “catch up” day 

to read and reread books they have missed and to review 

phonics principles. If a child has an extended absence, 

reassess him and make a decision as to the level he 

should be reading.

Do I have to limit group size to three? 

• We strongly recommend three children for best results. 

Where it is impossible to limit the groups to three, just 

try to keep the groups as small as possible. Occasionally, 

you will find that the children’s levels do not work out. At 

various times, you may find yourself teaching groups of 

2, or even 4 or 5. It is very important for children to be 

working at an appropriate level.

What do you do about children whose reading is at 

one level, but their writing is well below that level? 

• Go with the reading level for instruction in LLI, giving 

emphasis and attention to writing in the even-numbered 

lessons. Use the Classroom Connection option, which 

involves more writing. Work closely with the classroom 

teacher to provide extra classroom writing opportunities.

How much can I vary the lesson (depart from the 

specific instructions)? 

• We encourage you to adjust the lesson in any way 

justified by information from your ongoing assessment 

and observation of learners’ strengths and needs. 

No lesson plan can be written to fit all children. Your 

decision-making across the lesson is critical. It would not 

make sense to consistently eliminate lesson components 

or to drastically slow down instruction, but you will find 

yourself tailoring lessons to meet children’s needs.

How often should I take a reading record?

• If you take a record the next day on the new book that 

was read in the odd-numbered lessons, then you will be 

taking a record every other day. Rotating around a group 

of three children, you will take one record on each every 

six days. Your daily observations and this procedure 

will provide enough specific information to guide your 

teaching.

50

LLI Blue System FAQ

Visit fountasandpinnell.com for answers to more  
Frequently Asked Questions about LLI.

http://fountasandpinnell.com
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LIFT FOR SAMPLE ASSESSMENT BOOKS

FOUNTAS & PINNELL LEVELED LITERACY INTERVENTION BLUE SYSTEM, SECOND EDITION
GRADE 2, LEVELS C–N  • 978-0-325-06080-4    

Components available for individual sale, additional copies, or replacement. Visit www.heinemann.com for current pricing.

To order or for more information
Phone 800.225.5800 • Fax 877.231.6980

Email: custserv@heinemann.com
www.heinemann.com • www.fountasandpinnell.com

 
COMPONENT

QUANTITY WITH  
SYSTEM PURCHASE

QUANTITIES  
FOR REORDER

LLI Blue System Leveled Books (120 titles) 4 copies of each title 4-packs of individual title

Black-and-White Leveled Take-Home Books 6 copies of each title 6-packs of individual title

System Guide 1 copy Single copies available 

Lesson Guides, Volumes 1 & 2 1 copy of each Volume
Individual Volumes, or 
2 Volume set

Prompting Guide, Part 1, for  
Oral Reading and Early Writing, K–8

1 copy Single copies available

Prompting Guide, Part 2, for Comprehension: 
Thinking, Talking, and Writing

1 copy Single copies available

When Reader’s Struggle: Teaching That Works, K–3 1 copy Single copies available

Professional Development Video unlimited access n/a

Tutorial Video unlimited access n/a

F&P Calculator/Stopwatch 1 calculator/stopwatch Single copies available 

My Writing Books 126 writing books 18-packs

Student Take-Home Bags 18 bags 6-packs 

Student Folders One 18-pack 18-packs

Lesson Folders 120 folders and labels 10-packs, folders only 

Online Data Management System 1-year subscription By annual subscription

Online Resources Unlimited access

LLI Blue Ready Resources 1 box Purchase by box

OPTIONAL PURCHASE OUTSIDE SYSTEM

LLI Reading Record App for iPads
Purchase through Apple iTunes Individually,  
or through Heinemann for institutional licensing

LLI Blue Choice Library
150 titles + Guide to Independent Reading, purchase 
through Heinemann

Fountas & Pinnell SELECT Collections
4 Collections, 60 titles each, 
purchase through Heinemann

Ordering Information

02/2017      MK-307

http://www.heinemann.com
http://www.fountasandpinnell.com
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For current pricing and order information: 
Phone 800.225.5800 • Fax 877.231.6980 • fountasandpinnell.com

http://www.heinemann.com
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