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YOUR CLASSROOM. THEIR LITERATE LIFE.

Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™ (FPC) is a coherent literacy system for prekindergarten 

through grade 6 that is based on responsive teaching using an inquiry-rich, multi-text 

approach across multiple instructional contexts.

Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™ stands apart from reading programs in its commitment 

to the following principles:

A first-of-its-kind system for high-quality, 
classroom-based literacy instruction

PRINCIPLES OF FOUNTAS & PINNELL CLASSROOM™

1 INSTRUCTIONAL COHERENCE 
While the benefits of the whole are inherent in each of the parts, Fountas & Pinnell 
Classroom™ is designed as a coherent system. Each instructional context in the system is 
reciprocally connected to the others, improving student outcomes and creating equitable 
literacy opportunities for all students. The Fountas & Pinnell Literacy Continuum serves as 
the instructional anchor for every lesson, goal, and book in FPC. 

2 RESPONSIVE TEACHING
The moment-to-moment instructional decisions that teachers make, based on their 
observations and analysis of students’ learning behaviors, are honored and supported in 
Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™. In this system, you teach individual readers, not a program. 
Consider each lesson a blueprint for instruction to best support the learners in the 
classroom.

3 MULTI-TEXT APPROACH
Books, lots of authentic books, are at the heart of Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™: exciting 
books to stir imagination; challenging books to lift every reader; and diverse books to 
expand readers’ knowledge of the world. Every book in FPC is carefully written or selected 
to support an instructional context.

4 STUDENT INQUIRY
Children are curious. Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™ allows children’s curiosity to propel 
authentic learning and discovery. As children think across texts, they pursue lines of inquiry 
that interest and engage them as learners, and build knowledge of different topics and 
themes across a range of disciplines.

5 LANGUAGE-BASED
Reading is thinking grounded in text. Students’ talk reflects their thinking. Fountas & 
Pinnell Classroom™ is rich with robust opportunities for varied talk structures within each 
instructional context.

6 TEACHER EXPERTISE
Your knowledge of your students informs responsive teaching. The extensive professional 
learning tools woven into the system help educators develop their craft, strengthen 
instructional decision-making, and deliver high-impact literacy instruction.

INTRODUCING
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YOUR CLASSROOM is a place where students learn how to read, write, and expand all of their 

language skills, but it is much more.  It is a place where they learn how to be confident, 

self-determined, curious, kind, and literate members of a community. 

Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™ provides the opportunity  for students to: 

•  see themselves reflected in the books they read and write about 

• grow as thoughtful users of literacy 

• engage in real reading, writing, and thinking 

and for teachers to: 

• work at the cutting edge of students’ learning 

• support independence and student agency 

•  understand the critical role of responsive teaching in leading literacy learning forward.

GUIDED READING

BOOK CLUBS

PHONICS/
WORD STUDY

SHARED READINGINDEPENDENT READING

INTERACTIVE 
READ-ALOUD

READING 
MINILESSONS

Lift students’ learning beyond  

the walls of the classroom with 

texts and a blueprint for teaching.
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Instruction in 
Your Fountas 
& Pinnell 
Classroom™
Comprehensive 
resources for a 
systematic approach 
to literacy learning

Ignite learning with thousands 
of student texts, lessons, and 
resources within these major 
instructional contexts:

WHOLE-GROUP TEACHING
1. Interactive Read-Aloud

2. Shared Reading

3. Reading Minilessons

4. Phonics, Spelling, and  
Word Study 

SMALL-GROUP TEACHING
5. Guided Reading

6. Book Clubs/Literature 
Discussion

INDEPENDENT LEARNING
7. Independent Reading

EACH GRADE LEVEL (K–6) 
ALSO INCLUDES:
• Essential Questions and 

Inquiry-Based Learning 
Opportunities

• Professional Learning Tools

• Writing About Reading

• Interactive Writing

• Shared Writing

• Assessment

• Digital Resources

EFFECTIVE READING INSTRUCTION  involves a 

combination of powerful instructional settings. This 

sampler focuses on BOOK CLUBS/LITERATURE 

DISCUSSION, which takes place in small groups. 

The Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™ Book Club 

Collections are carefully curated and allow children 

to exchange ideas with their peers and co-construct 

richer understandings of text. As they bring together 

much of their learning in this context, students find a 

sense of agency.

BOOK CLUBS/ 
LITERATURE 
DISCUSSION
An authentic opportunity to bring 
students together for in-depth 
discussion of a captivating trade 
book they have read in order to 
extend thinking and learn about themselves as readers.

• 32 titles per grade K–3

• 48 titles per grade 4–6

• Discussion card per title

• Inquiry Overview Card per text set

CONTEXT IN FOCUS
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SHARED READING
An exquisite collection of 
original texts (enlarged, 
accompanying small versions, 
and audio books) that 
nurture students’ abilities 
to construct meaning in a 
supported context so they 
can enjoy reading and learn 
critical concepts of how texts 
work.

• 200 titles with lesson folder 
and audiobook per title 
spanning grades PreK–3

• Specific enlarged text 
opportunities for shared 
and performance reading in 
IRA, GR, and BC lessons 
per grade 4–6

INTERACTIVE 
READ-ALOUD
A collection of the very 
best age-appropriate, 
grade-appropriate trade 
books to promote the joy 
of reading, expand vocab-
ulary, and nurture the 
ability to think, talk, and 
write about texts that fully 
engage students’ interest.

• 120 titles per grade PreK–6

• Lesson folder per 
title

•  Inquiry Overview 
Card per text set

READING  
MINILESSONS
The Reading Minilessons 
Book provides brief, 
focused and practi cal 
whole-class lessons on 
the topics of Management, 
Literary Analysis, 
Strategies and Skills, and 
Writing About Reading.

• One book of  
minilessons  
per grade  
K–6

PHONICS, SPELLING,  
AND WORD STUDY
Explicit lessons for whole-
group instruction and 
individual, partner, or 
small-group application 
that help students explore, 
attend to, learn about, and 
efficiently use sounds, 
letters, and words.

• 100 lessons per grade K–3

• 105 lessons in grade 4

• Lesson folder per lesson

• In development for grades 5 
and 6

INDEPENDENT  
READING
A carefully curated collection 
of authentic children’s 
literature that provides the 
opportunity for students to 
develop tastes as readers and 
to read a large number of self-
selected books independently. 
With accompanying conferring 
cards, you can make specific 
teaching points in brief 
conferences that lead the 
individual reader forward.

• 150 titles per grade K–2

• 200 titles per grade 3–6

• Conferring card per 
title

GUIDED READING
The most powerful and 
engaging authentic, 
original books to build 
each student’s ability to 
process increasingly chal-
lenging texts with fluency 
and comprehension. Build 
a rich guided reading 
collection over time with:

• 1,300 titles spanning 
grades K–6

• Lesson folder per title

Book Clubs/Literature Discussion is only one instructional context 

that contributes to a student’s literacy growth. Explore the other 

FPC instructional contexts at www.fountasandpinnell.com/fpc



The classroom environment helps transform learning—where the walls fade away 

to a world of opportunity beyond.
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STRUCTURE OF A BOOK CLUB

BEFORE 
READING

Introduce the titles from the set of selections to the class. Form book club 
groups based on students’ preferences. Make a schedule so students 
know when they will meet.

INDEPENDENT 
READING OF 

THE BOOK

Students read the text individually. If particular students are not able to 
read the text independently, you may need to read the text to them or 
make an audio-recording available.

BOOK CLUB 
DISCUSSION

When all students in a group have finished reading or listening to the 
book, bring them together for a discussion. Discussion is facilitated by the 
teacher, but the goal over time is for students to initiate the talk, respond 
to others in the group, and add to each other’s ideas using evidence from 
the text or personal experiences to build a rich understanding.

GROUP 
EVALUATION

At the end of the discussion, students self-evaluate their book club on 
characteristics such as turn-taking and preparation. They talk about what 
they will work on.

YOUR CLASSROOM. THEIR LITERATE LIFE.

Planning for Book Clubs in Your Classroom

A Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™ 
becomes a space where learning comes 
alive—a space where books propel 
students’ learning and high-impact 
teaching increases the efficiency and 
effectiveness of instruction.

The design of the classroom supports 
the building of community. Preparing 
your Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™ 
means taking into account whole-group, 
small-group, and independent learning 
that, with high-impact teaching, enable 
students to:

• grow as thoughtful users of literacy

• see themselves reflected in the books 
they read and write about

• learn how to be confident, curious, 
kind, and literate members of a 
community.

Create a literacy learning environment rich with opportunity

Organizing for  
Book Clubs 

Book clubs can take place 
anywhere in your classroom 
where there is room for small 
groups of children to sit, either 
in a circle of chairs or in a circle 
on the floor, and discuss books 
together. Designate a shelf 
in your resource area where 
you can store the books and 
discussion cards together for 
easy access.

©2018 by Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell from The Literacy Quick Guide, Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.

ACTIVATE STUDENT AGENCY
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Texts and Instruction for Book Clubs

Activate student agency and connect 
learning with books that stir captivating 
discussion 
Book Clubs provide an authentic opportunity for children to apply many of the 
literacy behaviors and understandings that they have learned through other 
instructional contexts: thinking within, beyond, and about a text; listening and 
understanding; interacting socially; engaging in extended discussions; and more. As 
they bring together much of their learning in this one context, children find a sense 
of agency. The experience of exchanging ideas with their peers and co-constructing 
richer understandings of texts is genuinely rewarding. 

The Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™ Book Clubs Collection includes 32 or 48 titles 
per grade organized into text sets, allowing teachers to conduct book clubs 
approximately once per month throughout the school year. The four books in 
each text set are connected by genre, theme, topic, author, or illustrator. The 
books also relate to titles in other instructional contexts, such as Interactive 
Read-Aloud, Shared Reading, and Independent Reading, allowing children to 
make connections among texts throughout Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™. 
A discussion card is included for each Book Club title for teachers to support 
discussion with groups of readers.

n Small-group instruction

n  During book clubs, children discuss a book that they have all read or 
listened to

n  Texts may be at or beyond children’s independent 
reading level

n  Children meet to talk about the text and share 
their thinking 

n  Instructional focus is on constructing meaning 
through language and print.

CHARACTERISTICS 
AND BENEFITS OF 
BOOK CLUBS

During book clubs, 
children: 

1. Sit in a circle on the 
floor or in chairs to 
discuss the text.

2. Learn to take turns 
and give their 
opinion.

3. Learn to listen to 
others and ask 
questions.

4. All turn to the 
page that is being 
discussed.

5. Learn to support their 
thinking by showing 
information in the 
book.

6. Look at the pictures.

7. Talk about how the 
book club went. 

Book Clubs At A Glance

Book Clubs
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A place for everything
Your Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™ Book Club Collection stays 
organized and shareable in functional, durable containers. 

RESOURCES

YOUR CLASSROOM. THEIR LITERATE LIFE.

Put 
Book 
Clubs
into
Action

Books are sometimes 
related to the text 
sets in Interactive 
Read-Aloud, focusing 
on genres, authors, 
themes, or topics 
that are common to 
both instructional 
contexts.

USING TEXTS 
AMONG SEVERAL 
CLASSROOMS 

You may be sharing 
your texts and 
the accompanying 
discussion cards 
with a team of fellow 
teachers. Consult the 
Fountas & Pinnell 
Classroom™ System 
Guide, for tips and 
ideas to coordinate 
the use of the texts/
discussion cards 
across multiple 
classrooms. 

Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™  
Book Clubs Collection Guide
A brief guide that provides an overview of the components 
and implementation of the FPC Book Clubs Collection. 

Book Club Books
(6 copies of each trade title)

Book clubs provide an authentic opportunity to bring 
students together for in-depth discussion of captivating 
trade books they have self-selected and read. Book 
clubs help students extend thinking, learn more about 
themselves as readers, and grow as thoughtful users 
of literacy. 

Book Club Discussion Cards 
Discussion cards provide an overview of each book feature 
and instructional support to utilize as teachers support 
groups of readers during their discussion. 

Inquiry Overview Cards 
Inquiry Overview Cards (1 per text set) that feature a brief 
overview of the text set, opportunities to think across 
books, or an essential question and big ideas to guide 
thinking and discussion, as well as a menu of projects to 
encourage exploration and inquiry.

FPC Book Club Online Resources
The resources needed for each book club, including:

• Discussion Card     • Video Library

Guide Books Discussion Cards Access

Fountas & Pinnell 
Classroom™ Book 
Clubs Collection 

Guide

Carefully curated collection of  
exquisite trade titles

• 32 titles per grades K–3

• 48 titles per grades 4–6

• 6 copies of each title

• 32 Discussion Cards 
per grades K–3 

• 48 Discussion Cards 
per grades 4–6

• Inquiry Overview 
Card per text set

Online access to 
lesson resources 

by title

Prepare for the Discussion
Tell children when you will be meeting. To prepare for our book club, read or listen to 

the book and think what you want to say about it. Use a sticky note to mark one or two 

places that you want to talk about. 

Discuss the Book
Invite children to share parts of the book they want to talk about, using details 

from illustrations and text to support points made in discussion. Have them 

provide evidence for their thinking. If needed, select from the following prompts 

to support thinking and talking.

Facilitating the Discussion Suggested Prompts

Let’s talk about the important things that 

happened to Miles in this story. Who would like 

to get us started?

◗◗ Who else has something to add to that?

◗◗ What are some other important things that

happened to Miles?

Miles seems pretty excited about going to 

get his first haircut in the beginning, but he 

gradually gets more and more nervous. When 

did you notice him first starting to get worried?

◗◗ How do you know that?

◗◗ Can you take us to a place in the book that

shows that?

Doing new things can be challenging. Have you 

ever had to overcome a fear and try something 

new like this? How did you feel?

◗◗ I like the way you’re connecting Miles’s

experiences to your own. 

◗◗ What are some other connections you had to

the character?

Do you think Miles learned anything from his 

experience? Talk about what you think he 

learned.

◗◗ I see why you would think that. Can you

add more?

◗◗ What might happen the next time Miles is faced

with something scary?

 It seems like Miles was able to overcome his 

fear of getting a haircut in the end. I wonder if 

his dad and the other men in the barbershop 

helped. What do you think?

◗◗ Can you find a passage that shows this?

◗◗ Let’s talk more about that. What are some of the

things that make Miles feel better?

 The title of the book, “Bippity Bop Barbershop” 

is very unique. Do you think it’s a good title for 

this book? Why or why not?

◗◗ Tell me about your thinking.

◗◗ What makes the language in this book different

or unique?

The illustrations in the book are full of 

interesting details about Miles’ neighborhood. 

Who can take us to a place in the book that 

gives an example?

◗◗ Can you show me where that is in the
illustrations?

Evaluate the Discussion
Refer to the goals. Invite children to self-evaluate how well they listened to each other, as 

well as their participation and contribution to helping one another building understanding 

of the book. 

Extend the Discussion: Write About Reading
Miles learned how to be brave in this story. Write a paragraph about a time when you 

learned to overcome your fears. 

© 2019 by Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell from Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann. All rights reserved.

FPC_BC_G2_1pp_BippityBop.indd   2 3/27/2018   1:37:20 PM

Book Clubs

Title
Grade
Author
Illustrator
Genre
Text Set 8

Bippity Bop Barbershop
2
Natasha Anastasia Tarpley
E. B. Lewis
Realistic Fiction
Genre Study: Realistic Fiction

Book Talk
Doing something new for the first time can be exciting, but it can also be scary. In this story, 
a boy named Miles is worried about getting his first haircut—What if the barber accidentally 
cuts off his ear? With the help of his dad, Miles finds a way to overcome his fear.

Summary 
A little boy, Miles, and his father head to the barbershop for Miles’ first haircut. As Miles 
waits, he begins to grow more and more nervous. When it’s his turn, Miles is reminded to be 
brave, but his fear gets the best of him. Dad coaches him through this scary time, and Miles 
overcomes his fear by thinking of his brave dad. He even chooses a haircut just like him. 
Messages
It’s important to try new things, even if they scare you. Family and friends can help you 
get through difficult times.

Important Text Characteristics:
■■ This book is a simple narrative with a straightforward structure, problem, and solution
■■ Content that is appropriate for children’s cognitive development, social and emotional
maturity, and life experiences (community, family relationships, overcoming fears, etc.)
■■ Colorful watercolor illustrations that provide additional detail about characters and setting

Begin numbering this book 
on the left-hand page with 
body text beginning: “Early 
Saturday morning . . .”

Listening and Speaking
■■ Use details from illustrations and text
to support points made in discussion
■■ Actively participate in the give and take
of conversation

Building Deep Understanding
■■ Infer that Miles is growing more and
more nervous about getting his haircut
as the story progresses

Goals
Refer to The Fountas & Pinnell Literacy Continuum for Grade 2 and 
choose appropriate goals. Consider these:

Continuum 
Connection

GRADES  

PreK–8
GRADES  

The Fountas&Pinnell

A Tool for Assessment, Planning, and Teaching

Continuum
Literacy

Expanded E D I T I O N

■■ Tell the important events of a story, and
understand how Miles’ dad helps him
overcome his fear
■■ Compare personal knowledge and
experiences with what is read

Writing About Reading
■■ Write about connections between the
ideas in the text and children’s own life
experiences

© 2019 by Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell from Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann. All rights reserved.
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Online Resources

  

Expand students’ thinking across the year 
with books that spark discussion and inquiry

As a teacher of literacy, you transform the lives of the children 
in your classroom. Now with Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™ 
Interactive Read-Aloud promote the joy of reading, expand 
children’s vocabulary, and increase their ability to think, talk, and 
write about texts that fully engage their interest. 

The Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™ Interactive Read-Aloud 
Collection Guide provides an overview of the components 
and implementation of the Interactive Read-Aloud books and 
lessons. The Interactive Read-Aloud collection—the foundation 
for literacy instruction—is comprised of 120 fiction and non-
fiction books organized into 25 text sets that reflect a global 
perspective with a diversity of characters, settings, and 
topics. Each text set contains four to six high-quality picture 
books with engaging illustrations that represent a variety 
of authors and illustrators, topics, genres, themes, and text 
structures. 

Ignite learning with these Interactive Read-Aloud resources:

   120 Interactive Read-Aloud Books (organized into 
25 text sets)

   25 Inquiry Overview Cards (one per text set)

   120 Interactive Read-Aloud Lessons

In Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™ learning is rigorous and 
authentic across all instructional contexts. It allows children 
to act as powerful agents in their own learning, and to better 
understand their world and their role as informed global citizens. 
Increase the impact of your literacy instruction by adding/utilizing 
all of the Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™ instructional contexts 
to create a complete, comprehensive and coherent system. 

BENEFITS OF  
INTERACTIVE READ-ALOUD  

Through interactive read-aloud  
children can:

   Connect to the lives of others and 
their world.

   Build and develop ideas as a 
community.

   Engage in meaningful 
conversation.

   Deepen comprehension.

   Expand knowledge and 
vocabulary through listening and 
talking.

   Be exposed to complex language 
patterns.

   Make connections between texts.

   Study characteristics of different 
genres.

The Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™ 

Book Clubs Collection Guide 2

G
R

A
D

E

Collection Guide
Book Clubs

Fountas & Pinnell

CLASSROOM

www.fountasandpinnel l .com
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 KINDERGARTEN CARD

Book Clubs

Title
Grade
Author/
Illustrator
Genre
Text Set 7

Where The Wild Things Are
Kindergarten

Maurice Sendak
Fantasy
Understanding Feelings

Book Talk
In this book, a boy named Max gets in trouble for acting wild, and he imagines himself 
traveling to a faraway land. Look at the monster on the cover. There are all kinds of fun, 
wild monsters in this book. Max has to decide whether to stay with them or return home. 

Summary 
When Max gets sent to his room for being wild, he travels to a faraway land inhabited 
by monsters who sing, roar, dance, and swing from the trees. Max enjoys being wild for 
awhile, but he misses home, and returns to his bedroom to find a warm meal waiting  
for him.

Messages
Sometimes families argue but they still love each other. It’s nice to come home.  

Important Text Characteristics:
■■ Story in narrative form with a beginning, a middle of several episodes, and a happy ending
■■ Themes that are familiar to children (home, family, feelings)
■■ Colorful illustrations that convey the world of Max’s imagination

Begin numbering this 
book on the left-hand 
page with body text 
beginning: “The night 
Max wore his wolf  
suit . . .”

Listening and Speaking
■■ Speak at appropriate volume
■■ Take turns when speaking

Building Deep Understanding 
■■ Infer that Max’s imagination creates the
land of the wild things

Goals
Refer to The Fountas & Pinnell Literacy Continuum for Grade K and 
choose appropriate goals. Consider these:

Continuum 
Connection

GRADES  

PreK–8
GRADES  

The Fountas&Pinnell

A Tool for Assessment, Planning, and Teaching

Continuum
Literacy

Expanded E D I T I O N

■■ Understand that Max’s world is a place
where he doesn’t have to follow any rules,
but in the end he misses his home and
comes back

Writing About Reading 
■■ Draw or write to show understanding of 
the book 

© 2019 by Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell from Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann. All rights reserved.
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A CLOSER LOOK Book Clubs DISCUSSION CARD     

Spark children’s 
interest and help 
readers decide 
which text they 
want to read with 
the Book Talk, a 
brief introduction 
(teaser of sorts) to 
the book. 

Enhance facilitation and 
meaningful conversation 
by reading the Summary, 
which provides a quick 
refresher of the book’s 
plot or critical information. 

Choose or modify the 
teaching Goals (align 
to The Literacy 
Continuum) to match 
the learning needs of 
students. 

Familiarize yourself 
with the Important 
Text Characteristics, 
which you may want to 
draw students’ 
attention to during the 
discussion.

Note the Message(s) to 
reinforce or convey the main/
big ideas of the text. 
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KINDERGARTEN DISCUSSION CARD

Prepare for the Discussion
Tell children when you will be meeting. To prepare for our book club, read or listen to 
the book and think what you want to say about it. Use a sticky note to mark one or two 
pages that you want to talk about.

Facilitating the Discussion Suggested Prompts

The cover of this book really caught my 
attention. What’s happening here? 

◗◗ Who can start us off?

◗◗ Does anyone else have something to share?

Who can talk about why Max is angry? ◗◗ Can you find some examples?

◗◗ Have you ever felt like that?

The island where Max goes seems like a fun 
place. What do you think about the island? 
Would you want to go there?

◗◗ Say more about what you mean.

◗◗ What can you learn from the illustrations?

Max is enjoying the Wild Things, but then he 
decides to go home. What happens that makes 
him want to leave?

◗◗ Can you tell more about that?

◗◗ Does anyone see it another way?

Who do you think puts Max’s supper on the
table? Does Max’s mom love him, even though
she sent him to his room?

◗◗ What makes you think that?

◗◗ What do others think about that?

Evaluate the Discussion
Refer to the goals. Invite children to self-evaluate how well they took turns speaking, as 
well as their participation and contribution to helping one another building understanding 
of the book. 

Extend the Discussion: Write About Reading
Draw or write about a part of the story you really like.  

Discuss the Book
Invite children to share parts of the book they want to talk about. Remind them 
to speak at an appropriate volume and take turn when speaking. If needed, select 
from the following prompts to support thinking and talking. 

© 2019 by Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell from Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann. All rights reserved.
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YOUR CLASSROOM. THEIR LITERATE LIFE.

Draw children’s attention 
to the book’s genre, 
structure, and 
characteristics during 
the discussion.

Propel student agency by 
encouraging groups to 
Summarize and Evaluate 
their discussion and 
brainstorm enhancements 
to future book clubs. 

Guide group conversation 
with prompts to support 
and extend students’ 
thinking and Discussion. 
Each prompt is open-ended 
to promote higher-level 
thinking, encourage 
students to share varying 
interpretations and develop 
content knowledge from 
informational texts rather 
than simply replying with 
right-or-wrong responses. 

Encourage students to expand 
and Extend their thinking about 
the book through writing in the 
Reader’s Notebook. 



9

 GRADE 1 CARD

Book Clubs

Title
Grade
Author
Illustrator
Genre
Text Set 7

Beatrice Doesn’t Want To
1
Laura Numeroff
Lynn Munsinger
Animal Fantasy
Humorous Stories

Book Talk 
There’s Beatrice on the cover. Listen to the title of the book, Beatrice Doesn’t Want To. 
Beatrice does not like books, reading, and especially the library. For three days, her  
brother Henry goes to the library and she must come along. On the last day, something 
surprising happens.  

Summary 
Henry has to look after his little sister, Beatrice, three days in a row. He also has to work 
on his dinosaur report at the library. But Beatrice doesn’t like books and she hates the 
library. She does her best to distract Henry, until she hears the librarian reading a book 
aloud. Beatrice realizes she likes books after all, and when Henry is ready to leave, she’s 
enjoying the library so much that she doesn’t want to leave. 

Messages 
Try something before you make up your mind about it. Be open to new experiences.

Important Text Characteristics 
■■ Simple plot with a clearly stated problem and a satisfying resolution
■■ Familiar setting (library) close to children’s experience
■■ Exuberant, colorful, illustrations that enhance the meaning of the text

Begin numbering this 
book on the left-hand 
page showing the  
dog sitting with  
arms crossed. 

© 2019 by Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell from Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann. All rights reserved.

Listening and Speaking 
■■ Compare personal knowledge and
experiences with what is heard
■■ Provide at least one reason for agreement
with an idea or opinion

Building Deep Understanding 
■■ Understand the message of the story 
(an open mind is important)
■■ Infer character traits from story events
(Beatrice can be stubborn)

Goals
Refer to The Fountas & Pinnell Literacy Continuum for Grade 1 and 
choose appropriate goals. Consider these:

■■ Notice when a character changes or 
learns a lesson (Beatrice learns to be
more open-minded)

Writing About Reading 
■■ Write and draw to show the change in a
character from the beginning of the story 
to the end

Continuum 
Connection

GRADES  

PreK–8
GRADES  

The Fountas&Pinnell

A Tool for Assessment, Planning, and Teaching

Continuum
Literacy

Expanded E D I T I O N
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GRADE 1 DISCUSSION CARD

YOUR CLASSROOM. THEIR LITERATE LIFE.

Prepare for the Discussion
Tell children when you will be meeting. To prepare for our book club, read or listen to 
the book and think what you want to say about it. Use a sticky note to mark one or two 
places that you want to talk about. 

Facilitating the Discussion Suggested Prompts

Who can get us started thinking about what the 
main character, Beatrice, is like?  

◗◗ Talk more about that.

◗◗ Who else has something to share
about Beatrice? 

I noticed on the first page that Beatrice seemed 
stubborn. What else can you tell about what 
Beatrice is like from the pictures?  

◗◗ Did anyone else notice that?

◗◗ What was everyone else’s thinking?

It seemed like Beatrice would never enjoy the 
library, despite Henry’s efforts to convince her. 
What happened to change her feelings? 

◗◗ What part of the story made you think that?

◗◗ Tell more about your thinking.

Who can talk about why Beatrice laughed on 
page 23?

◗◗ Say more about what you mean.

◗◗ Have you ever felt like Beatrice was feeling?

Beatrice didn’t want to leave the library at  
the end. Can you think of a time when you felt 
like her? 

◗◗ What experience from your own life does this
story remind you of? 

◗◗ What are you taking with you from this book?

Evaluate the Discussion
Refer to the goals. Invite children to self-evaluate how well they listened to each other, as 
well as their participation and contribution to helping one another building understanding 
of the book. 

Extend the Discussion: Write About Reading 
Write and draw about how Beatrice felt about the library at the beginning of the story and 
then how she felt about the library at the end of the story. 

Discuss the Book
Invite children to share parts of the book they want to talk about. Remind them 
to provide at least one reason for agreement with an idea or opinion. If needed, 
select from the following prompts to support thinking and talking.

© 2019 by Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell from Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann. All rights reserved.
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 GRADE 2 CARD

A CLOSER LOOK Book Clubs DISCUSSION CARD

Book Clubs

Title
Grade
Author/
Illustrator
Genre
Text Set 1

The Baby Sister
2

Tomie dePaola
Realistic Fiction
Author/Illustrator: 
Tomie dePaola

Book Talk
In this story, the main character, Tomie, is excited to meet his new baby sister, but he’s in 
for a surprise. Find out what happens when his strict grandmother, Nana Fall-River, comes 
to stay with him and the two of them just can’t get along!

Summary 
Tomie is very excited for his mom to have a baby, and is hoping to have a little sister. 
While Tomie’s mom is away in the hospital, Aunt Nell is supposed to take care of him. 
Tomie can’t wait to see Aunt Nell, but then his strict Nana arrives to watch Tomie instead, 
leaving him unhappy and missing his mom. In the end, Tomie has a change of heart, and 
he and Nana Fall-River become friends. When Tomie’s baby sister arrives home, he is the 
happiest boy in the world. 

Messages
Families come together to help out in hard times and celebrate in good times. It can 
sometimes be hard to get along with relatives, but love is always there. 

Important Text Characteristics:
■■ The story is told in a simple narrative form with themes that are familiar to children (family 
relationships, new siblings)
■■ Content features a relationship between Tomie and Nana Fall-River that grows stronger as the
story progresses 
■■ Colorful, detailed illustrations help guide the reader to further understand the plot and setting

Begin numbering this book 
on the right-hand page 
with the text beginning, 
“Tommy had a mother,  
a father . . .”

Listening and Speaking
■■ Listen, respond, and build on the
statements of others
■■ Compare personal knowledge and
experiences with what is heard

Building Deep Understanding
■■ Infer Tomie is excited about becoming
a big brother

Goals
Refer to The Fountas & Pinnell Literacy Continuum for Grade 2 and 
choose appropriate goals. Consider these:

Continuum 
Connection

GRADES  

PreK–8
GRADES  

The Fountas&Pinnell

A Tool for Assessment, Planning, and Teaching

Continuum
Literacy

Expanded E D I T I O N

■■ Understand that Tomie and his Nana 
Fall-River don’t always get along, but they 
still love each other
■■ Recognize details in the illustrations that
show the story is based on real people 
and events

Writing About Reading
■■ Write summaries that include the story’s
main problem and how it is resolved

© 2019 by Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell from Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann. All rights reserved.
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GRADE 2 DISCUSSION CARD

YOUR CLASSROOM. THEIR LITERATE LIFE.

Prepare for the Discussion
Tell children when you will be meeting. To prepare for our book club, read or listen to 
the book and think what you want to say about it. Use a sticky note to mark one or two 
pages that you want to talk about. 

Discuss the Book
Invite children to talk about the book, building on each other’s ideas and 
providing a variety of perspectives. Remind them to listen, respond, and build on 
the statements of others. If needed, select from the following prompts to support 
thinking and talking.

Facilitating the Discussion Suggested Prompts

Who noticed something about the main 
character, Tomie,  that you want to talk about? 

◗◗ Take us to that part of the story.

◗◗ Who can add to that? 

In this story, Tomie is about to become a big 
brother. I wonder how he feels about that. 
What do you think?

◗◗ How can you tell?

◗◗ Can you take us to a part of the story that
shows that? 

I noticed that you can tell a lot about the 
characters from looking at the pictures. What 
do the illustrations tell about how Tommie feels 
about Nana Fall-River? 

◗◗ Let’s talk more about that. How do the 
illustrations show their relationship from the
beginning to the end of the book?

On page 22, Tomie says, “Let’s be friends, 
Nana.” Why do you think he said that? 

◗◗ Can you say more about why you think that?

Tomie seems like he feels differently about 
Nana by the end. Did anyone else notice  
that? Why do you think he changed his mind 
about Nana? 

◗◗ Do any of the characters remind you of anyone?

◗◗ I like the way you’re connecting _____ to _____.

Why do you think the writer, Tomie dePaola, 
wrote a book about this particular time in  
his life?

◗◗ What is special about this time in Tomie’s life?

◗◗ What do you think Tomie learned from this
experience?

Evaluate the Discussion
Refer to the goals. Invite children to self-evaluate how well they listened to each other, as 
well as their participation and contribution to helping one another building understanding of 
the book. 

Extend the Discussion: Write About Reading
Write a paragraph that explains how Tomie and Nana Fall-River’s relationship changes by the 
end of the story, and why it changes.   

© 2019 by Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell from Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann. All rights reserved.
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 GRADE 3 CARD

A CLOSER LOOK

Book Clubs

Title
Grade
Author
Illustrators

Genre
Text Set 

Shark ATTACK!
Grade 3
Cathy East Dubowski
Malcolm McGregor,  
Peter Dennis
Hybrid Nonfiction
Animals (Nonfiction)

Book Talk
This book is full of stories about real-life encounters with sharks–including people who have 
survived shark attacks and lived to tell the tale. But are sharks really the savage killers 
people think they are, or are they just misunderstood? 

Summary 
Despite the name, this nonfiction chapter book teaches readers about much more than 
shark attacks. Readers will learn facts about different kinds of sharks, how sharks are 
sometimes misunderstood, and how important it is to prevent sharks from becoming 
extinct. Captioned photographs add to readers’ understanding, and stories of real-life shark 
encounters will engage readers even more.  

Messages
Learning about animals can help you better understand them. Each species of animal is 
unique and important in their own way. 

Important Text Characteristics:
■■ Hybrid nonfiction, containing chapters that are expository as well as narrative
■■ Contains detailed illustrations as well as captioned and labeled photographs, designed to give
readers additional information
■■ Resources and organizational tools typical of nonfiction, including Table of Contents, index,
and glossary

Goals
Refer to The Fountas & Pinnell Literacy Continuum for Grade 3 and 
choose appropriate goals. Consider these:

Continuum 
Connection

GRADES  

PreK–8
GRADES  

The Fountas&Pinnell

A Tool for Assessment, Planning, and Teaching

Continuum
Literacy

Expanded E D I T I O N

Listening and Speaking 
■■ Use background knowledge to understand
the topic 
■■ Express opinions and support with 
evidence 

Building Deep Understanding 
■■ Notice and remember information about
the characteristics of different sharks

■■ Use evidence from the text to explain what
makes sharks such good hunters
■■ Give reasons to support thinking about
whether their ideas about sharks have 
changed based on the reading

Writing About Reading 
■■ Write to explain how student’s thinking has
changed about the topic using evidence 
from the text

© 2019 by Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell from Fountas & Pinnell Classroom. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann. All rights reserved.
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GRADE 3 DISCUSSION CARD

YOUR CLASSROOM. THEIR LITERATE LIFE.

Prepare for the Discussion
Tell students when you will be meeting. To prepare for our book club, read or listen to 
the book and think what you want to say about it. Use a sticky note to mark one or two 
pages that you want to talk about.

Discuss the Book
Invite children to talk about the book, building on each other’s ideas and 
providing a variety of perspectives. Remind them to use background knowledge 
to understand the topic. If needed, select from the following prompts to support 
thinking and talking.  

Facilitating the Discussion Suggested Prompts

Let’s look at the cover and talk about the 
photograph and title, Shark ATTACK! What did 
you think this book would be about? 

◗◗ Who has an idea to get us started?

The author gave many examples of real-life 
shark encounters. Talk about why she chose to 
begin the book with the story about Rodney Fox. 

◗◗ What did you talk about?

◗◗ What was everyone else’s thinking?

Were you all surprised on page 16 to learn that 
shark attacks are actually very rare? 

◗◗ What did you already know about this topic?
What was new information for you? 

Pages 36 and 37 give some interesting facts 
about why we need sharks. What else did you 
find interesting? 

◗◗ Can you provide some details from the book?

◗◗ Who else has something to add?

The author gives information about how 
sharks are endangered and how they help 
people. Why do you think the author included 
this information?

◗◗ What is the author’s message?

◗◗ How has your understanding of the
topic changed?

Evaluate the Discussion
Refer to the goals. Invite students to self-evaluate how well they listened to each other, as 
well as their participation and contribution to helping one another building understanding of 
the book. 

Extend the Discussion: Write About Reading
Write to tell how your thinking about sharks has changed after reading this book. Give 
examples from the book to support your thinking.   

© 2019 by Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell from Fountas & Pinnell Classroom. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann. All rights reserved.
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 KINDERGARTEN CARD GRADE 4 CARD

A CLOSER LOOK Book Clubs DISCUSSION CARD

Book Clubs

Title
Grade
Author
Genre
Text Set 7

Sylvia & Aki
4
Winifred Conkling
Fiction/Historical
Historical Fiction

Book Talk
When Aki and her family are sent to a desert camp during World War II just because they 
are Japanese, Sylvia and her family move into their house. But life is hard for this Mexican 
family, too. Read Sylvia & Aki to find out what happens to both families.

Summary
Based on real events and people, this novel alternates between Sylvia’s story and Aki’s. 
When Aki’s family is sent to a Japanese internment camp, Sylvia’s family leases their farm. 
When Sylvia and her brothers are not allowed to register at the same school Aki attends, 
Sylvia’s father sues the schools over the policy. Meanwhile Aki’s family deals with the 
harsh conditions at the camp. The stories come together when Sylvia writes Aki and then 
visits her. Ultimately, Mendez vs. Westminster School District led to the desegregation of 
California schools. 

Messages and Themes 
■■ For a society to be fair or just, all people must be treated fairly or justly. 
■■ It takes courage to persist against tremendous odds. 
■■ It is important to fight discrimination wherever it exists. 
■■ Friendships with people from other cultures and backgrounds enrich us.

Goals
Refer to The Fountas & Pinnell Literacy Continuum for Grade 4 and 
choose appropriate goals. Consider these:

Continuum 
Connection

GRADES  

PreK–8
GRADES  

The Fountas&Pinnell

A Tool for Assessment, Planning, and Teaching

Continuum
Literacy

Expanded E D I T I O N

Listening and Speaking
■■ Monitor your participation and learn how 
to encourage others to participate
■■ Compare and contrast people, places,  
and events 

Building Deep Understanding 
■■ Understand the differences and similarities 
between the two girls’ experiences 

■■ Infer that the fences stand for unjust forms 
of segregation that affect Aki and Sylvia
■■ Understand the time of the setting and why 
a lawsuit against the school was needed

Extend the Discussion
■■ Write to explain the significance of the girls 
exchanging dolls at the end of the book

© 2020 by Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell from Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann. All rights reserved.
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GRADE 4 DISCUSSION CARD

YOUR CLASSROOM. THEIR LITERATE LIFE.

Facilitating the Discussion Suggested Prompts

The author switches from Sylvia’s story to 
Aki’s story and then back again. Is this a good 
way to tell the story?

◗◗ Why or why not? Say more about your thinking.  

◗◗ Does anyone see it another way? 

Talk about the different fences in the book. 
Why do you think the author keeps describing 
them? What big idea is she getting at?

◗◗ Can you say more about that? 

◗◗ Did anyone else think that?

Talk about Sylvia’s sense of connection to Aki 
and how it grows over time.

◗◗ Can you say more about why Sylvia feels  
that way?

◗◗ Who can add to that?

Sylvia and her brothers can go to Westminster 
School if their father will drop the case. What 
do you think of his decision?

◗◗ Do you agree or disagree with their  
father’s decision? 

◗◗ How do you think the author feels about it?

What do you learn from the proverbs at the 
beginning of the chapters? Why do you think 
the author includes them?

◗◗ Can you give a specific example?

◗◗ What do you think the author wants you to take 
with you from this book? 

Evaluate the Discussion
Refer to the goals. Invite students to self-evaluate how well they listened to one another, as 
well as their participation and contribution to helping one another build understanding of  
the book. 

Extend the Discussion: Further Response 
The girls exchange dolls at the end of the book. Why do you think they do that? Write your 
ideas, including details from the story.

B
C5

67
8

Discuss the Book
■◗ Invite students to talk about the book. Remind them to take the group to places in  

 the book they have marked and want to talk about. 
■◗ Facilitate the discussion by guiding students to think about the big ideas in the text.  

 Additional suggestions to guide the discussion are provided below.

Prepare for the Discussion
Tell students that you will meet to discuss the book. To prepare for our book club, read or listen 
to the book. You may want to use sticky notes to mark pages that you want to talk about.

© 2020 by Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell from Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann. All rights reserved.
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 KINDERGARTEN CARD GRADE 5 CARD

Book Clubs DISCUSSION CARD
A CLOSER LOOK

Book Clubs

Title
Grade
Author
Genre
Text Set 11

Brown Girl Dreaming
5
Jacqueline Woodson
Memoir/Free Verse
Author Study: Jacqueline 
Woodson

Book Talk 
How can a collection of poems tell the story of someone’s life? In this memoir, written in 
free verse, Jacqueline Woodson shares what it was like to grow up African American in the 
1960s and 1970s. Read her story through these poems and Brown Girl Dreaming will be a 
book you never forget!

Summary 
Brown Girl Dreaming is a free-verse memoir divided into five parts. Jacqueline is raised in 
both South Carolina and New York City, and she struggles to find a real home in either place. 
Through her poems, she reveals what it is like to be a black girl during the time of Jim Crow 
laws and the Civil Rights Movement. Jacqueline dreams of becoming a writer, and uses this 
gift to capture her memories and tell her story. 

Messages and Themes 
■■ Our families, past and present, shape who we are.
■■ Each of us has a story to tell about our life, shaped by our memories.

Goals
Refer to The Fountas & Pinnell Literacy Continuum for Grade 5 and 
choose appropriate goals. Consider these:

Continuum 
Connection

GRADES  

PreK–8
GRADES  

The Fountas&Pinnell

A Tool for Assessment, Planning, and Teaching

Continuum
Literacy

Expanded E D I T I O N

Listening and Speaking 
■■ Value and encourage diverse perspectives
■■ Add onto the important ideas to extend the 
thinking of the group
■■ Change and refocus the discussion as needed

Building Deep Understanding 
■■ Infer the significance that our memories help 
shape the story of our lives
■■ Understand that Jacqueline’s journey is 
written in a chronological sequence of  
poems shaped by her memories of growing 
up as an African American girl during the  
Civil Rights Movement

■■ Notice a nonfiction writer’s use of  
narrative text structure in autobiography 
and memoir

Extend the Discussion
■■ Write a poem about one of your own 
memories, emulating the writing style of 
Jacqueline Woodson

© 2020 by Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell from Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann. All rights reserved.
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GRADE 5 DISCUSSION CARD

YOUR CLASSROOM. THEIR LITERATE LIFE.

Facilitating the Discussion Suggested Prompts

Why do you think the author chose to begin 
the book with a family tree, followed by a 
Langston Hughes poem about dreams?

◗◗ Who has an idea about why the author chose 
to begin the book in this way? 

◗◗ Let’s read the Langston Hughes poem together 
to notice more.

Jacqueline doesn’t remember her father, and 
on page 102 her sister says, “It’s like erasers 
came through her memory. . . .” How do our 
memories choose what to remember?

◗◗ I wonder why Jacqueline didn’t remember her 
father. 

◗◗ What do you think about how memories work?

Jacqueline feels like she belongs in two 
different worlds—Greenville and New York. On 
page 195, she says, “We don’t know how to 
come home and leave home behind us.” What 
does she mean by this?

◗◗ Can you say more about what she means?

◗◗ What else could the author be saying about 
belonging?

A suggested breaking point (after page 195) if meeting twice

Jacqueline is raised as a Jehovah’s Witness. 
How does this religion affect her life? 

◗◗ What makes you think that?  

◗◗ Take us to a part of the book that shows what 
you mean. 

Jacqueline struggles with reading, but is able 
to memorize entire stories: “Words are my 
brilliance.” How do different people show their 
strengths in different ways?

◗◗ Can anyone think of a connection here? 

◗◗ What is your “brilliance”?

Jacqueline compares the revolution happening 
around her to a carousel ride. Who can explain 
this comparison? Have you ever felt similarly? 

◗◗ What is the author trying to say? 

◗◗ What lessons does this book teach you about 
your own life?

Evaluate the Discussion
Refer to the goals. Invite children to self-evaluate how well they valued and encouraged 
diverse perspectives, as well as their participation and contribution to helping one another 
build understanding of the book. 

Extend the Discussion: Further Response 
Choose a memory from your own childhood and write a poem about it in the writing  
style of Jacqueline Woodson. If possible, meet with your book club to share your  
memory poems.

B
C7

35
2

Prepare for the Discussion
Tell students that you will meet to discuss the book. To prepare for our book club, read or listen 
to the book. You may want to use sticky notes to mark pages that you want to talk about. If you 
wish to meet twice to discuss this book, a suggested breaking point is shown below.

Discuss the Book
■◗ Invite students to talk about the book. Remind them to take the group to places in  

 the book they have marked and want to talk about. 
■◗ Facilitate the discussion by guiding students to think about the big ideas in the text.  

 Additional suggestions to guide the discussion are provided below.

© 2020 by Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell from Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann. All rights reserved.
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 KINDERGARTEN CARD GRADE 6 CARD

Book Clubs DISCUSSION CARD
A CLOSER LOOK

Book Clubs

Title
Grade
Author/
Illustrator
Genre
Text Set

Pashmina
6

Nidhi Chanani
Fiction/Fantasy
Handling Emotions 
(Graphic Novels)

Book Talk 
Priyanka doesn’t know who her father is or why her mother left India, and her mother 
refuses to answer her questions. How can she get the answers? A magic pashmina—that’s 
a beautiful wool scarf—transports her to India where she learns more about her mother. 
Read this graphic novel to learn her story.

Summary 
Priyanka (Pri) is a teenaged artist who longs to know why her mother left India and who 
her father is. She also worries that her uncle will ignore her when his baby comes. A magic 
pashmina transports her to a fantasy India where she sees a hut. In a visit to the real India, 
Pri learns from her aunt why her mother bravely chose to leave. The fantasy India and the 
real one merge when Pri finds the hut and meets the weaver of the pashmina. The weaver 
then turns into Shakti, goddess of energy, who asks Pri to spread her message of freedom 
for all women.  

Messages and Themes 
■■ It is important to face our feelings so that they don’t overwhelm us.
■■ Accept change, and trust the connections with those who are important to you.
■■ All women should be able to get educated and make choices about their lives.

Goals
Refer to The Fountas & Pinnell Literacy Continuum for Grade 6 and 
choose appropriate goals. Consider these:

Continuum 
Connection

GRADES  

PreK–8
GRADES  

The Fountas&Pinnell

A Tool for Assessment, Planning, and Teaching

Continuum
Literacy

Expanded E D I T I O N

Listening and Speaking 
■■ Add onto the important ideas to extend the
thinking of the group
■■ Use language to express independent, 
critical thinking
■■ Value and encourage diverse perspectives

Building Deep Understanding 
■■ Understand that Shakti’s energy  enables 
Pri, her mother, and her aunt to make choices
without fear 

■■ Infer that Pri’s new comic book is her way 
to spread Shakti’s message

Extend the Discussion 
■■ Write about the events that make Pri 
appreciate her life and inspire her to create
her comic book

Pashmina
Nidhi Chanani

© 2020 by Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell from Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann. All rights reserved.
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GRADE 6 DISCUSSION CARD

Facilitating the Discussion Suggested Prompts

Think about the tension between Pri and 
her mother. What factors do you think are 
contributing to it?

◗◗ Can anyone add to that idea?

◗◗ Does anyone see it another way?

Why do you think Pri avoids visiting her uncle 
and the baby at the hospital? Why do you 
think she spends so much time in her room 
alone? 

◗◗ What in the book makes you think that?

◗◗ Tell more about your thinking.

Talk about what Pri hears about India from her 
mother and the images in the colored panels. 
What do you think Pri will find on her trip?

◗◗ Can you point to an example?

◗◗ What does someone else think?

Talk about the pashmina’s effects on Pri, her 
mother, and her aunt. Why do you think Pri 
creates a comic book about the pashmina?

◗◗ Can you say more?

◗◗ How did you figure that out?

Why do you think Pri is shown underwater on 
page 147? Why do you think she asks Shakti 
for forgiveness?

◗◗ Let’s look at the images on pages 4 and 147 to
see if you notice more.

◗◗ Do you agree or disagree?

Before going to India, Pri is bullied and spends 
most of her tine alone. Do you think her 
relationships with other kids will change now?

◗◗ Why or why not?

◗◗ What is the main message or big idea in
this book?

Evaluate the Discussion
Refer to the goals. Invite students to self-evaluate how well they added onto the important 
ideas to extend the thinking of the group, as well as their participation and contribution to 
helping one another build understanding of the book. 

Extend the Discussion: Further Response 
Think about what Pri learns about India and her mother from the trip. How do her new 
understandings help her change and grow? Write your ideas, including details form the book.

B
C7

46
0

Prepare for the Discussion
Tell students that you will meet to discuss the book. To prepare for our book club, read  
or listen to the book. You may want to use sticky notes to mark pages that you want to  
talk about.

Discuss the Book
■◗ Invite students to talk about the book. Remind them to take the group to places in 

the book they have marked and want to talk about. 
■◗ Facilitate the discussion by guiding students to think about the big ideas in the text. 

Additional suggestions to guide the discussion are provided below.

© 2020 by Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell from Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann. All rights reserved.
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 GRADE 1 CARD

Front

About This Text Set
Humorous books are an obvious choice for young children, who love to read about funny 
characters and situations. Children might notice some of the characteristics that make a book 
funny, and the choices that authors make in depicting characters, situations, and settings, and 
in the language that they use. Children will have a sense of connection through their shared 
enjoyment in these humorous texts.

You might wish to refer to the following additional books and the Inquiry Overview Card for the 
corresponding text set in Interactive Read-Aloud.

H
u

m
orou

s Stories 
G

rade 1

Humorous Stories

Thinking About Books
While reading the books in this text set, help children make connections to their own experiences, and 
facilitate ways of learning and finding out more.  

■■ What do you notice about the characters and situations in this story?

■■ How does the author make this book funny?

■■ What did you like most about this books? Why?

Essential Question and Big Ideas
Engage children by keeping this essential question and these big ideas in mind as you read and talk about 
the texts in this set. Be sure to use language appropriate for the grade level. This question can also be 
explored through a variety of inquiry projects, including the suggested projects on the next page.

Animals Should Definitely 
Not Wear Clothing

That’s Good! 
That’s Bad!

The Old Man and His Door

What makes 
books funny?

Authors make 
choices about the 
characters they 
create, and the 

things the characters 
say and do.

Illustrators make  
choices about the way 
they show characters  

and events.

Imogene’s Antlers
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The Busy BeaverBeatrice Doesn’t  
Want To

The Day Jimmy’s 
Boa Ate the Wash

Suddenly!
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Dooby Dooby Moo

FPC_BC_ICard_G1_2pp_HumorousStories.indd   1 5/7/2018   10:38:18 AM

A CLOSER LOOK

Familiarize yourself with the 
text set overview—an 
explanation of how the books in 
the set are connected and 
suggestions of titles from other 
sets or instructional contexts 
that you may want to refer to. 

Expand students’ ability to notice 
patterns, discuss similarities and 
differences, make connections to 
their own lives, and synthesize 
evidence from several sources by 
thinking about the books in this 
text set.

Engage students in thinking 
about essential questions and 
big ideas that help them think 
deeply about underlying themes 
and make connections among 
ideas in the books they are 
reading, hearing and discussing.

Book Clubs INQUIRY OVERVIEW CARD     
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GRADE 1 INQUIRY OVERVIEW CARD
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Learning Through Exploration and Investigation

Asking Questions
Think about the essential question and big ideas on the previous page in order to formulate some questions 
that will help guide children in identifying projects for further exploration of the essential question.

The following are suggested projects for children to further explore the questions and big ideas related 
to the books in this text set. If children work in groups, you will need to meet with each group to support 
their investigation.

Suggested Projects for Exploration

What does an author do to 
make a book funny?

What does an illustrator do 
to make a book funny?

Notice Elements of Humor

Brainstorm with children some 
of the things that they thought 
were funny about the books 
in this set, including funny 
characters, funny dialogue or 
language, funny situations, and 
funny illustrations. Make a two-
column chart and in the first 
column, use shared writing to 
make a list of characteristics. In 
the second column, brainstorm 
a list of books or characters 
from books that children have 
read that correspond to the 
characteristics in the first 
column.   Add to the list as 
children read more humorous 
books.

Make Funny Sentences

Make a list of some of the funny 
words, language, dialogue, or 
expressions used in the books 
in this text set. Share the list 
with children and talk about 
what makes certain words or 
phrases funny (for example, 
alliteration, rhymes and 
nonsense words). Next, write 
two or three simple sentences 
on the board. Use shared 
writing and have children 
volunteer ways to rewrite each 
sentence to make it funny.

Draw Funny Illustrations

Brainstorm with children 
some of the funny elements 
of the illustrations in each of 
the books in this text set. Talk 
about details like characters’ 
facial expressions or how 
movement is shown, and the 
smaller background details 
in each scene. Invite children 
to create and draw their own 
humorous characters or scenes, 
and challenge them to use 
some of the techniques they’ve 
observed in the books in this 
text set and other humorous 
books they’ve read. 

Role Play Funny Scenes

Children work in groups and act out humorous skits. 
Write brief descriptions of everyday scenarios, such 
as brushing your teeth, riding the bus, or walking to 
school, on slips of paper. Have each group choose 
one slip. Groups discuss how to make the scenario 
humorous, and then perform for the rest of the 
class. After each group has performed, talk about 
what made each skit funny, including dialogue, 
characters, and behavior. 

© 2019 by Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell from Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann. All rights reserved.
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Extend students’ learning 
with inquiry projects 
designed to help them bring 
together what they have 
learned and explore a topic 
in more depth.

Ask open-ended 
questions about the big 
ideas addressed by the 
texts to help students’ 
identify lines of inquiry 
they might like to 
research and explore. 
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 KINDERGARTEN CARD GRADE 5 CARD

Book Clubs INQUIRY OVERVIEW CARD     
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About This Text Set
Author Jacqueline Woodson has been writing on anything and everything she could get her hands on 
since she was a little girl. She was also an avid storyteller, spinning so many tales that people often didn’t 
believe her stories, even when she was telling the truth. In the fifth grade, after reading one of Jacqueline’s 
stories, her teacher told her, “This is really good.” Jacqueline still remembers the confidence that teacher 
gave her to believe in herself and eventually become the writer she is today.  

You might wish to refer to the following additional books and the Inquiry Overview Card for the 
corresponding text set in Interactive Read-Aloud.
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G
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Author Study: Jacqueline Woodson

Thinking About Books
While reading the books in this text set, help students make connections to their own experiences, and 
facilitate ways of learning and finding out more about Jacqueline Woodson.

■■ What do you notice about this book? 

■■ How does the language Jacqueline Woodson use pull you into this story?  

■■ What about Woodson’s writing helps you to understand the characters in the story? 

Essential Question and Big Ideas
Engage students by keeping this essential question and these big ideas in mind as you read and talk 
about the texts in this set. Be sure to use language appropriate for the grade level. This question can also 
be explored through a variety of inquiry projects, including the suggested projects on the next page.   

A Poem for PeterSit-In

Feathers Peace, Locomotion Brown Girl Dreaming Visiting Day

© 2019 by Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell from Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann. All rights reserved.

What are some of 
the characteristics of 

Jacqueline  
Woodson’s writing?

 She often uses literary 
techniques such 

as personification, 
onomatopoeia, 

imagery and metaphor.

Home, equity, and 
overcoming hardships 
are all major themes  

in many of  
Woodson’s books. 

Readers can hear, feel, and understand Woodson’s strong characters through her writing. 

Duke Ellington Boycott Blues Martin and Mahalia

Author Study

A CLOSER LOOK
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GRADE 5 INQUIRY OVERVIEW CARD
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Learning Through Exploration and Investigation

Asking Questions
Think about the essential question and big ideas on the previous page in order to formulate some questions 
that will help guide students in identifying projects for further exploration of the essential question. 

The following are suggested projects for students to further explore the questions and big ideas related 
to the books in this text set. If students work in groups, you will need to meet with each group to 
support their investigation. 

Suggested Projects for Exploration

 BC9498 © 2019 by Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell from Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann. All rights reserved.

What makes a character feel 
real to the reader? 

How do Jacqueline 
Woodson’s themes of home, 

equity, and overcoming 
hardships make readers 
think beyond the book?  

How does the way Woodson 
tells stories using literary 

techniques tell a story more 
effectively?

Expression of Home

Home is a major theme in many 
of Woodson’s books. Create 
an expression of what home 
means to one of the characters 
in the novel. Choose your own 
medium: poem, essay, digital 
slideshow, recipe, rap, dance, 
etc. Ask students: How does 
Woodson seem to define home 
in this novel? What evidence do 
you see that shows this? How 
do you define home?

Write a Book to Share

Readers can hear, feel, and 
understand Woodson’s strong 
characters in her writing. 
Discuss how Woodson creates 
her characters’ voices (e.g., 
perspective, point of view, 
internal conflict, dialogue) 
in her novels. Students 
create their own children’s 
books writing in first-person 
perspective and giving their 
character a strong voice. Visit 
a local kindergarten and pair 
students up with kindergarten 
book buddies to share their 
books and discuss their 
characters.

Equity Summit 

Woodson’s books often focus 
on equity. Divide the class 
into groups. Have each group 
research and explore the 
following: a) What was this 
person’s main goal? b) What 
philosophies and strategies 
did he/she use to reach this 
goal? Once the research is 
complete, students prepare 
for and hold an Equity Summit 
where students attend with 
name tags and in character as 
the people they researched. 
Instruct them to discuss 
with other “attendees” how 
they fought for equity using 
their unique strategies and 
techniques. After the summit, 
the groups discuss what 
they learned about the other 
historical figures through the 
conversations. How were they 
similar and different from one 
another?

YOUR CLASSROOM. THEIR LITERATE LIFE.
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By reading, thinking about, and talking about the books in each text set, students expand their ability to notice 
patterns, discuss similarities and differences, deepen their appreciation and understanding of a common text, 
interpret the perspectives and opinions of their peers, expand their ability to express ideas orally using academic 
language, and to make connections to their own lives and the global environment.

• Caring for Each Other: Family

• The Importance of Friendship

• Frank Asch Bear Books

• Exploring Folktales

• Understanding Feelings

• Sharing Our World: Animals

• Author/Illustrator: Ezra Jack Keats

• Exploring Nonfiction

• Author/Illustrator: Tomie dePaola

• Exploring Insects

• Exploring Narrative Nonfiction

• Author/Illustrator: Jan Brett

• Exploring Folktales

• The Importance of Determination

• Exploring Realistic Fiction

• Working Together: Community

• Caring for Each Other: Family

• Sharing Our World: Animals

• Exploring Memory Stories

• Exploring Expository Nonfiction

• Exploring Expository Nonfiction

• Exploring Realistic Fiction

• Facing Challenges

• Exploring Folktales

• Illustrator: Jan Stevens

• Compassion and Caring for Others

• Navigating Emotions (Graphic Novels)

• Inspiration and Creativity

• Memoir and Biography

• Friendship

• Empathy and Helping Others

• Memoir

• Illustrator Study: Ed Young

• Biography

• Author/Illustrator: Patricia Polacco

• Historical Fiction

• Biography: Perseverance

• Taking Action

• The Idea of Home

• Fantasy

• Fairy Tales

• Empathy

• Family

• Exploring Literary Language

• Hope

• Facing the Unknown (Fantasy)

• Biography

• Illustrator Study: Kadir Nelson

• Caring for Our World

• Writer’s Craft: Graphic Novels

• Historical Fiction

• Author Study: Jacqueline Woodson

• Traditional Tales (Folktales and 
Legends)

• Taking Care of Each Other: Family

• The Importance of Friendship

• Learning and Playing Together: School

• The Importance of Kindness

• Humorous Stories

• Exploring Nonfiction

• Exploring Folktales

• Author/Illustrator: Keiko Kasza

• Author study: Jason Reynolds

• Identity

• Change Makers

• Scientists in Action

 GRADE 6

 KINDERGARTEN

 GRADE 3

 GRADE 1

 GRADE 4

 GRADE 2

 GRADE 5

• Fantasy

• Poetry and Novels in Verse

• Global Perspective

• Author Study: Sharon Creech

Book Club Text Sets by Grade

Nurture Students’ Ability to Make CONNECTIONS
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Plan Your 
Purchase 
OF THE  
FOUNTAS & PINNELL  
CLASSROOM™ 
SYSTEM

While the benefits of the 
whole are inherent in 
each of the parts, Fountas 
& Pinnell Classroom™ is 
designed as a coherent 
system. Each context 
plays an essential role that 
contributes in different 
ways to every student’s 
development as a reader, 
writer, and language user. 

Digital  
Components

ONLINE RESOURCES
• Lessons, Cards, Recording 

Forms, and other resources

AUDIO BOOKS
• Shared Reading titles

ASSESSMENT TOOLS
• Online Data Management 

System

• Reading Record App for iPad®

PROFESSIONAL LEARNING 
TOOLS
• Professional Development 

Video Library

• Fountas & Pinnell Literacy™ 
Community

DIGITAL EDITIONS
• The Literacy Continuum

• Prompting Guides

• Literacy Beginnings

AVAILABLE

Instructional      
Context

Pre- 
Kindergarten Kindergarten Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3

 
GUIDED 

READING

	z200 original titles: levels A–H  
(6 copies each) 

	z200 Lesson Folders

	zContext Collection Guide

	z200 original titles: levels A–M  
(6 copies each) 

	z200 Lesson Folders

	zContext Collection Guide

	z200 original titles: levels E–P  
(6 copies each) 

	z200 Lesson Folders

	zContext Collection Guide

	z200 original titles: levels I-S  
(6 copies each)      

	z200 Lesson Folders

	zContext Collection Guide

INTERACTIVE 
READ-ALOUD

	z 120 trade titles

	z 120 Lesson Folders

	z25 Inquiry Overview Cards

	zContext Collection Guide

	z 120 trade titles 

	z 120 Lesson Folders

	z25 Inquiry Overview Cards

	zContext Collection Guide

	z 120 trade titles 

	z 120 Lesson Folders

	z25 Inquiry Overview Cards

	zContext Collection Guide

	z 120 trade titles 

	z 120 Lesson Folders

	z25 Inquiry Overview Cards

	zContext Collection Guide

	z 120 trade titles

	z 120 Lesson Folders

	z25 Inquiry Overview Cards

	zContext Collection Guide

READING 
MINILESSONS

	z The Reading Minilessons Book, Kindergarten  	z The Reading Minilessons Book,  
Grade 1 

	z The Reading Minilessons Book,  
Grade 2 

	z The Reading Minilessons Book,  
Grade 3 

SHARED 
READING

	z30 original titles (Big books 
with 6-copy small book sets) 

	z30 Lesson Folders

	zContext Collection Guide

	zWords That Sing Poetry 
Charts, PreK

	z65 original titles (Big books  
with 6-copy small book sets) 

	z65 Lesson Folders

	zContext Collection Guide

	zWords That Sing Poetry Charts, Kindergarten

	z65 original titles (Big books  
with 6-copy small book sets) 

	z65 Lesson Folders

	zContext Collection Guide

	zWords That Sing Poetry Charts, Grade 1

	z30 original titles (Big books  
with 6-copy small book sets) 

	z30 Lesson Folders

	zContext Collection Guide

	zWords That Sing Poetry Charts, Grade 2

	z 10 original titles (Big books  
with 6-copy small book sets)

	z 10 Lesson Folders

	zContext Collection Guide

PHONICS, 
SPELLING, 

WORD STUDY

	z Fountas & Pinnell Phonics, Spelling,  
and Word Study System, Kindergarten

	z Fountas & Pinnell Phonics, Spelling,  
and Word Study System, Grade 1

	z Fountas & Pinnell Phonics, Spelling,  
and Word Study System, Grade 2

	z Fountas & Pinnell Word Study, Phonics, 
Spelling, and Vocabulary System, Grade 3

INDEPENDENT 
READING

	z 150 trade titles 

	z 150 Conferring Cards

	zContext Collection Guide

	z 150 trade titles 

	z 150 Conferring Cards

	zContext Collection Guide

	z 150 trade titles 

	z 150 Conferring Cards

	zContext Collection Guide

	z200 trade titles

	z200 Conferring Cards

	zContext Collection Guide

BOOK CLUBS
	z32 trade titles (6 copies each) 

	z32 Discussion Cards

	zContext Collection Guide

	z32 trade titles (6 copies each) 

	z32 Discussion Cards

	zContext Collection Guide

	z32 trade titles (6 copies each) 

	z32 Discussion Cards

	zContext Collection Guide

	z32 trade titles (6 copies each)

	z32 Discussion Cards

	zContext Collection Guide

PROFESSIONAL 
LEARNING 

TOOLS

	z The Literacy Continuum 

	z Literacy Beginnings

	z FPC System Guide, PreK

	z The Literacy Continuum 

	zGuided Reading, 2nd Ed. 

	zPrompting Guides 1 & 2

	zReader’s Notebooks 

	zBenchmark Assessment System, 3rd Ed. 

	z FPC System Guide, Kindergarten

	z The Literacy Continuum 

	zGuided Reading, 2nd Ed. 

	zPrompting Guides 1 & 2

	zReader’s Notebooks 

	zBenchmark Assessment System, 3rd Ed. 

	z FPC System Guide, Grade 1

	z The Literacy Continuum 

	zGuided Reading, 2nd Ed. 

	zPrompting Guides 1 & 2

	zReader’s Notebooks 

	zBenchmark Assessment System, 3rd Ed. 

	z FPC System Guide, Grade 2

	z The Literacy Continuum 

	zGuided Reading, 2nd Ed.

	zPrompting Guides 1 & 2

	zReader's Notebooks

	zBenchmark Assessment System, 3rd Ed. 

	z FPC System Guide, Grade 3

IMPLEMENTATION TIMELINE
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Instructional      
Context

Pre- 
Kindergarten Kindergarten Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3

 
GUIDED 

READING

	z200 original titles: levels A–H  
(6 copies each) 

	z200 Lesson Folders

	zContext Collection Guide

	z200 original titles: levels A–M  
(6 copies each) 

	z200 Lesson Folders

	zContext Collection Guide

	z200 original titles: levels E–P  
(6 copies each) 

	z200 Lesson Folders

	zContext Collection Guide

	z200 original titles: levels I-S  
(6 copies each)      

	z200 Lesson Folders

	zContext Collection Guide

INTERACTIVE 
READ-ALOUD

	z 120 trade titles

	z 120 Lesson Folders

	z25 Inquiry Overview Cards

	zContext Collection Guide

	z 120 trade titles 

	z 120 Lesson Folders

	z25 Inquiry Overview Cards

	zContext Collection Guide

	z 120 trade titles 

	z 120 Lesson Folders

	z25 Inquiry Overview Cards

	zContext Collection Guide

	z 120 trade titles 

	z 120 Lesson Folders

	z25 Inquiry Overview Cards

	zContext Collection Guide

	z 120 trade titles

	z 120 Lesson Folders

	z25 Inquiry Overview Cards

	zContext Collection Guide

READING 
MINILESSONS

	z The Reading Minilessons Book, Kindergarten  	z The Reading Minilessons Book,  
Grade 1 

	z The Reading Minilessons Book,  
Grade 2 

	z The Reading Minilessons Book,  
Grade 3 

SHARED 
READING

	z30 original titles (Big books 
with 6-copy small book sets) 

	z30 Lesson Folders

	zContext Collection Guide

	zWords That Sing Poetry 
Charts, PreK

	z65 original titles (Big books  
with 6-copy small book sets) 

	z65 Lesson Folders

	zContext Collection Guide

	zWords That Sing Poetry Charts, Kindergarten

	z65 original titles (Big books  
with 6-copy small book sets) 

	z65 Lesson Folders

	zContext Collection Guide

	zWords That Sing Poetry Charts, Grade 1

	z30 original titles (Big books  
with 6-copy small book sets) 

	z30 Lesson Folders

	zContext Collection Guide

	zWords That Sing Poetry Charts, Grade 2

	z 10 original titles (Big books  
with 6-copy small book sets)

	z 10 Lesson Folders

	zContext Collection Guide

PHONICS, 
SPELLING, 

WORD STUDY

	z Fountas & Pinnell Phonics, Spelling,  
and Word Study System, Kindergarten

	z Fountas & Pinnell Phonics, Spelling,  
and Word Study System, Grade 1

	z Fountas & Pinnell Phonics, Spelling,  
and Word Study System, Grade 2

	z Fountas & Pinnell Word Study, Phonics, 
Spelling, and Vocabulary System, Grade 3

INDEPENDENT 
READING

	z 150 trade titles 

	z 150 Conferring Cards

	zContext Collection Guide

	z 150 trade titles 

	z 150 Conferring Cards

	zContext Collection Guide

	z 150 trade titles 

	z 150 Conferring Cards

	zContext Collection Guide

	z200 trade titles

	z200 Conferring Cards

	zContext Collection Guide

BOOK CLUBS
	z32 trade titles (6 copies each) 

	z32 Discussion Cards

	zContext Collection Guide

	z32 trade titles (6 copies each) 

	z32 Discussion Cards

	zContext Collection Guide

	z32 trade titles (6 copies each) 

	z32 Discussion Cards

	zContext Collection Guide

	z32 trade titles (6 copies each)

	z32 Discussion Cards

	zContext Collection Guide

PROFESSIONAL 
LEARNING 

TOOLS

	z The Literacy Continuum 

	z Literacy Beginnings

	z FPC System Guide, PreK

	z The Literacy Continuum 

	zGuided Reading, 2nd Ed. 

	zPrompting Guides 1 & 2

	zReader’s Notebooks 

	zBenchmark Assessment System, 3rd Ed. 

	z FPC System Guide, Kindergarten

	z The Literacy Continuum 

	zGuided Reading, 2nd Ed. 

	zPrompting Guides 1 & 2

	zReader’s Notebooks 

	zBenchmark Assessment System, 3rd Ed. 

	z FPC System Guide, Grade 1

	z The Literacy Continuum 

	zGuided Reading, 2nd Ed. 

	zPrompting Guides 1 & 2

	zReader’s Notebooks 

	zBenchmark Assessment System, 3rd Ed. 

	z FPC System Guide, Grade 2

	z The Literacy Continuum 

	zGuided Reading, 2nd Ed.

	zPrompting Guides 1 & 2

	zReader's Notebooks

	zBenchmark Assessment System, 3rd Ed. 

	z FPC System Guide, Grade 3
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Digital  
Components

ONLINE RESOURCES
• Lessons, Cards, Recording 

Forms, and other resources

ASSESSMENT TOOLS
• Online Data Management 

System

• Reading Record App for iPad®

PROFESSIONAL LEARNING 
TOOLS
• Professional Development 

Video Library

• Fountas & Pinnell Literacy™ 
Community

DIGITAL EDITIONS
• The Literacy Continuum

• Prompting Guides

All of the instructional 
contexts of Fountas & 
Pinnell Classroom™  fit 
together in a coherent 
way and offer students 
multiple opportunities to 
access complex, age-
appropriate texts; and 
engage in powerful small-
group, whole-group, and 
independent reading that 
propels their learning.

Plan Your 
Purchase 
OF THE  
FOUNTAS & PINNELL  
CLASSROOM™ 
SYSTEM

Pre-publication data subject to change.

Instructional Context Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6

GUIDED  
READING

	z 180 original titles: levels N-V (6 copies each)      

	z 180 Lesson Folders

	zContext Collection Guide

	z 170 original titles: levels Q-Z (6 copies each)      

	z 170 Lesson Folders

	zContext Collection Guide

	z 150 original titles: levels T-Z (6 copies each)      

	z 150 Lesson Folders

	zContext Collection Guide

INTERACTIVE 
READ-ALOUD

	z 120 trade titles

	z 120 Lesson Folders

	z25 Inquiry Overview Cards

	zContext Collection Guide

	z 120 trade titles

	z 120 Lesson Folders

	z25 Inquiry Overview Cards

	zContext Collection Guide

	z 120 trade titles

	z 120 Lesson Folders

	z25 Inquiry Overview Cards

	zContext Collection Guide

READING  
MINILESSONS

	z The Reading Minilessons Book, Grade 4  	z The Reading Minilessons Book, Grade 5  	z The Reading Minilessons Book, Grade 6  

SHARED READING 	zOnline Resources 

	zSpecific enlarged text opportunities for shared and performance  
reading in IRA, GR and BC lessons 

	zOnline Resources 

	zSpecific enlarged text opportunities for shared and  
performance reading in IRA, GR and BC lessons 

	zOnline Resources 

	zSpecific enlarged text opportunities for shared and 
performance reading in IRA, GR and BC lessons 

PHONICS,  
SPELLING, WORD 

STUDY

	z Fountas & Pinnell Word Study, Phonics, Spelling, and Vocabulary  
System,  Grade 4

	z Fountas & Pinnell Word Study, Phonics, Spelling, and  
Vocabulary System, Grade 5

	z Fountas & Pinnell Word Study, Phonics, Spelling, and  
Vocabulary System, Grade 6

INDEPENDENT 
READING

	z200 trade titles

	z200 Conferring Cards

	zContext Collection Guide

	z200 trade titles

	z200 Conferring Cards

	zContext Collection Guide

	z200 trade titles

	z200 Conferring Cards

	zContext Collection Guide

BOOK CLUBS

	z48 trade titles (6 copies each)

	z48 Discussion Cards

	zContext Collection Guide

	z48 trade titles (6 copies each)

	z48 Discussion Cards

	zContext Collection Guide

	z48 trade titles (6 copies each)

	z48 Discussion Cards

	zContext Collection Guide

PROFESSIONAL 
LEARNING TOOLS

	z The Literacy Continuum 

	zGuided Reading, 2nd Ed.

	zPrompting Guides 1 & 2

	zReader's Notebooks

	zBenchmark Assessment System, 3rd Ed. 

	z FPC System Guide, Grade 4

	z The Literacy Continuum 

	zGuided Reading, 2nd Ed.

	zPrompting Guides 1 & 2

	zReader's Notebooks

	zBenchmark Assessment System, 3rd Ed. 

	z FPC System Guide, Grade 5

	z The Literacy Continuum 

	zGuided Reading, 2nd Ed. 

	zPrompting Guides 1 & 2

	zReader’s Notebooks 

	zBenchmark Assessment System, 3rd Ed. 

	z FPC System Guide, Grade 6

YOUR CLASSROOM. THEIR LITERATE LIFE.

IMPLEMENTATION TIMELINE
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Instructional Context Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6

GUIDED  
READING

	z 180 original titles: levels N-V (6 copies each)      

	z 180 Lesson Folders

	zContext Collection Guide

	z 170 original titles: levels Q-Z (6 copies each)      

	z 170 Lesson Folders

	zContext Collection Guide

	z 150 original titles: levels T-Z (6 copies each)      

	z 150 Lesson Folders

	zContext Collection Guide

INTERACTIVE 
READ-ALOUD

	z 120 trade titles

	z 120 Lesson Folders

	z25 Inquiry Overview Cards

	zContext Collection Guide

	z 120 trade titles

	z 120 Lesson Folders

	z25 Inquiry Overview Cards

	zContext Collection Guide

	z 120 trade titles

	z 120 Lesson Folders

	z25 Inquiry Overview Cards

	zContext Collection Guide

READING  
MINILESSONS

	z The Reading Minilessons Book, Grade 4  	z The Reading Minilessons Book, Grade 5  	z The Reading Minilessons Book, Grade 6  

SHARED READING 	zOnline Resources 

	zSpecific enlarged text opportunities for shared and performance  
reading in IRA, GR and BC lessons 

	zOnline Resources 

	zSpecific enlarged text opportunities for shared and  
performance reading in IRA, GR and BC lessons 

	zOnline Resources 

	zSpecific enlarged text opportunities for shared and 
performance reading in IRA, GR and BC lessons 

PHONICS,  
SPELLING, WORD 

STUDY

	z Fountas & Pinnell Word Study, Phonics, Spelling, and Vocabulary  
System,  Grade 4

	z Fountas & Pinnell Word Study, Phonics, Spelling, and  
Vocabulary System, Grade 5

	z Fountas & Pinnell Word Study, Phonics, Spelling, and  
Vocabulary System, Grade 6

INDEPENDENT 
READING

	z200 trade titles

	z200 Conferring Cards

	zContext Collection Guide

	z200 trade titles

	z200 Conferring Cards

	zContext Collection Guide

	z200 trade titles

	z200 Conferring Cards

	zContext Collection Guide

BOOK CLUBS

	z48 trade titles (6 copies each)

	z48 Discussion Cards

	zContext Collection Guide

	z48 trade titles (6 copies each)

	z48 Discussion Cards

	zContext Collection Guide

	z48 trade titles (6 copies each)

	z48 Discussion Cards

	zContext Collection Guide

PROFESSIONAL 
LEARNING TOOLS

	z The Literacy Continuum 

	zGuided Reading, 2nd Ed.

	zPrompting Guides 1 & 2

	zReader's Notebooks
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THE FOUNTAS & PINNELL LITERACY™ COMMUNITY

A collegial resource for every literacy educator —and membership is FREE!

Insightful blog posts, active 
discussion boards, downloadable 
resources, and daily teaching tips 
make every visit worthwhile.

Become part of a learning 
community that shares a vision of 
what literacy classrooms should 
be. Members of the Fountas & 
Pinnell Literacy™ Community receive 
exclusive access to content and 
events, such as:

n  Exclusive, members-only webinars hosted by Irene C. Fountas and 
Gay Su Pinnell

n  Daily Lit Bits to sharpen your practice and spark professional conversations

n  Consultant-led Discussion Board to build community through in-depth 
reflection and discussion

n  Instructional tools from the Resource Library to extend your expertise

n  Study Guides designed for deep exploration and understanding of Fountas and 
Pinnell professional books.

CONTINUE THE  
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ONLINE

For current pricing and order information: 
Phone 800.225.5800 • Fax 877.231.6980 • fountasandpinnell.com
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@FountasPinnell 
#FPLiteracy

@FountasPinnell 
#fountasandpinnell

Fountas & Pinnell Literacy™ 
Learning Group 
www.facebook.com/groups/
FountasPinnell/

Fountas & Pinnell Literacy™ 
@FountasandPinnell

Join for FREE at 

 fountasandpinnell.com

https://www.fountasandpinnell.com/account/register
http://heinemann.com
http://www.fountasandpinnell.com
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