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ONE CONTEXT OF A COHESIVE LITERACY SYSTEM
Effective literacy instruction involves a combination of powerful 
instructional settings. This sampler focuses on Writing Minilessons, which 
takes approximately 10 important minutes of a student’s day. Writing 
minilessons foster a classroom community through the development 
of shared language and students’ developing knowledge of writing 
concepts. As students read and write increasingly complex texts, they 
make connections by linking to previous learnings in Fountas & Pinnell 
Classroom™ that reinforce and expand an effective processing system 
for writing.

Instruction in 
Fountas & Pinnell 
Classroom™
Comprehensive resources 
for a systematic approach 
to literacy learning

Your classroom is a place where 
students learn how to read, 
write, and expand all of their 
language skills, but it is much 
more.  It is a place where they 
learn how to be confident, 
self-determined, curious, kind, 
and literate members of a 
community. Fountas & Pinnell 
Classroom™ provides the 
opportunity for students to:  

• see themselves reflected in 
the books they read and write 
about  

• grow as thoughtful users of 
literacy  

• engage in real reading, writing, 
and thinking 

EACH GRADE LEVEL INCLUDES:

• Essential Questions and 
Inquiry-Based Learning 
Opportunities

• Professional Learning Tools

• Writing About Reading

• Interactive Writing

• Shared Writing

• Assessment

• Digital Resources

WRITING MINILESSONS
Writing minilessons are brief, focused, explicit 
lessons that help children understand and apply the 
characteristics of effective writing and nurture their 
ability to write with purpose, imagination, and voice.

• One book of minilessons per grade PreK–6

  

CONTEXT IN FOCUS
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EXPLORE THE OTHER FPC INSTRUCTIONAL CONTEXTS AT FOUNTASANDPINNELL.COM/FPC

W
H

O
LE

 G
R

O
U

P

INTERACTIVE READ-ALOUD
A collection of the very best age-appropriate, grade-
appropriate trade books to promote the joy of reading, 
expand vocabulary, and nurture the ability to think, talk, 
and write about texts that fully engage students’ interest.

• 120 titles, organized into text sets,  
per grade PreK-6

• Lesson folder per title

•  Inquiry Overview Card per text set

SHARED READING
An exquisite collection of original texts (enlarged, 
accompanying small versions, and audiobooks) that 
nurture students’ abilities to construct meaning in a 
supported context so they can enjoy reading and learn 
critical concepts of how texts work. Available in English 
and Spanish.

• Shared Reading Collection: 220 titles with 
lesson folder and audiobook per title spanning 
grades PreK–3

• Colección de Lectura compartida: 190 titles with 
lesson folder and audiobook per title spanning 
grades PreK-2 

• Specific enlarged text opportunities for shared 
and performance reading in IRA, GR, and BC 
lessons per grade 4–6

PHONICS, SPELLING, AND WORD STUDY
Explicit lessons for whole-group instruction and small-group 
application that help students explore, attend to, learn 
about, and efficiently use sounds, letters, and words.

• 100 lessons per grade PreK–3

• 105 lessons per grade 4–6

• Lesson folder per lesson K–6

READING MINILESSONS
The Reading Minilessons Book provides brief, focused and 
practi cal whole-class lessons on the topics of Management, 
Literary Analysis, Strategies and Skills, and Writing About 
Reading.

• One book of minilessons per grade K–6
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GUIDED READING
The most powerful and engaging authentic, original, 
leveled books to build each student’s ability to process 
increasingly challenging texts with fluency and 
comprehension.

• 1,300 titles spanning grades K–6

• Lesson folder per title

BOOK CLUBS/LITERATURE DISCUSSION
An authentic opportunity to bring students together for 
in-depth discussion of a captivating trade book they 
have read in order to extend thinking and learn about 
themselves as readers.

• 32 titles per grade K–3

• 48 titles per grade 4–6

• Discussion Card per title

• Inquiry Overview Card per text set
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T INDEPENDENT READING
A carefully curated collection of authentic children’s 
literature that provides the opportunity for students to 
develop tastes as readers and to read a large number of 
self-selected books independently. With accompanying 
conferring cards, you can make specific teaching points in 
brief conferences that lead the individual reader forward.

• 150 titles per grade K–2

• 200 titles per grade 3–6

• Conferring Card per title
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BENEFITS 
OF WRITING 
MINILESSONS 

1. Focus learning on a 
single idea so children 
can apply the learning 
and build on it daily

2. Foster community 
through the devel-
opment of shared 
language

3. Use an inquiry 
approach to support 
active, constructive 
learning

4. Make connections 
using mentor texts 
from interactive read-
aloud and shared 
reading

Instructional Framework for Writing Minilessons and Interactive Writing Lessons

5. Create relevance by 
linking to previous 
learning experiences

6. Expand students’ 
writing competencies 
and link them to 
reading 

7. Generate anchor charts 
for student reference

8. Nurture student 
independence with 
opportunities to 
extend learning

Grade

Prek Building 
Community

Telling 
Stories

Making 
Books

Drawing
Early Writing 

Concepts
-

Kindergarten Management
Telling 
Stories

Making 
Books

Drawing
Exploring 

Early Writing
-

Grade 1 Management
Telling 
Stories

Making 
Books

Conventions
Exploring 

Early Writing
Writing 
Process

Grade 2* Management Genre Craft Conventions -
Writing 
Process

Grade 3* Management Genre Craft Conventions -
Writing 
Process

Grade 4** Management Genre Craft Conventions -
Writing 
Process

Grade 5** Management Genre Craft Conventions -
Writing 
Process

Grade 6** Management Genre Craft Conventions -
Writing 
Process

Umbrella Types

* Available Summer 2022 | ** Available Summer 2023

Foster joyful writing with minilessons that 
spark creativity, imagination, and learning   
Writing minilessons are brief, focused, explicit lessons that help children understand 
and apply the characteristics of effective writing and nurture their ability to write 
with purpose, imagination, and voice. Each minilesson engages children in inquiry 
that leads to the discovery of a general principle from The Literacy Continuum. 

n  Whole-group instruction

n  During writing minilessons, support children in 
discovering the fun and joy of expressing their thinking 

through talking, drawing, and writing

n  Interactive Read-Aloud and Shared Reading 
books, plus interactive writing in grades PreK-1, 
serve as mentor texts

n  Generative lessons can be used over and over to 
teach ideas that are alike.

Writing Minilessons At A Glance

YOUR CLASSROOM. THEIR LITERATE LIFE.

Writing Minilessons provide children with rich opportunities to learn about and engage in 
the writing process. To help children connect ideas and develop deep knowledge and broad 
application of principles, related minilessons are grouped under “umbrella” concepts or types. 

WRITING MINILESSONS
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Grade PreK K 1 2 3 4 5 6

Writing Minilessons 100 125 150 200 200 225 225 230

Interactive Writing Lessons 25 25 25 – – – – –

Total Lessons 125 150 175 200 200 225 225 230

Writing Minilessons in Action
In a literacy-rich classroom, children need to be immersed in a variety of literacy experiences throughout 
the day so they can make important connections between reading, writing, and word study. Writing 
also plays an important role in all other content areas such as science, social studies and math. Put The 
Writing Minilessons Books into action in your classroom today.

While the content of each writing and interactive writing experience will vary, the structure of each lesson is the same.

A Closer Look at Writing Minilessons & Interactive Writing Lessons

Structure of a Writing Minilesson

Minilesson
• Show examples/provide demonstration.

• Invite children to talk.

• Make an anchor chart.

Have a Try • Have children try doing what they are learning.

Summarize 
and Apply

• Summarize the learning.

• Invite children to apply the learning during 
independent writing time.

• Write the minilesson principle on the chart.

Confer • Move around the room to confer briefly with children.

Share • Gather children together and invite them to talk 
about their writing.

Structure of  an Interactive Writing Lesson

Establish 
Purpose

• Talk together with the children to decide what to 
write.

Talk About 
What to Write

• Talk together about what to say and how to say it.

Write  
Together

• Invite several children to help you do the writing by 
contributing a letter, a word, or a part of a word.

Read and 
Revisit

• Invite children to notice details, like specific letters 
spaces between words, or words that begin with the 
same letter.

Summarize 
and Invite/

Extend

• Review the lesson and offer a way to extend the 
learning.

ACTIVATE INDEPENDENCE
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Continuum Connection
The Literacy Continuum is the foundation for all the interactive writing lessons 
and writing minilessons. The goals for each lesson are drawn from The 
Continuum sections on Writing; Writing About Reading; Phonics, Spelling, 
and Word Study; and Oral and Visual Communication. Taken together, 
the goals provide a comprehensive vision of what children need 
to understand and apply to their own writing. Each lesson lists 
Continuum Connections.

It is important to carve out a dedicated time for writing as well 
as embed writing opportunities into a variety of daily classroom 
activities.

A writers’ workshop structure allows for whole-class learning, individual 
and small-group guidance from the teacher, independent writing, and 
whole-class sharing.

Look for the “Continuum Connection” link to the goals from 
The Literacy Continuum throughout the writing minilessons.

Continuum  
Connection

15Chapter 1: The Role of Writing in Early Literacy Learning

writing and writing minilessons. Consider setting aside the following times 

in your day for writing, and think about how you might build writing across 

content areas and into other established routines (e.g., independent work 

time) in your classroom. 

Shared/Interactive Writing Time During interactive writing, children 

have the chance to collaborate on a piece of writing as a whole class. You 

can read in depth about interactive writing lessons in chapter 3. 

Independent Writing Time During Writers’ Workshop Independent 

writing time is typically bookended by a writing minilesson and a chance for 

children to share their writing (Figure 1-6). Children learn about an aspect 

of writing during a writing minilesson and then have a chance to apply what 

they learned in that lesson as they write independently on their own pieces 

for a short period of time. The teacher has the opportunity to confer with 

individual writers or to work with small groups in guided writing (see page 

31 for information about guided writing). Children engage in a variety of 

writing, especially in making books, which is described in more detail on 

pages 22–24. The writers’ workshop ends with a whole-group meeting in 

which children share their writing and, if applicable, the ways they used 

their new learning from the writing minilesson. Chapter 4 describes how the 

writing minilessons in this book follow and support this structure. Using the 

Management minilessons will help you establish a productive and engaging 

independent writing time with your fi rst graders. 

Independent Work Time After engaging in an inquiry-based reading 

minilesson, children participate in a variety of independent literacy activities. 

They listen to books in the listening center, act out stories with puppets in 

the drama area, independently read from book boxes, play phonics and 

word games in the word study center, and/or write in the writing center. 

During this time, teachers often confer with individual readers as they apply 

what they learned from the reading minilesson to their independent reading, 

or work with small groups in a guided reading lesson. As children engage in 

these literacy activities, they have many opportunities to write. They write 

about their reading in the listening center, respond to poems in the poetry 

Structure of Writers’ Workshop 

Whole Class Writing Minilesson 5–10 Minutes

Individuals and 
Small Groups

Independent Writing 
Individual Conferences
Guided Writing Groups

15–30 minutes (The time will expand 
as children build stamina across 
the year.)

Whole Class Group Share 5–10 Minutes

Figure 1-6: A writers’ workshop 

structure allows for whole-

class learning, individual and 

small-group guidance from the 

teacher, independent writing, 

and whole-class sharing.
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The Writing Minilessons Book
  Your Every Day Guide for Literacy Teaching, Grade One

Now with The Writing Minilessons Book at your fingertips:

   Share the pen to scaffold emergent writing

   Focus learning on a single idea so children can apply the learning and build on it daily

   Foster community through the development of shared language

   Use an inquiry approach to support active, constructive learning

   Make connections using mentor texts from interactive read-aloud and shared reading

   Create relevance by linking to previous learning experiences

   Expand students’ writing competencies and link them to reading 

   Generate anchor charts for student reference

   Nurture student independence with opportunities to extend learning

780325 1188029

90000 >
ISBN  978-0-325-11880-2

A must-have resource for today’s classrooms

Increase the impact of your literacy instruction by implementing all of the 
Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™ instructional contexts to create a complete, 

comprehensive, and coherent system of literacy education. 

fountasandpinnel l .com
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The W
riting M
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ook

Your Every Day Guide for 
Literacy Teaching

Develop children’s deep knowledge of literacy concepts with these must-
have interactive writing lessons and writing minilessons—150 concise, 
explicit, whole-group lessons with a purposeful application in building 
children’s literacy power. With The Writing Minilessons Book, engage 
students in inquiry that leads to the discovery and understanding of a 
general principle they can apply to their learning. Principles are based on 
the behaviors and understandings in the one-of-a-kind, market-leading 
Fountas & Pinnell Literacy Continuum. 

The interactive writing lessons and writing minilessons in this book serve 
as a guide to a meaningful, systematic approach to literacy learning. When 
you surround children with literacy activities and print, provide them with 
time to write, encourage their efforts with enthusiasm, and gently guide 
them, you create the right conditions for children to grow into confident, 
engaged writers. Put interactive writing lessons and writing minilessons 
into action and make learning visible for every child, every day.

MANAGEMENT

TELLING STORIES

MAKING BOOKS

DRAWING

CRAFT

CONVENTIONS

WRITING PROCESS

150 LESSONS
Organized into these sections:

“As children learn 
to live like writers, 
they notice the 
world around 
them and see 
stories in their 
every day lives.”

INCLUDING 25 INTERACTIVE 
WRITING LESSONS 

MANAGEMENT

TELLING STORIES

MAKING BOOKS

DRAWING

CRAFT

CONVENTIONS

WRITING PROCESS

INCLUDING 25 INTERACTIVE 
WRITING LESSONS 

Teaching is grounded in support of each student’s 
development of a processing system for writing.
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The minilessons can be used in the recommended order, or may be selected as a specific need is observed within the 
classroom. Select minilessons based on what you notice most of your class needs to learn to develop writing behaviors.

The suggested sequence weaves in lessons from the different sections across The Writing Minilessons Book so 
that children receive instruction in all aspects of writing throughout the school year. Lessons are sequenced, with 
corresponding “Teaching Notes”, in a way that builds on the sequence of mentor texts for users of the Fountas & Pinnell 
Classroom™ Interactive Read-Aloud Collections and Shared Reading Collections as well as The Reading Minilessons 
Umbrellas.

The Role of Writing Minilessons in Literacy Learning

5Introduction: Welcome to The Writing Minilessons Book, Grade 1

Suggested Sequence of Lessons

Months Texts from 
Fountas 
& Pinnell 
Classroom™ 
Shared 
Reading 
Collection

Text Sets 
from Fountas 
& Pinnell 
Classroom™ 
Interactive 
Read-Aloud 
Collection

Reading 
Minilessons 
(RML) Umbrellas

Interactive 
Writing (IW) 
Lessons* 

Writing 
Minilessons 
(WML) 
Umbrellas

Teaching Notes

Months 
1 & 2

Monster ABCs

The Elephant

The Hippo

The Giraffe

The Flamingo

In My Bag 

Silly and 
Fun: Poems 
to Make You 
Smile

Learning 
and Working 
Together: 
School

MGT.U1: Working 
Together in the 
Classroom

MGT.U2: Using 
the Classroom 
Library for 
Independent 
Reading

IW.1: Making 
a Name Chart 
(1 day)

IW.2: Writing 
About Our 
Classroom 
(1 day)

IW.3: 
Labeling the 
Classroom 
(1–3 days)

IW.4: Writing 
from a 
Picture 
(1 day)

MGT.U1: 
Working 
Together 
in the 
Classroom, 
WML1–WML5 
(5 days)

If you are using The Reading 
Minilessons Book, Grade 1, you do not 
need to teach MGT.U1. Both RML and 
WML establish the same routines. 
However, be sure to take time to 
build community in your classroom 
by asking children to draw and write 
about themselves as they practice 
these new routines. The opening page 
of the writing minilessons umbrella 
MGT.U1 provides specific suggestions. 
IW.2 can be taught as a culminating 
activity. Teach IW.3 in conjunction 
with RML.MGT.U2.

Rain, Sun, 
Wind, Snow: 
Poems About 
the Seasons 

Creep, Crawl, 
Fly: Poems 
About Bugs

The Big Mix-
Up

Having 
Fun with 
Language: 
Rhyming Texts

The 
Importance of 
Friendship

MGT.U3: 
Engaging in 
Classroom 
Literacy Work, 
RML1–RML4, 
RML10 IW.5: 

Innovating 
on a Rhyming 
Text (1 day)

STR.U1: 
Learning 
About Self 
and Others 
Through 
Storytelling, 
WML1–WML2 
(2 days)

STR.U1 helps children get to know 
one another and build classroom 
community while allowing them to 
orally rehearse their stories before 
writing. Teach the minilessons in  
STR.U1 over time so that children 
have more time to tell stories. Provide 
time each day for children to tell 
stories while you teach the next few 
writing umbrellas.

The Suggested Sequence of Lessons helps to connect all the pieces of your Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™ instruction. 

The complete suggested 
sequence appears both in the 
book and in the Online Resources.



Joyful Writing in Prekindergarten

IW.3IW.3 Making a Book About Our Class

You Will Need

 w three pieces of chart paper 
prepared with a recognizable 
child’s self-portrait and three 
blank sentence strips in a row

 w marker

 w ABC chart

 w long, thin pointer

 w white correction tape

 w To download the following 
online resources, visit 
resources.fountasandpinnell.com

 n ABC Chart

 n Verbal Path for Letter 
Formation

Important Vocabulary

 w word

 w letter

 w space

Continuum  
Connection

 w Show awareness of left-to-
right directionality during 
shared reading and shared or 
interactive writing (p. 241)

 w Say a word slowly to hear any 
sound (p. 364)

ACTIVE LEARNING EXPERIENCE

 w Prior to the lesson, help children learn how to draw self-portraits to make a class book 
called Look at Our Class. (See Umbrella 1: Making a Self-Portrait in the Drawing section.)

GOALS

 w Learn that print is written from left to right and with space between each word.

 w Say words slowly to hear the first sound. 

WHY IT’S IMPORTANT

 w When you share the pen with children, you show them how to put writing on the page—
starting on the left, moving to the right, and leaving a space between each word. Having 
children say their name, listen for the first sound, and identify the letter reinforces the 
relationship between the sounds of language and the letters that represent them.

ASSESS LEARNING

 w Notice whether children can repeat the language pattern of the text. 

 w Notice whether children are aware that print is written from left to right and there is space 
between each word.

 w Observe whether children can say their names slowly and identify the first sound and letter. 

INTERACTIVE WRITING LESSON

This lesson is designed as an interactive writing lesson, in which you and the 
children will compose the text together and share the pen. However, you might 
choose to do all the writing yourself (shared writing).

Establish Purpose

Use the children’s self-portraits to create the pages of a class book. 

 w Show three drawings. 

Let’s put your self-portraits together to make a book so people can get to 
know all the boys and girls in our class. We can make the name of the book 
Look at Our Class. 

 Talk About What to Write 

Talk about a simple sentence pattern with the children, such as Look at         .

 w Display the first page of the prepared chart paper.

Alison drew this picture. We can write the words on this page to tell people 
to look at Alison. What do you think we should say? 

 w Talk with children about what the simple sentence will be. 

8

GRADES  

PreK–8
GRADES  

The Fountas&Pinnell

A Tool for Assessment, Planning, and Teaching

Continuum
Literacy

Expanded E D I T I O N

8

Build Literacy Power
Develop students’ deep knowledge of literacy concepts with these must-have 
writing minilessons—concise, explicit, whole-group lessons with a purposeful 
application in building students’ literacy power.

This two-for-one resource provides:

the PRACTICAL (a how-to handbook on writing)

the TACTICAL (minilessons for today’s classrooms)

The Writing Minilessons Books include lessons and minilessons organized into 
various umbrella types:

1

2
As children take on 
literacy in a joyful 
way, they grow in oral 
language, reading, 
and writing. As they 
write, they:

 y Move from 
thoughts to ideas to 
language to written 
representation in 
images or words

 y Link spoken 
language to written 
language

 y Work on 
communicating 
meaningful 
messages

 y Say words slowly to 
hear the individual 
sounds in words

 y Connect sounds 
with letters

 y Learn how print 
and the structure of 
written language 
works

THE CONTRIBUTIONS 
OF WRITING TO 
LANGUAGE,  
LITERACY, AND 
LEARNING

YOUR CLASSROOM. THEIR LITERATE LIFE.

RESOURCES

uINTERACTIVE WRITING  
LESSONS (PreK–1)

Reinforce the relationship 
between letters and sounds 
and how print works. Interactive 
writing lessons allow children 
to participate in the writing 
process with a high level of 
support. Children learn to see 
themselves as writers because 
they collaborate with their peers 
and teacher to craft meaningful 
writing. 



Joyful Writing in Prekindergarten

WML 2
BCY.U3.WML2

WML 2
BCY.U3.WML2

Important Understanding 

Write and draw in the writing center.

Learning About Choice 
Time

You Will Need

 w a designated writing space

 w different sizes and shapes 
of paper (e.g., construction 
paper, cardstock)

 w blank stapled books

 w markers, crayons, pens, and 
pencils

 w scissors

 w glue

Important Vocabulary

 w supplies

MINILESSON

Before teaching this lesson, make sure you have taught children how to properly 
use writing and drawing tools. (See Umbrella 2: Using Writing and Drawing Tools.) 
You may want to prepare one child ahead of time to model how to get supplies and 
put them back. Engage children in a short demonstration of how to use the writing 
center. Here is an example. 

 w Show the writing center icon.  

This picture is for the writing center. When you put your name beside this 
picture, it means you will draw and write in the writing center. You can 
make books, write letters, and draw pictures in the writing center. 

 w Hold up some of the materials (for example, pencils, crayons, blank books). 

What do you notice about where the writing center materials are kept?

Everything belongs in its own place. Be sure to put things back where they 
belong. 

 w Have a child model how to get the materials, draw on a piece of paper, and put 
the materials back. Prepare the child beforehand to take one marker at a time. 

What did you notice about how ______ got his materials? He took one 
marker at a time and then put it back when he was finished. 

 w Invite another child to model how to take the cap off a marker and put it back on. 

What did you notice about how ______ took good care of the marker?

Listen for the clicking sound when you put the cap on markers and glue 
sticks so they don’t dry up.  

 w Show children where to put their finished work in the basket.  

16

GOAL

Learn how to follow routines in the writing center. 

WHY IT’S IMPORTANT

The writing center provides an opportunity for children to play at writing and begin to see 
themselves as authors. An organized writing center allows children to explore and create. In this 
center, they need to be taught explicitly how to retrieve materials, draw and write, put materials 
away, and place their finished work where it belongs.   

ASSESS LEARNING

 w Observe whether children choose the writing center as one of their choice activities. 

 w Observe how children take care of materials, such as markers and glue.

 w Notice if children place their finished work in a basket.  

168 The Writing Minilessons Book, Kindergarten

WML 4
MGT.U1.WML4

Writing Minilesson Principle

Turn and talk to share your thinking with others.

Working Together in the 
Classroom

You Will Need

w one or two familiar texts that 
children enjoy, such as I’m a Little 
Teapot and Baa Baa Black Sheep
as told by Iza Trapani, from Text 
Set: Sharing Stories and Songs: 
Nursery Rhymes

w chart paper and markers

w To download the following online 
resource for this lesson, visit 
resources.fountasandpinnell.com:

 chart art (optional)

Academic Language / 
Important Vocabulary

w turn and talk

 Continuum 
Connection

w Engage actively in conversational 
routines: e.g., turn and talk in 
pairs, triads (p. 331)

 Continuum 
Connection

Engage actively in conversational 

 Continuum 
Connection

GRADES 

PreK–8
GRADES 

The Fountas&Pinnell

A Tool for Assessment, Planning, and Teaching

Continuum
Literacy

Expanded E D I T I O N

ContinuumContinuum

GOAL

Develop guidelines for the routine of turn and talk.

RATIONALE

Turn and talk is a technique that provides all children an opportunity to articulate their thinking 
and engage in conversation with others. When you establish clear guidelines for the procedure, 
you allow every child the opportunity to practice thinking and speaking in a comfortable 
situation. 

ASSESS LEARNING

w Observe whether children actively listen to one another when they turn and talk.

w Notice whether children take turns, make eye contact, and use body language to show 
they are listening.

w Observe for evidence that children can use vocabulary such as turn and talk.

MINILESSON

To help children think about the minilesson principle, choose familiar texts to use 
in a demonstration and discussion of turning and talking. As an alternative, you 
could use child-made drawings or writing samples to practice the turn and talk 
procedures. Here is an example.

w Show the front cover of I’m a Little Teapot or a child’s drawing or 
writing sample.

Sometimes when you read a book or draw or write something, you turn and 
talk to a partner about your thinking. When you share your thinking with a 
partner, everyone gets to talk.

w Ask for a volunteer to talk to you about something interesting about the book 
or writing sample.

While we turn and talk, notice what we are doing with our bodies 
and voices.

w Briefl y model the turn and talk procedure, making sure to face your partner, 
look at your partner, listen to your partner, wait for your partner to fi nish 
speaking before you speak, and so forth. However, take into consideration that 
some children may not be comfortable with establishing or able to establish 
eye contact because of cultural conventions or for other reasons,

What did you notice about the way we turned and talked to each other?

w List children’s responses on chart paper to create guidelines for turn and talk.

168
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Important Understanding 

Tell stories about things you have done.

Storytelling

You Will Need

 w books about familiar 
experiences, such as these 
from Text Set: Family:

 n Grandfather and I by Helen 
E. Buckley

 n We Have a Baby by Cathryn 
Falwell

 w an idea for a story, from your 
own experience or a shared 
experience with the class

 w chart paper and markers

Important Vocabulary

 w stories

Continuum  
Connection

 w Understand that you can talk, 
draw, and write about things 
that have happened to you 
(p. 239)

 w Tell stories from personal 
experience (p. 330)

Joyful Writing in Prekindergarten22

MINILESSON

Use familiar texts plus your own oral story as mentor texts to illustrate that people 
tell stories about things they have done. Here is an example.

 w Hold up Grandfather and I.

This is the book Grandfather and I. What did the girl tell a story about?

 w Hold up We Have a Baby.

This is the book We Have a Baby. What did the writer tell a story about?

These books make me think of things I have done that I can tell a story 
about.   

 w Tell a story about something you have done (e.g., grocery shopping) or 
something the class has done together (e.g., a neighborhood walk). Be 
animated as you tell the story so that children are engaged and listen intently.

You can tell stories about things you have done, too.  

GOAL

Understand that you can tell stories about things you have done. 

WHY IT’S IMPORTANT

When children listen to stories, they learn how to use language. When they tell their own stories, 
they practice expressing thoughts and ideas. Telling stories, and then drawing and writing about 
them, supports children’s ability to move from their ideas to language.

ASSESS LEARNING

 w Observe children as they tell stories about their own experiences.

 w Notice if children describe people and places as part of their stories. 

GRADES  

PreK–8
GRADES  

The Fountas&Pinnell
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Continuum
Literacy

Expanded E D I T I O N

Getting Started with 
Making Books

You Will Need

 w a variety of books that children 
have heard (fiction, nonfiction, 
wordless)

 w a prepared book of your own 

 w stapled blank books (about 4 
pages) with covers of different 
colors

 w crayons and washable markers

 w chart paper and markers

Important Vocabulary

 w author

 w page

 w front cover

Continuum 
Connection

 w Demonstrate confidence in 
attempts at drawing and 
writing (p. 243) 

 w Have ideas to tell, write, draw 
about (p. 243) 
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Important Understanding 

Make a book.

GOAL

Make books using drawing and some approximated writing.

WHY IT’S IMPORTANT

When you introduce children to making books, you help them imagine themselves as illustrators 
and writers. As they “play” at making their own books, they learn the power of their own ideas 
and learn that their drawing and writing can communicate ideas to others.

ASSESS LEARNING

 w Observe children’s understanding of how to make books about things they know. 

 w Notice children’s use of representational drawings or scribbles in their books. 

 w Notice children’s use of vocabulary related to bookmaking (e.g., author, page, front cover).  

MINILESSON

To help children explore bookmaking, use a few picture books (including enlarged 
books) that are examples of the different ways authors/illustrators put pictures 
and words on paper to tell their stories or give information. Bring an example of 
a picture book you have made yourself (e.g., Dinner with My Family). Here is an 
example.

 w Display G Is for Goat, Grandfather and I, Fun with Socks, The Little Cub, and 
Pancakes for Breakfast.  

Who made these books?

A person who makes books is called an author. What are these books 
about?

Books can be about all different things. Some are stories, some tell 
information, some are about the alphabet.

 w Read each page of the book that you made and show the pictures. 

My book has a front cover, and there are words and pictures on the pages 
that tell about my dog, Lucy. 

 w Show a blank book. Then show children where the blank books are kept. 

You can make a book like I made and like the authors made. 

When you are ready to write your own book, you can get one from here.

WML 1
MBK.U1.WML1

GRADES  

PreK–8
GRADES  

The Fountas&Pinnell

A Tool for Assessment, Planning, and Teaching

Continuum
Literacy

Expanded E D I T I O N

Joyful Writing in Prekindergarten

WML 1
DRW.U1.WML1

WML 1
DRW.U1.WML1

Important Understanding 

Draw your face.

Making a Self-Portrait

You Will Need

 w mirror

 w white chart paper and black 
marker

 w crayons

 w drawing paper

Important Vocabulary

 w draw

 w shape

 w self-portrait

 w parts of face (nose, eyes, 
mouth, etc.)

Continuum  
Connection

 w Add details to a drawing to 
show the full meaning (p. 242)

34

MINILESSON

To help children learn to draw a self-portrait, have them study the shapes in their 
faces by looking in a mirror.

We are going to draw our faces for a book we are going to make called Look 
at Our Class. When you draw your face, you make a self-portrait. Say that 
with me: self-portrait.

I’m going to look carefully at my face in this mirror and think about what 
shape it is. 

 w As you look at your face in the mirror, use your finger to outline the outside of 
your face. 

What shape is my face? 

My face is round. I am only drawing my face, so I can make it big. 

 w Draw a face that takes up most of the page. 

Now look at my eyes. How do my eyes look?  

They are round, too, but look at their size. Should they be big like my face?  

Where should I put them? 

 w Have a child come up and point to where to draw the eyes. Then draw two eyes.

Is there anything else you notice about my eyes? Yes, there is a dot inside 
my eyes. 

 w Draw the dot. 

 w Repeat the process for the nose (circle or oval) and mouth (line or circle). You 
may also want to draw hair and ears (half-circles), or wait until the next day 
depending on the children’s engagement. 

GOAL

Draw a self-portrait with details (e.g., eyes, nose, mouth, ears, hair).

WHY IT’S IMPORTANT

When you teach children to draw their self-portraits, they learn to observe details and identify 
shapes to make their drawings more representational. (See IW.3: Making a Book About Our 
Class in the Interactive Writing section.)

ASSESS LEARNING

 w Notice whether children draw the main parts of a face (e.g., eyes, nose, mouth, ears, hair).

 w Observe how students fill the page in terms of placement.

 w Notice children’s ability to identify and name shapes and parts of the face.

GRADES  

PreK–8
GRADES  
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Important Understanding 

Your name is a word.

Learning Early Concepts 
of Print

You Will Need

 w magnetic letters

 w chart paper

 w markers

 w name chart (see p. 52)

 w each child’s name written on 
an index card

Important Vocabulary

 w word

 w letter 

 w name

Continuum  
Connection

 w Begin to understand the 
concept of a word (p. 364)

 w Understand the concept of a 
letter (p. 364)

 w Use one’s name to learn 
about words and to make 
connections to words (p. 364) 

MINILESSON

Engage children in a lesson that helps them understand that their names are words 
made up of letters. Have a name chart posted near your meeting space. If you have 
not created a name chart, teach the interactive writing lesson Making a Name Chart 
(IW.1) before teaching this lesson. 

 w Choose the first name on your alphabetical name chart to build with magnetic 
letters. Place the letters you will need in a row at the top of the easel. Letters 
should be mixed up with spaces in between them. Make sure the whole class 
can see the letters. If you do not have a magnetic easel, use a metal cookie tray 
and hold it upright.  

I have some letters. I am going to use these letters to make a word. 

 w Pull the magnetic letters down one at a time, building the name left to right. 
Name each letter as you pull it down. 

I took the letters and made the word Alison. A name is a word. Did you 
notice how I put the letters close to each other to make a word? 

How many letters are in Alison’s name?  

There are six letters in Alison’s name. Look what happens when I move 
these letters far apart. 

 w Make large spaces between all of the letters.

This is not Alison’s name anymore because the letters are not together. The 
letters need to be together to make a word. 

40

GOAL

 w Understand that a name is a word.

WHY IT’S IMPORTANT

By working with their own names, children come to understand that a word is made up of 
distinct letters. They learn to notice some visual features of letters and begin to connect 
visual features of letters to the phonemes, or sounds in words. They begin to develop an 
understanding of the concept of a letter and a word. 

ASSESS LEARNING

 w Notice how many sounds children can hear and letters they can produce when they write 
their names. 

 w Observe whether children begin to use their names as a resource for sounds and letters 
when they write. 

 w Observe whether children understand the difference between a letter and a word. 

GRADES  

PreK–8
GRADES  
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A Tool for Assessment, Planning, and Teaching

Continuum
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Note: Additional umbrella types will be included in the grades 1 through 6 Writing Minilesson Books: Genre, Craft, Conventions, and Writing Process.

v  BUILDING  
COMMUNITY (PreK)

Build a strong community of learners 
who play and learn together respectfully 
and responsibly with lessons that focus 
on routines for children to think, talk, 
play, draw, read, and write together.

wMANAGEMENT  
(K–6)

Help children become a strong community 
of diverse learners who play and learn 
together respectfully. Most minilessons at 
the beginning of the school year will focus 
on organizing the classroom and building 
a classroom community.

x  TELLING  
STORIES (PreK–1)

Support the oral language component of 
writing that is fundamental for children 
as they learn to draw and write their 
ideas on paper with lessons that focus on 
teaching children how to tell stories.

y MAKING  
BOOKS (PreK–1)

Support children by helping them to see 
that they can make books just like the 
authors of the books that they read.

z DRAWING  
(PreK–K)

Teach children to make representational 
drawings and to consider how to use 
color that resembles real life.

 EXPLORING  
EARLY WRITING (PreK–1)

Help children develop early concepts of 
print and explore the writing process. 
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Anchor charts are an essential part of each writing minilesson. 
They capture children’s thinking during the lesson and hold 
it for reflection and reference as children apply the principle 
in their own writing. Provide verbal and visual support for all 
learners with anchor charts that are:

•  Simple, clear, and organized

•  Visually appealing and useful

•  Accessible and colorful. 

Using Writing Minilessons
Writing minilessons are grouped 
into umbrella concepts and build 
on each other over time. An 
umbrella is a group of lessons, all 
of which are directed at different 
aspects of the same big idea. 
You can work with one umbrella 
across several days.

© 2021 by Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell. The Writing Minilessons Book: Your Every Day Guide for Literacy Teaching: Portsmouth, 
NH: Heinemann.

  Anchor Charts Support Writing Minilessons

Access to Fountas & Pinnell Online Resources

An example chart is 

shown with each 

lesson for you to use 

as a model, or vary 

as you see fit.

S
ection 4

: M
aking B

ooks

267Umbrella 2: Expanding Bookmaking

Write an author page.

• Other books the author has
 written

• Awards

• Where the author lives

• Family

• Website

• Why the author wrote the book

• Other job

About the Au
thor

WML 2
MBK.U2.WML2

Have a Try

Invite children to talk with a partner about what they 
would write on their own author page.

When you write your own books, you can 
write an author page to tell readers all about 
yourself! Turn and talk to your partner about 
what you might write about yourself on an 
author page.

w After children turn and talk, invite several children 
to share their responses.

Summarize and Apply

Help children summarize the learning. Remind them 
that they can write an author page in their books.

What did you learn today about the 
author pages?

w Write the principle at the top of the chart. Read 
it aloud.

Today during writing time, think about what 
you’d like your readers to know about you. Write that on an author page. Bring 
your book to share when we meet later.

Confer

w During independent writing, move around the room to confer briefly with as many individual 
children as time allows. Sit side by side with them and invite them to talk about writing an 
author page. Use prompts such as the following as needed.

• What would you like your readers to know about you?

• You could write about why you wrote this book.

• You could draw a picture of yourself on your author page.

Share

Following independent writing, gather children in the meeting area. Invite several children 
to read aloud their author pages.

Who would like to read your author page?

What did you learn about ______ from his author page?
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305Umbrella 6:  Making Question-and-Answer Books

Notice the kinds of questions
in question-and-answer books.

Repeating Question— the same question
       every time

  What am I?

Different Questions — a different question
      every time

What do you do with a
tail like this?

What do you do with
ears like this?

WML 1
MBK.U6.WML1

Have a Try

Invite children to talk to a partner about question-and-
answer books.

What topic do you think you might like to write 

about? Turn and talk about that.

w  Ask a few children to share ideas. Use one child’s 
topic to get children thinking about types of 
questions. For example:

Hannah, if you are going to make a question-

and-answer book about dogs, you could have 

a repeating question, like What dog is this? Or, 

you could have diff erent questions like What do 

dogs eat? How many walks do dogs need?

Summarize and Apply

Summarize the learning. Then have children experiment 
with ideas.

w Write the principle at the top of the chart. Help 
children understand that the question-and-answer 
format makes it interesting for the reader.

During writing time, make a list of topics you could make a question-and-answer 

book about and write some questions you could ask in your book.

Confer

w During independent writing, move around the room to confer briefly with as many individual 

children as time allows. Sit side by side with them and invite them to talk about their plans 

for making their question-and-answer books. Use the following prompts as needed.

• What topic are you interested in writing about?

• What are some questions you might ask?

• Will you ask a repeating question or di� erent questions? Why?

Share

Following independent writing, gather children in the meeting area and ask several 

volunteers to share the topic they might write about and a few questions they might ask. 

What will you write about in your question-and-answer book?

What is one question you might write in your book?
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Umbrella 3: Reading Like a Writer

WML 1
CFT.U3.WML1

Have a Try

Invite children to talk to a partner about techniques 
they would like to try in their own writing.

Look at the chart. Which of these things would 
you like to try in your writing? Turn and talk to 
your partner about this.

w After children turn and talk, invite a few children 
to share their responses.

Summarize and Apply

Help children summarize the learning. Remind 
them to try some of the authors’ techniques in their 
own writing.

w Write Read Like a Writer at the top of the chart. 
Read it aloud. 

What does it mean to read like a writer?
Today during writing time, you can start a new 
book or continue working on one you’ve already 
started. As you write, think about the things 
you’ve noticed other writers doing and try one of these things in your own writing. You can look at the chart to get ideas.

Confer

w During independent writing, move around the room to confer briefly with as many individual children as time allows. Sit side by side with them and invite them to talk about trying an author’s technique in their own writing. Use prompts such as the following if needed.
• What are you writing about today?
• Would you like to try something new today in your writing?
• Look at the chart. Which of these things would you like to try?
• Is there a place in your story where you could add a speech bubble?
• What new thing did you try today? Why did you try that?

Share

Following independent writing, gather children in the meeting area to share their writing.
Who tried something new today in your writing?
What did you try?

Read Like a Writer

Writes facts in a
smaller size

Describes things 
with interesting 
words
Uses speech 
bubbles

Uses       and 
CAPITAL LETTERS

Repeats words 
and sentences

Nicola 
Davies

Mo 
Willems

Kevin 
Henkes

So you can tell 
them apart from 
the story
So you can make 
a picture in your 
mind
To show what the 
characters are 
saying in a fun 
way

To show what the 
characters sound 
like when they 
are speaking

To show that an 
idea is important

Author What does the
author do? Why?
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Available through Fountas & Pinnell Online Resources 
(with the purchase of The Writing Minilessons Book): 
Downloadable forms, writing templates, book-making 
templates, anchor chart art and other resources for 
planning, teaching, record-keeping and assessing 
writing minilessons.
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Interactive 
Writing Lesson  

Number
Lesson Title Notes √ or 

Date

SECTION 1: INTERACTIVE WRITING

IW.1 Making a Name Chart

IW.2 Writing About Our Classroom

IW.3 Innovating on a Nursery Rhyme 

IW.4 Making a Book About Our Class

IW.5 Making an ABC Book

IW.6 Making a Book About Our Families

IW.7 Making a Color Chart.

IW.8 Writing About Puppets

IW.9 Writing from a Picture

IW.10 Writing About a Class Memory

IW.11 Making a Counting Book

IW.12 Writing a Question-and-Answer Book

IW.13 Writing a How-to Book

IW.14 Writing Our Own Story Ending

IW.15 Labeling an Animal Habitat Mural

IW.16 Making Signs 

Teacher Year

Interactive Writing and Writing Minilessons Record for PreK

Month Interactive Writing/Writing Minilessons Comments/Observations √ or 
Date

Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4

Curriculum Plan: Interactive Writing/Writing Minilessons

© 2021 by Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann. All rights reserved.

Teacher Grade Year

MINILESSONS IN ACTION

YOUR CLASSROOM. THEIR LITERATE LIFE.

UMBRELLA

Writing  
Minilesson

Writing  
Minilesson

Writing  
Minilesson

Writing  
Minilesson



11

THE READING MINILESSONS eBOOKS
THE WRITING MINILESSONS eBOOKS
Available in both print and eBook format! 
With page-by-page navigation features, 
this digital edition is designed to duplicate 
the layout and pagination of the print 
edition, allowing you to easily switch back 
and forth between the print and digital 
versions using the same page references.

Nurture a Community of Literacy Learners

INTERACTIVE READ-ALOUD 
Support children in making connections across 
a related group of texts and in engaging them 

in deeper thinking about texts with the Fountas & Pinnell 
Classroom™ Interactive Read-Aloud Collection. This shared 
collection of familiar texts and the shared vocabulary 
developed through talk provides essential background 
knowledge that all students will be able to apply during 
reading minilessons.

READING MINILESSONS
Expand literacy learning with Reading 
Minilessons—brief, focused, explicit lessons that 

engage children in inquiry that leads to the discovery of a 
general principle from The Literacy Continuum.

READER’S NOTEBOOKS  
A reader’s notebook is an important tool 
to support student independence and 
response to books. It becomes a rich 
collection of thinking across the years. 
Reading minilessons help children use the 
Reader’s Notebook as a vessel for their 
thinking in independent literacy learning.

SHARED READING 
Like the texts in interactive 
read-aloud, the enlarged 

texts in the Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™ 
Shared Reading Collection and the Words 
That Sing Poetry Charts for Shared 
Reading offer students the opportunity 
to understand and discuss characters, 
events, concepts, and ideas. Many of the 
lessons in The Reading Minilessons Books 
refer to the shared reading books and 
poetry charts as mentor texts.

Versions for grades K–2, 2–4, and 4–8
Also available in Spanish

Words That Sing Poetry Charts

Engaging trade books
 

1 big book and 6 small  
books of each title. 

 Also available in Spanish PreK–2.

COMPANION RESOURCES

The Littlest Worm

The littlest worm (The littlest worm)

You ever saw (You ever saw)

Got stuck inside (Got stuck inside)

My soda straw. (My soda straw.)

The littlest worm you ever saw got stuck inside my soda straw. 

He said to me, (He said to me,)

“Don’t take a sip. (“Don’t take a sip.)

Cause if you do, (Cause if you do,)

You’ll get real sick.” (You’ll get real sick.”)

He said to me, “Don’t take a sip. Cause if you do, you’ll get real sick.”

© 2019 by Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.

Illustration by George Doutsiopoulos

© 2019 by Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.Illustration by Jade Fang

The bear went over the mountain,
The bear went over the mountain,
The bear went over the mountain,
To see what he could see.

And all that he could see,

And all that he could see,

Was the other side of the mountain,
The other side of the mountain,
The other side of the mountain,
The other side of the mountain,
Was all that he could see.

The Bear Went 
Over The Mountain 

Available in ebook format

The Writing Minilessons Book Cover, Grade 1

Trim Size: 8.5x10.875” Bulk: 1.35  Color Space: 4/4 (CMYK)

File Revision Date: May 6th, 2021

Designer: Ellery Harvey (ellery.harvey@heinemann.com)
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150
Lessons

Irene C. Fountas & Gay Su Pinnell

The Writing Minilessons Book
  Your Every Day Guide for Literacy Teaching, Grade One

Now with The Writing Minilessons Book at your fingertips:

   Share the pen to scaffold emergent writing

   Focus learning on a single idea so children can apply the learning and build on it daily

   Foster community through the development of shared language

   Use an inquiry approach to support active, constructive learning

   Make connections using mentor texts from interactive read-aloud and shared reading

   Create relevance by linking to previous learning experiences

   Expand students’ writing competencies and link them to reading 

   Generate anchor charts for student reference

   Nurture student independence with opportunities to extend learning

780325 1188029

90000 >
ISBN  978-0-325-11880-2

A must-have resource for today’s classrooms

Increase the impact of your literacy instruction by implementing all of the 
Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™ instructional contexts to create a complete, 

comprehensive, and coherent system of literacy education. 

fountasandpinnel l .com
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The W
riting M

inilessons B
ook

Your Every Day Guide for 
Literacy Teaching

Develop children’s deep knowledge of literacy concepts with these must-
have interactive writing lessons and writing minilessons—150 concise, 
explicit, whole-group lessons with a purposeful application in building 
children’s literacy power. With The Writing Minilessons Book, engage 
students in inquiry that leads to the discovery and understanding of a 
general principle they can apply to their learning. Principles are based on 
the behaviors and understandings in the one-of-a-kind, market-leading 
Fountas & Pinnell Literacy Continuum. 

The interactive writing lessons and writing minilessons in this book serve 
as a guide to a meaningful, systematic approach to literacy learning. When 
you surround children with literacy activities and print, provide them with 
time to write, encourage their efforts with enthusiasm, and gently guide 
them, you create the right conditions for children to grow into confident, 
engaged writers. Put interactive writing lessons and writing minilessons 
into action and make learning visible for every child, every day.

MANAGEMENT

TELLING STORIES

MAKING BOOKS

DRAWING

CRAFT

CONVENTIONS

WRITING PROCESS

150 LESSONS
Organized into these sections:

“As children learn 
to live like writers, 
they notice the 
world around 
them and see 
stories in their 
every day lives.”

INCLUDING 25 INTERACTIVE 
WRITING LESSONS 

MANAGEMENT

TELLING STORIES

MAKING BOOKS

DRAWING

CRAFT

CONVENTIONS

WRITING PROCESS

INCLUDING 25 INTERACTIVE 
WRITING LESSONS 
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PreK LESSON

Joyful Writing in Prekindergarten

IW.3IW.3 Making a Book About Our Class

You Will Need

 w three pieces of chart paper 
prepared with a recognizable 
child’s self-portrait and three 
blank sentence strips in a row

 w marker

 w ABC chart

 w long, thin pointer

 w white correction tape

 w To download the following 
online resources, visit 
resources.fountasandpinnell.com

 n ABC Chart

 n Verbal Path for Letter 
Formation

Important Vocabulary

 w word

 w letter

 w space

Continuum  
Connection

 w Show awareness of left-to-
right directionality during 
shared reading and shared or 
interactive writing (p. 241)

 w Say a word slowly to hear any 
sound (p. 364)

ACTIVE LEARNING EXPERIENCE

 w Prior to the lesson, help children learn how to draw self-portraits to make a class book 
called Look at Our Class. (See Umbrella 1: Making a Self-Portrait in the Drawing section.)

GOALS

 w Learn that print is written from left to right and with space between each word.

 w Say words slowly to hear the first sound. 

WHY IT’S IMPORTANT

 w When you share the pen with children, you show them how to put writing on the page—
starting on the left, moving to the right, and leaving a space between each word. Having 
children say their name, listen for the first sound, and identify the letter reinforces the 
relationship between the sounds of language and the letters that represent them.

ASSESS LEARNING

 w Notice whether children can repeat the language pattern of the text. 

 w Notice whether children are aware that print is written from left to right and there is space 
between each word.

 w Observe whether children can say their names slowly and identify the first sound and letter. 

INTERACTIVE WRITING LESSON

This lesson is designed as an interactive writing lesson, in which you and the 
children will compose the text together and share the pen. However, you might 
choose to do all the writing yourself (shared writing).

Establish Purpose

Use the children’s self-portraits to create the pages of a class book. 

 w Show three drawings. 

Let’s put your self-portraits together to make a book so people can get to 
know all the boys and girls in our class. We can make the name of the book 
Look at Our Class. 

 Talk About What to Write 

Talk about a simple sentence pattern with the children, such as Look at         .

 w Display the first page of the prepared chart paper.

Alison drew this picture. We can write the words on this page to tell people 
to look at Alison. What do you think we should say? 

 w Talk with children about what the simple sentence will be. 

8

GRADES  

PreK–8
GRADES  

The Fountas&Pinnell

A Tool for Assessment, Planning, and Teaching

Continuum
Literacy

Expanded E D I T I O N

A CLOSER LOOK

YOUR CLASSROOM. THEIR LITERATE LIFE.

INTERACTIVE WRITING LESSON

The goals of the 
lesson are clearly 
identified, as well 
as a reflection on 
why a lesson may 
be important for 
the children in your 
classroom. 

Suggested 
language to 
use when 
teaching the 
minilesson 
principle. 

Build important 
vocabulary 
used in the 
lesson.

The Active Learning Experience provides the 
opportunity to build shared, hands-on learning 
experiences before the lesson to foster a rich 
base and purpose for writing. 

Link directly to 
the goals from 
The Literacy 
Continuum with 
the Continuum 
Connection.

Quickly identify each lesson 
with this handy code. This 
sample is the third interactive 
writing lesson. 

Assess children’s 
learning by observ ing 
evidence of specific 
behaviors and 
understandings.

Establish the 
purpose for writing 
and understand the 
“why” for the active 
learning experience 
of the lesson.
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9

S
ection 1: Interactive W

riting

IW.3

Interactive Writing, Lesson 3: Making a Book About Our Class

IW.3 Making a Book About Our Class

Write Together  

Write the text for the book.

The first word on the page is Look. Say Look. 
Look begins with the letter L, like Liam. 

 w Point to L on the ABC chart or name chart if there 
is a child whose name begins with L, and then 
have children make the letter L in the air. 

To make an L, you pull down, across.

 w Write Look on the first sentence strip. Read the 
word with children and have them tell what word 
you should write next. Help them notice that you 
need to leave space after each word.

 w Say and write the word at. Together, read Look 
at as you point under the words. Then ask what 
word comes next. 

 w Have them say “Alison,” think about the first 
sound they hear and identify the letter to write.

 w Call on Alison to come to the chart. Guide her to 
write the first letter in her name. If she knows any 
others, work together to finish writing the name sequentially. 

 w Reread the whole sentence together. Explain that you put a period at the end to show 
it is a full stop. Then repeat the whole process for the other two self-portraits.

Read and Revisit 

Call the children who helped write their pages to the easel to point under the words with 
your support as the rest of the children read together. 

 w After the page is read, ask the child to point to his name. 

 w Connect the first letter of the name to other children’s names or to the ABC chart. 

Summarize and Invite/Extend

Today we started to make a big book for our classroom. Our friends helped write 
the first letter of their names. You can try writing your name, too, when you make 
your own book.  

 w Continue the lesson over a few more days to finish the book. Place small photos of all 
the children on the last page along with the sentence Look at our class!

Look at   lison.

An example of how the interactive 
writing piece might look.

Suggestions 
provide guidance 
for constructing a 
piece of writing 
together with 
children. 

Revisit the completed 
writing to reinforce 
early writing concepts.

Briefly summarize the 
learning and extend 
the learning over time.
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PreK UMBRELLA

Umbrella 1: Getting Started with Making Books 27

S
ection 4

: M
aking B

ooks

Family

Shared Reading

Interactive Read-Aloud
The Alphabet

Getting Started with Making Books Umbrella 1

Minilessons in This Umbrella

WML1 Make a book.

WML2 Write your name on your book.

WML3 Make a book with pictures and writing.

WML4 Make your pictures match your story.

Before Teaching Umbrella 1 Minilessons

Children will benefit from having experienced at least some of the minilessons in 
Section 3: Telling Stories and from having heard and enjoyed a variety of books, such 
as stories, pattern books, wordless books, and information books. Use books from 
the following text sets plus the entire Text Set: Telling a Story with Pictures: Wordless 
Books from the Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™ Interactive Read-Aloud Collection 
as well as big books from the Shared Reading Collection. You can also use a variety 
of books from the classroom library that children have enjoyed. 

Interactive Read-Aloud Collection

Letters at Work: The Alphabet

Brian Wildsmith’s Amazing Animal Alphabet by Brian Wildsmith

Taking Care of Each Other: Family

Grandfather and I by Helen E. Buckley

The Family Book by Todd Parr

Shared Reading Collection

The Little Cub by Henry E. Heron

Fun with Socks by Susan Scott

As you read and enjoy these texts together, help children notice that

• writers and illustrators make books,

• there are words and/or pictures on every page, 

• writers tell about different things in their books, 

• writers tell stories in their books, and

• writers give information in their books. 

A CLOSER LOOK

YOUR CLASSROOM. THEIR LITERATE LIFE.

WRITING MINILESSONS

A list of 
minilessons 
organized 
under the 
umbrella.

Each Umbrella is introduced by a page that offers an overview of the umbrella.

Prepare to 
teach the 
minilessons in 
this umbrella 
with these 
suggestions.

Use these suggested mentor 
texts as examples in the 
minilessons in this umbrella 
or use books that have 
similar characteristics.

The Umbrella Overview page appears prior to the minilessons grouped under the umbrella.
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Joyful Writing in Prekindergarten30

Umbrella 1 Getting Started with Making Books

Assessment

After you have taught the minilessons in this umbrella, observe children as they 
draw, write, and talk about their writing. Use the behaviors and understandings in 
The Literacy Continuum (Fountas and Pinnell 2017) to notice, teach for, and support 
children’s learning as you observe their reading and writing attempts.

 w What evidence do you have of new understandings related to bookmaking?

• Do children understand that they can make their own books?

• Can they write the first letter of their name or a few letters from their 
name on the front cover of the book?

• Do they put something on each page of the book?

• Are they understanding and using vocabulary related to bookmaking, such 
as author, front cover, page, and story?

 w In what other ways, beyond the scope of this umbrella, are children ready to 
expand their bookmaking experience?

• Are children moving beyond scribbles to more representational drawing?

• Are they ready to add labels to their pictures or page numbers to their 
books?

• Would they benefit from more experience with storytelling? 

EXTENSIONS FOR GETTING STARTED WITH MAKING BOOKS

» When you read aloud to the children, emphasize that there is a real person behind the book by 

sharing information about the author that you find on the book cover, a page or note about the 

author, or the author’s website.

» Gather several books by the same author. Help children understand that one person can write more 

than one book.

» Gather several books by someone who both wrote and illustrated the books. Talk about what it might 

have been like for this person to make the book: Where did the ideas come from? How long did it take 

to make the book? What did the person do to make the pictures?

» Use enlarged texts, such as big books, to encourage children to talk about how the pictures and the 

words go together on the pages.

The Umbrella Wrap-Up page follows the minilessons in each umbrella. The Umbrella Overview and Wrap-Up pages were placed 
side-by-side in this sampler to show a clear look at the pages together ahead of the minilesson sample for planning purposes.

Gain important information by 
assessing children’s 
understandings as they apply 
and share their learning of an 
important understanding. 

Optional suggestions for 
extending the learning of 
the umbrella over time or 
in other contexts.

The final page of each umbrella offers suggestions for assessing the learning and ideas for extending learning.

Specific behaviors and 
understandings to observe 
as you assess children’s 
learning after presenting 
the minilesson.
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PreK MINILESSON

Getting Started with 
Making Books

You Will Need

 w a variety of books that children 
have heard (fiction, nonfiction, 
wordless)

 w a prepared book of your own 

 w stapled blank books (about 4 
pages) with covers of different 
colors

 w crayons and washable markers

 w chart paper and markers

Important Vocabulary

 w author

 w page

 w front cover

Continuum 
Connection

 w Demonstrate confidence in 
attempts at drawing and 
writing (p. 243) 

 w Have ideas to tell, write, draw 
about (p. 243) 

Joyful Writing in Prekindergarten28

WML 1
MBK.U1.WML1

Important Understanding 

Make a book.

GOAL

Make books using drawing and some approximated writing.

WHY IT’S IMPORTANT

When you introduce children to making books, you help them imagine themselves as illustrators 
and writers. As they “play” at making their own books, they learn the power of their own ideas 
and learn that their drawing and writing can communicate ideas to others.

ASSESS LEARNING

 w Observe children’s understanding of how to make books about things they know. 

 w Notice children’s use of representational drawings or scribbles in their books. 

 w Notice children’s use of vocabulary related to bookmaking (e.g., author, page, front cover).  

MINILESSON

To help children explore bookmaking, use a few picture books (including enlarged 
books) that are examples of the different ways authors/illustrators put pictures 
and words on paper to tell their stories or give information. Bring an example of 
a picture book you have made yourself (e.g., Dinner with My Family). Here is an 
example.

 w Display G Is for Goat, Grandfather and I, Fun with Socks, The Little Cub, and 
Pancakes for Breakfast.  

Who made these books?

A person who makes books is called an author. What are these books 
about?

Books can be about all different things. Some are stories, some tell 
information, some are about the alphabet.

 w Read each page of the book that you made and show the pictures. 

My book has a front cover, and there are words and pictures on the pages 
that tell about my dog, Lucy. 

 w Show a blank book. Then show children where the blank books are kept. 

You can make a book like I made and like the authors made. 

When you are ready to write your own book, you can get one from here.

WML 1
MBK.U1.WML1

GRADES  

PreK–8
GRADES  

The Fountas&Pinnell

A Tool for Assessment, Planning, and Teaching

Continuum
Literacy

Expanded E D I T I O N

YOUR CLASSROOM. THEIR LITERATE LIFE.

Important 
Vocabulary 
that children 
will hear and 
learn as they 
actively 
engage in the 
lesson.

Link directly to 
the goals from 
The Literacy 
Continuum with 
the Continuum 
Connection.

Assess students’ 
learning by observ ing 
evidence of specific 
behaviors and 
understandings.

The Goal of the minilesson is stated in 
the top section of the lesson, as is a 
section titled Why It’s Important, to 
help you understand what a particular 
minilesson aims to do and the rationale 
for why it is important for students. 

Quickly identify each lesson with 
this handy code. This sample is 
the first umbrella, first minilesson 
in the “Making Books” section.
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Umbrella 1: Getting Started with Making Books 29

S
ection 4

: M
aking B

ooks

Have a Try

Invite children to talk with a partner about what they 
could put into a book. 

Think of something that you could make a book 
about. Turn and tell your partner.

 w Invite a few children to share what their books will 
be about. 

Summarize and Invite

Write the important understanding on the chart 
paper and make a quick sketch. Point to and read the 
understanding. Invite the children to make their own 
books during choice time. 

I will be at the bookmaking center today. If you 
want to come and make a book, I will help you.

 w Alternatively, have everyone work on their books 
at the same time. 

Talk Side by Side 

 w As children work on their books, sit side by side with them and listen intently to individual 
children. Use the following prompts to support children as they make their books. 

• What are you making a book about?

• You know a lot about          . You could make a book about that.

• Tell a story about something you have done. Let’s plan what you will make on  
each page

• Tell the story that goes with this part of your book.

Share

Following choice time, gather children in the meeting area. Ask a few children to share 
their books. 

Tell us about the book you made.

Make a book.

My Dog

by Ms. Lawson

Lucy

WML 1
MBK.U1.WML1

Important Understanding 

Make a book.
WML 1
MBK.U1.WML1

After choice time, it is important 
for children to have a chance to 
share their learning, which 
gives you feedback on the 
learning children took on.

Create anchor charts as a useful 
reference tool and reinforcement 
of the important understanding for 
children during choice time.

Suggestions for 
children to try out the 
new thinking from the 
minilesson, usually 
with a partner.

Summarize the 
important 
understanding and 
invite children to apply 
what they have 
learned independently. 

Helpful prompts to focus the 
conversation when you sit 
side by side with children and 
confer with them about their 
drawing and writing.

Using direct language can be 
particularly supportive for 
English language learners 
because it allows them to 
focus on the meaning without 
having to work through the 
extra talk that we often use in 
our everyday conversations. 
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PreK UMBRELLA

39

S
ection 6

: Exploring Early W
riting

Umbrella 1: Learning Early Concepts of Print

Learning Early Concepts of Print Umbrella 1

Minilessons in This Umbrella

WML1 Notice the pictures and words on a page. 

WML2 Your name is a word.  

WML3 Start your writing on the left. 

WML4 Leave a space before you write the next word. 

WML5 Find the first letter in a word. 

WML6 Trace your name. 

WML7 Say words slowly and listen for the first sound.

WML8 Use the name chart to help you write words.

Before Teaching Umbrella 1 Minilessons

Enjoy shared reading with the children using enlarged texts, such as poetry charts 
and big books, that allow them to see the print. Use a long, thin pointer to help 
children follow along as you read and note the directionality of print from left to 
right and top to bottom. 

Before teaching this umbrella, teach IW.1: Making a Name Chart in the Interactive 
Writing section to familiarize children with their own names and each other’s names. 

As you read and enjoy these shared texts, have children

• take turns using a thin pointer to point under the words in the shared text as 
you read, 

• notice names in books, 

• experience poems and songs in which you substitute their names,

• point out the first word in a sentence, and

• notice the space between words.

YOUR CLASSROOM. THEIR LITERATE LIFE.
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Joyful Writing in Prekindergarten42

Umbrella 1 Learning Early Concepts of Print

Assessment

After you have taught the minilessons in this umbrella, observe children as they  
experiment with early writing. Use the behaviors in The Literacy Continuum (Fountas 
and Pinnell 2017) to notice, teach for, and support children’s learning as you observe 
their reading and writing attempts. 

 w What evidence do you have that children are beginning to develop early 
concepts of print?

• Do children understand that pictures and words are placed in certain ways 
on the page? 

• Do they understand the concept of a letter? A word?

• Do they understand that there is a space between each word?

• Can they find the first letter in a word?

• Can they trace the letters in their names?

• Are they beginning to experiment with writing their names? 

EXTENSIONS FOR LEARNING EARLY CONCEPTS OF PRINT

» When you read books aloud, show children that there are pictures and words on most pages and that the 

pictures go with the words.

» Create name puzzles. Place each letter from a child’s name in a small cut square and place in a sealable bag. 

Show children how to mix up the letters and make their names in the word work center.

» During interactive writing, make a point to show children where to start writing on the page. Likewise, 

during shared reading, highlight how the print starts on the left.

» Make a simple word wall of children’s names plus a few words that appear often in children’s reading (e.g., can, 

I, me, the). Display each word in a column beneath the letter it begins with (e.g., can beneath Cc).

» Replace the name in a poem, nursery rhyme, or song, such as “Mary Had a Little Lamb,” with a child’s name. 

Have children say the replacement name slowly and listen for the first sound and letter of the name. 

» Pick a name from the name chart. Have children say it slowly to listen for the first sound. Then say two 

words, one that starts with the same sound and letter as the name and one that doesn’t. Ask children to 

identify which word starts with the same sound as the name (e.g., Sam: sun, moon).
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PreK MINILESSON

Joyful Writing in Prekindergarten

WML 2
EWR.U1.WML2

WML 2
EWR.U1.WML2

Important Understanding 

Your name is a word.

Learning Early Concepts 
of Print

You Will Need

 w magnetic letters

 w chart paper

 w markers

 w name chart (see p. 52)

 w each child’s name written on 
an index card

Important Vocabulary

 w word

 w letter 

 w name

Continuum  
Connection

 w Begin to understand the 
concept of a word (p. 364)

 w Understand the concept of a 
letter (p. 364)

 w Use one’s name to learn 
about words and to make 
connections to words (p. 364) 

MINILESSON

Engage children in a lesson that helps them understand that their names are words 
made up of letters. Have a name chart posted near your meeting space. If you have 
not created a name chart, teach the interactive writing lesson Making a Name Chart 
(IW.1) before teaching this lesson. 

 w Choose the first name on your alphabetical name chart to build with magnetic 
letters. Place the letters you will need in a row at the top of the easel. Letters 
should be mixed up with spaces in between them. Make sure the whole class 
can see the letters. If you do not have a magnetic easel, use a metal cookie tray 
and hold it upright.  

I have some letters. I am going to use these letters to make a word. 

 w Pull the magnetic letters down one at a time, building the name left to right. 
Name each letter as you pull it down. 

I took the letters and made the word Alison. A name is a word. Did you 
notice how I put the letters close to each other to make a word? 

How many letters are in Alison’s name?  

There are six letters in Alison’s name. Look what happens when I move 
these letters far apart. 

 w Make large spaces between all of the letters.

This is not Alison’s name anymore because the letters are not together. The 
letters need to be together to make a word. 

40

GOAL

 w Understand that a name is a word.

WHY IT’S IMPORTANT

By working with their own names, children come to understand that a word is made up of 
distinct letters. They learn to notice some visual features of letters and begin to connect 
visual features of letters to the phonemes, or sounds in words. They begin to develop an 
understanding of the concept of a letter and a word. 

ASSESS LEARNING

 w Notice how many sounds children can hear and letters they can produce when they write 
their names. 

 w Observe whether children begin to use their names as a resource for sounds and letters 
when they write. 

 w Observe whether children understand the difference between a letter and a word. 

GRADES  

PreK–8
GRADES  

The Fountas&Pinnell

A Tool for Assessment, Planning, and Teaching

Continuum
Literacy

Expanded E D I T I O N

YOUR CLASSROOM. THEIR LITERATE LIFE.
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41

S
ection 6

: Exploring Early W
riting

Umbrella 1: Learning Early Concepts of Print

WML 2
EWR.U1.WML2

WML 2
EWR.U1.WML2

Important Understanding 

Your name is a word.

Have a Try

Give each child a card with his name on it. Have 
children count the letters in their names with a partner. 

Your name is a word. Count the letters in your 
name to your partner.

 w Invite one or two children to share their noticings.    

Summarize and Invite

Write the important understanding on the chart. Read 
and explain it to the children. 

You noticed that letters make a word when 
they are put together. Your name is a word. 

During choice time today, I will be sitting in the 
word work center. You can come over and use your name card to help you make 
your name with magnetic letters. We will count how many letters are in your name 
and write it on the back of your card.  

When we come back to share, we will make a chart to show how many letters are 
in each of your names. 

Talk Side by Side

 w As children come to the word study center, help them use their name cards to build their 
names with magnetic letters from left to right. It will be important for you to select the 
letters for them to use and place the letters at the top of the magnetic easel or cookie 
sheet. Encourage them to count the letters in their names when they finish and write the 
number on the back of the card. Consider using the following prompts:

• Say your name slowly. What sounds do you hear? So, what letter would come first?

• Find a letter that looks like this.

• Put the letters together to make a word. 

• Watch me count the letters in your name. Now you try. 

Share

Following choice time, gather children in the meeting area.  

 w Invite individual children to come up with their name cards. 

How many letters are in your name? 

 w Tape the child’s name to the chart in the appropriate column. 

All of your names are words because the letters are together.

Your name is a word.

Nik

Anh

Ella

Noah

Vien

Abdul

Caleb

Yousif

Alison

Sophia

 Number of Letters

3 4 5 6 7+
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 KINDERGARTEN LESSON

The Writing Minilessons Book, Kindergarten

IW.18 Writing a How-to Book

You Will Need

w chart paper and markers

w To download the following online 
resources for this lesson, visit 
resources.fountasandpinnell.com:

 Alphabet Linking Chart

 Verbal Path for Letter 
Formation 

Academic Language / 
Important Vocabulary

w how-to

w steps

w space

w capital (uppercase) letters

w lowercase letters

 Continuum 
Connection

w Understand that a procedural 
text can be written in various 
forms: e.g., list, directions with 
steps (how-to) (p. 244)

w Understand that a procedural 
text o� en shows one item under 
another item and may include a 
number or letter for each item 
(p. 244)

w Use spaces between words to 
help readers understand the 
writing (p. 247)

w Recognize and point to 
uppercase letters and lowercase 
letters: e.g., B, b (p. 365) 

w Form upper- and lowercase 
letters proportionately in 
manuscript print (p. 248)

 Continuum 
Connection

Understand that a procedural 

 Continuum 
Connection

GRADES 

PreK–8
GRADES 

The Fountas&Pinnell

A Tool for Assessment, Planning, and Teaching

Continuum
Literacy

Expanded E D I T I O N

ACTIVE LEARNING EXPERIENCE

w Challenge pairs of children to build a tower using blocks from the block center. Take 
photos of the children with their towers, if possible, and have children make sketches 
of their towers. Support the process with prompts such as these: What did you do first 
(next)? How did you decide which blocks to use? What did you do di� erently a� er the 
blocks fell? What did you do to make your tower strong? 

GOAL

w Understand that a how-to book teaches how to do something and o� en has 
numbered steps.

w Understand that words are separated from one another by spaces.

w Distinguish between capital and lowercase letters.

RATIONALE

w When you write a how-to book with children, they learn about a functional type of writing 
that can be used in everyday life to communicate a process. 

ASSESS LEARNING

w Look for evidence of what children understand about procedural texts.

w Notice whether children understand the idea of good spacing between words.

w Notice whether children can distinguish between capital (uppercase) and 
lowercase letters.

INTERACTIVE WRITING LESSON

The how-to book can be used as a mentor text in MBK.U4: Making How-to Books. 
Write two steps per page as shown here or place one step per page. Do as much of 
the book as children can manage in one sitting. Continue writing the book across 
two or three days, as needed.

Establish Purpose

Talk about children’s experiences making tall buildings out of blocks. 

We talked about building block towers and how you learned to keep them 
from falling over. We can make a how-to book to tell people how to make 
their own block towers.

Talk About What to Write

Talk about the steps children followed to construct their buildings.

A how-to book has steps that people follow to do or make something. The 
steps must be in order. Let’s think about how to build a tower. Your pictures 
can help us. What should we write as the first step? 

142
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A CLOSER LOOK

YOUR CLASSROOM. THEIR LITERATE LIFE.

INTERACTIVE WRITING LESSON
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S
ection 1: Interactive W

riting

Interactive Writing, Lesson 18: Writing a How-to Book 143

IW.18

Write Together

Write the text for the how-to book. Invite several 
children to share the pen. Keep the other children 
engaged by having them fi nd the letter on the ABC 
chart, name chart, or word wall.

w On the fi rst page, write the numeral 1. 

The number 1 shows that this will be the first 
step. The first step is to put two blocks on 
the floor.

Say Put slowly with me to listen for the first 
sound. What letter goes with that sound? 

w Invite a child to write the letter P.

The P is a capital letter. It is tall, so it starts up 
here. Pull down, up, and around.

w Write the rest of the word and sentence up to the. 

The is a word you are learning. Who can write the?

w Finish writing the sentence and point under it as you and the children read it aloud.

The spaces show where one word ends and the next word begins. The period ends 
the sentence. 

w Repeat the process to complete the remaining pages. Invite children to add letters for 
easy-to-hear sounds (e.g., l, k, and m) and familiar high-frequency words, such as it.

Read and Revisit

Read aloud the whole how-to book together, pointing under each word. You might have 
children revisit the text for one or more of the following reasons.

w Have children point to the space between two words.

w Ask children to identify a capital letter and a lowercase letter. 

Summarize and Invite/Extend

Summarize the learning and invite children to make their own how-to books.

Today we wrote a how-to book about how to build a tower out of blocks. 

w To complete the book, work with children to add a cover and illustrations. An 
example of a complete how-to book is on page 158.

w Provide children with blank books (a few sheets of paper stapled together) to make 
their own how-to books. Invite them to read their books to you or to their classmates.
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Umbrella 4: Making How-to Books 291

  Making How-to Books Umbrella 4

Minilessons in This Umbrella

WML1 Make a book to teach something.

WML2 Write words and draw pictures to show what to do.

WML3 Write a number for each step.

WML4 Make a list of what you need.

Before Teaching Umbrella 4 Minilessons

Prior to teaching these minilessons, make sure children have had experiences reading 
how-to books. They should also have engaged in making and doing things that they 
could teach to others (e.g., blowing bubbles or making a sandwich) and have talked 
about those activities. Teach IW.18: Writing a How-to Book to prepare children for 
making how-to books independently. You will use the class-made book from that 
lesson as a mentor text for the minilessons in this umbrella. You may also choose 
the following books from Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™ Interactive Read-Aloud 
Collection and Shared Reading Collection, or you might use other how-to texts from 
the classroom. Recipes from cookbooks, on the back of boxes, or on websites are 
other good sources of examples for these lessons.

 Interactive Read-Aloud Collection

Exploring Nonfiction

Building a House by Byron Barton

Shared Reading Collection

Animal Masks by Jennifer Blizin Gillis

Playing Basketball by Louis Petrone

Fly Away by Alina Kirk

A Rainbow of Fruit by Brooke Matthews

Interactive Writing Lessons

IW.18: Writing a How-to Book

As you read and enjoy these texts together, help children

• notice what the reader can learn from the text,

• talk about how the pictures help the reader learn how to do something,

• notice whether the steps are numbered, and 

• talk about what items are needed.

Interactive Read-Aloud 
Exploring Nonfiction

Shared Reading

Interactive Writing 
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Umbrella 4 Making How-to Books

Assessment

After you have taught the minilessons in this umbrella, observe children as they 
explore making books. Use The Literacy Continuum (Fountas and Pinnell 2017) to 
notice, teach for, and support children’s learning as you observe their attempts at 
reading and writing.

w What evidence do you have of new understandings children have developed 
related to making how-to books?

• Can children articulate the purpose of a how-to book?

• Do they show an interest in making how-to books independently?

• Do their how-to books contain pictures, numbers, and a list of materials?

• Do they understand and use vocabulary related to making a how-to book, 
such as how-to book, writing, drawing, teach, idea, pictures, words,
number, steps, list, need, and materials?

w In what ways, beyond the scope of this umbrella, are children making books?

• Do they show an interest in celebrating their books?

• Are they thinking about adding to, deleting from, or reorganizing the 
pages in their books?

Use your observations to determine the next umbrella you will teach. You may also 
consult Suggested Sequence of Lessons (pp. 483–494) for guidance.

EXTENSIONS FOR MAKING HOW-TO BOOKS

 Have children follow a recipe for a simple snack that has just a few steps and then talk about the steps 

with a partner. Following this, they can draw and write about the recipe to share with their families.

 Talk to children about their activities in the play corner and encourage them to make a how-to book to 

teach someone something they know how to do (e.g., give a dog a bath, make a pretend cake).

 If you and the class read how-to books, directions, or recipes that do not have numbered steps, use 

sticky notes to add the numbers.

 As children engage in science activities, use shared or interactive writing to make a list of materials. 

 Gather together a guided writing group of several children who need support in a specific area 

of writing.

 Allow children to choose the kind of paper they want to use for their books. There is a selection of 

paper templates available in the online resources.
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KINDERGARTEN MINILESSON

292 The Writing Minilessons Book, Kindergarten

Making How-to Books

You Will Need

w several books that show how 
to do something, such as the 
following:

  Animal Masks by Jennifer Blizen 
Gillis and Playing Basketball
by Louis Petrone, from Shared 
Reading Collection

 Building a House by Byron 
Barton, from Text Set: 
Exploring Nonfiction

w  chart paper and markers

w class how-to book from IW.18: 
Writing a How-to Book 

Academic Language / 
Important Vocabulary

w how-to book

w writing

w drawing

w teach

w idea

 Continuum 
Connection

w Understand that a procedural 
text helps people know how to do 
something (p. 244)

w Generate and expand ideas 
through talk with peers and 
teacher (p. 248) 

w Look for ideas and topics in 
personal experiences, shared 
through talk (p. 248) 

w Rehearse language for 
informational writing by retelling 
experiences, using chronological 
order, describing what they know, 
or repeating procedural steps in 
order (p. 248)

 Continuum 
Connection

Understand that a procedural 

 Continuum 
Connection

GRADES 

PreK–8
GRADES 

The Fountas&Pinnell

A Tool for Assessment, Planning, and Teaching

Continuum
Literacy

Expanded E D I T I O N

  WML 1
MBK.U4.WML1

Writing Minilesson Principle

Make a book to teach something.

GOAL

Think of ideas for making a how-to book.

RATIONALE

When children learn to choose an idea and decide what pictures and words to include in a 
how-to book, they understand that both pictures and words convey meaning and that they are 
valued writers who have information to share. 

ASSESS LEARNING

w Look for evidence that children understand that a how-to book teaches the reader how to 
do something.

w Observe whether children can choose an idea for writing a how-to book.

w Look for evidence that children can use vocabulary such as how-to book, writing, drawing,
teach, and idea.

MINILESSON

Prior to teaching this lesson, teach IW.18: Writing a How-to Book and share various 
how-to books with children. To prepare them for making their own how-to books, 
revisit familiar books that teach how to do or make something. Here is an example.

w Show the cover and a few pages of Animal Masks.

What are the children in this book doing?

w Show the back cover.

What do you notice on the back cover?

w Engage children in a conversation, guiding them to understand that this book, 
including the back cover, shows the reader how to make an animal mask.

w Repeat with Playing Basketball and Building a House.

How-to books teach the reader how to do something. What could you make 
a how-to book about?

w Ask a few volunteers to respond. As they do, record their names, their ideas, 
and sketches of their responses.

292
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293Umbrella 4: Making How-to Books

Ma�e a b�ok �o
t���h ����t����.

F�t��a  bu�l� a ��n�����l�

Vi�l�t  ��y a k�t�

Edua�do   d�a� a �a�

C��t�  s�o�t a ���������l

WML 1
MBK.U4.WML1

Have a Try

Invite children to turn and talk in threes about making 
how-to books.

Turn and talk to two friends about an idea you 
have for making a how-to book.

w Ask a few volunteers to share ideas. Add new ideas 
to the chart. Keep the chart posted to help children 
generate ideas for making how-to books. 

Summarize and Apply

Help children summarize what they learned about 
how-to books. Have children choose an idea and begin 
making a how-to book during independent writing.

What does the chart show? 

These are some ideas for how-to books. 

w Write the principle at the top of the chart and read 
it aloud.

During writing time, begin making a how-to 
book to teach others how to do something. 
Look at the chart if you need help thinking of an idea. 

Confer

w During independent writing, move around the room to confer briefly with as many individual 
children as time allows. Sit side by side with them and invite them to talk about their ideas 
for a how-to book. Use the following prompts as needed.

• What is something you could teach a classmate how to do?

• What ideas do you have for making your own how-to book?

• What will you write and draw on the first page? the next page?

Share

Following independent writing, gather children in the meeting area to talk about making 
how-to books. 

What is your how-to book about?

What information will you give in your how-to book?
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Umbrella 2: Adding to Writing 439

Adding to Writing Umbrella 2

Minilessons in This Umbrella

WML1 Add details to your drawings.

WML2 Use a caret to add a word.

WML3 Add a page to give more information.

Before Teaching Umbrella 2 Minilessons

Teaching these minilessons helps children progress in the writing process by 
expanding ideas for revising their writing. It is not necessary to teach these lessons 
consecutively. Instead, you might choose to teach them throughout the year as 
needed because revision is a high-level concept and children will need multiple 
exposures to these lessons. 

Model the revising process for children so they understand how to look back at 
their work to fi nd areas for improvement. Use a variety of picture books as examples 
to highlight how authors include only information that fi ts and to show that authors 
write their stories or information in an order that makes sense. Some suggestions from 
Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™ Interactive Read-Aloud Collection and Shared Reading 
Collection, plus interactive writing lessons, are below. You can also choose books from 
the classroom library that the children will enjoy. 

Interactive Read-Aloud Collection

Living and Working Together: Community

My Steps by Sally Derby

Shared Reading Collection

City Kid, Country Kid by David Andrews

Interactive Writing Lessons

IW.8: Making a Class Big Book

IW.14: Writing About a Class Memory

As you read and enjoy these texts together, help children

• notice and talk about details in the illustrations,

• notice descriptive language, and

• discuss how the story evolves over the course of the book.

Interactive Read-Aloud 
Community

Shared Reading

Interactive Writing
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The Writing Minilessons Book, Kindergarten446

Umbrella 2 Adding to Writing

Assessment

After you have taught the minilessons in this umbrella, observe children as they 
draw, write, and talk about their writing. Use the behaviors and understandings in 
The Literacy Continuum (Fountas and Pinnell 2017) to notice, teach for, and support 
children’s learning as you observe their attempts at drawing and writing.

w What evidence do you have of new understandings children have developed 
related to adding to writing?

• Do children understand that they can revise their books to make 
them better?

• What kinds of details do they add to their drawings to give more 
information?

• Do they use carets to add words to their writing?

• Are they willing to revise their books by adding pages to give more 
information?

• Are they using vocabulary such as add, detail, page, book, and 
information?

w In what other ways, beyond the scope of this umbrella, are the children showing 
an interest in drawing and writing?

• Are they trying to make their drawings more interesting?

• Are they ready to choose a piece of writing to celebrate?

Use your observations to determine what you will teach next. You may also consult 
Suggested Sequence of Lessons (pp. 483–494) for guidance.

EXTENSIONS FOR ADDING TO WRITING

 When you read aloud to the children, stop to examine an illustration and discuss the details that the 

illustrator chose to include. Details might include the expression on a character’s face, a color, or items 

that show the setting (e.g., couch and chair in a living room).

 Gather together a guided writing group of several children who would benefit from support in adding to 

their writing.

 Teach children how to use a strip of paper (a spider leg) or sticky note to add words to their writing as 

an alternative or in addition to a caret.

 Teach children how to delete and/or replace words in their books.
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442 The Writing Minilessons Book, Kindergarten

WML 2
WPS.U2.WML2

Writing Minilesson Principle

Use a caret to add a word.

Adding to Writing

You Will Need

w a familiar picture book with 
examples of descriptive 
language, such as My Steps
by Sally Derby, from Text Set: 
Living and Working Together: 
Community

w  the class writing from IW.14: 
Writing About a Class Memory

w books the children have made

w chart paper and markers

Academic Language/
Important Vocabulary

w caret 

w add

w revising

 Continuum 
Connection

w Add letters, words, phrases, or 
sentences using a caret, a strip of 
paper, or a sticky note (p. 249)

w Add words, phrases, or sentences 
to provide more information to 
readers (p. 249)

w Add words, phrases, or sentences 
to make the writing more 
interesting or exciting for readers 
(p. 249)

 Continuum 
Connection

Add letters, words, phrases, or 

 Continuum 
Connection

GRADES 

PreK–8
GRADES 

The Fountas&Pinnell

A Tool for Assessment, Planning, and Teaching

Continuum
Literacy

Expanded E D I T I O N

GOAL

Understand that writers can use a caret to add words as a way to make the writing more 
interesting or exciting.

RATIONALE

When children reread their writing and think about how their writing could be better, they are 
thinking like a writer. Teaching children to add or change words in their books is a revision 
strategy they will use as writers. 

ASSESS LEARNING

w Notice whether children can elaborate on their stories orally and then transfer the oral 
elaboration to writing.

w Observe whether children understand how to use a caret to revise their writing.

w Look for evidence that children can use vocabulary such as caret, add, and revising.

MINILESSON

To help children think about the minilesson principle, demonstrate how to use a 
caret to revise a sentence. You might also teach children to use a strip of paper (a 
spider leg) to add words. Here is an example.

w Show the cover of My Steps and read the title. Read pages 11–12 aloud.

What words does the author use to tell about the steps?

The author uses shady, cool, hard, and smooth.

How does the girl feel when she lies on the top step?

The author wrote shivery-cool. I like that. That’s more interesting than 
saying she felt cold. The words shivery-cool help me imagine how she feels.

When you write books, reread what you wrote and think about revising it. 
When you add or change words to make your writing more interesting, you 
are revising.

w Display the class writing from IW.14: Writing About a Class Memory. Read it 
aloud, pointing under each word as you read it.

What words could you add to this to make the writing more interesting?

What is a word that tells about the park?

w Demonstrate how to use a caret to add words to the writing, following the 
children’s suggestions.

This little mark is called a caret. It points to where you want to add a word.

w Show children how to add a word to describe the fl owers.

442
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WML 2
WPS.U2.WML2

Have a Try

Invite children to talk to a partner about their 
own writing.

w Have children look at a book they have already 
written or are currently working on.

Read the words in your book. What word could 
you add to make your writing more interesting? 
Turn and talk to your partner about this.

Summarize and Apply

Summarize the learning. Remind children to use a caret 
when they add words to their writing.

You talked to your partner about what words 
you could add to your book to make your 
writing more interesting. How will you add a 
word to your writing?

Today during writing time, add some of the 
words you talked about. Remember to use a 
caret to show where the new words go.

Confer

w During independent writing, move around the room to confer briefly with as many individual 
children as time allows. Sit side by side with them and invite them to talk about adding 
words to their writing. Use prompts such as the following as needed.

• Tell what you wrote about on this page.

• Where will you put the caret to add the word?

• What could you say about the ______ ? What did it look (sound, smell, feel, taste) like?

• You added the word ______ . That helps me imagine what it was like.

Share

Following independent writing, gather children in the meeting area to share their writing.

Who would like to share the words you added to your book today?

Why did you add those words? What do they help people understand?
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GRADE 1 LESSON

The Writing Minilessons Book, Grade 1

IW.13 Making Kindness Signs

You Will Need

w books about kindness, such as 
the following from Fountas & 
Pinnell Classroom™ Interactive 
Read-Aloud Collection Text Set: 
The Importance of Kindness

 Jamaica Tag-Along by 
Juanita Havill

 Wilfrid Gordon McDonald 
Partridge by Mem Fox

 Now One Foot, Now the Other
by Tomie dePaola

w chart paper and markers

w To download the following online 
resource for this lesson, visit 
resources.fountasandpinnell.com: 

 Verbal Path for Letter Formation

Academic Language/
Important Vocabulary

w kindness w word

w sign w sentence

w letter

 Continuum 
Connection

w Understand that written 
communication can be used for 
di� erent purposes: e.g., to give 
information, to invite, to give 
thanks (p. 250)

w Hear and divide onsets and 
rimes: e.g., m-en, bl-ack (p. 367)

w Hear and say the beginning 
phoneme in a word: e.g., sun /s/
(p. 367)

w Recognize and use more common 
phonograms with a VC pattern: 
-ab, -ad, -ag, -am, -an, -ap, -at, 
-aw, -ay; -ed, -en, -et, -ew; -id, -ig, 
-im, -in, -ip, -it; -ob, -od, -og, -op, 
-ot, -ow (as in show or as in cow);
-ub, -ug, -um, -un, -ut (p. 368)

 Continuum 
Connection

Understand that written 

 Continuum 
Connection

GRADES 

PreK–8
GRADES 

The Fountas&Pinnell

A Tool for Assessment, Planning, and Teaching

Continuum
Literacy

Expanded E D I T I O N

ACTIVE LEARNING EXPERIENCE

w Prior to the lesson, read aloud and enjoy books about kindness (see You Will Need). Talk 
with children about what they can do to be kind to others.

GOAL

w Learn that writing can communicate a message to an audience.

w Use onsets and rimes to support children in hearing and saying beginning phonemes 
in words.

w Write the initial consonant at the beginning of some words.

w Use common phonograms with a vowel-consonant ending in writing.

RATIONALE

w By participating in writing kindness signs, children learn that they can use writing to 
spread a message and influence others. When you help them write some of the letters in 
the words, they learn to say words slowly to listen for the sounds.

ASSESS LEARNING

w Observe children’s participation in writing kindness signs.

w Notice whether children can break words into onset and rime to help write them.

INTERACTIVE WRITING LESSON

The lesson generates ideas for kindness signs that can be placed around the school. 
After the lesson, children can make kindness signs using the ideas from the lesson or 
their own ideas.

Establish Purpose

Display some of the books about kindness that you have read aloud.

Sometimes on TV, you might see something called a public service 
announcement, which tells people something that will help them. We can 
make some public service announcement signs to remind people in our 
school of ways they can be kind to others. 

Talk About What to Write

Talk about messages children could write on kindness signs.

What could we write on our signs to remind people of ways they can be 
kind to others?

What could we write on the sign for the cafeteria (playground, hallway)? 

136
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IW.13

Write Together

Write the kindness signs. Keep all 
children engaged while one child shares 
the pen by having them make the letter or 
word in the air or on the carpet.

Our first sign will say Sit with 
someone new today. 

w Invite a child to write Sit.

Say sit slowly: s-it. What sound 
do you hear first in sit?

You know the last part of sit. 
What is a word you know that 
can help?

Sit has the word it.

w Write with someone new. Invite a child to help you write the word today.

w Write to.

What word comes next? The next word is today. Let’s clap today: to-day. The 
second part is day. Say day. What sound do you hear at the end of day?

The sound at the end of day sounds like the letter a.  We write this sound with the 
letters a and y together. 

w Guide the child to write day. Then read the sentence together.

w Continue in a similar manner with a few more kindness signs.

Read and Revisit

Ask the children to read the kindness messages with you as you point under each word. 
You might have children revisit the text for one or both of these reasons.

w Help children clap words to hear the parts (e.g., to-day, some-one) or have them listen 
for onsets and rimes (e.g., s-it, s-ay).

w Invite children to think of rhyming words for way and and.

Summarize and Invite/Extend

Today we made kindness signs together. We can place them around the school so 
people will remember to be kind.

w Invite children to write and illustrate additional kindness signs to be placed around 
the school. Invite the art teacher to help with designing the signs.
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Adding Dialogue to Writing Umbrella 2

Minilessons in This Umbrella

WML1 Show talking with speech bubbles. Show thinking with thought bubbles. 

WML2 Show talking in your story.

WML3 Add talking to make your writing more interesting.

Before Teaching Umbrella 2 Minilessons

Prior to teaching these minilessons, make sure children have experienced a variety of 
fi ction books with dialogue. Teach IW.10: Writing with Speech Bubbles and use the 
writing from the lesson as a mentor text for this umbrella. You may also choose as 
mentor texts the following books from Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™ Interactive 
Read-Aloud Collection and Shared Reading Collection, or you might use other text 
examples of dialogue from the classroom library.  

Interactive Read-Aloud Collection

Mo Willems: Having Fun with Humor

I Am Invited to a Party!

Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus!

Elephants Cannot Dance! 

Knuffl e Bunny: A Cautionary Tale

Knuffl e Bunny Too: A Case of Mistaken Identity

Shared Reading Collection

Woof! Woof! by Armand Benedict

Scram! by Julie Reich

The Broken Ladder by Joan Silver

Interactive Writing Lessons

IW.10: Writing with Speech Bubbles

As you read and enjoy these mentor texts together, help children

• think about what the characters say and think, and

• notice the way the writers show what the characters say and think.

Interactive Read-Aloud 
Mo Willems

Shared Reading

Interactive Writing
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The Writing Minilessons Book, Grade 1378

Umbrella 2 Adding Dialogue to Writing

Assessment

After you have taught the minilessons in this umbrella, observe children as they write 
letters. Use The Literacy Continuum (Fountas and Pinnell 2017) to notice, teach for, 
and support children’s learning as you observe their attempts at reading and writing.

w What evidence do you have of new understandings the children have developed 
related to dialogue?

• Do children understand that they can use speech or thought bubbles in 
their writing?

• Do they understand how to write dialogue in their stories?

• Do they use dialogue in order to make their writing more interesting?

• Are they using vocabulary related to writing dialogue, such as speech 
bubble, thought bubble, talking, thinking, quotation marks, story, 
interesting, and purpose? 

w In what ways, beyond the scope of this umbrella, are children thinking about 
dialogue?

• Do they have a good understanding of how to use punctuation?

• Are they beginning to revise their writing?

Use your observations to determine the next umbrella you will teach. You may also 
consult Suggested Sequence of Lessons (p. XX) for guidance.

EXTENSIONS FOR ADDING DIALOGUE TO WRITING

 If you are using The Reading Minilessons Book, Grade 1 (Fountas and Pinnell 2019), the minilessons 

in this umbrella would pair well with LA.U19: Understanding Characters and Their Feelings, LA.U20: 

Knowing Characters Inside and Out, and LA.U23: Looking Closely at Illustrations.

 As you share other books with dialogue, have children talk about how authors show what characters 

are thinking and saying.

 Have children engage in readers’ theater and then write about the conversations as a way to 

incorporate dialogue in their stories.

 Talk about using speaker tags (e.g., shouted, whispered, cried, laughed) to show how a character 

says something.

 Gather together a guided writing group of several children who need support in a specific area of 

writing, such as adding dialogue.
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376 The Writing Minilessons Book, Grade 1

WML 3
CFT.U2.WML3

Writing Minilesson Principle

Add talking to make your writing more interesting.

Adding Dialogue to 
Writing

You Will Need

w several mentor texts with 
dialogue, such as the following:

 Elephants Cannot Dance!, 
Knu�  e Bunny: A Cautionary 
Tale, and Knu�  e Bunny Too: 
A Case of Mistaken Identity
by Mo Willems, from Text Set: 
Mo Willems: Having Fun with 
Humor

w chart paper prepared with a 
sentence and drawing to which 
dialogue can be added

w markers 

w To download the following online 
resource for this lesson, visit 
resources.fountasandpinnell.com:

 chart art (optional)

Academic Language / 
Important Vocabulary

w talking

w interesting

w purpose

 Continuum 
Connection

w Explain one’s thoughts and 
feelings about an experience or 
event (p. 250)

w Use dialogue as appropriate to 
add to the meaning of the story 
(p. 251)

w Write in an expressive way 
(similar to oral language) (p. 254) 

w Add thoughts in thought bubbles 
or dialogue in speech bubbles 
or quotation marks to provide 
information or provide narration 
(p. 254)

 Continuum 
Connection

Explain one’s thoughts and 

 Continuum 
Connection

GRADES 

PreK–8
GRADES 

The Fountas&Pinnell

A Tool for Assessment, Planning, and Teaching

Continuum
Literacy

Expanded E D I T I O N

ContinuumContinuum

GOAL

Understand that dialogue should add to the meaning of the story and add interest.

RATIONALE

When children notice how writers use dialogue to reveal a character’s feelings and make the 
writing more interesting, they begin to think about ways to include dialogue in their own writing.

ASSESS LEARNING

w Notice evidence that children understand that dialogue should have a purpose.

w Observe whether children are using dialogue in a purposeful way.

w Observe for evidence that children can use vocabulary such as talking, interesting, 
and purpose.

MINILESSON

To help children understand that dialogue is purposeful in that it adds meaning or 
makes the writing more interesting, use mentor texts. Here is an example.

w Show and read pages 44–45 of Elephants Cannot Dance!

Elephant says AND TRIED again and again on these pages. Why do 
you think Mo Willems decided to have Elephant say the same thing so 
many times?

w Guide the conversation so children recognize that the writer used talking to 
show the reader that Elephant is frustrated because he cannot dance and that 
the dialogue provides more interest than writing Elephant is frustrated.

w Show and read pages 17–18 of Knuffl e Bunny: A Cautionary Tale.

Why do you think Mo Willems wrote what Daddy and Trixie say?

w Talk about how Daddy does not understand why Trixie is upset because he 
does not yet know that they left Knuffl e Bunny behind. Trixie is trying to 
express that there is a problem, so Mo Willems shows that she is crying very 
loudly to get Daddy’s attention.

w Show and read pages 35–36 of Knuffl e Bunny: A Case of Mistaken Identity.

Why did Mo Willems have Trixie and Sonja saying these words to 
each other?

w Help children understand that the words show how the characters are feeling.

A writer adds talking to a story for a reason. The writer might want to show 
how the people are feeling. The writer might want to make the story more 
interesting. The writer might want to show what is happening in the story.

376
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S
ection 6

: C
raft 

377Umbrella 2: Adding Dialogue to Writing

Add �a��i�g �o ma�e your
w�i�i�g m�r� i�t�r���i�g.

T�e t�r�e f�i�nds a�e �avi�g a pic�ic.

“I love pic�ic�,” �aid E�i.

“Me ��o. W�a�’s i� t�e ba�k��?” a�ked Vivia�.

“L�t’s open i� a�d fi�d ou�,” �aid He�ry.

WML 3
CFT.U2.WML3

Have a Try

Invite children to turn and talk about adding dialogue 
in a purposeful way.

w Show and read the prepared chart.

Turn and talk about what these three friends 
might be saying. Their talking might tell the 
friends’ feelings or what is happening in 
the story. 

w After time for a brief discussion, ask a few 
volunteers to share. Use their ideas to add dialogue.

Summarize and Apply

Summarize the lesson. Remind children to add dialogue 
in a purposeful way. 

What is a way to make your writing more 
interesting?

w Write the principle at the top of the chart.

During writing time, you can add talking to your 
own writing. Remember to include talking that 
shows feelings, is interesting, or tells what is happening in the story. Bring your 
writing to share when we meet later.

Confer

w During independent writing, move around the room to confer briefly with as many individual 
children as time allows. Sit side by side with them and invite them to talk about adding 
dialogue to their books. Use the following prompts as needed.

• What talking can be added to make the story more interesting?

• What could the people in your story say to show what is happening?

• How do you show what the people are saying?

Share

Following independent writing, gather children in the meeting area to share their writing.

Who added talking to your story today? Share what you wrote.

How does the talking show feelings (make the story more interesting, show what 
is happening in the story)?
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GRADE 1 UMBRELLA

S
ection 7: C

onventions

Umbrella 4:  Learning About Punctuation 471

 Learning About Punctuation Umbrella 4

Minilessons in This Umbrella

WML1 Use a period to end a sentence.

WML2 Use a question mark to end a question.

WML3 Use an exclamation point to show something exciting or surprising.

Before Teaching Umbrella 4 Minilessons

Punctuation falls in the category of conventions, but it is also part of the author’s 
craft. Writers carefully choose the punctuation that best expresses the message they 
are communicating. Prior to teaching these minilessons, children should have had 
experiences reading and discussing books with a variety of punctuation marks, 
including periods, question marks, and exclamation points. The minilessons in this 
umbrella use the following books from Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™ Interactive 
Read-Aloud Collection and Shared Reading Collection. However, you can use 
other books from the classroom library. As much as possible, use big books so that 
children can clearly see and identify the punctuation marks.

 Interactive Read-Aloud Collection

Mo Willems: Having Fun with Humor

Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus! 

Shared Reading Collection

The Big, Green, Scary Monster by Judith E. Nayer

As you read and enjoy these texts together, help children

• notice punctuation marks in the text, 

• notice the way your voice changes when you read a sentence that ends with a 
period, question mark, or exclamation point, and 

• talk about the writer’s intention in choosing a particular end mark.

Interactive Read-Aloud 
Mo Willems

Shared Reading
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The Writing Minilessons Book, Grade 1478

Umbrella 4 Learning About Punctuation

Assessment

After you have taught the minilessons in this umbrella, observe children as they 
write. Use The Literacy Continuum (Fountas and Pinnell 2017) to notice, teach for, 
and support children’s learning as you observe their attempts at reading and writing.

w What evidence do you have of new understandings children have developed 
related to punctuation?

• Do children understand the use of periods, question marks, and 
exclamation points?

• Is there evidence children can use vocabulary related to punctuation, such 
as writing, sentence, period, question, question mark, exclamation point,
exciting, and surprising?

w In what ways, beyond the scope of this umbrella, are children understanding the 
purpose of punctuation?

• Are they ready to revise or proofread their writing?

Use your observations to determine the next umbrella you will teach. You may also 
consult Suggested Sequence of Lessons (p. XX) for guidance.

EXTENSIONS FOR LEARNING ABOUT PUNCTUATION

 Teach minilessons that relate to punctuation marks that children notice while reading. If you use The 

Reading Minilessons Book, Grade 1 (Fountas and Pinnell 2019), see SAS.U3: Maintaining Fluency.

 Working with small groups, write the same sentence three times (e.g., We go to the library today), each 

with a di� erent punctuation mark at the end. Read the sentences. Then have children talk in the small 

group about how the sentence changes meaning depending on which punctuation mark is used.

 Help children understand that punctuation is also part of the writer’s cra� . As you read with children, 

encourage them to notice periods, question marks, and exclamation points and talk about what 

message the writer sends by choosing each type of end mark.

 Use shared writing to make other statements, questions, or exclamations related to content children 

are learning. Post each chart and encourage children to continue adding to it.
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GRADE 1 MINILESSON

WML 1
LA.U1.RML1

Writing Minilesson Principle 

Placeholder.
WML 3
CNV.U4.WML3

476 The Writing Minilessons Book, Grade 1

WML 3
CNV.U4.WML3

Writing Minilesson Principle

Use an exclamation point to show something exciting 
or surprising.

Learning About 
Punctuation

You Will Need

w several familiar books that have 
exclamation points, such as the 
following:

 Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the 
Bus! by Mo Willems, from Text 
Set: Mo Willems: Having Fun 
with Humor

 The Big, Green, Scary Monster 
by Judith E. Nayer, from Shared 
Reading Collection

w chart paper and markers

w highlighting tape (optional)

Academic Language / 
Important Vocabulary

w writing

w exclamation point

w exciting

w surprising

Continuum Connection

w Notice the use of punctuation 
marks in books and try them out 
in one’s own writing (p. 255) 

w Use periods, exclamation marks, 
and question marks as end marks 
(p. 255)

GOAL

Understand that writers put an exclamation point at the end of a sentence to show something 
exciting or surprising.

RATIONALE

When children recognize that exclamation points convey meaning, they learn that they can 
show emphasis in their own writing by adding exclamation points to the end of sentences.

ASSESS LEARNING

w Notice evidence that children understand that an exclamation point signifies something 
exciting or surprising.

w Observe whether children are using exclamation points in their own writing.

w Look for evidence that children can use vocabulary such as writing, exclamation point,
exciting, and surprising.

MINILESSON

To help children understand the minilesson principle, engage them in a discussion 
about why writers use exclamation points and how they will use them in their own 
writing. Here is an example.

w Show and read pages 14–16 of Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus! making 
sure to read each sentence with emphasis.

What do you notice about the end of these sentences?

w As children identify each exclamation point, point underneath it. 

This is an exclamation point. Say that with me: exclamation point.

Why do you think the writer decided to add an exclamation point at the end 
of this sentence?

w Guide the conversation, helping children recognize that the exclamation points 
show that the pigeon is using a strong voice. Use the following prompts as needed.

• When do writers use this mark?

• What does this mark tell the reader?

• When will you write an exclamation point?

w Show and read page 3 of The Big, Green, Scary Monster. Have children reread 
the sentences with exclamation points, pointing under each word as you read.

Who would like to point to (highlight) the exclamation points?

Write an exclamation point at the end of a sentence when you want to 
show something exciting or surprising. When you are reading and you 
come to an exclamation point, use a strong voice. 

476
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S
ection 7: C

onventions

WML 1
LA.U1.RML1

Writing Minilesson Principle 

Placeholder.
WML 3
CNV.U4.WML3

477Umbrella 4:  Learning About Punctuation 

Use an exclamation point
to show something

exciting or surprising.

Look what I made

You won’t believe how

this works

Listen to the funny noise

Slurp  Slurp

Have a Try

Invite children to add exclamation points by having them 
make exclamations about something they are working on 
(e.g., something they made in the creation station).

What is something surprising or exciting you 
could say about something you made? 

w Ask a volunteer to suggest an exclamation. Write it 
on the chart paper.

Who can add an exclamation point?

w Read the exclamation together as you point under 
the words. Emphasize using strong voices. Repeat 
with several more volunteers.

Summarize and Apply

Help children summarize the lesson. Remind children to 
add exclamation points to show excitement or surprise 
when they write.

When do you use an exclamation point?

w Write the principle at the top of the chart.

When you are writing, look for a sentence that tells something exciting or 
surprising. Write an exclamation point at the end of that sentence. Bring your 
writing to share when we meet later. 

Confer

w During independent writing, move around the room to confer briefly with as many individual 
children as time allows. Sit side by side with them and invite them to talk about using 
punctuation. Use the following prompts as needed.

• Is there a sentence about something exciting or surprising?

• Where will you put the exclamation point?

• Show me how to use your finger to make an exclamation point in the air. 

• How will this exclamation point help the reader?

Share

Following independent writing, gather children in the meeting area to talk about their writing. 

Did anyone write an exclamation point today? Share what you wrote.
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 GRADES PREK–2

COMPONENTS

YOUR CLASSROOM. THEIR LITERATE LIFE.

Plan Your 
Purchase 
OF THE  
FOUNTAS & PINNELL  
CLASSROOM™ 
SYSTEM

While the benefits of the whole are 
inherent in each of the parts, Fountas 
& Pinnell Classroom™ is designed as a 
coherent system. Each context plays an 
essential role that contributes in different 
ways to every student’s development as a 
reader, writer, and language user. 

Digital  
Components

ONLINE RESOURCES
• Lessons, Cards, Recording Forms, and other 

resources

AUDIO BOOKS
• Shared Reading titles

ASSESSMENT TOOLS
• Online Data Management System trial

• Reading Record App for iPad® (separate purchase)

PROFESSIONAL LEARNING TOOLS
• Professional Development Video Library

• Fountas & Pinnell Literacy™ Community

DIGITAL EDITIONS (SEPARATE PURCHASE)
• The Literacy Continuum

• Prompting Guides

• Literacy Beginnings

• The Reading Minilessons eBooks

• The Writing Minilessons eBooks

Instructional   
Context  

Pre- 
Kindergarten Kindergarten Grade 1 Grade 2

INTERACTIVE 
READ-ALOUD

• 120 trade titles

• 120 Lesson Folders

• 25 Inquiry Overview Cards

• Context Collection Guide

• 120 trade titles 

• 120 Lesson Folders

• 25 Inquiry Overview Cards

• Context Collection Guide

• 120 trade titles 

• 120 Lesson Folders

• 25 Inquiry Overview Cards

• Context Collection Guide

• 120 trade titles 

• 120 Lesson Folders

• 25 Inquiry Overview Cards

• Context Collection Guide

READING 
MINILESSONS

• The Reading Minilessons Book,  
Kindergarten 

• The Reading Minilessons Book,  
Grade 1 

• The Reading Minilessons Book,  
Grade 2 

WRITING 
MINILESSONS

• Joyful Writing in PreK:  
Create. Imagine. Learn

• The Writing Minilessons Book,  
Kindergarten 

• The Writing Minilessons Book,  
Grade 1 

• The Writing Minilessons Book,  
Grade 2  (available June 2022)

SHARED  
READING

AVAILABLE IN 
ENGLISH AND 

SPANISH, PREK–2

• 30 original titles (Big books with 6-copy  
small book sets) 

• 30 Lesson Folders

• Context Collection Guide

• 65 original titles (Big books with  
6-copy small book sets) 

• 65 Lesson Folders

• Context Collection Guide

• 65 original titles (Big books with  
6-copy small book sets) 

• 65 Lesson Folders

• Context Collection Guide

• 30 original titles (Big books with  
6-copy small book sets) 

• 30 Lesson Folders

• Context Collection Guide    

• Words That Sing Poetry Charts, PreK 
(supplemental purchase)

• Words That Sing Poetry Charts,  
Kindergarten (supplemental purchase)

• Words That Sing Poetry Charts, Grade 1 
(supplemental purchase)

• Words That Sing Poetry Charts, Grade 2 
(supplemental purchase)

PHONICS, 
SPELLING,  

WORD STUDY

• Sounds, Letters, and Words in PreK Bundle 
(includes Lesson Book and Ready Resources)

• 100 Lessons (provided in book and folder form) 
and Ready Resources

• 100 Lessons (provided in book and folder form) 
and Ready Resources

• 100 Lessons (provided in book and folder form) 
and Ready Resources

 
GUIDED  

READING

• 200 original titles: levels A–H  
(6 copies each) 

• 200 Lesson Folders

• Context Collection Guide

• 200 original titles: levels A–M  
(6 copies each) 

• 200 Lesson Folders

• Context Collection Guide

• 200 original titles: levels E–P  
(6 copies each) 

• 200 Lesson Folders

• Context Collection Guide

BOOK CLUBS
• 32 trade titles (6 copies each) 

• 32 Discussion Cards

• Context Collection Guide

• 32 trade titles (6 copies each) 

• 32 Discussion Cards

• Context Collection Guide

• 32 trade titles (6 copies each) 

• 32 Discussion Cards

• Context Collection Guide

INDEPENDENT 
READING

• 150 trade titles 

• 150 Conferring Cards

• Context Collection Guide

• 150 trade titles 

• 150 Conferring Cards

• Context Collection Guide

• 150 trade titles 

• 150 Conferring Cards

• Context Collection Guide

PROFESSIONAL 
LEARNING  

TOOLS

• The Literacy Continuum 

• Literacy Beginnings, 3rd Edition

• FPC System Guide, PreK

• The Literacy Continuum 

• Guided Reading, 2nd Ed. 

• Prompting Guides 1 & 2

• Reader’s Notebooks 

• Benchmark Assessment System, 3rd Ed. 

• FPC System Guide, Kindergarten

• The Literacy Continuum 

• Guided Reading, 2nd Ed. 

• Prompting Guides 1 & 2

• Reader’s Notebooks 

• Benchmark Assessment System, 3rd Ed. 

• FPC System Guide, Grade 1

• The Literacy Continuum 

• Guided Reading, 2nd Ed. 

• Prompting Guides 1 & 2

• Reader’s Notebooks 

• Benchmark Assessment System, 3rd Ed. 

• FPC System Guide, Grade 2
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Instructional   
Context  

Pre- 
Kindergarten Kindergarten Grade 1 Grade 2

INTERACTIVE 
READ-ALOUD

• 120 trade titles

• 120 Lesson Folders

• 25 Inquiry Overview Cards

• Context Collection Guide

• 120 trade titles 

• 120 Lesson Folders

• 25 Inquiry Overview Cards

• Context Collection Guide

• 120 trade titles 

• 120 Lesson Folders

• 25 Inquiry Overview Cards

• Context Collection Guide

• 120 trade titles 

• 120 Lesson Folders

• 25 Inquiry Overview Cards

• Context Collection Guide

READING 
MINILESSONS

• The Reading Minilessons Book,  
Kindergarten 

• The Reading Minilessons Book,  
Grade 1 

• The Reading Minilessons Book,  
Grade 2 

WRITING 
MINILESSONS

• Joyful Writing in PreK:  
Create. Imagine. Learn

• The Writing Minilessons Book,  
Kindergarten 

• The Writing Minilessons Book,  
Grade 1 

• The Writing Minilessons Book,  
Grade 2  (available June 2022)

SHARED  
READING

AVAILABLE IN 
ENGLISH AND 

SPANISH, PREK–2

• 30 original titles (Big books with 6-copy  
small book sets) 

• 30 Lesson Folders

• Context Collection Guide

• 65 original titles (Big books with  
6-copy small book sets) 

• 65 Lesson Folders

• Context Collection Guide

• 65 original titles (Big books with  
6-copy small book sets) 

• 65 Lesson Folders

• Context Collection Guide

• 30 original titles (Big books with  
6-copy small book sets) 

• 30 Lesson Folders

• Context Collection Guide    

• Words That Sing Poetry Charts, PreK 
(supplemental purchase)

• Words That Sing Poetry Charts,  
Kindergarten (supplemental purchase)

• Words That Sing Poetry Charts, Grade 1 
(supplemental purchase)

• Words That Sing Poetry Charts, Grade 2 
(supplemental purchase)

PHONICS, 
SPELLING,  

WORD STUDY

• Sounds, Letters, and Words in PreK Bundle 
(includes Lesson Book and Ready Resources)

• 100 Lessons (provided in book and folder form) 
and Ready Resources

• 100 Lessons (provided in book and folder form) 
and Ready Resources

• 100 Lessons (provided in book and folder form) 
and Ready Resources

 
GUIDED  

READING

• 200 original titles: levels A–H  
(6 copies each) 

• 200 Lesson Folders

• Context Collection Guide

• 200 original titles: levels A–M  
(6 copies each) 

• 200 Lesson Folders

• Context Collection Guide

• 200 original titles: levels E–P  
(6 copies each) 

• 200 Lesson Folders

• Context Collection Guide

BOOK CLUBS
• 32 trade titles (6 copies each) 

• 32 Discussion Cards

• Context Collection Guide

• 32 trade titles (6 copies each) 

• 32 Discussion Cards

• Context Collection Guide

• 32 trade titles (6 copies each) 

• 32 Discussion Cards

• Context Collection Guide

INDEPENDENT 
READING

• 150 trade titles 

• 150 Conferring Cards

• Context Collection Guide

• 150 trade titles 

• 150 Conferring Cards

• Context Collection Guide

• 150 trade titles 

• 150 Conferring Cards

• Context Collection Guide

PROFESSIONAL 
LEARNING  

TOOLS

• The Literacy Continuum 

• Literacy Beginnings, 3rd Edition

• FPC System Guide, PreK

• The Literacy Continuum 

• Guided Reading, 2nd Ed. 

• Prompting Guides 1 & 2

• Reader’s Notebooks 

• Benchmark Assessment System, 3rd Ed. 

• FPC System Guide, Kindergarten

• The Literacy Continuum 

• Guided Reading, 2nd Ed. 

• Prompting Guides 1 & 2

• Reader’s Notebooks 

• Benchmark Assessment System, 3rd Ed. 

• FPC System Guide, Grade 1

• The Literacy Continuum 

• Guided Reading, 2nd Ed. 

• Prompting Guides 1 & 2

• Reader’s Notebooks 

• Benchmark Assessment System, 3rd Ed. 

• FPC System Guide, Grade 2
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 GRADES 3–6

COMPONENTS

YOUR CLASSROOM. THEIR LITERATE LIFE.

Instructional  
Context Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6

INTERACTIVE 
READ-ALOUD

• 120 trade titles

• 120 Lesson Folders

• 25 Inquiry Overview Cards

• Context Collection Guide

• 120 trade titles

• 120 Lesson Folders

• 25 Inquiry Overview Cards

• Context Collection Guide

• 120 trade titles

• 120 Lesson Folders

• 25 Inquiry Overview Cards

• Context Collection Guide

• 120 trade titles

• 120 Lesson Folders

• 25 Inquiry Overview Cards

• Context Collection Guide

READING  
MINILESSONS

• The Reading Minilessons Book, Grade 3 • The Reading Minilessons Book, Grade 4 • The Reading Minilessons Book, Grade 5  
• The Reading Minilessons Book, Grade 6  

WRITING  
MINILESSONS

• The Writing Minilessons Book, Grade 3  
(available June 2022)

• The Writing Minilessons Book, Grade 4  
(available June 2023)

• The Writing Minilessons Book, Grade 5  
(available June 2023)

• The Writing Minilessons Book, Grade 6 
 (available June 2023)

SHARED  
READING

• 30 original titles (Big books with  
6-copy small book sets)

• 30 Lesson Folders

• Context Collection Guide

• Online Resources 

• Specific enlarged text opportunities for shared 
and performance reading in IRA, GR and BC 
lessons 

• Online Resources 

• Specific enlarged text opportunities for shared and  
performance reading in IRA, GR and BC lessons 

• Online Resources 

• Specific enlarged text opportunities for shared and performance 
reading in IRA, GR and BC lessons 

PHONICS,  
SPELLING, 

WORD STUDY

• 100 Lessons (provided in book and folder form) 
and Ready Resources

• 105 Lessons (provided in book and folder form) 
and Ready Resources

• 105 Lessons (provided in book and folder form)  
and Ready Resources

• 105 Lessons (provided in book and folder form)  
and Ready Resources

GUIDED  
READING

• 200 original titles: levels I-S  
(6 copies each)      

• 200 Lesson Folders

• Context Collection Guide

• 180 original titles: levels N-V  
(6 copies each)      

• 180 Lesson Folders

• Context Collection Guide

• 170 original titles: levels Q-Z (6 copies each)      

• 170 Lesson Folders

• Context Collection Guide

• 150 original titles: levels T-Z (6 copies each)      

• 150 Lesson Folders

• Context Collection Guide

BOOK CLUBS • 32 trade titles (6 copies each)

• 32 Discussion Cards

• Context Collection Guide

• 48 trade titles (6 copies each)

• 48 Discussion Cards

• Context Collection Guide

• 48 trade titles (6 copies each)

• 48 Discussion Cards

• Context Collection Guide

• 48 trade titles (6 copies each)

• 48 Discussion Cards

• Context Collection Guide

INDEPENDENT 
READING

• 200 trade titles

• 200 Conferring Cards

• Context Collection Guide

• 200 trade titles

• 200 Conferring Cards

• Context Collection Guide

• 200 trade titles

• 200 Conferring Cards

• Context Collection Guide

• 200 trade titles

• 200 Conferring Cards

• Context Collection Guide

PROFESSIONAL 
LEARNING  

TOOLS

• The Literacy Continuum 

• Guided Reading, 2nd Ed.  

• Prompting Guides 1 & 2

• Reader's Notebooks

• Benchmark Assessment System, 3rd Ed. 

• FPC System Guide, Grade 3

• The Literacy Continuum 

• Guided Reading, 2nd Ed.

• Prompting Guides 1 & 2

• Reader's Notebooks

• Benchmark Assessment System,  
3rd Ed. 

• FPC System Guide, Grade 4

• The Literacy Continuum 

• Guided Reading, 2nd Ed.

• Prompting Guides 1 & 2

• Reader's Notebooks

• Benchmark Assessment System, 3rd Ed. 

• FPC System Guide, Grade 5

• The Literacy Continuum 

• Guided Reading, 2nd Ed. 

• Prompting Guides 1 & 2

• Reader’s Notebooks 

• Benchmark Assessment System, 3rd Ed. 

• FPC System Guide, Grade 6
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Instructional  
Context Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6

INTERACTIVE 
READ-ALOUD

• 120 trade titles

• 120 Lesson Folders

• 25 Inquiry Overview Cards

• Context Collection Guide

• 120 trade titles

• 120 Lesson Folders

• 25 Inquiry Overview Cards

• Context Collection Guide

• 120 trade titles

• 120 Lesson Folders

• 25 Inquiry Overview Cards

• Context Collection Guide

• 120 trade titles

• 120 Lesson Folders

• 25 Inquiry Overview Cards

• Context Collection Guide

READING  
MINILESSONS

• The Reading Minilessons Book, Grade 3 • The Reading Minilessons Book, Grade 4 • The Reading Minilessons Book, Grade 5  
• The Reading Minilessons Book, Grade 6  

WRITING  
MINILESSONS

• The Writing Minilessons Book, Grade 3  
(available June 2022)

• The Writing Minilessons Book, Grade 4  
(available June 2023)

• The Writing Minilessons Book, Grade 5  
(available June 2023)

• The Writing Minilessons Book, Grade 6 
 (available June 2023)

SHARED  
READING

• 30 original titles (Big books with  
6-copy small book sets)

• 30 Lesson Folders

• Context Collection Guide

• Online Resources 

• Specific enlarged text opportunities for shared 
and performance reading in IRA, GR and BC 
lessons 

• Online Resources 

• Specific enlarged text opportunities for shared and  
performance reading in IRA, GR and BC lessons 

• Online Resources 

• Specific enlarged text opportunities for shared and performance 
reading in IRA, GR and BC lessons 

PHONICS,  
SPELLING, 

WORD STUDY

• 100 Lessons (provided in book and folder form) 
and Ready Resources

• 105 Lessons (provided in book and folder form) 
and Ready Resources

• 105 Lessons (provided in book and folder form)  
and Ready Resources

• 105 Lessons (provided in book and folder form)  
and Ready Resources

GUIDED  
READING

• 200 original titles: levels I-S  
(6 copies each)      

• 200 Lesson Folders

• Context Collection Guide

• 180 original titles: levels N-V  
(6 copies each)      

• 180 Lesson Folders

• Context Collection Guide

• 170 original titles: levels Q-Z (6 copies each)      

• 170 Lesson Folders

• Context Collection Guide

• 150 original titles: levels T-Z (6 copies each)      

• 150 Lesson Folders

• Context Collection Guide

BOOK CLUBS • 32 trade titles (6 copies each)

• 32 Discussion Cards

• Context Collection Guide

• 48 trade titles (6 copies each)

• 48 Discussion Cards

• Context Collection Guide

• 48 trade titles (6 copies each)

• 48 Discussion Cards

• Context Collection Guide

• 48 trade titles (6 copies each)

• 48 Discussion Cards

• Context Collection Guide

INDEPENDENT 
READING

• 200 trade titles

• 200 Conferring Cards

• Context Collection Guide

• 200 trade titles

• 200 Conferring Cards

• Context Collection Guide

• 200 trade titles

• 200 Conferring Cards

• Context Collection Guide

• 200 trade titles

• 200 Conferring Cards

• Context Collection Guide

PROFESSIONAL 
LEARNING  

TOOLS

• The Literacy Continuum 

• Guided Reading, 2nd Ed.  

• Prompting Guides 1 & 2

• Reader's Notebooks

• Benchmark Assessment System, 3rd Ed. 

• FPC System Guide, Grade 3

• The Literacy Continuum 

• Guided Reading, 2nd Ed.

• Prompting Guides 1 & 2

• Reader's Notebooks

• Benchmark Assessment System,  
3rd Ed. 

• FPC System Guide, Grade 4

• The Literacy Continuum 

• Guided Reading, 2nd Ed.

• Prompting Guides 1 & 2

• Reader's Notebooks

• Benchmark Assessment System, 3rd Ed. 

• FPC System Guide, Grade 5

• The Literacy Continuum 

• Guided Reading, 2nd Ed. 

• Prompting Guides 1 & 2

• Reader’s Notebooks 

• Benchmark Assessment System, 3rd Ed. 

• FPC System Guide, Grade 6



JOIN THE

Fountas & Pinnell Literacytm

Community

fountasandpinnell.com

Fountas & Pinnell Literacy™ 
@FountasandPinnell

Fountas & Pinnell Literacy™ Learning Group 
www.facebook.com/groups/FountasPinnell

@FountasPinnell 
#FPLiteracy

@FountasPinnell 
#fountasandpinnell

For current pricing and order information: 
eFax: 603.547.9917 • fountasandpinnell.com
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http://heinemann.com

