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Assessing, Evaluating, and Teaching
to help students comprehend

Everything you need for goal-directed comprehension instruction
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Jennifer Serravallo Spring Workshops in Canada
Strategies and Structures for Teaching Reading and Writing

Complete Comprehension is something bigger from Jennifer Serravallo. Expanding on
Jen’s Understanding Texts & Readers and
Reading Strategies Book, it takes her mostTEACH
ASSESS
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practical thinking and puts it into an all-in-one resource that presents you a complete
instructional cycle for comprehension:
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Puns, Idioms, and Wordplay, Oh My!

VFL. 14

Strategy Reread an important scene in your book. Become the character (in your mind or by

Strategy When you come across figurative language in your book, you could think

Who is this for?

about whether this particular type of language has a name, and what that type of
figurative language is and does. Then think, What do I know about that type of figurative
language? This can help you figure out what the word and phrase mean in this context.

acting). Think, how did my face look (in my imagination or as I acted)? How did my body look?
What emotion could have made my face and body look like that?

What it is Visualizing characters in a scene can help readers keep the movie in their

inferring about,
interpreting,
and analyzing
character(s

How I’d teach it Many authors delight in the use of figurative language, and there

SKILLS

are so many wonderful children’s books that contain it. During read-aloud, you can use
such books to introduce students to the various types of figurative language and discuss
how these fanciful words impact the meaning of the story. Here are a few of my favorites:

monitoring for
meaning and
using context

• Punished! (2007) by David Lubar
• Ve Lo Que Dices/See What You Say (2000) by Nancy Maria Grande Tabor
• The Amelia Bedelia series by Peggy Parish
• The Judy Moody and Stink series

want to hold the pictures back
until students have practiced the
strategy; they can then check the
pictures to see if the expression
they made or imagined matched
what the illustrator, Sean Qualls,
drew.

by Megan McDonald

Tip Keep in mind that for some

children on the autism spectrum,
naming and expressing emotions
can be challenging. Some
teachers find it helpful to work
with a feelings chart or feelings
board to help children match
the expressions of characters
with a word wall. There are even
computer programs, such as
FaceSay™, that help children
recognize facial expressions and
match those to emotions.

J–W

expose them to an author’s use of puns, idioms, wordplay, and other forms of figurative
language.

by Laurie Ann Thompson is the incredible story of a boy born with only one strong
leg, who challenged stereotypes about disability by biking four hundred miles around
Ghana. The story is filled with emotional moments so there are plenty of opportunities
to try to have students practice imaging or acting out a character’s face or body and
naming the feeling that goes with those expressions. Since it’s a picture book, you may

with dozens more
reading strategies

C

Co

LEVELS

What it is A fun way to help students monitor for meaning and use context is to

mind active and engaged, strengthen their grip on the plot, and help them infer about
characters.

How I’d teach it Emmanuel’s Dream: The True Story of Emmanuel Ofosu Yeboah
SKILLS

Chapter title goes here

Seeing Is Believing

Because they tend to be rich in puns,
knock-knock joke books are a good—
and side-splitting—source of idiomatic
language for kids! You might want to share
a joke every day, before kids line up for
lunch or first thing each morning.
Consider magazine advertisements
and TV commercial jingles—for
example, the Morton Salt slogan that’s
been around since 1911: “When it rains,
it pours.” If possible, squeeze in “readaloud” time to share these examples
of wordplay in the real world. This will
encourage students to be on the alert for
examples of it every day and everywhere.
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28 AUTHENTIC TRADE BOOKS
AND CORRESPONDING RESPONSE
FORMS FOR ASSESSMENT

RUBRICS FOR ANALYZING
RESPONSE FORMS AND
DETERMINING GOALS FOR READERS

Fiction
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75+ MORE READING STRATEGIES
PER RESOURCE—JUST LIKE THOSE
IN THE READING STRATEGIES BOOK
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Shipping in late Spring 2019

Price $459.00*
For more information
on this new resource check out our Spring catalogue or visit our website!
*Introductory price through 9/30/2019

May 23, 2019 Calgary, AB
Calgary Regional Consortium
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For more information on PD opportunities contact your Account Executive.
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ISBN
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Price
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Shipping in early Summer 2019

*Introductory price through 9/30/2019

{ Save $60 when you order Fiction and Nonfiction together 978-0-325-09223-2 }
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Understanding Texts & Readers

The Reading Strategies Book

In Understanding Texts & Readers, Jennifer Serravallo helps you take the next
step from her Reading Strategies Book. She connects her comprehension goals
to text levels and readers’ responses. As you deepen your understanding of how
comprehension works across a range of texts, you’ll find text complexity simpler,
comprehension less fuzzy, and great book matches easier to make, as you increase
your precision at choosing the strategies you share.

With hit books that support strategic reading through conferring, small groups, and assessment,
Jen Serravallo gets emails almost daily asking, “Isn’t there a book of the strategies themselves?”
Now there is.

Responsive Comprehension Instruction with Leveled Texts

Jen simplifies text complexity and clarifies comprehension instruction. She begins by
untangling the many threads of comprehension: Levels, engagement, stamina, the
relevance of texts, and much more. Then level by level she:
• calls out with precision how plot and setting, character, vocabulary and figurative
language, and themes and ideas change as fiction across levels
• specifies how the complexity of main idea, key details, vocabulary, and text features
increases in nonfiction texts
• points out what to expect from a reader as text characteristics change
• provides samples of student responses to texts at each level
• shares progressions across levels to support instructional planning

Your Everything Guide to Developing Skilled Readers

“Strategies make the often invisible work of reading actionable and visible,” Jen writes. In The
Reading Strategies Book, she collects 300 strategies to share with readers in support of thirteen
goals—everything from fluency to literary analysis. Each strategy is cross-linked to skills, genres,
and Fountas & Pinnell reading levels to give you just-right teaching, just in time.

9780325074337 | 2015 | K-8 | $49.50

The Writing Strategies Book:

Your Everything Guide to Developing Skilled Writers

Even if you haven’t read the book your reader is responding to, you’ll have the
background necessary to make great teaching decisions for all your readers.
“Understanding subtle shifts and increases in demands from level to level,” writes
Jennifer Serravallo, “can guide what a teacher asks a student, what the teacher
expects of the student, and what the teacher, therefore, teaches the student.”

9780325108926 | 2018 | 1–8 | $40.00

“I am convinced that helping writers to articulate clear goals for their work, and supporting them
with strategies and feedback to accomplish those goals, makes a huge difference.” - Jennifer
Serravallo
“You can think of the goals as the what, “writes Jen, “and the strategies as the how.” From
composing with pictures all the way to conventions and beyond, you’ll have just-right teaching,
just in time. Visit The Writing Strategies web page where you’ll find blog posts, videos from Jen
Serravallo, community features, and more information on The Writing Strategies Book.

Want to become a master of matching kids to books? Looking to take the difficult
out of differentiation? Or do you want to dramatically increase the power and
responsiveness of Jen’s Reading Strategies Book? Understanding Texts & Readers
shows you how to move forward when students need to make progress.

9780325078229 | 2017 | K-8 | $49.50
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The Literacy Teacher’s Playbook

Four Steps for Turning Assessment Data into Goal-Directed Instruction

A Teacher’s Guide to Reading Conferences

“The aim of The Literacy Teacher’s Playbook,” writes Jennifer Serravallo, “is to help you
collect data that is helpful, analyze the data correctly, and make plans based on that data.”

Why are reading conferences so important?
What do effective reading conferences look and sound like?

9780325053004 | 2014 | K-2 | $35.50
9780325043531 | 2013 | 3-6 | $32.95

How do I fit reading conferences into my literacy block?
“Conferring,” writes Jennifer Serravallo, “is where the magic happens.” In this primer,
she reveals that this seeming magic is actually purposeful, responsive instruction.
Jen presents conferences for six specific instructional situations: assessing, goalsetting, strategy lessons, and more. A rich design, replete with infographics and
special features, guides you quickly from learning to teaching.

Teaching Reading in Small Groups

Differentiated Instruction for Building Strategic, Independent Readers

Part of the Classroom Essentials Series
With fresh and engaging content, books in the Classroom Essentials
series bring the transformative power of foundational ideas and student-centered
practices to today’s busy teachers.

9780325099156 | 2019 | K–8 | $27.50

www.pearsoncanada.ca/serravallo

Jen captures the strength of individual conference while working with multiple
students—even if they aren’t reading the same book. For comprehension, fluency,
engagement, print work strategies, and comprehension, she shares ideas for
assessment and flexible grouping structures as well as her own teaching language.

9780325026800 | 2010 | 1–6 | $37.95
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