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Heinemann is excited to share preliminary information about the forthcoming new editions of the Units of Study in 
Reading and Writing, Grades K–2. We hope this information will be helpful as you make decisions about how and when 
you might upgrade from your current editions of the units—or as you plan your new or expanded implementations. 

Highlights

✦	 As they have done throughout their more than 30-year 
history, Lucy Calkins and her Teachers College Reading 
and Writing Project colleagues continue to incorporate 
important new thinking into their body of work, including 
all they have learned from working shoulder-to-shoulder 
with teachers in hundreds of classrooms. Right now, 
that ongoing work is taking the form of the third major 
revision of the primary reading and writing units in the 
Units of Study curriculum. 

✦	 Lucy and her coauthors are revising the curriculum to 
make it more culturally responsive.

✦	 Lucy and her coauthors are incorporating the best of what 
they’ve learned from the science of reading research 
and also incorporating the best of new comprehension 
research, language research, and research on knowl-
edge generation.

✦	 Whole-class instruction, including minilessons, mid-
workshop teaching, and shares, will be briefer. 

✦	 There will be increased emphasis on phonics, spelling, 
and conventions. 

✦	 Independent work time sections (formerly conferring 
and small group work) will be even more supportive of 
assessment-based small group and one-to-one instruction.  

✦	 Assessment tools and methods will be clearer and more 
supportive for kids and teachers. 

✦	 There will be new point-of-use coaching notes as well 
as additional resources to support adaptation of the 
curriculum for multilingual learners. 

✦	 Exciting design changes include 4-color throughout and 
an updated, user-friendly format. 
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Important Information

✦	The K–2 reading and writing units are scheduled to 
be published for back-to-school 2022.

✦	In addition to the primary Units of Study, Lucy and her 
team will publish a new series of decodable books for 
grades K and 1 at the same time. That series will align 
with the new reading units. 

✦	Ordering information is not yet available, but we 
hope to be able to share preliminary details very soon. 
Please check in with your Heinemann representative 
to make sure you receive information as soon as it 
becomes available. 

✦	Additional updates to come:  We only have a limited 
amount of information to share at the moment, but 
we’ll send ongoing email updates to our Units of Study 
community.

 Please note that because all we are sharing here is 
prepublication information, it is subject to change. 

✦	New editions of the Units of Study in Writing, Grades 
3–5, will follow the primary reading and writing 
units. Watch for additional details about new editions 
of the grades 3–5 reading units and the grades 6–9 
reading and writing units (more information is expected 
by summer 2022).

Rollover Plan for New Users
Heinemann will extend a special offer to any customers 
who purchased—or who will purchase—the K–2 
reading and/or writing units between June 2020 
and Spring 2022 to help you transition to the new 
editions when they are published. We want to make it 
as easy as possible for you to get started with reading 
and writing workshops now and then transition to 
the new editions when they are published. We want 
you to know that no one should feel they must delay 
implementation of reading and writing workshops to 
wait for the new editions.


