
Guide to 
Independent 

Reading
Irene C. Fountas & Gay Su Pinnell

Fountas & Pinnell  
LLI RED System Choice Library

The Fountas & Pinnell LLI RED System Choice Library Guide to Independent Reading
is your in-hand tool for use to support students in the independent reading of books from the LLI
Red System Choice Library. Optimize and expand your struggling readers’ reading power with the
LLI Red System Choice Library —150 carefully selected high-quality books (levels K–P) in a range of
genres and captivating topics, written by authors your students will enjoy.

After LLI (Leveled Literacy Intervention) lessons, give your students the opportunity to choose
from this collection of engaging, high-interest books that will build their reading stamina during
independent reading in class or at home. The accompanying Guide to Independent Reading provides
a comprehensive list of titles and levels, as well as a summary with prompts to generate thinking,
talking, and writing about the books. Use the levels to guide your students in making good choices for
successful reading. Choice is a highly motivating factor in reading comprehension; students are more
likely to read purposefully if they can choose texts that reflect their individual interests.

The Fountas & Pinnell LLI RED Choice Library and companion Guide to Independent Reading is for LLI
teachers or classroom teachers seeking to support struggling students’ independent reading, and to
provide daily opportunities for students to read, on their own, books they have selected themselves.
The first step in helping students choose books is to have a good collection at an appropriate range of
reading levels that includes many books that will appeal to both genders and is so well organized that
students can find books quickly. Organize this rich collection of books in a number of ways including by
genre, form, or type. This library is an important investment in the independent reading opportunities
for your students.

Through thoughtful choice during Independent Reading, students:

� Learn to exercise choice as readers, selecting from a wide variety of texts.

� Develop favorite books, types of books, genres, topics, writing styles, and authors.

� Develop the habit of spending a significant amount of time reading.

� Build a “reading agenda” that includes books, authors, and types of books they want
to read in the future.

� Gain “mileage” as readers by processing a large number of texts on a regular basis.

� Engage in fluent reading daily.

� Learn about themselves as readers.

� Become part of a community of readers.

“A significant factor in the progress of intermediate and middle school students
is the opportunity to read a variety of genres and topics related to their own interests.

An increase in the volume of reading will support
your students’ accelerated progress.”

—Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell
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Choice is a highly motivating factor in reading comprehension.  

Students read more purposefully when they choose texts that  

reflect their individual interests. Fountas and Pinnell make it easy  

for you to tap into the power of choice with the convenient  

LLI  System Choice Libraries.

Let them choose from the best  

Each of the LLI System Choice Libraries contain carefully-selected fiction 

and non-fiction trade books in a range of genres and captivating topics. 

Every title was officially leveled by Fountas and Pinnell to their F&P Text 

Level Gradient™, and chosen by them for their high quality, and high 

interest to readers of each age group. These exceptional collections, with 

titles from many well-known series and authors, give readers the 

opportunity to choose books they’ll love and read with success.

Make the most of the power of choice 

Each LLI System Choice Library has an accompanying Guide to 

Independent Reading that provides a comprehensive list of titles and 

levels, book summaries, prompts to generate thinking, talking, and writing 

about the books, and valuable insights about teaching students to make 

good reading choices.

LLI Blue System Choice Library 978-0-325-05941-9
LLI Red System Choice Library 978-0-325-04892-5
LLI Gold System Choice Library 978-0-325-05087-4
LLI Purple System Choice Library 978-0-325-05959-4

Each library includes books, Guide to Independent Reading,  
Display Tubs, Cards, Pockets, and Labels

Increase your students progress with the 
power of choice

Support LLI students’ success and build habits of independent 
and close reading with this collection of high-interest  
books they can select on their own.

150 
Books 
Levels 

N–S

150 
Books 
Levels 

B–M

150 
Books 
Levels 

K–P

For LLI and  
classroom teachers 

seeking to expand 
their students reading 

power

Fountas & Pinnell LLI System Choice Libraries 

250 
Books

LEVELS 
Q–V

LLI Teal System Choice Library 978-0-325-07459-7



Available in Canada through Pearson Canada
Customer Service 1-800-361-6128




