
▲  We are all connected like
strands of a spiderweb.
What affects one of us in
God’s “web” of creation
affects all of us.

We, as the Church, are the people of God. Why do we 
want to lend a helping hand? Why do we speak up when 
we see someone being treated unfairly? What inspires 
us to do good? Simply put, we are made that way. God 
designed us for charity, Jesus showed us how to serve 
others with charity, and the Holy Spirit supports us to 
answer this call to live in charity every day of our lives. 
Doing good is in our nature, it is part of our purpose, 
and it is how we live our faith. When we live in charity, 
care about the common good, and work for justice, we 
are acting in solidarity with others, honouring God, and 
growing in character and in faith.

Sometimes people do not respond to the needs of 
others because they do not feel responsible. They tell 
themselves, “I didn’t cause the problem. The problem 
doesn’t affect me.” But it does. Whether it is through our 
families, our school, or our local, national, and global 
communities, we are all connected. When one person 
in any of these groups suffers injustice, the whole group 
suffers. For this reason, the whole group is responsible 
for the good of all. God designed us that way. 

God calls and equips us to live in charity, but the 
choice is always ours. How will we answer God’s call? 
How will we respond to the needs of others?

• Why do our choices and actions matter to God?

• Why does our action or inaction matter to others?

• Other than lack of money, how can a person be “poor”?

How Do We Answer God’s 
Call to Help Others?
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  In the parable 
of the Good 
Samaritan, his 
compassion 
became action. 

Loving and Serving Those  
in Need
Jesus says to love the Lord our God with all our heart, 
soul, strength, and mind; and our neighbour as 
ourselves. But who exactly is our neighbour? 

Jesus answers this question with the parable of the 
Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25–37). In this parable, two 
men ignored an injured man, but a Samaritan, who 
was moved with pity, stopped to help. The Samaritan 
bandaged the man’s wounds, carried him to an inn, and 
paid for his care. Perhaps all three men felt sorry for the 
injured man, but only the Samaritan made a difference. 
Feeling sorry for someone or wishing someone well is not 
enough. If we see someone in need, it is our mission and 
our responsibility to defend, protect, and care for him 
or her. 

Like the Good Samaritan, we are called to help others, 
especially those who are poor and vulnerable. For some, 
poverty is financial, but poverty comes in many forms. 
Some people suffer poverty of self-worth, poverty of the  
body, or poverty through oppression or exclusion. As  
St. Teresa of Calcutta said, “Loneliness is the most 
terrible poverty.” 

Whoever is kind to 
the poor lends to 
the Lord, and will be 
repaid in full.

—Proverbs 19:17

We Read  
the Bible
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We value everyone, but especially people who are 
vulnerable. When we see and respond to their needs, 
we do it because that is what Jesus would do. We do it 
because it is the right thing to do. We share our blessings 
with vulnerable people and respect their dignity by 
helping them claim what is rightfully theirs. In this way, 
we live out the virtue of solidarity.  

We are called to 
help those who 

are poor and 
vulnerable.
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Words to 
Inspire

You are not making a 
gift of what is yours to 
the poor man, but you 
are giving him back 
what is his. The earth 
belongs to everyone, 
not to the rich.

—St. Ambrose 
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O
ur C

atholic Faith

What We Believe

As Christ’s Body on Earth, we are called to work toward 
the common good and help those who are poor and 
vulnerable. Who might that be in your community? 
Do you know an elderly neighbour who is too frail to 
leave home? Is there a family that might be dealing 
with a serious illness? Or someone who is suffering a 
painful loss?
 If we are unsure of what to do for someone in 
need, we remember Jesus. Jesus is in that person in 
need, so we should ask ourselves, “How would I treat 
Jesus?”
 Jesus is in us, too. He works through us to help 
that person in need. We can rely on His strength and 
help as we do His work. 
 One Church ministry, in particular, dedicates itself 
to helping those who are suffering in body, mind, or 
spirit. It is called pastoral care. Parishioners volunteer 
and, if necessary, may receive special training to best 
serve those in need. Pastoral care includes actions 
such as visiting patients in the hospital or at home, 
bringing the Eucharist to those who cannot 
make it to Mass, and praying with those in 
need. It also includes counselling people 
who are experiencing loss through death 
or separation, difficulty with family 
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Know, Think, Infer   

1. How can loneliness be poverty? What can you do to make a difference?
2.  Why are we especially called to care for those who are poor and 

vulnerable?
3. How does Jesus inspire and help us to help others?

relationships, or other personal problems. 
 Pastoral care is a ministry of presence and support 
that is a blessing to those in need. It respects human 
dignity by helping to meet people’s physical, social, 
emotional, or spiritual needs. Although you may 
be too young to be a pastoral caregiver, you can still 
serve in the same spirit by being aware, present, and 
supportive to people in need in your life, such as your 
grandparents or neighbours. 

Lord, 
open my eyes 
to see those who hunger
so that I may share my food.

Open my heart 
to the lonely and ignored
so that I may share my time.

Open my spirit 
to receive your charity
so that I can share it with others.

May I see a need,
lend a hand, 
and touch a heart, 
one person at a time,
knowing that each one I serve
is You.
Amen.

—Based on Matthew 25:35–36

▲  There are many small and 
simple actions we can take 
to help ease other people’s 
struggles.
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Mother Élisabeth Bruyère

Élisabeth Bruyère was born in 

Québec on March 19, 1818. She 

grew up with a deep faith, a 

commitment to education, and 

a desire to help the poor. She 

became a teacher and, in 1839, 

joined the Grey Nuns in Montréal. 

When she was asked to found a 

new community in Bytown (now 

Ottawa), Mother Bruyère worried 

that she was too inexperienced for 

this challenge. However, she trusted 

in God and founded the Grey Nuns 

in Bytown. Within three months, she 

had opened a school and established 

a hospital, a home for the aged, and 

an orphanage. 

 In 1847, thousands of Irish 

immigrants who were fleeing a 

famine relied on the charity of 

Canadians like Mother Bruyère and 

her sisters. Arriving with no homes, 

no food, no jobs, and no hope, many 

immigrants were suffering and dying 

from typhus. Although typhus was 

very contagious and deadly, Mother 

Bruyère and her sisters took them in. 

No one in need was turned away. 

They served those who were poor by 

nursing them when they were sick 

and by housing hundreds of children 

in their orphanages and educating 

them in their schools. Mother 

Bruyère and her sisters also went 

door to door, begging on behalf of 

those who were poor and collecting 

donations of food, clothes, and 

money from the townspeople.

 By overcoming the prejudices 

of the time, Mother Bruyère drew 

people from different classes, 

backgrounds, and beliefs, and united  

them in the common goal of charity. 

She helped to shape the heart of 

a small town that would one day 

become the nation’s capital. When 

Mother Bruyère died in 1876, her 

community of 198 sisters spanned 

over 23 convents. Her mission 

of love, service, and compassion 

continues to this day in Ottawa’s 

Élisabeth Bruyère Hospital. In 

2016, Mother Bruyère’s cause 

of beatification went before the 

Congregation for the Causes  

of Saints.
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Trust that the Holy Spirit is 
working in you and around 
you. Be open to receiving 
and sharing God’s graces. ▼ 

The Holy Spirit Inspires  
Our Charity 
We are made to love God, and that love is designed to 
be shared with others. As God said in Hebrews 8:10, 
“‘…I will put my laws in their minds, and write them on 
their hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be 
my people.’” We are equipped for a life of charity. When 
we are open to God’s will and purpose for our lives, the 
Holy Spirit stirs our hearts through truth, goodness, 
and beauty, and draws us deeper into the love of Christ. 
As we open our hearts, we may also notice nudges from 
the Holy Spirit. These nudges inspire us to honour 
human dignity in others, to seek the common good, to 
participate in charitable organizations, and to share with 
people in need. The Holy Spirit inspires us to be present, 
to listen, and to share God’s love and invitation.  

As St. Paul said, “Keep alert, 
stand firm in your faith, be 
courageous, be strong. Let all 
that you do be done in love?”  
(1 Corinthians 16:13–14). For 
when we live and act in God’s 
love, we are well on our way to 
fulfilling our mission. 
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Words to 
Inspire

Charity may be a 
very short word, but 
with its tremendous 
meaning of pure love, 
it sums up man’s 
entire relation to God 
and to his neighbour. 

—St. Aelred of Rievaulx 

We Read the Bible

Like good stewards of the 
manifold grace of God, 
serve one another with 
whatever gift each of you 
has received.

—1 Peter 4:10
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Give to everyone who begs from you, and do not refuse anyone who wants to borrow from you.
—Matthew 5:42

Let each of you look not to 

your own interests, but to the 

interests of others.
—Philippians 2:4

Jesus said to him, “If you wish 
to be perfect, go, sell your 
possessions, and give the 
money to the poor, and you 
will have treasure in heaven; 
then come, follow me.”

—Matthew 19:21

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor.
—Luke 4:18 (Isaiah 61:1)

Am I generous with what I 
own?

How can I become less selfish 

and more aware of what 

others need?

What material goods can I 
share with those in need?

How do I share that Good 
News with those in need?

God calls us to share our 
blessings.

God calls us from selfishness 
to care for one another.

Our true riches are found in 
following Jesus. 

Jesus brings his Good News 
to the poor in spirit. 

The Bible says... I think about...The lesson is...

As Christians, charity is our duty, but it is also a source of great 
joy. St. Paul said, “…God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 
9:6–7). God calls us to a life of charity that is rooted in joy, not in 
duty. We want to serve God by serving others, and we are excited 
to have opportunities to use our gifts, talents, and time to make a 
difference. Charity is love in action. By answering God’s call to love 
and serve in a variety of ways, we are blessed with even greater 
joy. As Jesus said, “…‘It is more blessed to give than to receive’” 
(Acts 20:35).

What Does the Bible Say about Charity?

Focus on Scripture
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Zacchaeus, hurry and 
come down; for I must 

stay at your house today.

Be made clean!

Lord, if you choose, you 
can make me clean. 

He invited.

He reached out.

Jesus Inspires Our Charity 
Jesus not only gave us the New Commandment, but 
he also lived by this Law of Love. By loving and serving 
others, especially those who were poor and vulnerable, 
Jesus taught us how to be charitable. He not only saw the 
needs of others, but he also went to them, reached out to 
them, and helped them. By being present, listening, and 
acting, Jesus modelled charity. He taught us that charity 
respects the dignity of every human being as it works for 
justice, forgiveness, and healing. We, as the Church, now 
carry on his mission.
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We Read 
the Bible

...lead a life worthy of 
the calling to which 
you have been called, 
with all humility and 
gentleness, with 
patience, bearing with 
one another in love...

—Ephesians 4:1–2

—Matthew 8:2–3

—Luke 19:5
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Go your way, and 
from now on do not 

sin again.

Let the little children 
come to me.

He showed mercy. 

He provided. He loved.
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At Home

At dinner tonight, brainstorm with your family answers to the 
following questions:
1.  In our lives today, how can we invite, reach out, show mercy, 

provide, and love like Jesus? 
2.  Who is in need in our family, community, and world?
Share your family’s suggestions with the class tomorrow.

—John 8:11

—Mark 10:14—Matthew 14:13–21
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Know, Think, Infer   

1. How did Mother Bruyère model charity and the Law of Love?
2. How does responding in charity help us honour the dignity of others?
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—1 Thessalonians 1:2

—James 5:16
—Colossians 1:9–10

—Philemon 4

—2 Timothy 1:3

Let Us Pray

We can express our charity by giving our time, our talents, our money, and our 
possessions. Support takes many forms. But no matter how we show charity toward 
others, prayer is one of the most powerful ways to share God’s love. 

 As you can see in these passages from the New Testament, praying for one another 
was and still is very powerful and important.
 Whose story of need has touched your heart recently? It may be a story involving 
someone you know or perhaps something you heard about in your community, in the 
news, or online. Ask the Holy Spirit to guide you and open your heart and your eyes to 
those who need your prayers right now.
 Write a prayer asking God to help and bless them. Your prayer does not have to 
be long, but make it specific. Ask for what they most need. Thank God for His love and 
blessing, and end with “Amen.” We do not have to know how God will answer this 
prayer, but we trust that He will answer in His time and in His way. If you pray it every 
day for the next nine days, you will have prayed a novena. You can also send a note 
to the people involved, including a copy of your prayer, to let them know that you are 
with them in prayer and that you have offered up a novena for them. 

We always give thanks to God for 
all of you and mention you in our 
prayers… 

…pray for one another…
The prayer of the righteous is 
powerful and effective.

…we have not ceased praying for you 
and asking that you may be filled 
with the knowledge of God’s will in all 
spiritual wisdom and understanding, so 
that you may lead lives worthy of the 
Lord, fully pleasing to him, as you bear 
fruit in every good work and as you 
grow in the knowledge of God.

When I remember you in my 
prayers, I always thank my God.

…I remember you constantly in my 
prayers night and day.
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Witnessing to the Nations 
Actions really do speak louder than words. When 
someone is hurting physically or emotionally, we can tell 
them that we are sorry they are hurting. However, being 
with them, listening to them, praying for them, or doing 
something thoughtful to help ease their pain truly shows 
our support and concern. In the same way, saying that 
we love God and others is not as meaningful or powerful 
as doing things that show our love and meet their needs.
 As we work for social justice and serve one another 
with charity, we are evangelizing. Evangelizing is when 
we spread the Good News about Jesus Christ and His 
Gospel. We do it with our words and how we live our 
lives. By our loving actions, we are witnessing to our 
faith. We are saying, “You matter, God loves you, and  
so do I.” As Jesus said, “‘By this everyone will know that 
you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.’” 
(John 13:35)
 What messages are your actions telling others?

Canada’s National 
Evangelization Team 
(NET) travels across 
the country, spreading 
the Good News to 
young people through 
speeches, activities, skits, 
music, and games. ▼

Chapter 16 269
©P

Words to 
Inspire

Prayer, humility, and 
charity toward all 
are essential in the 
Christian life: they are 
the way to holiness.

—Pope Francis 
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All authority in 
heaven and on Earth 
has been given to me.

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations…

Our Mission from Jesus
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4th pass

6th pass
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And remember, I am 
with you always, to 
the end of the age.

…baptizing them in 
the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit…

…and teaching them to 
obey everything that I have 

commanded you.

Philip the Evangelist baptizing  
an Ethiopian man

Students learning about 
Jesus in a liturgy group

Baptism in the Eastern 
Catholic tradition

Peter and the Apostles  
preaching to a crowd

Faith Facts

In an Eastern Catholic church, 
the usual mode of Baptism is full 
immersion. The baptismal font is 
deep enough to immerse the child 
fully. There are three candles on the 
font, representing Baptism in the 
Holy Trinity. The child is held facing 
the East, where the throne of God 
(the altar) is located and where the 
Light of Christ comes forth.
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—Based on Matthew 28:18–20
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Charity is the Soul of Holiness
We receive God’s love through serving one another 
and especially through receiving the sacraments. 
Sacramental grace inspires our path to holiness. As we 
receive the sacraments, we become closer to God and 
more connected to the Church. This helps us carry 
out our mission to promote love for our neighbour 
through charity. 

Baptism

Eucharist

Confirmation

Reconciliation
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Know, Think, Infer   

1. Why is charity the greatest virtue?
2. How do the sacraments help us in our mission to serve others?

Through sacramental preparation programs, parishes 
help candidates prepare to receive the sacraments of 
Baptism, Eucharist, Confirmation, Reconciliation, 
and Marriage. Sacramental preparation also helps to 
prepare the families of the candidates by creating special 
opportunities for family members to affirm and celebrate 
their faith. Sacramental preparation helps us better 
understand the meaning of the sacrament we are about 
to receive and the blessings it will bring to our lives and 
to the lives of others through acts of charity.

Holy Orders

Marriage

Anointing of the Sick
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In the 
Parish

Many parishes offer 
classes about the 
beliefs and traditions 
of our faith. When 
students complete 
the classes, they 
can join the Church 
and celebrate the 
sacraments with other 
Church members.
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A Path to Holiness 
St. Clare’s parish community had been waiting a long time for this 
day. Families greeted each other with anticipation, as they took 
their seats in St. Peter’s Cathedral. They were so glad to be part of 
Deacon Baris’s faith journey, as he received the sacrament of Holy 
Orders in the Rite of Ordination.

William could feel their happiness and pride fill the air as he 
waited for Mass to begin. As he looked at the people and families 
seated around him, there were strangers among the familiar faces. 
He knew that Deacon Baris’s family and friends were also there. 
But even though William didn’t know everyone, no one was really 
a stranger in this place. All were united in their witness of this 
moment for Deacon Baris and the others who would be ordained. 

Zoey sat behind Olivia and her family with her parents 
and Owen. As she sat with her head bowed, she remembered a 
conversation with Owen about the history of the priesthood. 
Owen had explained that the priesthood had come down from 
generation to generation in the sacrament of Holy Orders.
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“Think about it,” Owen had said to her.
Zoey had thought of nothing else since. The Apostles chosen 

by Jesus chose another generation of Bishops to carry on their 
work. These Bishops then ordained other Bishops and priests, and 
those Bishops, in turn, did the same thing. 

“Deacon Baris will be able to say that the power of his 
priesthood has come down from Christ himself,” Owen had 
added, with a sense of wonder in his voice. 

In her seat, Olivia remembered her family’s Baptism last 
year. Today was another kind of Baptism for Deacon Baris. 
Just as she had become a new creation in Christ when she was 
baptized, Deacon Baris was being created anew today and given 
new sacramental powers for the common good of the Church 
community. By the sacrament of Holy Orders, he was more fully 
committing himself to the Church as he pledged to serve and act 
in the name of Jesus Christ. 

Callum thought about how 
the grace of the Holy Spirit would 
impact Deacon Baris’s new role. 
Callum knew the power of the 
Holy Spirit in his own life, but 
for Deacon Baris, it would also 
mean having the responsibility 
of leading and supporting God’s 
people in a parish.

The sound of the choir 
signalled the beginning of Mass. 
The people from St. Clare’s parish 
community held their breath, 
turning to watch the centre aisle. 
The procession of candidates for 
ordination  began to pass them. 
As Deacon Baris came into view, 
William, Zoey, Olivia, and Callum were filled with awe. Deacon 
Baris was dressed in a white alb, with a stole drawn across his chest 
to the side. The expression on his face was joyful and prayerful as 
he looked straight ahead toward the altar.  
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As Bishop Phan said Mass, the anticipation for the moment  
of ordination continued to grow. After the Gospel reading,  
Bishop Phan took his place before the candidates for ordination.

The deacon assisting at the ordination ceremony called out, 
“Let Eren Baris, who is to be ordained as a priest, please come 
forward.” 

“Present,” Deacon Baris responded, with his hands folded in 
prayer, as he bowed to the Bishop in reverence.

Father Piere then went to the lectern. “Your Excellency, ” said 
Father Pierre to Bishop Phan, “Holy Mother Church asks you to 
ordain this man, our brother, for service as priest.”

Bishop Phan asked, “Do you judge him to be worthy?”
“After inquiry among the people of Christ and upon 

recommendation of those concerned with his training, I testify 
that he has been found worthy,” said Father Pierre.

Bishop Phan then officially called Deacon Baris to the 
priesthood in the name of the Church. “We rely on the help of the 
Lord God and our Saviour Jesus Christ, and we choose this man, 
our brother, for priesthood in the presbyteral order,” he said.

“Thanks be to God,” the congregation responded, showing 
their agreement. 

The congregation watched as Father Pierre came forward to call 
up the candidates for ordination one by one. All the candidates  
stood side by side after they had been presented and then sat in the 
first pew for the Bishop’s homily.
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Bishop Phan rose to address the candidates for ordination and 
the congregation on the duties of a priest. In his homily, he spoke 
about how Christ’s role as priest, prophet, and King is carried on 
through the work of an ordained priest. He explained that by 
the power of the Holy Spirit, a priest becomes the instrument for 
changing the bread and wine into the Body and Blood of Christ, 
and for forgiving sins.

After the homily, the candidates were asked a series of 
questions. In response, they promised to work together with 
the Bishop and other clergy in the diocese. They promised to 
preach the Gospels and teach the Catholic faith. They promised 
to celebrate the mysteries of Christ, especially the sacrifice of the 
Eucharist and the sacrament of Reconciliation. They promised to 
live a life of prayer, asking for God’s mercy upon the people in their 
care, and they promised to unite more closely with Christ. 

Then each candidate knelt before Bishop Phan, placed their 
hands between his hands, and made a Promise of Obedience 
to him—to share in his ministry and be his co-worker and 
collaborator. The Bishop asked Deacon Baris, “Do you promise 
respect and obedience to me and my successors?” 

“I do,” Deacon Baris replied with a heartfelt voice.
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After the Promise of Obedience, 
all the candidates for ordination lay 
face down on the floor, symbolizing 
their humility before God. Everyone 
assembled sang the Litany of the 
Saints, asking the saints for their 
intercession in asking God to watch 
over the candidates.

Then Bishop Phan prayed: 

Hear us, Lord our God, and pour out upon these  
servants of yours the blessing of the Holy Spirit  
and the grace and power of the priesthood. 
In your sight, we offer these men for ordination:  
support them with your unfailing love. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

At the end of the prayer, the candidates approached the Bishop 
one by one, and he silently laid his hands on them. Then the 
priests came forward and did the same.

When Father Pierre laid his hands on Deacon Baris, Olivia’s 
mother gave her hand a squeeze. Father Pierre had worked with 
Deacon Baris for over a year, counselling him and encouraging him 
along his path to this day. The two men had deep respect for one 
another, and this was the high point of the bond they shared. 
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Bishop Phan laid his hands over Deacon Baris and conferred 
the sacramental grace of the Holy Spirit upon him. He prayed 
the Prayer of Ordination, reminding all present that they were 
intended to work together to bring God’s message to others 
and bring about the kingdom of God. As he prayed, everyone 
assembled in the cathedral joined their own prayers silently  
to those of Bishop Phan: 

Almighty Father,
grant to these servants of yours
the dignity of the priesthood.
Renew within them the Spirit of holiness.
As co-workers with the Order of Bishops,
may they be faithful to the ministry
that they receive from you, Lord God,
and be to others a model of right conduct.

At the conclusion of the prayer, the candidates for ordination  
were ordained!
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Now the vesting began, and Father Pierre once again took part.  
The stole that was drawn across Father Baris’s chest when he 
entered the church was now placed around his neck. Then he  
was vested with a chasuble that he would wear whenever he 
celebrated Mass.

Each new priest came forward to Bishop Phan, who anointed 
the palms of their hands with sacred Chrism. Their hands were 
anointed because they, as priests, would now have the special role 
of serving and leading God’s people and performing the sacred 
duties of his ministry. 

Each new priest was presented with the paten and chalice. As 
Bishop Phan presented the sacred vessels to Father Baris and the 
others, he prayed, 

Receive from the Holy People of God the gifts to be offered to God. 
Know what you do, imitate what you celebrate, and conform your 
life to the mystery of the Lord’s cross.

The Rite of Ordination ended with the Sign of Peace.  
Bishop Phan and then Father Pierre kissed Father Baris on his left 
and right cheek. He now shared a ministry together with Bishop 
Phan and other clergy throughout the world, to celebrate and 
spread God’s love for the faithful. 

When Mass was over, the congregation stirred. The spirit of 
holiness still filled the cathedral. This had been one of the most 
solemn and awe-inspiring church events that William, Zoey, 
Olivia, and Callum had ever experienced.  
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My Faith Journey  

How does my participation in the life and mission of my school 
community reflect the life and mission of the Church?

Growing in Faith

  Focus: Jesus is present in those who are 
poor and the people who serve them. 
What difference does His presence make?

16

C

HAPTER

Deepen Your Faith: How can I express 
God’s love through my individual and 
communal actions?

What a privilege it was to see Father Baris begin his life of 
priestly service. He no longer belonged just to St. Clare’s parish. 
He belonged to Christ’s priesthood and would serve God and the 
faithful for the rest of his life. 

They knew that Father Baris had known his calling since he 
was just a boy. When would they, too, discover their calling? How 
would they be called to serve God? How would their own lives be 
transformed? On a day like today, it was exciting and humbling to 
think of where their own calling might lead them.
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