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weekly lesson Planner

Unit inQUiry: How does our understanding of human dignity affect the way 
we live our faith? 

ChaPter 16: How do we answer God’s call to help others?

learning gOalS:
• We are learning the meaning of human dignity.
• We are learning how Catholic social justice principles call us to protect the

human dignity of all people.

The following sections are to be taught over four days. Adjust the pacing to meet 
students’ needs, ensuring prayer is a component of each day. The Enrich and 
Extend activity is optional.

aCtivate exPlOre COnSOlidate

Students:
• Begin Chapter 16
• explore the chapter opener

questions
• explore the Christian concept

of charity
• create an acrostic poem using

the Christian characteristics
of charity

Students:
• explore the parable of the Good

Samaritan
• create a dramatic presentation

to demonstrate the lesson of
the parable

• create a shared definition
of neighbour

• identify ways serving the needs
of others promotes Catholic social
justice principles

• identify different kinds of poverty
• identify how they can respond

to those in need

Students:
• create a prayer response to

the need to recognize those
in need

• explore the meaning of
pastoral care

• examine ways the Church fulfills
its mission through pastoral care

PrOgram reSOUrCeS

• Student Book p. 256 • Student Book pp. 257–258
• Music: song about Jesus’ mission
• LM 5-11

• Student Book pp. 259–260
• Music: Christian meditation music

Other materialS

• Ball of string or yarn
• K–W–L chart
• Student journals

• Black permanent markers
• Blank paper
• Chart paper
• Coloured markers or pencils
• Smooth stones
• Student journals

• Student journals

ChaPter 16  LESSon 4  Student Book pages 256–260

FOCUS QUeStiOn
How does the Church teach us to respond to the needs of those 
who are poor and vulnerable?

DRAFT



71Unit 5: Rooted in Dignity and Living Our Faith
©P

lesson 4 learning Focus

religiOUS edUCatiOn exPeCtatiOnS aSSeSSment FOr 
learning

SPeCiFiC exPeCtatiOnS* demOnStratiOn OF 
learning

ML3.1: Identify and examine a selection of 
biblical passages to unfold what God revealed 
about the responsibility of individuals and 
social institutions to care for the poor and the 
sick, to be just in what they do.

Students will
• explain God’s call to charity

though the parable of the Good
Samaritan

• use Scripture to identify what
God’s word says about our
responsibility to care for those
who are poor and vulnerable

LC1.1: Articulate the important ways that 
the Church continues in its “apostolic” 
witness (i.e. succession of ministry, teaching, 
Magisterium) and commitment to the 
“apostolate” (i.e. being sent out to proclaim 
the Good News, acts of charity e.g. Kairos,  
St. Vincent de Paul, ShareLife, Development 
and Peace). [CCC 857–870]

Students will
• describe how the ministry of

pastoral care is one way the
Church fulfills its mission to
serve as Christ’s body on Earth
to share God’s love and mercy

LS1.3: List ways the Church exercises its 
authority both locally and globally through 
loving service which witnesses to Christ,  
i.e. promoting the common good (sharing of
the gifts given of Holy Spirit through personal
acts of charity and through participation
in charitable organizations e.g. St. Vincent
de Paul, Development and Peace, Catholic
Charities, Knights of Columbus, Catholic
Women’s League). [CCC 1897–1904]

Students will
• explain how solidarity is

expressed through God’s call
to charity

LS2.2: Define the meaning of the virtue of 
solidarity with respect to material and spiritual 
goods and link solidarity to the Church’s social 
justice teaching on the preferential love of 
the poor and vulnerable (i.e. the human need 
and capacity of love and care for the poor 
and vulnerable which is an expression of our 
faith). [CCC 356–384; 1928–1933; 1391–1401]

Students will
• use Scripture to describe

how we can live the Great
Commandment by loving and
caring for our neighbours,
especially those in need

LS2.3: Apply the principle of solidarity to 
global and/or local issues of injustice and 
describe ways that students can become 
involved in projects of “social charity”.  
[CCC 356–384; 1928–1933; 1391–1401]

Students will
• identify projects in which we

can participate that will assist
those in need

faith
 vOCabUlary/

terminOlOgy

• pastoral care
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PR2.1: Identify and use various means to 
enter into and experience vocal prayer  
(i.e. personal and communal, music, rosary, 
stations of the cross, novena, litanies), 
meditative prayer using various biblical 
passages (e.g. the Beatitudes, Jesus’ prayer 
of petition while on the cross – Father  
forgive them..., Jesus prays in the Garden  
of Gethsemane) and contemplative prayer  
(i.e. silence, images e.g. icons, adoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament). [CCC 2697–2724]

Students will
• demonstrate how we can use

our own prayer to enter into
meditative prayer

• use objects from nature to
enter into meditative prayer

*Note that some expectations are partially met in this lesson; over the course of  the
program, all expectations will be fully met.

CathOliC SChOOl gradUate exPeCtatiOnS

1. A Discerning Believer Formed in the Catholic Faith Community Who:
(d) Develops attitudes and values founded on Catholic social teaching and acts
to promote social responsibility, human solidarity and the common good.
(g) Understands that one’s purpose or call in life comes from God and strives
to discern and live out this call throughout life’s journey.

5. A Collaborative Contributor Who:
(c) Develops one’s God-given potential and makes a meaningful contribution
to society.
(e) Respects the rights, responsibilities and contributions of self and others.

7. A Responsible Citizen Who:
(d) Promotes the sacredness of life.
(e) Witnesses Catholic social teaching by promoting equality, democracy, and
solidarity for a just, peaceful and compassionate society.
(j) Contributes to the common good.

CrOSS-CUrriCUlar COnneCtiOnS

Language 
• Oral Communication:

– Listen in order to understand and respond appropriately in a variety of situations
for a variety of purposes.

– Use speaking skills and strategies appropriately to communicate with different
audiences for a variety of purposes.

• Reading: Read and demonstrate an understanding of a variety of literary, graphic,
and informational texts, using a range of strategies to construct meaning.

• Writing:
– Generate, gather, and organize ideas and information to write for an intended

purpose and audience.
– Draft and revise their writing, using a variety of informational, literary, and

graphic forms and stylistic elements appropriate for the purpose and audience.

The Arts
• Drama: Apply the creative process to process drama and the development of

drama works, using the elements and conventions of drama to communicate
feelings, ideas, and stories.

Family Life 
• Growing in Commitment: Appreciate that humans are called to image the love of

God by committing to faithful relationships.
• Living in the World:  Appreciate that humans are called to image the love of God

by caring for all of God’s gifts of creation.
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a moment of reflection
Consider what Henri Nouwen has to say about the ministry of presence.

More and more, the desire grows in me simply to walk around, greet 
people, enter their homes, sit on their doorsteps, play ball, throw water, 
and be known as someone who wants to live with them. It is a privilege 
to have the time to practice this simple ministry of presence. Still, it is 
not as simple as it seems. My own desire to be useful, to do something 
significant, or to be part of some impressive project is so strong that 
soon my time is taken up by meetings, conferences, study groups, and 
workshops that prevent me from walking the streets. It is difficult not  
to have plans, not to organize people around an urgent cause, and not to 
feel that you are working directly for social progress. But I wonder more 
and more if the first thing shouldn’t be to know people by name, to eat 
and drink with them, to listen to their stories and tell your own, and to  
let them know with words, handshakes, and hugs that you do not simply 
like them, but truly love them.

What are your thoughts in response?

inFOrming yOUr Faith and 
PreParing tO Share yOUr Faith

background information
• The	Catechism	of	the	Catholic	Church	tells	us	the	following	about	Jesus’	

New Commandment of love:

Jesus said to his disciples: “Love one another even as I have loved
you (see Jn 13:34).” In response to the question about the first of the
commandments, Jesus says: “The first is, ‘Hear, O Israel: the Lord our
God, the Lord is one; and you shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your
strength.’ the second is this, ‘You shall love your neighbour as yourself
.’ There is no other commandment greater than these (see Mk 12:29–
31;Deut 6:4–5;Lev 19:18; Mt 22:34–40; Lk 10:25–28).” 

The apostle St. Paul reminds us of this: “He who loves his neighbor has
fulfilled the law. The commandments, ‘You shall not commit adultery,
You shall not kill, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,’ and any other
commandment, are summed up in this sentence, ‘You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.’ Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love
is the fulfilling of the law (see Rom 13:8–10).” (CCC 2196)

• When	we	love	our	neighbour	as	our	self,	we	fulfill	both	Jesus’	
commandment and the Ten Commandments. Love of neighbour cannot
be separated from love of God. It is not possible to truly love God and not
love one’s neighbour.

• In	Luke	10:25–37,	Jesus	was	asked,	“Who	is	my	neighbour?”	In	response,
Jesus told the parable of the Good Samaritan. The narrative addresses
some cultural perceptions in ancient Israel. The priest and the Levite pass
by the wounded man because of their belief that touching blood would
make them unclean. Jesus was demonstrating that the commandments,
the Law, were not about an outside cleanliness but an inner one. We are

For further information on 
Jesus’ New Commandment, 
refer Jesus in the Covenant 
in the Hebrew Scriptures in 
Background Information: 
Extended (see Appendices  
in this Teacher Resource).

TEACHING
TIP
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purified in the eyes of God when we care for our neighbour. The man 
who stopped and helped, the Samaritan, was a considered a religious 
enemy in Judaism. Samaritans had broken with Judaism over theological 
disagreements, and the two groups would not associate with each 
other. The parable demonstrates that care for one’s neighbour overrides 
disagreements and divisions. A so-called enemy is a neighbour that is yet 
to be discovered. A neighbour is universal. Anyone who is in need and 
suffering is a neighbour. His or her care transcends all barriers, including 
financial, political, societal, cultural and emotional. Love of neighbour 
broadens horizons and radically transforms human relationships. 

•	 All	are	neighbours	because	all	are	created	and	loved	by	God	and	are	part	
of His family. Jesus said, “Whoever has seen me has seen the Father” 
(John	14:9).	He	also	told	us	that	when	we	feed	the	hungry,	we	feed	Him.	
When we give the thirsty something to drink, we give it to Him. When  
we visit the prisoner, we visit Him, etc. When we do anything to very  
the least member of His family, we do it to Him (see Matthew 25:35–41). 
Jesus is telling us that each person reflects Him and so our pastoral  
care of each person as a neighbour and a sibling will be credited at our 
life’s end as caring for Him. Those who are poor or are marginalized  
or are suffering especially need our pastoral care. Pastoral care is the  
“living and concrete expression” of the Church’s “evangelizing mission  
in the social, economic, cultural and political realities of the world”  
(see CSDC 524). Ministry of presence is a form of pastoral care that 
meets each person where they are at, provides active listening and 
attention, and supports them in their daily lives. 

resources
For more background on the preceeding consepts, consult the following 
documents:

•	 CCC	1878	and	2196	discuss	love	of	neighbour.

•	 GDC	82	and	115	discuss	Jesus	and	love	of	neighbour.

•	 Pontifical	Council	for	Justice	and	Peace,	Compendium of the Social 
Doctrine of the Church (Rome, 2004), discusses Catholic social teaching.

•	 St.	John	Paul	II,	Encyclical	Letter,	Redemptoris Missio (Rome, 7 
December	1990),	discusses	love	of	neighbour.

activate 

Post the Learning Goal for Lesson 4 and discuss with students what 
they will be learning about this week. Revisit the Learning Goal at the 
beginning of each day and refer to it throughout your teaching over  
the course of the week.

introducing Chapter 16 (page 256)
Invite a volunteer to read the Chapter 16 title question aloud, How Do  
We Answer God’s Call to Help Others? Invite students to share their 

• We are learning how we can 
respond to the needs of those 
who are poor and vulnerable.

LESSON 4
LEARNING GOAL
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responses (e.g., we are all God’s children; everyone God has created is a 
child of God).

Divide the class into six groups. Assign one of the three chapter opener 
questions to each of the groups (two groups will be assigned the  
first question, two groups the second question, and two groups the third 
question). Have groups read and discuss their question and each group 
member make jot notes to track their thinking. On your signal, have 
students mix to form groups of three, so that each group member has jot 
notes for a different question. For each question, have the expert in the 
group read and share their ideas. Allow the other group members to add 
any further thoughts. When all groups have shared, reconvene the class  
and have students share their answers aloud. Responses might include  
the following:

•	 Why	do	our	choices	and	actions	matter	to	God?	(e.g.,	God	has	a	plan	for	
us; God created us to love Him and to love and serve others; we are each 
a child of God; just like any good parent, God’s wish for us is that we live 
according to His will; when we do, we honour and give glory to God)

•	 Why	does	our	action	or	inaction	matter	to	others?	(e.g.,	God	created	us	 
to live in relationship with others; we are to take care of one another; 
when we act in ways that are not loving, we do not live with others we 
should; when we fail to help others, they don’t have an opportunity to 
live fully and neither do we)

•	 Other	than	lack	of	money,	how	can	a	person	be	“poor”?	(e.g.,	to	be	poor	
can be to lack something you need to live life fully; people can be poor if 
they lack the material necessities of life, loving relationships, education, 
a sense of safety and security, faith, freedom, etc.)

Read the chapter opener together. Then examine the photo and read the 
caption on Student Book page 256. To help students understand how we 
are all connected, have them sit in a circle. Explain that each student in the 
class is connected to all of the other students in many ways. Using a ball 
of string or yarn, hold the end of the string and toss the ball to a student in 
the circle. Explain how you are connected to that student. (e.g., I sat behind 
Greg’s family at Mass on Sunday.) Then ask the student to hold onto the 
string and toss the ball to another student in the circle and state how they 
are connected. (e.g., Beth and I live on the same street.) Have students 
continue the activity, tossing the ball each time to someone in the circle 
who hasn’t received it yet, until all students are holding a piece of string. 
You may wish to continue the activity for another round to have students 
make further connections to other students. 

As students offer connections, explore a few by asking a question about the 
connection stated. For example, you might ask:

•	 If	Mia	and	Jonah	live	on	the	same	street,	what	might	happen	if	one	of	
them has a kitchen fire at their house? (e.g., The other family could offer 
to help clean up or take over some food.) 

•	 If	Quentin	and	Sandeep	play	on	the	same	soccer	team,	what	might	
happen if one of their parents isn’t able to drive them to the game?  
(e.g., The other one’s parent might offer to pick them up and drive them 
to the game.) 
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Following the activity, ask: What did you learn about being connected 
to each other? Have students use a think–pair–share strategy to discuss 
the question. (Answers will vary, but students may suggest that they are 
connected in both small and important ways; there are connections to 
others that they might not have considered; that when something happens 
to one person, if usually impacts someone else.)

Read the opening paragraphs of the chapter and examine the visual with 
the class. Have students write the following title in their journals: “God 
designed us for…” Ask students what word completes this statement 
(charity). Have students write the word charity in block letters vertically in 
their journals. Ask them to work with a partner or small group and use the 
information on Student Book page 256 to complete an acrostic poem that 
describes how God designed us for charity (e.g., C is for “caring about the 
common good”; H is for “helping your neighbour”; A is for “all people are 
connected and need our love” and so on). Allow time for students to work 
together, and then have groups share the statements they have chosen to 
complete the poem. Key points may include the following:

•	 Charity	stirs	our	compassion	for	others,	makes	us	feel	outrage	when	we	
see injustice, and moves us to do good for others.

•	 God	created	us	for	charity.

•	 Jesus	showed	us	how	to	serve	with	charity.

•	 The	Holy	Spirit	helps	us	to	live	in	charity	each	day.

•	 Doing	good	is	our	purpose	and	how	we	live	our	faith.

•	 Charity	means	caring	for	the	common	good,	working	for	justice,	and	
acting in solidarity with others.

•	 Charity	helps	us	to	honour	God	and	grow	in	character	and	faith.

•	 We	are	responsible	for	everyone.

•	 We	belong	to	many	connected	communities.

•	 The	whole	group	suff	ers	when	one	person	suff	ers.

Have students examine the photo on Student Book page 256 again. Using 
a think–pair–share, ask: How might this image show what it means to 
be designed by God for charity? (e.g., Because we are connected to each 
other, we need to show love and charity to one another; all the individual 
threads of the web are interconnected to form one beautiful whole, just as 
we are all connected to one another and all God’s creation). 

As students contemplate this image, read aloud the questions in the text: 

•	 How	will	we	answer	God’s	call?	

•	 How	will	we	respond	to	the	needs	of	others?	

Invite students to quietly consider each question. You might wish to read 
these questions a second time as students continue to quietly contemplate.

Invite students to join you in off ering prayers of intercession based on the 
Catholic social justice principles. Assign each of the intercessions to one 
student to lead during the prayer.

LANGUAGE
CONNECTION

TECHNOLOGY
OPPORTUNITY

Students may wish to use slide 
presentation software to create, 
animate, and share their acrostic 
poems.

Students may prefer to represent 
how God designed us for 
charity visudally (e.g., drawings, 
colour, graphics) or vocally 
(e.g., a chant, song, or rap).

DIFFERENTIATED
INSTRUCTIONDI

Observe, listen, and examine 
student responses to assess 
students’ understanding of how 
solidarity is expressed through 
God’s call to charity.

ASSESSMENT 
OPPORTUNITY
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Pause to Pray

Gather students in prayer. The response is: God of love, hear our 
prayer. Begin with the Sign of the Cross.

For all people who feel hopeless, who feel unlovable, who are lost 
in loneliness, and who do not recognize their own dignity, we pray 
to the Lord.
Response: God of love, hear our prayer

For all people who work to ensure the needs of all in society are 
met, not just the wealthy and the powerful, we pray to the Lord.
Response: God of love, hear our prayer

For all people who motivate others to come together to respond to 
the needs of our human family, we pray to the Lord.
Response: God of love, hear our prayer

For all people who are the most vulnerable in our society, people 
who are on the margins, who are poor, who are neglected, who are 
exploited, we pray to the Lord.
Response: God of love, hear our prayer

For all people who are a voice for the created world, who work to 
ensure future generations can enjoy the gift of God’s creation, we 
pray to the Lord.
Response: God of love, hear our prayer

For all people who feel unable to contribute to their community, to 
vote, to work for change, we pray to the Lord.
Response: God of love, hear our prayer

For all people who recognize the rights of all, who ensure rules 
and laws are fair and protect everyone, we pray to the Lord.
Response: God of love, hear our prayer

For all people who struggle to fi nd work, who work in unsafe 
conditions, who do not make a fair day’s wage, who are unable to 
provide for their families, we pray to the Lord.
Response: God of love, hear our prayer

For all people, including ourselves, who work daily for peace in 
our homes, our schools, our communities, our country, and the 
world, we pray to the Lord.
Response: God of love, hear our prayer

Pray the Lord’s Prayer together. Close with the Sign of the Cross.

Draw students’ attention to the K–W–L chart from the unit opener. Have 
them add any new facts to the chart, check off  any questions that have been 
answered, and pose any new questions they may have.

For this Pause and Pray, consider 
assigning students to read 
individual petitions.

TEACHING
TIP

INQUIRY
OPPORTUNITY

DRAFT



78  Growing in Faith, Growing in Christ Grade 5 Teacher Resource
©P

explore

Distribute a smooth stone to each student and provide black permanent 
markers for the class to share. On one side of the stone, have students 
write their name. On the other side, have them identify one gift they have 
been given by the Holy Spirit that helps them to love and serve others 
(e.g., courage, kindness, patience, love, good friend, listens well). Students 
may identify that gift using one or two words, a picture, or a symbol that 
represents it. As students refl ect upon their gift, play song about Jesus’ 
mission. Encourage students to enjoy listening to the song and to join in 
where they are able. 

Invite students to pray, holding their completed stones in their hands 
to focus.

Following the prayer, invite students to place their stones on the Prayer 
Table as a sign of solidarity and commitment to share their faith and 
witness to the love of God by loving and serving others.

Revisit students’ acrostic poems from the previous lesson. Have students 
meet in small groups and share their poems. Provide each group with a 
piece of drawing paper and ask them to write the letters C H A R I T Y 
vertically on the left side of the paper. Have them choose statements from 
the variety of acrostics in their group to complete a new poem. Ask each 
member of the group to tag the new version with their initials or a symbol 
that represents them. Invite each group to read their poem to the class. 
Allow students to embellish the work in their spare time to create a poster 
to display in a common area of the school.

In advance of the Explore 
activity, procure smooth stones 
(available at craft stores), or 
ask students to bring in stones 
from home. Note that the stones 
should fi t easily into the palm 
of a student’s hand. Cut sheets 
of paper into four random shapes 
that fi t together like pieces of a 
puzzle to provide each student 
with a set of four puzzle pieces.

TEACHING
TIP

Pause to Pray

Gather students for prayer and off er a prayer such as the one below. 
Begin with the Sign of the Cross.

Loving God,
You sent your Son into the world to share your love and mercy.
By the power of the Holy Spirit, may we receive the gifts we need to 
continue His mission today.
We pray that we might grow in faith and love each day so we can 
spread the Good News of Jesus and be witnesses of your love in 
our service to others.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen.

Pray the Prayer to the Holy Spirit together. 

Close with the Sign of the Cross.

THE ARTS
CONNECTION

LANGUAGE
CONNECTION

Observe and listen to assess 
students’ ability to use objects 
from nature to enter into 
meditative prayer.

ASSESSMENT 
OPPORTUNITY
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loving and Serving those in need (pages 257–258)
To introduce this section of the Student Book, share with students that 
when Jesus said, “Love the Lord your God with your whole heart soul, 
strength, and mind, and love your neighbour as yourself,” the people  
asked, “Who is my neighbour?” Then Jesus told the parable of the  
Good Samaritan.

Ask students what they recall of the parable. Have students first work in 
small groups to recall the details of the story. Then call upon a volunteer 
from one group to begin to retell the parable and have each group in turn 
provide further detail. Next, invite a student to the Prayer Table to locate 
and proclaim the parable of the Good Samaritan in the Bible (Luke 10: 
25–37).

Ask students to identify any details that were missed in their retelling. 
Explain to students that the parable begins with the Great Commandment 
that Jesus continues to emphasize in His ministry: You shall love the  
Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all  
your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbour as yourself.

Using a think–write–pair–share strategy, ask students what Jesus was trying 
to teach through this parable. (e.g., Through the Great Commandment,  
God calls us to show charity and compassion to all of our neighbours. 
The focus of the parable is to develop an understanding of “who is my 
neighbour?” so we may live the Great Commandment and put our faith in 
action.) Invite students to share their responses with the class.

Remind students that Jesus used parables to teach. It was no mistake that 
Jesus chose these particular characters to include in the parable of the Good 
Samaritan—they taught an important lesson about who our neighbours are 
and how we are to treat them.

Explain to students that in Jesus’ time the characters of the Levite and the 
priest worked in the temple. The Jewish people had very strict laws about 
purity and cleanliness. Anyone working in the temple was not allowed to 
touch a dead body. When they saw the man lying on the roadway, they 
may have thought he was dead but did not stop to check. The Samaritan 
was not a Jew. The Samaritans and the Jews were enemies who very rarely 
associated with one another. 

Using a think–write–pair–share strategy, ask: In the parable, why do you 
think Jesus chose a Samaritan to help the Jewish man who had been beaten 
and robbed? What was he trying to teach? (e.g., We are not just to be kind 
and charitable to people we like. In the story, Jesus is reminding us that 
everyone—including our enemies—is a child of God and has dignity. We 
have a responsibility for our enemy as well as for our friend.) 

You may wish to have students compose and dramatize a re-enactment  
of the parable. Encourage students to use dialogue and actions to enhance 
the meaning and detail in the story. Allow them to include additional 
characters. Have them present their scenes to the class. 

Have students work with an elbow partner to read Loving and Serving 
Those	in	Need	on	Student	Book	pages	257–258.	Using	a	think–pair–
share strategy, have the partners work together to consider the following 

Observe, listen, and examine 
student responses to assess 
students’ understanding of God’s 
call to charity through the parable 
of the Good Samaritan.

ASSESSMENT 
OPPORTUNITY

Observe, listen, and examine 
student responses to assess 
students’ ability to identify what 
God’s word says about our 
responsibility to care for those 
who are poor and vulnerable.

ASSESSMENT 
OPPORTUNITY

ABC

Encourage students to 
share the parable of the 
Good Samaritan and what 
they have learned about 
recognizing and loving 
their neighbour with their 
families. Ask them to talk 
about ways they can show 
kindness, compassion, 
and love to others in 
their community. Have 
them share their morning 
reflection with family 
members and invite them 
to join them in prayer.

At Home
with Family

THE ARTS
CONNECTION
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question: How are we called to live the Great Commandment? (In order to 
live Jesus’ Great Commandment—living with God’s love and loving our 
neighbours—we need to understand who our neighbour is and then turn  
our compassion into action to care for them as God cares for all of us.) 

Explain to students that we are called to help others, especially those who 
are poor and vulnerable. Remind students that that this is an expression 
to describe the people who are most in need among us. Students will have 
an opportunity to further develop an understanding of the types of poverty 
as the lesson progresses.

Focus students’ attention on the art and read the caption on Student Book 
257. Invite students to share their thoughts of what they think is happening 
in the art (e.g., a man (wearing yellow) is on the ground, hurt and bleeding; 
another man (wearing red, the “Good Samaritan”) is helping him and 
is tending to his wounds; a third man (in black) has his back turned 
and is walking away from the scene;  maybe the man in yellow tripped 
on the rocky path, dropped his basket, and fell to the ground and hurt 
himself). Ask student pairs to discuss the following: What must happen 
for compassion to become action? (e.g., when we feel compassion, we 
can imagine another person’s experience and feel the injustice they feel; 
but sharing a feeling of injustice or a need for help is not enough; if we 
see someone in need we must try to help them; we can have empathy for 
someone, but we also need to do something to help them; loving someone 
means helping them or trying to change the situation; helping may mean 
asking an adult)

Remind students that we need to know who our neighbour is, just as the 
people of Jesus’ time needed to learn who their neighbours were in order  
to care for them.

Organize students to work in groups of three or four to draft a definition  
of the word neighbour based on an understanding of the parable of the 
Good Samaritan. Have the groups share their definitions and, through 
a shared writing process, compose a common definition of the word 
neighbour. (e.g., a neighbour is any person created in the image of God; 
anyone who needs my help; anyone in need, especially those who are poor 
and vulnerable)

Direct	students	to	read	Proverbs	19:17	in	we read the bible (page 257). 
Using a whole-class discussion, ask: 

•	 What	does	it	mean	to	lend	to	someone?	(you	give	something	to	a	person	
and then expect to have it returned later, or repaid) 

•	 In	this	proverb,	God	repays	the	debt,	not	the	one	who	is	poor.	What	do	
you think the writer of the proverb is trying to teach us about God? (God 
wants us to show kindness to the poor and expect nothing from them 
in return; it is God who will be pleased with our love and compassion; 
God will repay us; unlike others who might fail to repay a debt, God will 
never forget)

•	 How	might	we	be	repaid	in	full?	(when	we	love	our	neighbour	and	care	
for the vulnerable, we will be with God in heaven)

We Read the 
Bible

Listen as students discuss the 
meaning of the word neighbour 
and compose a definition to 
assess their understanding of 
how Scripture teaches us to 
live the Great Commandment 
by loving and caring for our 
neighbours, especially those  
in need.

ASSESSMENT 
OPPORTUNITY

THE ARTS
CONNECTION
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Have	students	examine	each	photo	on	Student	Book	page	258.	Using	a	
think–pair–share strategy, ask: 

•	 How	does	each	image	help	us	understand	our	role	in	serving	those	in	
need? (Answers will vary, but students should suggest that when we see 
people in need, we take action to help fulfill their need.) 

•	 How	do	they	show	compassion	becoming	action?	(e.g.,	it	is	not	enough	
to just empathize with others and feel bad for those who are in need)

Ask: What can the word poor mean other than not having enough money? 
(e.g., people may need basic things, such as food, clothes, shelter, or 
companionship; being poor can mean that we lack anything we would 
expect a human to have, such as a safe place to live or basic health care) 
Distribute LM 5-11: Many Kinds of Poverty and go through each point 
to help students understand the broader meaning of the words poor and 
poverty. Invite students to work with a partner or small group to write 
an example for each on LM 5-11.

Direct students to words to inspire (page 258). Read the quotation from 
St. Ambrose. Explain that when someone is poor, they are missing the 
necessities they should have because we are all equal under God. 

Have students work with a partner. Ask: What do you think St. Ambrose 
means when he says, “You are not making a gift of what is yours to the 
poor man, but you are giving him back what is his”? Allow time for 
partners to talk this through and then ask for responses (e.g., when we help 
someone in need, we are giving them what they should have had in the  
first place; there are certain basic things that every person should expect 
to have because we are all are created in God’s image and have dignity). 
Highlight the connection between responding to the needs of those who  
are poor and vulnerable and living in solidarity.

Provide students with a piece of blank paper cut randomly into four 
sections so that each section is a different size or shape and creates a four-
piece puzzle. Have students work in pairs or groups of four to identify one 
way the class can respond to those in need in their school, their community, 
or globally. Have them describe the action on their piece of the puzzle, 
outline it in colourful markers, and decorate or add an illustration to the 
puzzle piece. Display the pieces to show how we are interdependent  
but that we can solve problems when we work together.

You may wish to display all of the students’ puzzles together to create one 
large class puzzle. 

THE ARTS
CONNECTION

Observe and examine student 
artwork to assess their 
understanding of how they can 
become involved in projects to 
serve those who are poor.

ASSESSMENT 
OPPORTUNITY

reflect and Connect

How do my actions show others that I know that everyone is 
my neighbour?

To reflect on what they have learned thus far in Lesson 4, ask 
students the above question. (Answers will vary, but students 
might suggest that their actions show they love others as they love 
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Consolidate

Revisit the Learning Goal with students to review what they have learned 
and to touch on any topics that may need further emphasis. 

Our Catholic Faith: what we believe (pages 259–260)
Have	students	read	the	fi	rst	paragraph	on	Student	Book	page	259.	Using	
a think–pair–share strategy, ask: What do you think people most need 
from others at these times? (e.g., a hug; someone to listen to how they are 
feeling; someone to sit with them and off er support; help with tasks that 
might be incomplete because of their situation; someone to pray with and 
renew their faith)

Using a think–pair–share strategy, ask students to answer the question: 
What does it mean to be the Body of Christ on Earth? (e.g., Christ dwells 
within us. This means that when we love and serve others, we are Christ 
for others.) Elicit that if Christ dwells in all people, this also means that 
we serve Christ when we serve others.

Write the words “pastoral care” on chart paper or the board and point out 
the word pastoral. Ask students to identify words that might come from the 
same root or be related to pastoral. (e.g., pastor, pasture) Explain that all of 
these words come from the Latin word pastoralis, which means “shepherd.” 
A pastor is someone who takes care of his congregation, or his “fl ock,” like 
a shepherd. A pasture is the place where shepherds tend their sheep.

Pause to Pray

Gather students for prayer and pray the Lord’s Prayer together. 
Begin and end with the Sign of the Cross. 

LANGUAGE
CONNECTION

Although students might not 
personally know individuals 
like those described in the text, 
encourage students to refl ect 
on how it feels to be very sad, 
afraid, sick, or alone.

TEACHING
TIP

themselves; they know that a neighbour is anyone in need because 
they can be seen helping others; and they stand up for others, 
regardless of who they are.) Remind students that the parable of the 
Good Samaritan shows what it means to love your neighbour. Our 
actions should show the same. Sometimes we do very well to love 
and serve others. Sometimes it is a challenge. Have students think 
about some positive steps they can take to remember the dignity of 
each person when they do not feel as charitable as they should.

(COntinUed)
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Have students read the remainder of the selection. Ask: What is pastoral 
care? (e.g., taking care of the physical and spiritual needs of those  
who may be ill, elderly, or who may not be able to leave their homes) Invite 
any students who may have experience with pastoral care to share their 
thoughts. Indicate to students that pastoral care is a particular ministry of 
the Church dedicated to helping those suffering in body, mind, or spirit. 

Ask students for examples of how individuals might suffer in body, mind, 
or spirit (e.g., body: physical disabilities, serious illness, frailty in the 
elderly; mind: mental illness such as depression, memory loss, or dementia 
from age; spirit: feelings of loneliness or hopelessness, loss of faith)  
and record them on the chart paper or the board. Review the examples and 
photos showing of pastoral care in the Student Book, and, use a shared 
writing strategy to compose a definition of “pastoral care” on the chart 
paper or board.

Ask: What is a “ministry of presence”? (e.g., it means to be there for 
someone; to genuinely give your attention and your care to another person 
while you are with them; we feel Jesus’ love and presence in our lives and 
share that with others in need as He did to live the New Commandment)

We continue Jesus’ mission by being His body on Earth. Have students 
work with a partner to think about how they can continue Jesus’ mission. 
Have	pairs	examine	the	photos	on	Student	Book	pages	259	–260	and	read	
the caption. Have students confer with their partner to answer the question: 
What small actions might you do to help ease their struggles? (e.g., actions 
that allow me to be aware, present, and supportive to people in need, such 
as visiting long-term care facilities, delivering meals, praying with students 
in need; acts of charity and acts of justice; pastoral care activities with my 
parish) Invite students to share their responses, and record them on the 
chart paper or the board with the earlier responses about how people might 
suffer in body, mind, and spirit.

Write the following question on the board for the class to examine: How 
does the Church fulfill Jesus’ mission with the ministry of pastoral care?

Use a discussion reel to explore ways the Church reaches out through 
pastoral care. Divide the class into two groups. Have members of each 
group line up opposite each other. Have each student take a moment to 
think about the question and formulate one suggestion in their mind. On 
your signal, have the students standing opposite each other share their 
ideas. After a moment, have students move to the right to stand opposite 
the next person in line. Have the students at the end of the lines, without 
a partner, move to the other end to fill in the gaps. They then share 
their responses with the person opposite them. Signal students to move 
again. Complete four or five rounds of the activity, so students have an 
opportunity to hear and discuss several different ideas. Then have them 
return to their journals and write a complete response to the question. 
(Students may suggest the following responses: this ministry brings 
together members of the Church to care for others; it is dedicated to 
helping those suffering in body, mind or spirit—and thus working toward 
the common good for those who are poor and vulnerable; it is a way to 
share God’s love and mercy with those in need; it spreads the Good News 
through loving action.)

Observe student conversations 
and review journal entries to 
assess students’ understanding 
of how the ministry of pastoral 
care is one way the Church 
fulfills its mission to serve as 
Christ’s body on Earth to share 
God’s love and mercy.

ASSESSMENT 
OPPORTUNITY

Invite one or more 
members of the parish 
team to speak to the class 
about the services provided 
through pastoral care in 
the parish. Prior to the visit, 
have students compose 
a bank of questions they 
wish to have answered.

In the  
Parish

ABC

Consider referencing the local 
parish bulletin, which could note 
those who are ill and in need  
of prayer.

TEACHING
TIP

Allow students the opportunity  
to express their thinking in  
a variety of ways (e.g., in a  
written response, in a visual 
representation, or in an  
oral response)

DIFFERENTIATED
INSTRUCTIONDI
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After the prayer, have students meet in pairs or small groups. Have them 
examine the prayer on Student Book page 260 together. Ask students 
to use a similar format and write another verse or two to add to the prayer, 
referencing their hands, arms, ears, minds, and lips. Have them add 
their verse to their journals and embellish it as you play Christian 
meditation music.

know, think, infer (page 260) Review these questions on Student Book 
page 260. Students may work with a partner to complete these questions in 
their journals.

1. How can loneliness be poverty? What can you do to make a diff erence? 
(e.g., Loneliness can be poverty because we are without people who 
we can share feelings, ideas, and friendship with. We feel isolated and 
alone. We can make a diff erence by reaching out to those who seem to 
be alone or those who have few friends. We can talk with them and invite 
them to join in our activities.) 

2. Why are we especially called to care for those who are poor and 
vulnerable? (e.g., Those who are poor don’t have resources to help 
themselves and may need us to off er them help. They may not have the 
same opportunities we have. Jesus taught us to look for those who 
have less and help them. He showed us that was loving action.) 

3. How does Jesus inspire and help me to help others? (Through His 
teaching and His actions, Jesus showed us how to reach out to those in 
need. He helped us to understand we are all created in God’s image and 
have dignity because God loves us.)

Observe and examine student 
prayers to assess students’ 
understanding of how we can 
use our own prayer to enter into 
meditative prayer.

ASSESSMENT 
OPPORTUNITY

Pause to Pray

Have students locate and retrieve the stone on the prayer table they 
created earlier in the lesson. Gather students in prayer. Invite students 
to join in the prayer on Student Book page 260 as they hold their 
stone, naming their God-given gift that helps them to love and serve 
others (e.g., I can use the gift of…to …). 

Begin and end with the Sign of the Cross.

The Know, Think, Infer questions 
provide an opportunity to assess 
students’ depth of understanding 
of the content addressed in 
the previous section of the 
Student Book. Listen to students’ 
responses in discussions, and 
conference with students about 
their written work.

ASSESSMENT 
OPPORTUNITY

refl ect and Connect

To have students refl ect on their learning in Lesson 4, ask:
How can I care for those who are poor in my community?

Ask students to consider the above question. Ensure students 
consider the many types of poverty. Possible responses include 
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Enrich and Extend
Have students work with a partner to create a pamphlet that details 
how they can offer pastoral care to those in need within their parish. 
Students can fold a piece of paper in half or thirds to create a format for 
the pamphlet. Explain that the pamphlet should include the following 
information:

•	 WHO	they	hope	to	serve

•	 WHAT	gifts	they	can	bring	to	those	they	serve

•	 WHAT	actions	they	might	do	to	help	ease	the	struggles	of	others

•	 WHY	it	is	their	mission,	as	Christians,	to	serve

If possible, invite a parish pastoral worker to the class to share with 
students how they minister to individuals in need in the parish. If that is 
not possible, arrange for a phone call, or online video or audio call, with 
a pastoral worker. Have students share their pamphlet with the pastoral 
worker and ask questions about his or her ministry. 

organizing fundraisers, volunteering, donating used items, prayer, 
working with Church groups, and spending time with elderly 
neighbours who are lonely. Have students respond in their journals, 
using words or pictures, or respond orally to the teacher. 

(COntinUed)
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weekly lesson Planner

Unit inQUiry: How does our understanding of human dignity affect the way 
we live our faith? 

ChaPter 16: How do we answer God’s call to help others?

learning gOalS:
• We are learning how the Holy Spirit inspires us to live a life of charity. 
• We are learning how charity can lead us to prayer.

The following sections are to be taught over four days. Adjust the pacing to meet 
students’ needs, ensuring prayer is a component of each day. The Enrich and 
Extend activity is optional.

aCtivate exPlOre COnSOlidate

Students:
• recall the life of Pier Giorgio 

Frassati
• explore the life of Mother Élisabeth 

Bruyère
• identify how Mother Élisabeth 

Bruyère lived out the Catholic social 
justice principles, writing a letter in 
support of her canonization 

Students:
• review the events of Pentecost 

through dramatic movement
• identify gifts of the Holy Spirit 

required to carry out our baptismal 
mission

• create a “Wanted” poster to identify 
gifts needed to evangelize

• examine Scripture to learn what the 
Bible and Jesus teach about charity

• review how charity can bring joy
• identify their own gifts
• write a letter in recognition of 

people in the community living 
out charity and the Catholic social 
justice principles 

Students:
• complete a graffiti board to explain 

what they know about prayer
• create a mind map of the 5WH 

questions about prayer
• recall the structure and purpose of 

a novena
• write a novena to pray for a 

particular need

PrOgram reSOUrCeS

• Student Book p. 261 
• LM 5-12

• Student Book pp. 262–265
• Grade 2 Poster 17 (optional)

• Student Book p. 266 
• Music: Christian meditation music

Other materialS

• Student journals • Bibles 
• Chart paper
• Drawing paper
• Coloured markers, coloured pencils, 

pastels
• Interactive whiteboard (optional)
• Markers
• Student journals
• “Wanted” poster examples 

(optional)

• Chart paper or drawing paper
• Markers
• Student journals

ChaPter 16  LESSon 5  Student Book pages 261–266

FOCUS QUeStiOn
How does living a life of charity help us grow in our faith?
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lesson 5 learning Focus

religiOUS edUCatiOn exPeCtatiOnS aSSeSSment FOr 
learning

SPeCiFiC exPeCtatiOnS* demOnStratiOn OF 
learning

CL3.2: Name the images and symbols 
associated with Holy Thursday and Pentecost 
(e.g. sacred oils, bread and wine, foot 
washing, wind and tongues of fire) and explain 
what they convey and how their meaning 
deepen our Christian faith and guides our life 
of witness and service. [CCC 1145–1155]

Students will
• identify the details and symbols 

associated with Pentecost and 
explain how they strengthened 
the faith of the disciples

ML1.3: Identify, using passages from the 
New Testament, the ways we are called to 
live the New Commandment (i.e. conversion 
of heart, developing in our lives an interior 
law of charity, openness to the grace of the 
Holy Spirit) in the choices we make, in our 
relationship with God and others.  
[CCC 1965–1986]

Students will
• explain the way people in the 

community live out the call  
of charity 

• explain what God’s Word says 
about our responsibility to care 
for those who are poor and 
vulnerable describe the ways 
charity can bring joy

ML1.4: Identify through the lives of the saints 
how being people of faith, hope and charity 
(i.e. the “evangelical counsels”) promotes 
the development of charity in our lives and 
perfection in living the New Law. [CCC 1973–
1974; 1987–2029]

Students will
• explain how Mother Élisabeth 

Bruyère can inspire a life of 
charity and holiness through 
living out the Catholic social 
justice principles

ML3.1: Identify and examine a selection of 
biblical passages to unfold what God revealed 
about the responsibility of individuals and 
social institutions to care for the poor and the 
sick, to be just in what they do.

Students will:
• explain what God’s Word says 

about charity 

ML3.3: Identify the principles of social justice 
outlined by the Magisterium of the Church 
and explain why they are teachings that 
address communal social sin and are called 
to holiness. [CCC 1928–1948; Compendium of 
the Social Doctrine of the Church]

Students will:
• explain how Mother Élisabeth 

Bruyère lived the Catholic 
social justice principles in 
charity

LC1.1: Articulate the important ways that 
the Church continues in its “apostolic” 
witness (i.e. succession of ministry, teaching, 
Magisterium) and commitment to the 
“apostolate” (i.e. being sent out to proclaim 
the Good News, acts of charity e.g. Kairos,  
St. Vincent de Paul, ShareLife, Development 
and Peace). [CCC 857–870]

Students will 
• demonstrate through a 

“Wanted” poster how the  
Holy Spirit guides members of 
the Church to witness to God’s 
love and to fulfill their mission 
to evangelize

LC1.2: Identify how members of the Church 
witness to God’s universal love, to the nature 
of the Church being “catholic” and to the 
promotion of relationships with non-Christians 
(i.e. Muslims) and other paths of missionary 
witness. [CCC 830–856]

Students will 
• demonstrate through our 

“Wanted” poster how the  
Holy Spirit guides members of 
the Church to witness to God’s 
love and to fulfill their mission 
to evangelize to all people

faith
 vOCabUlary/
              terminOlOgy

• beatification
• canonization
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LS1.3: List ways the Church exercises its 
authority both locally and globally through 
loving service which witnesses to Christ,  
i.e. promoting the common good (sharing of 
the gifts given of Holy Spirit through personal 
acts of charity and through participation 
in charitable organizations e.g. St. Vincent 
de Paul, Development and Peace, Catholic 
Charities, Knights of Columbus, Catholic 
Women’s League). [CCC 1897–1904]

Students will
• explain how members of the 

Church witness to God’s love 
and inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit through charity

LS2.2: Define the meaning of the virtue of 
solidarity with respect to material and spiritual 
goods and link solidarity to the Church’s social 
justice teaching on the preferential love of 
the poor and vulnerable (i.e. the human need 
and capacity of love and care for the poor 
and vulnerable which is an expression of our 
faith). [CCC 356–384; 1928–1933; 1391–1401]

Students will:
• explain the call to live lives of 

charity according to Jesus’ 
example in Scripture and to 
respond in solidarity to the 
needs of those who are poor 
and vulnerable

PR2.1: Identify and use various means to 
enter into and experience vocal prayer  
(i.e. personal and communal, music, rosary, 
stations of the cross, novena, litanies), 
meditative prayer using various biblical 
passages (e.g. the Beatitudes, Jesus’ prayer 
of petition while on the cross – Father 
forgive them..., Jesus prays in the Garden of 
Gethsemane) and contemplative prayer  
(i.e. silence, images e.g. icons, adoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament). [CCC 2697–2724]

Students will: 
• explain how praying a novena 

can help us to respond with 
charity to love and serve others

*Note that some expectations are partially met in this lesson; over the course of  the 
program, all expectations will be fully met. 

CathOliC SChOOl gradUate exPeCtatiOnS

1. A Discerning Believer Formed in the Catholic Faith Community Who:
(b) Participates in the sacramental life of the church and demonstrates an 
understanding of the centrality of the Eucharist to our Catholic story. 
(d) Develops attitudes and values founded on Catholic social teaching and acts 
to promote social responsibility, human solidarity and the common good.

5. A Collaborative Contributor Who: 
(a) Works effectively as an interdependent team member. 
(d) Finds meaning, dignity, fulfilment and vocation in work which contributes to 
the common good.

7. A Responsible Citizen Who: 
(e) Witnesses Catholic social teaching by promoting equality, democracy, and 
solidarity for a just, peaceful and compassionate society. 
(f) Respects and affirms the diversity and interdependence of the world’s 
peoples and cultures. 
(g) Respects and understands the history, cultural heritage and pluralism of 
today’s contemporary society. 
(j) Contributes to the common good.
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CrOSS-CUrriCUlar COnneCtiOnS

Language 
• Oral Communication: Use speaking skills and strategies appropriately to 

communicate with different audiences for a variety of purposes.
• Reading: Read and demonstrate an understanding of a variety of literary, graphic, 

and informational texts, using a range of strategies to construct meaning.
• Writing: Generate, gather, and organize ideas and information to write for an 

intended purpose and audience.

The Arts
• Drama: Apply the creative process to process drama and the development of 

drama works, using the elements and conventions of drama to communicate 
feelings, ideas, and stories.

• Visual Arts: Apply the creative process to produce a variety of two- and three-
dimensional art works, using elements, principles, and techniques of visual arts to 
communicate feelings, ideas, and understandings.

Family Life 
• Growing in Commitment: Appreciate that humans are called to image the love of 

God by committing to faithful relationships. 
• Living in the World:  Appreciate that humans are called to image the love of God 

by caring for all of God’s gifts of creation.

a moment of reflection
This week, students will explore the meaning of the scripture verse,  
“God	loves	a	cheerful	giver”	(2	Corinthians	9:7).	Pope	Benedict	offered	the	
following message for the 27th World Youth Day in 2012. 

…Joy is intimately linked to love. They are inseparable gifts of the Holy 
Spirit (cf. Gal 5:23). Love gives rise to joy, and joy is a form of love. 
Blessed Teresa of Calcutta drew on Jesus’ words: “It is more blessed to 
give than to receive” (Acts 20:35) when she said: “Joy is a net of love 
by which you can catch souls; God loves a cheerful giver. Whoever gives 
with joy gives more”. As the Servant of God Paul VI wrote: “In God 
himself, all is joy because all is giving” (Apostolic Exhortation Gaudete 
in Domino, 9 May 1975)…

If we are to experience the joy of love, we must also be generous. We 
cannot be content to give the minimum. We need to be fully committed in 
life and to pay particular attention to those in need. The world needs men 
and women who are competent and generous, willing to be at the service 
of the common good…

Ask yourself: Am I fully committed? Do I serve with generosity? Am I 
helping God to catch souls with joy?

inFOrming yOUr Faith and 
PreParing tO Share yOUr Faith

background information
•	 Jesus’	followers	are	called	to	live	like	Him,	in	Him,	and	through	Him.	 

He modelled the Father’s love for us, which is given freely and 
abundantly and brings us a transformative new life. Because God loves 
us so much, we must also love one another. The Law of Love elevates all 
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our relationships, personal, cultural, and societal, to the heights of divine 
love and makes us one united human family in God. This is our purpose, 
the share in God’s divine life. 

•	 Jesus’	modelling	demonstrated	God’s	tender	love	for	those	who	are	poor,	
marginalized, and suffering. Catholic social teaching tells us that we 
who seek to imitate the life of Christ must have a preferential option for 
those who are poor. This means that our exercise of charity, our social 
responsibilities, our manner of living, our decision-making reflecting 
goods and ownership, and our political decisions all must place the needs 
of those who are poor and marginalized first. 

•	 God	pours	His	love	into	our	hearts	through	the	Holy	Spirit	(see	Romans	
5:5). Through the Spirit, we receive the opportunity, made possible by 
Jesus’ resurrection, to share in the life of the Trinity by loving others as 
God has loved us. The Holy Spirit gives us the foundational pieces we 
need to grow in love in our life in Christ. Love is both the source of our 
life in Christ and the gift, given by the power of the Holy Spirit, that 
enables us to continue to develop in that life.

•	 The	power	of	love	flowing	from	the	Holy	Spirit	enables	us	to	do	spiritual	
actions, have the attitudes, and utter words according to the will and 
wisdom of God. The more we walk with the Spirit, the more we are able 
to live the Beatitudes and build the kingdom of God. Therefore, we grow 
in our ability to answer our mission as Christ’s disciples: to bear witness 
to the Truth through the way we live our life and the way we care for 
others, so as to make disciples of the whole world. 

•	 The	Holy	Spirit	teaches	us	how	to	pray	through	the	sacred	traditions	of	
the Church. The tradition of Christian prayer helps to shape and develop 
faith. Our personal prayer is always united to the prayer of the Church, as 
is our communal prayer. When we withdraw to pray within our hearts, we 
enter into a mystical communion with Christ and His Body, the Church.

•	 A	novena	consists	of	nine	days	of	public	or	private	prayer	focused	on	
a specific intention. Tradition holds that the nine days between the 
Ascension and Pentecost, during which, at Jesus’ request, the Apostles 
and Mary prayed in the Upper Room, while they waited for the Holy 
Spirit, were the original novena (see Acts 1:1–14).

resources
For more background on the preceeding consepts, consult the following 
documents:

•	 CCC	687–741	discusses	the	Holy	Spirit.

•	 CCC	1905–1938	discusses	social	justice.

•	 GDC	14–24,	29	and	55	discuss	catechesis	for	social	obligations.

•	 GDC	42–45	discusses	the	transmission	of	revelation	as	the	work	of	the	
Holy Spirit.

•	 Pontifical	Council	for	Justice	and	Peace,	Compendium of the Social 
Doctrine of the Church (Rome, 2004), discusses Catholic social teaching.

For further information on care 
for people who are poor and 
vulnerable and the other Catholic 
social justice principles, refer 
to Social Justice in Background 
Information: Extended (see 
Appendices in this Teacher 
Resource).

TEACHING
TIP
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•	 Pope	Benedict	XVI,	Message	of	His	Holiness	Pope	Benedict	XVI
for the Twenty-Seventh World Youth Day, 2012 (Rome, 15 March 2012).

•	 Pope	Paul	XI,	Dogmatic	Constitution	on	the	Church,	Lumen Gentium, 
(Rome,	21	November	1964),	discusses	the	work	of	the	Holy	Spirit	in	
the Church.

•	 St.	John	Paul	II,	Encyclical	on	the	Holy	Spirit	in	the	Life	of	the	Church	
and the World, Dominum et Vivifi cantem,	(Rome,	18	May	1986),	
discusses the nature and attributes of the Holy Spirit.

•	 St.	John	XXIII,	Christianity	and	Social	Progress,	Mater et Magistra 
(Rome,	15	May	1961)	discusses	maintaining	social	justice	and	the	
common good as the world makes social progress.

•	 St.	John	XXIII,	Encyclical	on	Establishing	Universal	Peace	in	Truth,	
Justice, Charity and Liberty, Pacem in Terris	(Rome,	11	April	1963),	
discusses social justice and the common good.

activate

Post the Learning Goals for Lesson 5 and discuss with students what 
they will be learning about this week. Revisit the Learning Goals at the 
beginning of each day and refer to them throughout your teaching over 
the course of the week.

• We are learning how the Holy 
Spirit inspires us to live a life 
of charity.

• We are learning how charity 
can lead us to prayer.

LESSON 5
LEARNING GOALS

Pause to Pray

When we recognize each person’s dignity by loving and serving 
others, we live according to God’s will. Gather students in prayer and 
invite them to pray the Lord’s Prayer, as Jesus taught. Begin and end 
with the Sign of the Cross.

Recall with students the information they learned about Blessed Pier 
Giorgio Frassati. Have them work in small groups to identify four ways 
Pier Giorgio promoted the Catholic social justice principles. Have students 
identify something they admire about Pier Giorgio, write about it in their 
journals, and then share it with their group.

mother Élisabeth bruyère (page 261)
Have students read the text on Student Book page 261 with a partner. After 
reading, have students determine one or two interesting facts that they 
would like to share. (e.g., Mother Élisabeth Bruyère served those who are 

Remind students that they 
learned in Grade 4 that 
canonization is a process in the 
Catholic Church. As the process 
begins. An individual’s life is 
exhaustively researched. If initial 
research seems promising, a 
nominating Bishop will present 
the candidate’s name to the 
Congregation for the Causes of 
Saints. Before the candidate is 
named a Saint, they must pass 
through several stages: Servant 
of God, Venerable, and Blessed, 
and then fi nally Saint.

TEACHING
TIPDRAFT
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poor and vulnerable as a Sister of Charity in Bytown (now Ottawa); she 
responded to God’s call to love and serve and lived a life of great holiness.) 

Before proceeding, invite students to share the facts they fi nd interesting 
and off er key points they have learned about this holy person. Distribute 
LM 5-12: Mother Élisabeth Bruyère. Have students work with a partner or 
small group to identify four Catholic social justice principles that Mother 
Élisabeth Bruyère put into action. Students will record each principle 
on LM 5-12 and provide evidence from the text to support how Mother 
Élisabeth Bruyère lived this principle. As students make these connections, 
they should think about how Mother Élisabeth Bruyère, and saints and 
other holy people, can inspire us to lead lives of charity and holiness by 
loving and serving others, in recognition of their dignity. 

Note that Mother Élisabeth Bruyère is being considered for sainthood. 
In 2016, Mother Élisabeth Bruyère’s cause of Beatifi cation went before the 
Congregation for the Causes of Saints.

Invite the class to imagine they are Grade 5 students from the Archdiocese 
of Ottawa—where Mother Élisabeth Bruyère served those in need—who 
have written letters to the Bishop suggesting that he bring her name 
forward to the Congregation for the Causes of Saints to be considered 
for sainthood. 

Ask students to think about what they would have written about why she 
should be canonized (named a saint) and then engage in a shared writing 
with a partner or small group to write the letter. Have students discuss with 
their partner or group how Mother Élisabeth Bruyère inspired those she 
knew to live a life of charity. Have them discuss what details to include in a 
persuasive letter to the bishop (e.g., how she lived according to God’s will 
and design; how she found courage in the Holy Spirit and Church to help 
others and live Jesus’ mission; how she lived the Catholic social justice 
principles and helped those who were the most poor and vulnerable; how 
she joined people in solidarity).

Observe and listen to students’ 
discussions and review their 
written responses to assess their 
understanding of how Mother 
Élisabeth Bruyère lived the 
Catholic social justice principles 
in charity.

ASSESSMENT 
OPPORTUNITY

LANGUAGE
CONNECTION

Observe student pairs during 
their shared writing, and review 
their letters to assess their 
understanding of how Mother 
Élisabeth Bruyère can inspire 
a life of charity and holiness.

ASSESSMENT 
OPPORTUNITY

mother Élisabeth bruyère 

Élisabeth Bruyère was born and spent her childhood in Montréal, where 
she cared for her two brothers while attending school. At age 12, she went 
to live with a cousin who was both her teacher and mentor, and her cousin 
prepared her to become a teacher.

Élisabeth felt called to make the service of those who were poor her way of 
life. She entered the Congregation of the Grey Nuns of Montréal, following 
in the footsteps of St. Marguerite d’Youville. Eventually, her Superiors sent 
her to Bytown, now Ottawa, to establish a school there. 

Mother Élisabeth Bruyère had a compassionate heart and was attentive to 
the needs of others. She wanted to improve social, moral, and spiritual life 
for the people of Bytown. When she arrived, many immigrants had come 
to look for work during the construction of the Rideau Canal. 
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the holy Spirit inspires Our Charity (page 262)
Have students work with a partner to recall their learning in Unit 4 about 
the events of Pentecost. You may wish to proclaim Acts 2:1–13 to help 
students recall the details.

Ask students to work with a partner to jot down three important details they 
remember. Then convene the class and invite student responses. Ensure that 
all of the relevant facts are included in the list of details.

explore

Pause to Pray

Gather students in prayer. Invite students to join in praying the 
Prayer to the Holy Spirit. Begin and end with the Sign of the Cross.

Come, Holy Spirit, fi ll the hearts of your faithful and 
kindle in them the fi re of your love. 
Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created. 
And you shall renew the face of the earth.

O God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit, 
did instruct the hearts of the faithful, 
grant by that same Holy Spirit we may be truly wise 
and ever enjoy His consolations, 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen.

She reached out to everyone and accomplished a great deal in a short time. 
A few short months after arriving, the sisters had built a school, a general 
hospital, a home for the aged, an orphanage, and a home for abandoned 
children. Mother Bruyère and the sisters in her group also provided 
services to those who were poor in their homes. When a typhoid epidemic 
hit the community, she established a refuge for victims and provided care 
for the most seriously ill.

Mother Bruyère believed that God’s grace keeps both courage and 
physical strength strong, especially in times of great need. She passed 
away on April 5, 1879, leaving behind a community of 198 sisters living in 
23 different convents. Sisters from the Grey Nuns have done much work 
following in her footsteps.

(COntinUed)
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LANGUAGE
CONNECTION

Give students an opportunity to 
work individually to create their 
own “Wanted” poster. They might 
choose to fi rst brainstorm ideas 
with their group before designing 
the poster.

DIFFERENTIATED
INSTRUCTIONDI

Record details on chart paper or the board and discuss why students 
thought those details were important. Ask students what it sounded like 
when the Holy Spirit descended (e.g., like a rush of a violent wind). Call 
upon a few students to use their voice and breath to make the sound of a 
violent wind. Then invite the entire class to make this sound eff ect.

Divide students into small groups. Have the groups prepare two tableaus: 
one that depicts the way the disciples felt before they received the Holy 
Spirit at Pentecost and a second one that shows the way they felt after 
receiving the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.

Allow students suffi  cient time to prepare their tableaus and practise their 
transitioning from one to the other. Have each group present their pair of 
tableaus to dramatize the moment of change when the disciples were fi lled 
with the Holy Spirit and changed by the gifts of the Spirit to continue the 
mission of Jesus.

As each group presents, signal the class to make their sound eff ect of a 
violent wind and have the group transition to their second tableau to show 
how the gift of the Holy Spirit changed the disciples. 

Read The Holy Spirit Inspires Our Charity and examine the image on 
Student Book page 262. Have students identify the verbs that are used to 
describe how the Holy Spirit works within us (e.g., stirs our hearts, draws 
us, nudges us, inspires us).

Have students use their bodies to convey what each verb looks and 
feels like (e.g., students might place their hands on their heart, lift their 
shoulders and smile to represent “stirs our hearts;” they might suggest a 
tiny push with their hands to represent “nudge;” etc.).

On chart paper or the board, write the following sentence starters. Invite 
students to use the Student Book to complete each one. Leave this chart 
posted for student reference.

The Holy Spirit…

•	 stirs	our	hearts	through…	(truth,	goodness,	and	beauty)

•	 draws	us…	(deeper	into	the	love	of	Christ)

•	 nudges	us	to…	(honour	human	dignity	in	others,	seek	the	common	good,	
participate in charitable organizations, and share with people in need)

•	 inspires	us	to…	(be	present,	listen,	and	share	God’s	love	and	invitation)

Sometimes, it’s hard to fi nd people in our community who model charity. 
Invite groups to create a “Wanted” poster to call for members of the Church 
to evangelize with the gifts given to them by the Holy Spirit. 
Direct students to creatively address these two questions on their poster:

•	 What	gifts	does	the	Holy	Spirit	give	to	help	us	evangelize	today?	
(e.g., courage, kindness, patience, love, speaking well, being a good 
friend, listening well)

•	 How	does	the	Holy	Spirit	help	us	to	witness	to	God’s	love	for	all	people?	
(e.g., gently nudges us to recognize the needs of others and act in 

THE ARTS
CONNECTION

TECHNOLOGY
OPPORTUNITY

Consider using an electronic 
device to record the student 
tableaus. Use video software 
or apps to edit the dramatic 
presentation to share with the 
whole school, with parents, or on 
the school’s website.

You may wish to provide 
examples of “Wanted” posters 
for students to review the 
characteristic parts of such 
notices.

TEACHING
TIP

Observe as students prepare 
and present their tableaus to 
assess their ability to identify the 
details and symbols associated 
with Pentecost and explain how 
they strengthened the faith of 
the disciples.

ASSESSMENT 
OPPORTUNITY
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Observe students’ 
conversations and their 
completed “Wanted” posters 
to assess their understanding 
of how the Holy Spirit guides 
members of the Church to 
witness to God’s love and in 
their mission to evangelize.

ASSESSMENT 
OPPORTUNITY

solidarity; guides and inspires us to share how God loves and helps us; 
fills us with the presence of Jesus to live as He did; guides and inspires us 
to share our faith in our words and actions to invite others to know more)

Display students’ completed posters around the room and have students 
engage in a Gallery Walk. Have students from each group available to 
answer any questions about their “Wanted” poster, especially how they have 
addressed the two questions within the poster.

Refer to words to inspire (page 262). Read this feature and have students 
work in small groups to discuss the meaning of St. Aelred of Rievaulx’s 
words. Ask: How does love (or charity) sum up our entire relationship 
with God and with our neighbour? Prompt students to think about how 
God created us and for what purpose. They might also make a connection 
to Jesus’ Great Commandment. Listen to group discussions and then 
invite responses (e.g., we were created by the love of God to love God 
and to love others; Jesus summarized the entire Law of Israel into the 
Great Commandment of love of God and neighbour; love is at the heart of 
everything; God is love). 

Direct students back to the last paragraph on Student Book page 262. 
Using a think–write–pair–share strategy, ask: How do the words of St. Paul 
to the Corinthians relate to the work of the Holy Spirit? (e.g., They advise 
us to use the gifts of the Holy Spirit to be strong in our faith and act with 
charity and love.)

Direct students’ attention to we read the bible (page 262) and read the 
passage from I Peter 4:10. Have students work with a partner to interpret 
this scripture passage. (Students should suggest that each person receives 
different gifts and that these gifts are to be used to serve others; the way 
each person is called to serve may be different, depending on the gifts 
they have received.) Invite students to share with their partner the gift they 
wrote on their stone at the Prayer Table during Lesson 4 and have their 
partner suggest a way their gift could be used to love and serve others. 

Direct students to Focus on Scripture (page 263). Read the paragraph 
and ask: 

•	 What	does	St.	Paul	means	when	he	says,	“God	loves	a	cheerful	giver?”	
(e.g., we do not live a life of charity because it is a duty; filled with the 
love of God, we are inspired to love and serve others; we joyfully share 
this love because we know how it feels to be loved). 

•	 Why	is	it	a	blessing	to	give?	(e.g.,	because	the	more	we	give	the	more	
purpose our lives have. This is why Jesus said, “It is more blessed to give 
than to receive.”)

Have students meet in small groups. Ask students to brainstorm a list of 
individuals or groups in their school, parish, or community who practise 
charity in their actions. Convene the class and ask each group to report on 
one or two of the individuals on their list. Have the groups explain how 
these individuals or groups model charity.

Provide each group with a piece of blank paper. Have students draw a large 
circle on the page, a smaller circle inside the large circle, and divide the 
remaining ring of the large circle into three sections. In the smaller circle, 

We Read the 
Bible

We Read the 
Bible
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have students write the title “Guided to Charity.” Ask students to choose 
one person or group from their list who they think has been inspired by 
the Holy Spirit to live a life of charity. Remind students that charity is 
not always giving financially. Charity can also be service and advocacy—
speaking up for those who have needs. Have students name the person or 
group in the first section, describe the charitable actions of the person or 
group in the second section, and write down some ways they can follow the 
lead of this person or group in the third section. Have groups share their 
charity wheels with another group, and then post them for the class to view. 
Encourage students to choose one of the people or groups and to make an 
effort to reach out in charity like they do.

Invite students to turn to the graphic organizer titled “What Does the 
Bible Says about Charity?” on page 263 of the Student Book. Assign each 
student a number from 1 to 4 and have students with the same number form 
groups. Group 1 will work with the first scripture passage on page 263, 
Group 2 will work on the second scripture passage, and so on. If the groups 
are large, you may wish to divide them into smaller groups and have more 
than one group work with each passage. Tell students that they will work 
with their group to answer the reflection question (e.g., I think about…) 
beside their assigned scripture passage in the Student Book chart.

Direct groups to first read the scripture passage and take a moment to  
think about its meaning. Then have them read about the lesson of the 
passage in the chart. Have students make jot notes to clarify the meaning  
of the passage and discuss the passage to answer the accompanying 
reflection question.

Invite students to create a dramatic dialogue or role-play to demonstrate 
their answer to the scripture reflection question and what God’s word says 
about charity (e.g., a dialogue identifying how Jesus is present to someone 
in need and how they could be cared for with personal and faith support). 

Following the presentation of their dialogues or role-plays, have the groups 
write a closing prayer that asks God to guide us to be charitable. You may 
wish to assign each group a day to use their prayer to lead the class in a 
morning reflection.

We Read the 
Bible

LANGUAGE
CONNECTION

THE ARTS
CONNECTION

Consider using an Art or a 
Language period for students 
to continue to develop the 
dramatic dialogue or role-
play portion of the morning 
reflection and prayer.

TEACHING
TIP

reflect and Connect

Ask students to think about one of the passages in the Bible that 
they just encountered. What does that Bible passage say about 
charity? Have students imagine God was speaking directly to them 
through the words of the passage. Have them write a response to 
God in their journals, answering His message to them. You may wish 
to play Christian meditation music while students are writing.

Observe and conference with 
student groups as they develop 
their morning reflection and 
prayer to assess students’ 
understanding of what God’s 
word says about charity.

ASSESSMENT 
OPPORTUNITY

Observe student conversations 
and the completed charity 
wheels to assess students’ 
understanding of how members 
of the Church witness to God’s 
love through charity.

ASSESSMENT 
OPPORTUNITY
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Pause to Pray

Gather students in prayer. Distribute a copy of the Prayer of 
St. Francis or display it on a board. Invite students to pray together. 
Begin and end with the Sign of the Cross.

Briefl y recall what students learned in Focus on Scripture on Student Book 
page 263. Jesus tells us that it is more blessed to give than to receive. 

Invite students to think of a time in which they felt great joy and happiness 
because they gave someone a gift. Ask them to share their experience with 
a partner, and then invite them to share some examples with the class. 

Prompt students to think about why the gift of giving brings joy to the giver 
by using the following or similar questions:

•	 What	gifts	of	service	or	love	have	you	given?	(e.g.,	volunteering	at	a	
soup kitchen; donating clothing; supporting a friend who was sad or hurt; 
standing up for someone being bullied; visiting someone in the hospital)

•	 How	did	you	feel	when	you	acted	in	love?	(e.g.,	satisfi	ed,	calm,	happy,	
blessed, like I was helping someone)

Jesus inspires Our Charity (pages 264–265)
Direct students to work with a partner to read the paragraph on page 264 
of the Student Book. As they read, ask the pairs to refl ect on how 
Jesus modelled charity. Ask: What is the New Commandment? (e.g., Jesus 
commands that we love one another just as Jesus has loved us)

Direct students’ attention to we read the bible (page 264). Read aloud 
the quotation from Ephesians. Ask students to continue to work with the 
same partner to interpret this teaching from Paul to the community in 
Ephasus. To prompt thinking, have students consider God’s call for each 
person, and how their actions reveal their call. Allow students time to 
discuss their thinking and then call upon some student pairs to share (we 
have been called to love and serve others; we lead a life worthy of that 
calling when our actions reveal that love – when we are humble, gentle, 
patient, and loving towards others).

Have students examine the illustrations on Student Book pages 264–265. 
Divide the class into fi ve groups, and provide each group with a Bible. 
Assign one of the stories shown in the illusrations to each group. Explain to 
the groups that they will retell the story through narration. Remind students 
that in a narrated story the actors must tell the story through gestures and 
movement and the narrator adds detail. Emphasize to the groups that the 
lesson of the story about love should be clear to the audience. Provide time 
for the groups to set the action of the story and script the narration. Have 
each group present their story to the class. 

Students learned this prayer 
in Grade 2 and revisited it in 
Unit 1 of Grade 5. For student 
reference, you may choose to 
display a digital or print version 
of Grade 2 Poster 17: The Prayer 
of St. Francis.

TEACHING
TIP

Observe and listen to students’ 
conversations to assess their 
understanding of the way acts of 
charity can bring joy.

ASSESSMENT 
OPPORTUNITY

We Read the 
Bible

Observe and listen as students 
respond to assess their 
understanding of how Scripture 
teaches us to follow Christ’s 
example to be charitable.

ASSESSMENT 
OPPORTUNITY

THE ARTS
CONNECTION

LANGUAGE
CONNECTION
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After groups present their retellings of the stories, have students discuss 
what lesson of love was told in each story and consider the following 
question for each lesson: How can we apply this teaching to our lives and 
relationships today? (e.g., we can welcome others, provide for those in 
need, work toward justice, care for those who are sick, be forgiving, be 
charitable and live God’s love in our actions, and work with our Church to 
be charitable)

Instruct students to work with a partner to identify the ways Jesus taught 
us to be charitable. Have the partners identify an individual, or group, in 
their school, parish, or community who leads a life of charity according to 
Jesus’ example. You may wish to have students follow up with the group or 
individual that they identifi ed in their charity wheel, or another person or 
group of their choice. Have students think about the work that their chosen 
person or group does to ensure those in need are cared for and loved. Have 
students write a letter to this individual or group to acknowledge their 
charity and service to others. Assist students to properly address and/or 
deliver the letters so those leading lives of charity may be acknowledged by 
the students.

Direct students’ attention to read At Home (page 265). Encourage students 
to share with their families what they have been learning about living 
lives of charity in solidarity with those in need according to Jesus’ New 
Commandment. Allow any students who may wish to do so to share their 
family responses with the class. 

Consolidate

Briefl y review with students what they have learned about charity and what 
the Bible teaches us about charity. 

Allow students to use technology 
to complete their letter. Provide 
a frame for the letter for students 
who need support. Alternatively, 
some students may benefi t from 
working with a scribe or using 
speech-to-text software for the 
letter-writing activity.

DIFFERENTIATED
INSTRUCTIONDI

Observe student conversations, 
conference with students, and 
review their fi nal letters to assess 
their understanding of the call to 
live lives of charity according 
to Jesus’ example in Scripture 
and to respond in solidarity to the 
needs of those who are poor 
and vulnerable.

ASSESSMENT 
OPPORTUNITY

ABC

At Home
with Family

Pause to Pray

Gather students in prayer. Use an opening prayer, such as the 
one below:

Loving God,

You have created us to love and serve others. Help us to always 
recognize the dignity of each of Your children, created in Your 
image. May we recognize the needs of others, especially the poor 
and vulnerable, and may our compassion move to action as we 
strive to live in solidarity with others. Amen.

Begin and end with the Sign of the Cross.
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Direct students to turn to let Us Pray (page 266), which focuses on the 
importance of prayer. Read the opening paragraph on Student Book  
page 266. Divide the class into six groups, and provide each group with 
half a sheet of chart paper or a large sheet of drawing paper. Have the 
groups create a graffiti board with the word  “prayer” in the centre in large 
letters. Then have students brainstorm what they know about prayer,  
their thoughts about prayer, or any other information they have learned 
about prayer, and record their ideas around the centre word using words 
and images.

When groups have finished, have group members confer with each  
other and circle five ideas they think are important to consider when 
discussing prayer. Have each group present their graffiti boards and explain 
why they have chosen to circle the specific ideas. 

Read the New Testament passages and the next paragraph on Student Book 
page 266 together with students. Still working in their small groups, and 
using a different spokesperson for each question, ask students the following 
or similar questions to activate a discussion about prayer:

•	 What	is	the	purpose	of	prayer?	(e.g.,	Prayer	is	our	way	of	talking	to	God;	
to thank God for His blessings and to ask for what we need; to express 
our love and praise.) 

•	 How	are	prayer	and	charity	connected?	(e.g.,	The	most	important	way	to	
show love for others is to pray for them. Even if we can offer help to fill 
their needs, we still show great love for others through prayer.) 

•	 What	do	the	scripture	passages	in	the	feature	tell	us?	(e.g.,	We	need	to	
pray all the time. Prayer should become a habit. We need to pray for 
others and let them know we are praying for them.) 

•	 What	do	you	think	a	“prayer	partner”	is?	What	do	they	do?	(e.g.,	
Someone who takes on the responsibility of praying for someone or for  
a special intention.)

•	 How	would	the	scripture	passages	in	the	feature	relate	to	the	term	prayer 
partner? (e.g., The scripture passages encourage us to pray for others 
and to pray “unceasingly” without ever stopping. That is what a prayer 
partner does.) 

Provide the groups with another half sheet of chart paper or sheet of 
drawing paper. Have them each write one of the following words in the 
centre of the paper: “Who,” “What,” “When,” “Where,” “Why,” “How.”

Ask the groups to think about what they have learned about prayer and  
how they have experienced prayer. Have them complete a mind map 
related to prayer, using their assigned word as a focus for the mind map. 
Encourage them to include as many ideas as they can.

When groups have finished, have them present their mind maps. Post the 
groups’ graffiti boards and mind maps together in the classroom. 

Read the last two paragraphs on Student Book page 266 and review its 
instructions for writing a prayer.

Note for students that St. James 
says “The prayer of the righteous 
is powerful and effective.” We 
must love and serve others 
by caring for their needs, but 
praying for those in need is also 
of great importance. We put out 
faith in action when we pray  
for others.

TEACHING
TIP

We Read the 
Bible

LANGUAGE
CONNECTION
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Have students discuss with their group a story of need that has touched 
their heart recently. Ask a few students to share their stories. 

Recall with students the structure of a novena that was introduced in 
Unit 2 (a novena is a prayer or series of prayers said for nine consecutive 
days). You may wish to explain that when Jesus ascended to Heaven, He 
instructed the disciples to wait in the upper room for the Holy Spirit. 
They waited and prayed from the day of the Ascension of the Lord until 
Pentecost—nine days. Explain to students that they are going to write a 
prayer that will become a novena. 

Have students work independently or in pairs to write their prayer. 
As students begin to draft their prayer in their journals, play Christian 
meditation music to set a prayerful atmosphere within the classroom. 
Students may choose to share their prayer with a partner or with you.

Using a think–pair–share strategy, have students discuss with a partner 
strategies for remaining faithful to their novena (e.g., saying it at the same 
time every day, having a marker or visual reminder at home or school, etc.).

Have students anticipate and explain how the experience of praying a 
novena for someone will help them to respond with charity to love and 
serve others to be Christ’s body on Earth. Plan to revisit this in nine days’ 
time to ask students about their experience with this prayer form.

know, think, infer (page 266) Read the Know, Think, Infer questions 
on Student Book page 266 together. Students may work with a partner to 
complete these questions in their journals.

1. How did Mother Bruyère model charity and the Law of Love? (her 
charitable actions expressed her faith and model how to live in 
solidarity; she showed kindness to the sick and to the poor; her mission 
was one of love, service, and compassion; even though she thought she 
was not up to the task, she trusted God) 

2. How does responding in charity help us honour the dignity of others? 
(When we act in charity or act with love we are recognizing and 
acknowledging that each person has been created in the image of God 
and loved by God.) 

refl ect and Connect

To have students refl ect on their learning in Lesson 5, ask:
How can I show charity and love in my daily encounters 
with my friends and family?

Have students spend a few minutes in silence thinking about the 
question, and then have them respond in their journals. 
Play Christian meditation music to help students focus while 
they answer the question. 

To protect the privacy and dignity 
of those in need of prayers, 
students should not name 
specifi c individuals or families 
in the school or community that 
they have chosen to pray for.

RESPONDING TO
   SENSITIVE TOPICS

ABC

Encourage students to 
take their prayers home 
and ask their families 
to join in their novena. 
Students could also create 
novenas with their families 
for a shared intention.

At Home
with Family

Conference with students or 
review journal responses to 
assess students’ understanding 
of how praying a novena might 
help them to respond with charity 
to love and serve others. Their 
anticipated experience can be 
revisited when the period of the 
novena has ended.

ASSESSMENT 
OPPORTUNITY

As students are sharing their 
stories of need, circulate among 
the class, conferencing with the 
groups to guide the discussion, 
and ensure that each student has 
one story of need to which they 
can respond.

TEACHING
TIP
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Enrich and Extend
Encorage students to create a prayer journal to use over the summer 
months. Provide them with a scribbler notebook cut in half, or six to 
eight sheets of paper folded and stapled in the middle to form a booklet. 
Encourage students to write one entry in their prayer journal each day. 
Explain that it may be a prayer they compose from a formal prayer they 
know or it may be a single word they have spoken to God. Encourage  
them to date each entry and look back often to remind themselves of  
their conversations with God and look for his responses to their prayer  
in their lives. 

The Know, Think, Infer questions 
provide an opportunity to assess 
students’ depth of understanding 
of the content addressed in 
the previous section of the 
Student Book. Listen to students’ 
responses in discussions and 
conference with students about 
their written work. 

ASSESSMENT 
OPPORTUNITY
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weekly lesson Planner

Unit inQUiry: How does our understanding of human dignity affect the way 
we live our faith? 

ChaPter 16: How do we answer God’s call to help others?

learning gOalS:
• We are learning how we can witness our faith through charity. 
• We are learning that our call to charity and service can lead others to Christ.

The following sections are to be taught over four days. Adjust the pacing to meet 
students’ needs, ensuring prayer is a component of each day. The Enrich and 
Extend activity is optional.

aCtivate exPlOre COnSOlidate

Students:
• explore action as a way of 

witnessing our faith
• define the term evangelize
• identify ways the Church witnesses 

our faith

Students:
• identify our mission as passed on 

from Jesus
• explore Jesus’ command to make 

disciples, baptize, and teach
• explore ways students can teach 

their faith
• create an illustration to show how 

they can carry out the mission  
of Jesus

• recall the seven sacraments
• explore how God’s grace draws us 

to a life of holiness
• prepare a list of questions for 

volunteers who help prepare people 
to receive the sacraments

Students:
• explore the character story  

“A Path to Holiness”
• Conclude Chapter 16

PrOgram reSOUrCeS

• Student Book p. 267
• Music: reflective music

• Student Book pp. 268–271
• LMs 5-13, 5-14

• Student Book pp. 272–279
• LM 5-15, 5-16

Other materialS

• Interactive whiteboard (optional)
• Chart paper 
• Drawing paper
• Markers

• Chart paper 
• Drawing paper
• Magazines and newspapers to cut 

up (optional)
• Markers
• Scrap paper
• Student journals
• Students’ stones from Lesson 4
• 4 cm x 6 cm card stock, 10-12 

pieces per student
• dice or small cards numbered 1-6

• Drawing paper
• K–W–L chart
• Student Journals

ChaPter 16  LESSon 6  Student Book pages 267–277

FOCUS QUeStiOn
How can we respond to human dignity through charity  
and service?
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lesson 6 learning Focus

religiOUS edUCatiOn exPeCtatiOnS aSSeSSment FOr 
learning

SPeCiFiC exPeCtatiOnS* demOnStratiOn OF 
learning

BL1.3: Describe how the Church fulfills its 
mission to spread the “Good News” of Christ 
to the world (e.g. preaching of the Word, 
celebration of the sacraments, catechesis and 
religious education, moral and social justice 
teaching and the witness of service).  
[CCC 748–780] 

Students will
• explain how we can give 

witness to our beliefs through 
our actions  

• explain how the Church 
continues the mission that 
Christ gave to the disciples in 
Matthew 28:20 

BL2.3: Compare the vows taken at special 
moments in life (marriage, before testifying  
in court) to the way we profess the Creed in 
the Sacrament of Baptism and the Liturgy  
of Easter Vigil (“Do you believe” – “I do”), and 
explain why the Creed marks the moment of 
conversion for those who become members  
of the Catholic Church.

Students will
• explain how the sacraments 

strengthen our faith and ability 
to live in love and charity  

• explain how the vows taken at 
ordination are promises to be 
faithful to God as those in  
the Creed

BL3.2: Use examples to explain why “charity 
is the soul of holiness” within the Church 
and how the sacraments received through 
the Church promote God’s grace which helps 
to sanctify the Church (i.e. Sacraments of 
Baptism, Reconciliation and Eucharist allow 
her to strive for holiness). [CCC 823–829; 
1987–2011]

Students will
• explain how the Church and 

sacraments strengthen our  
faith and ability to live in love 
and charity 

• describe how God’s grace 
received through the 
sacraments strengthens them 
to be Christ’s body on Earth 

• explain how God’s grace 
received through the sacrament 
of Holy Orders strengthens 
individuals for the role of priest 

• explain how the sacraments 
help us in our mission to  
serve others

ML3.3: Identify the principles of social justice 
outlined by the Magisterium of the Church 
and explain why they are teachings that 
address communal social sin and are called 
to holiness. [CCC 1928-1948; Compendium of 
the Social Doctrine of the Church]

Students will
• explain how we can live out 

the principles of social justice 
and follow the teaching of the 
Magisterium of the Church

LC1.3: Connect the missionary and apostolic 
qualities of the Christian community  
i.e. mission and service of the Church, to 
the priestly, prophetic and royal roles and 
responsibilities of being a Christian in the life 
and mission of their school community  
(e.g. examine their own commitment to 
including/excluding others, advocate against 
injustice, service projects). [CCC 783–786]

Students will
• explain how we can continue 

the mission of Jesus by 
fulfilling our responsibility to 
teach about God’s love  
and mercy 

• explain how a priest fulfills his 
responsibility to serve others 
as prophet  

• explain why charity is the 
greatest virtue

faith
 vOCabUlary/
              terminOlOgy

• candidate for ordination 
• evangelize
• ordain
• ordination
• presbyteral order
• prophet

DRAFT



104  Growing in Faith, Growing in Christ Grade 5 Teacher Resource
©P

LS1.2: Identify the passages of Scripture 
in the New Testament which describe the 
Church receiving authority from Christ i.e. the 
mandate given to the apostles (Matthew 28:20; 
Matt. 10:1), and give examples of how this is 
reflected today in the Church.  
[CCC 1897–1904]

Students will
• explain how the Church 

continues the mission that 
Christ gave to the disciples  
in Matthew 28:20

LS1.3: List ways the Church exercises its 
authority both locally and globally through 
loving service which witnesses to Christ,  
i.e. promoting the common good (sharing of 
the gifts given of Holy Spirit through personal 
acts of charity and through participation 
in charitable organizations e.g. St. Vincent 
de Paul, Development and Peace, Catholic 
Charities, Knights of Columbus, Catholic 
Women’s League). [CCC 1897–1904]

Students will
• explain why charity is the 

greatest virtue

*Note that some expectations are partially met in this lesson; over the course of  the 
program, all expectations will be fully met. 

CathOliC SChOOl gradUate exPeCtatiOnS

1. A Discerning Believer Formed in the Catholic Faith Community Who:
(b) Participates in the sacramental life of the church and demonstrates an 
understanding of the centrality of the Eucharist to our Catholic story. 
(d) Develops attitudes and values founded on Catholic social teaching and acts 
to promote social responsibility, human solidarity and the common good.

5. A Collaborative Communicator Who:
(a) Works effectively as an interdependent team member. 
(d) Finds meaning, dignity, fulfilment and vocation in work which contributes to 
the common good.

7. A Responsible Citizen Who: 
(e) Witnesses Catholic social teaching by promoting equality, democracy, and 
solidarity for a just, peaceful and compassionate society. 
(f) Respects and affirms the diversity and interdependence of the world’s 
peoples and cultures. 
(g) Respects and understands the history, cultural heritage and pluralism of 
today’s contemporary society. 
(j) Contributes to the common good.

CrOSS-CUrriCUlar COnneCtiOnS

Language 
• Oral communication: Use speaking skills and strategies appropriately to 

communicate with different audiences for a variety of purposes.
• Reading: Read and demonstrate an understanding of a variety of literary, graphic, 

and informational texts, using a range of strategies to construct meaning.
• Writing: Generate, gather, and organize ideas and information to write for an 

intended purpose and audience.

The Arts
• Drama: Apply the creative process to process drama and the development of 

drama works, using the elements and conventions of drama to communicate 
feelings, ideas, and stories.

• Visual Arts: Apply the creative process to produce a variety of two- and three-
dimensional art works, using elements, principles, and techniques of visual arts to 
communicate feelings, ideas, and understandings.
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Family Life
• Growing in Commitment:  Apply an understanding of the role of commitment in 

human relationships in personally relevant contexts.
• Living in the World:  Appreciate that humans are called to image the love of God 

by caring for all of God’s gifts of creation.

a moment of reflection
Evangelization is often pictured as “going out” into the world to preach  
the Good News to those who have never heard of Christ. Yet, the Church, 
under	the	spiritual	leadership	of	St.	John	Paul	II,	Pope	Benedict	XVI,	 
and Pope Francis (at the time of this writing) now speaks of the  
“New Evangelization,” a large part of which is a “looking in.” The New 
Evangelization recognizes that, for many different reasons, students in 
Catholic schools may not know Jesus on a personal faith level. The New 
Evangelization calls out in a special way to Catholic educators to be 
authentic witnesses to their own faith in of Jesus Christ to these students. 

As we come into the final weeks of the school year, it is good to reflect. 
Have we answered the call of the New Evangelization? Have we shown  
our students that we believe that Christ exists? That He listens to us? That 
we trust in His love?

Lord,

Thank you for the privilege you have given me to be a Catholic educator. 
Thank you for walking with me on my faith journey this year. Build my 
own faith in you more and more, so that my whole being testifies to you 
and your love. 

Amen

inFOrming yOUr Faith and 
PreParing tO Share yOUr Faith

background information
•	 Evangelization	is	the	missionary	mandate	of	the	Church	and	the	entire	

reason it exists. It is the carrying forth of the Gospel to the entire human 
race so that it may enter all human hearts and renew the face of the Earth. 
Founded on charity, it bears witness among all peoples as a new way of 
being and living. It provides catechesis, teaching others how to live life 
in Christ as a community of faith. It nourishes the gift of communion 
within the Body of Christ through reception of the sacraments and the 
practice of charity. It calls all Church members to continue their mission 
as disciples commissioned by Christ. The fruits of evangelization are 
all good things that spread throughout the world through the work of 
the Holy Spirit, such as the value of the dignity of each person and the 
development of brother- and sisterhood.

•	 There	are	many	components	of	evangelization,	which	come	from	Christ’s	
teaching and example. The Good News can be proclaimed, witnessed 
to, and taught. It is transmitted through the sacraments and love of 
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neighbour. It encompasses a global vision. All of these are necessary for 
the totality of evangelization to occur. They are often articulated as three 
partnered components: 

1. witness and proclamation 

2. word and sacrament 

3. interior change and social transformation

•	 At	the	time	of	this	writing,	Pope	John	Paull	II,	Pope	Benedict,	and	 
Pope Francis have all spoken of the need for a New Evangelization in 
the Church. They have recognized that in our post-modern culture, there 
are numbers of people who identify as Catholic who do not know Jesus 
Christ. They have called on all faithful Catholics to proclaim the gospel 
to those who lack knowledge of God or the Church within our own faith. 
Teachers have a special role to play in the New Evangelization through 
providing opportunities for their students to develop faith in the Lord.

•	 The	sacraments	are	visible	signs	of	God’s	invisible	grace.	The	grace	
of the sacraments works to perfect those who receive them on their 
journey toward holiness. The sacraments increase charity in the recipient 
and strengthen the person to serve in the mission to witness to Christ. 
The Holy Spirit works to prepare hearts to receive the sacraments and 
welcome their grace. 

•	 Priests	and	Bishops	have	a	particular	mission	in	assuming	the	roles	of	
priest, prophet, and king. Ordained with oil in the sacrament of Holy 
Orders, they make the Head visible to the Body. Deacons, who receive a 
lower order of the sacrament of Holy Orders, assist priests and Bishops  
in ministry.

resources
For more background on the preceeding consepts, consult the following 
documents:

•	 CCC	1076–1666	discusses	the	sacraments.	

•	 CCC	2044–2046	discusses	the	missionary	life	of	the	Church.

•	 GDC	14–23	discusses	preaching	the	Gospel	in	the	contemporary	world.

•	 GDC	46–49	discusses	evangelization.

•	 GDC	86	and	87	discuss	ecumenism	and	inter-religious	dialogue.

•	 Pope	Francis,	Apostolic	Exhortation,	Evangelii Gaudium (Rome, 24 
November 2013), discusses proclaiming the Gospel in today’s world. 

For further information on 
the sacraments, refer to 
Sacraments in Background 
Information: Extended (see 
Appendices in this Teacher 
Resource).

TEACHING
TIP
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• We are learning how we can 
witness our faith through 
charity.

• We are learning that our call 
to charity and service can lead 
others to Christ.

LESSON 6
LEARNING GOALS

Pause to Pray

Gather students for prayer. Play refl ective music in the background. 
Lead students in the Sign of the Cross. Read the passage from 1 
Corinthians 1:10 to students slowly.

Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that all of you be in agreement and that there be no 
divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and 
the same purpose. 

—1 Corinthians 1:10

Allow students some quiet time to refl ect on the words. After a 
minute or two, have students pray a Glory Be together. 

Close with the Sign of the Cross.

activate

Post the Learning Goals for Lesson 6 and discuss with students what 
they will be learning about this week. Revisit the Learning Goals at the 
beginning of each day and refer to them throughout your teaching over the 
course of the week.

Tell students that they will be refl ecting on a Bible passage and what Jesus 
teaches us about diversity. Display the passage from 1 Corinthians 1:10 on 
a computer or an interactive whiteboard. 

We Read the 
Bible

At the end of the prayer, invite students to explain the meaning of the 
passage from 1 Corinthians 1:10.

witnessing to the nations (page 267)
Ask the class what is meant by the expression “Actions speak louder 
than words.” Invite student responses. If students are initially uncertain, 
prompt their thinking by asking: Would you rather have someone say they 
are sorry or show they are sorry by changing their actions? (Our actions 
communicate a lot to others about who we are and what we believe. People 
can say they will do something or help in some way but if they don’t 
actually do it, then the words mean nothing.)

Using a think–write–pair–share strategy, ask students if they have ever 
heard the expression “They’ll know we are Christians by our love.” Have 
them respond in their journals and record their thoughts about the meaning 
of the expression. This question will be revisited later in the lesson and 
students will have an opportunity to share their thinking.
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Read Witnessing to the Nations, examine the photo, and read the caption 
on Student Book page 267. Have students recall that they learned in  
Lesson 1 that Jesus calls us to love and serve one another.

Point out the word evangelizing in the second paragraph. Call upon a few 
students to recall what the word evangelize might mean. Record a class 
definition on chart paper or a board such as the following:

Evangelize: to show our faith in the way we love and serve others; the 
mission Jesus gave us to witness to our faith and share the Good News  
so that others might be inspired to also follow the Way of Jesus

Using a think–pair–share strategy, ask: How is this selection related to  
what we have learned about the Catholic social justice principles?  
(e.g., When we witness what we believe—the Catholic social justice 
principles—we take action to show love as Jesus taught to all people.) 

Have students return to their initial journal response to add to their 
interpretation of the expression “They’ll know we are Christians by our 
love.” (Students’ responses may include the following: we are created 
to love and serve; it is our mission and our purpose; our loving actions 
demonstrate to others what we believe as Christians; others will know we 
are Christians by our loving actions.)

Ask: How can we witness to our faith? (e.g., by loving and serving others 
in recognition of their dignity; by working in solidarity for the common 
good of all; by living according to the Scriptures; by telling people about 
our faith; by joining our school or parish in acts of charity or acts of justice 
to show and share God’s love) 

Have students work together in small groups to brainstorm a list of ways 
the Church is able to witness to its beliefs and to show love to others.  
(e.g., caring for those who are poor and vulnerable; helping people who 
have been impacted by natural disasters; caring for and visiting those who 
are sick; providing education in countries where it’s not available; teaching 
people about Jesus and His message) Have groups present their lists to  
the class. Select several examples from the students’ suggestions and note 
them on chart paper or the board. Ask: “Who actually does these things?” 
Prompt students to recall that we are the Church and that we, ordinary 
people, are to step up and give witness to our beliefs though our action.

Have students read Pope Francis’ words in Words to Inspire (page 267): 
“Prayer, humility, and charity toward all are essential in the Christian life: 
they are the way to holiness.” Have students discuss the quote with an 
elbow partner and take turns explaining what they think it means. Allow 
a few students to share their thinking with the class. Ask how this quote 
relates to the selection Witnessing to the Nations. (e.g., We witness our 
faith though prayer, humility, and charity and need to practise each of them 
if we are to live a Christian life.) 

Observe and listen to students’ 
discussions to assess their 
understanding of how we can 
give witness to our beliefs 
through our actions.

ASSESSMENT 
OPPORTUNITY

Students can draw on 
their prior knowledge of 
evangelization from Unit 2, 
Chapter 7, and Unit 3, Chapter 
10. Students can also draw on 
their understanding of saints 
as evangelical counsels.

TEACHING
TIP
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explore

Tell students that they will be learning about how we have been called 
to continue Jesus’ mission, handed on to the Apostles and to the 
entire Church. Remind students that Jesus taught us to pray to our 
Heavenly Father that we might do His will. 

Direct students to silently refl ect on what what God expects from us, 
as His image on Earth. Allow a few moments of silent contemplation

We Read the 
Bible

You may wish to read Acts 
6:28-40 together with students 
to provide context and 
understanding of the image 
showing the Evangelist Philip 
baptizing a man from Ethiopia.

TEACHING
TIP

In the Eastern Catholic tradition, 
infants and children receive all 
three sacraments (called “Holy 
Mysteries” in the East) of 
Initiation at the same time: 
Baptism, Chrismation (Confi  
rmation), and Holy Eucharist.

TEACHING
TIP

Pause to Pray

Gather students for prayer. Invite a student to lead the class in 
praying the Lord’s Prayer. Begin with the Sign of the Cross.

Close with the Sign of the Cross.

Our mission from Jesus (page 268-269)
Before	starting	Our	Mission	from	Jesus	on	Student	Book	page	268	–269,	
have	a	student	retrieve	the	Bible	and	locate	Matthew	28:18–20.	Ask	the	
student to describe where, in the Gospel of Matthew, this passage occurs 
(in the last verses). Explain that these words were Jesus’ fi nal instructions 
for His disciples before He ascended to Heaven. Read the passage to 
the class. 

Invite students to preview the text and images in Our Mission from Jesus. 

Ask students to explain the signifi cance of the two maps and the fi rst part 
of the scripture. (The fi rst map shows where Jesus taught and established 
the Church. The second map shows how the Church has spread through the 
eff orts of the Apostles and those who followed them.).

Have students examine the next two set of images for the second and 
third part of the scripture and Faith Facts (page 269). Ask students to 
explain the signifi cance of each of the past and present scenes. (Students 
may suggest that in all of the scenes Jesus is still with His Church and our 
mission remains the same.)

Distribute	Bibles	and	have	students	locate	Matthew	28.	Have	students	
reread	Matthew	28:18–20	Ask:	What	mission	does	Jesus	give	to	the	
disciples? (e.g., to make disciples, to baptize, and to teach. This is also the 
mission of the Church.) Write the three tasks of the mission on the board 
or chart paper.

Have students work in groups to brainstorm a list of the ways the Church 
continues these tasks in its mission today, using jot notes to record their 
thinking. Invite a member from each group to share their ideas. Write these 

TECHNOLOGY
OPPORTUNITY

You may wish to have students 
research online to compare the 
current numbers of Catholics in 
Canada with the countries shown 
in the second map.DRAFT
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on chart paper or the board. Consider dividing the responses by task, noting 
that some responses may be shared by more than one task. Responses 
might include the following:

•	 make	disciples—show	your	faith;	inspire	others	by	acts	of	love	and	
service; missionary work; RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) 
program

•	 baptize—confer	the	sacrament

•	 teach—share	knowledge	of	love	of	God	with	others;	Catholic	schools;	
the priest’s Homily; Catholic social justice principles; encyclicals and 
other documents of the Church; Bible study; sacramental preparation

Remind students that we are also the Church. We have also been given 
the power and authority to continue the mission that Christ gave to the 
disciples	in	Matthew	28:20.	

Ask:

•	 Which	of	these	three	tasks	can	we	do?	(e.g.,	we	can	teach others about 
God’s love and mercy; when we invite others to experience our faith or 
go to youth group with us, we can inspire others to learn more about 
our faith by our loving, faith-fi lled actions; when people ask why we’re 
taking time to go to Mass during a hockey or soccer tournament, we can 
make disciples by inviting then to come with us and by our example of 
being faithful to our beliefs)

•	 Who	has	prepared	us	to	do	this?	(e.g.,	our	families;	our	school	
community; the Church; our parish community; anyone who has taught 
us the Christian faith; Jesus and the Holy Spirit)

Divide students into groups. Distribute LM 5-13: How Do You Teach 
Your Faith? Assign one of the scenarios on LM 5-13 to each group and 
have them prepare a dramatic presentation to show how they might teach 
others about their faith in these situations. (You may have several groups 
present the same scenario.)

Have students present their dramas to the class. After they present, invite 
members of the class to off er alternative dialogue that might be eff ective in 
each situation. It is important to give students the language they can use 
in these situations.

Have students discuss with an elbow partner the various ways they can 
continue Jesus’ mission by teaching others about God’s love and mercy. 

Remind students that Jesus taught by words, example, and loving service; 
and so can we. Students may consider how they may teach others in their 
school, in their community, or among their family and friends. Partners 
may reference the list created as students brainstormed ways to continue 
Jesus’ mission on Earth.

Call upon student pairs to share their thinking. (e.g., be compassionate 
toward others; engage in acts of charity and acts of justice; volunteer; help 
those in need in the community; teach faith to children; share why our faith 
is important to us; pray alone and together to open our hearts to the Holy 
Spirit; take part in parish charity activities)

THE ARTS
CONNECTION

Work with students to support 
oral language.

DIFFERENTIATED
INSTRUCTIONDI

TECHNOLOGY
OPPORTUNITY

Discuss with students how they 
might use technology and social 
media to spread the Good News 
of God’s love and mercy. Have 
students propose how they 
might use the school’s website 
or social media account to 
teach others. Consider inviting 
the school administrator to 
the class so students can share 
their thinking and devise an 
implementation plan.

THE ARTS
CONNECTION

Observe and conference with 
groups to assess students’ 
understanding of the way in 
which the Church continues the 
mission that Christ gave to the 
disciples in Matthew 28:20.

ASSESSMENT 
OPPORTUNITY

DRAFT
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Distribute drawing paper to each student, or to student pairs. Have students 
illustrate how they can fulfi ll their mission to spread the Good News of 
God’s love and mercy in their school community. Write the following 
sentence starter on chart paper or the board, and have students write and 
complete it below their picture:

• I	teach	others	in	my	school	community	about	God’s	love	and	mercy	and
continue Jesus’ mission on Earth when I…

Consider posting students’ drawings in a bulletin board display with 
Matthew	28:20	in	the	centre.	Alternatively,	use	students’	drawings	to	create	
a PowerPoint presentation to teach other classes or the whole school how 
we are to continue Jesus’ mission on Earth.

Invite students to retrieve their stone from the Prayer Table. Have students 
recall the last line of Matthew’s Gospel, “And remember I am with you 
always,	to	the	end	of	the	age”	(Matthew	28:20).	As	students	hold	the	rock	
in their hand, direct them to feel its weight and its strength. Have them 
refl ect on the gifts they have been given that help them to love and serve 
others. Suggest that when this is diffi  cult to do in daily life, they can bring 
to mind the feeling of the rock in their hand. Suggest that they allow 
Jesus to be their rock and their strength when times are diffi  cult. 

Have students sit in silence and recall Jesus’ words, “I am with you always.” 
Invite students to continue to refl ect on these words as a source of comfort 
and strength. 

ABC

Encourage students to 
bring their prayer stones 
home to share with their 
families. Students can 
explain the signifi cance 
of the word(s) they have 
chosen to write on the 
stone. Suggest that other 
family members might also 
like to create their own. 
Encourage students to 
set their stones in a place 
of importance in their 
home and to use it in their 
personal or communal 
prayer time with their 
families.

At Home
with Family

Pause to Pray

Gather students for prayer with words such as those below. Begin 
with the Sign of the Cross.

Dear God,

You have created us for love. As your image on Earth, may I always 
refl ect your love to others so I can share your Good News by my 
loving actions. At times when this is diffi  cult, may I fi nd strength in 
you, knowing you are always with me. 

Amen.

Pray the Lord’s Prayer together. 

Close with the Sign of the Cross.

Charity is the Soul of holiness (page 270-271)
Briefl y recall the sacraments with students through a quick snowball fi ght 
activity. First, have students identify the seven sacraments and list them 

Be mindful of those students 
who have not received First 
Eucharist. It is possible these 
students still participated, in 
some way, in the preparation 
(e.g., visits to the church; class 
discussions).

RESPONDING TO
 SENSITIVE TOPICS

Alternatively, students may 
cut pictures from magazines 
or newspapers to create a 
picture. They may also fi nd a 
magazine or newspaper picture 
around which they can create 
a scenario in which they spread 
the Good News of God’s love and 
mercy in their school community.

DIFFERENTIATED
INSTRUCTIONDI

Review students’ completed 
drawings with accompanying text 
to assess their understanding 
of how they can continue the 
mission of Jesus by fulfi lling 
their responsibility to teach about 
God’s love and mercy.

ASSESSMENT 
OPPORTUNITY

DRAFT
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on chart paper or a board. Explain that we are going to review some of the 
things we know about the seven sacraments. Provide each student with a 
piece of scrap paper. Have them tear their paper in half. Ask them to write 
a question about one of the seven sacraments on one half of the paper, and 
the answer to the question on the other half. Instruct them to crumple up 
the piece with the question into a “snowball.” Have students make two lines 
facing opposite each other. Then have them turn around and face away 
from each other. On your signal, they should toss the snowball over their 
shoulder. Have each student retrieve one of the snowballs and then find the 
person who wrote the question. When they answer the question correctly, 
they can return to their seats.

Referring to the list of sacraments, have students present a fact or two 
covered by the questions about each of the seven sacraments, filling in 
any that may not have been covered. As students present their facts, make 
some jot notes beside each of the sacraments. Ask students to identify 
any questions they could not answer or ask any new questions about the 
sacraments they may have.

Have students read God’s Grace through the Sacraments on Student Book 
pages 270–271 with an elbow partner. Using a think–pair–share strategy, 
have students discuss the following or similar questions:

•	 How	can	receiving	the	sacraments	lead	us	to	understanding	and	
promoting the human dignity of others? (e.g., Through the sacraments we 
receive God’s grace. With the help of that grace, we can live our Christian 
mission and acknowledge the human dignity of every person by treating 
them with love.)

•	 Why	does	the	Church	organize	preparation	courses	for	some	of	the	
sacraments? (e.g., We need to understand these sacraments in order to 
know how they can help us to live holy lives and love others as Jesus 
taught us.)

Draw students’ attention to in the Parish (page 270). Allow students 
who have participated in sacramental preparation classes to share their 
experiences with the class. 

Distribute LM 5-14: Preparing to Receive the Sacraments. Have students 
work with a partner to develop a list of questions they could ask a member 
of the parish team to better understand their role in supporting others to 
receive the sacraments (how they got involved in this type of service; what 
training they needed; the best part of this service). Have students record 
their questions on LM 5-14 and respond to the question at the bottom of 
the page (We are all called to love and serve others. How do the members 
of each parish who assist with sacramental preparation live out this call?)

know, think, infer (page 271) Have students discuss the Know, Think, 
Infer questions with a partner and then record their responses in their 
journals. Invite students to share their responses.

1. Why is charity the greatest virtue? (e.g., Charity leads us to show love 
and compassion to others and to live our lives as Jesus taught us. It helps 
us to make all of the other virtues good habits in our lives.)

In the  
ParishABC

Observe student responses 
and examine their responses 
on LM 5-14 to assess their 
understanding of how the Church 
and sacraments strengthen our 
faith and ability to live in love  
and charity.

ASSESSMENT 
OPPORTUNITY

Consider inviting students to  
bring in pictures of their Baptism, 
First Communion, or their  
parents’ wedding to create a 
sacrament display board. Be 
mindful, however, of students  
and families who have not  
received these sacraments and 
do not have pictures to contribute. 
Alternatively, the class could 
create a similar display board for 
the school’s current year’s First  
Communion class.

TEACHING
TIP

DRAFT
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2. How do the sacraments help us in our mission to serve others? (e.g., the 
sacraments help us lead lives of charity; we receive the sacraments at 
church and grow in faith together; we receive God’s grace through the 
sacraments; grace nurtures our faith, inspires our hope, and deepens our 
love for God and one another; the Church offers the sacraments to God’s 
people to give them the grace and strength they need to carry out the 
mission of Christ.)

Consolidate

Ask students to think about what they have learned about social justice  
in this unit. Provide each student with 10 to 12 playing-card-sized pieces  
of card stock. Have them use their Student Book, journal, and any charts 
and posters they’ve created during the unit to compile 10 to 12 questions  
and answers about social justice. Encourage students to include questions 
about social justice in their community and school. Instruct students to 
write one question and answer on each of their cards (front and back). 
Collect and shuffle all the question cards and organize students to work 
in groups of four to play a social justice game. Distribute one LM 5-15: 
Social Justice for All Game, approximately 40 question cards, and one 
die or small cards numbered 1 to 6 to each group. Have groups divide 
the questions equally and stack the question cards in front of them. Have 
students follow the directions on the line master to play the game. Invite 
students to add additional questions and play the game in their free time.

Ask students to think about what they have learned about loving and 
serving others in a spirit of charity. Invite students to continue to think 
about how they can recognize the dignity of each person and serve as 
Christ’s Body on Earth. 

The Think, Know, Infer questions 
provide an opportunity to 
assess students’ knowledge of 
the content addressed in the 
previous section of the Student 
Book. Listen to students’ 
responses in discussions and 
conference with students about 
their written work.

ASSESSMENT 
OPPORTUNITY

reflect and Connect

How can I use the sacramental grace I receive to be a 
witness to my faith? 

Invite students to discuss their answers with an elbow partner 
and share their thinking before responding independently in their 
journals. (e.g., through the grace of the sacraments, we can share  
our faith in our actions and how we treat others; Each time I receive 
one of the sacraments, I can use the strength of grace to live a life  
of service to others through my words, actions, and how I live my 
life.  Celebrating the sacraments with the members of my parish 
draws me into the Body of Christ.)

INQUIRY
OPPORTUNITY

Observe, listen, and examine 
the questions and answers 
students create to assess 
students’ understanding of how 
we can live out the principles 
of social justice and follow the 
teaching of the Magisterium  
of the Church.

ASSESSMENT 
OPPORTUNITYDRAFT
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After the prayer, tell students that will be learning more about the special 
way priests are called to serve others in the Church. 

a Path to holiness (pages 272–279)
Prior to reading, invite students to examine the illustrations in this 
recurring character story. Ask students to note the setting and discuss their 
predictions for what the story might be about, based on the pictures.

Have students work with a partner or in a small group to read the 
story. Check for comprehension by calling on groups to identify the 
characters, plot, setting, and other main details of the story (Point out 
to students that the Vietnamese surname of the character, Bishop Phan, 
is pronounced “fan”). 

As students share their thinking, consider asking questions to ensure 
they have an understanding of the following:

• the	sense	of	community	within	the	story

• the	history	of	the	sacrament	of	Holy	Orders

• the	key	parts	of	the	sacrament	of	Holy	Orders	(e.g.,	ritual	words
and actions)

• the	role	of	Father	Pierre	at	Deacon	Baris’s	ordination

• the	duties	of	Deacon	Baris	once	he	becomes	a	priest

Review key story vocabulary with students to clarify any questions about 
meaning: 

• ordain:	to	make	someone	a	priest	by	the	sacrament	of	Holy	Orders

• ordination:	the	ceremony,	or	rite,	in	which	a	man	is	ordained	a	deacon,
priest, or Bishop; the visible sign of the sacrament is the “laying on of
hands” by a Bishop (in Greek, the word for ordain means “laying
on of hands”)

LANGUAGE
CONNECTION

Pause to Pray

Gather students for prayer. Pray the following prayer together as a 
class. Begin with the Sign of the Cross.

Lord Jesus, teach me to be generous;
Teach me to serve you as you deserve; 
To give and not count the cost,
To fi ght and not heed the wounds,
To toil and not seek for rest,
To labour and not to seek reward,
Except that of knowing that I do your will.

Close with the Sign of the Cross.

Based on the needs of the class, 
consider using a read-aloud to 
support the initial reading of the 
story. Consider writing the points 
to listen for on chart paper for 
student reference.

DIFFERENTIATED
INSTRUCTIONDI

DRAFT
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• candidate	for	ordination:	a	person	who	is	to	become	a	priest

• presbyteral	(pronounced:	prez-BIT-eral)	order:	order	of	priests	of	the
Church—those who share in the ministry of the Bishop, caring for the
People of God

Distribute LM 5-16: A Path to Holiness to students. Have students work 
in small groups to review the story and respond to the questions in  
their journals:

1. Zoey recalls what she had learned about the history of ordination.
Describe this history. (e.g., priesthood had come down from generation
to generation in the Sacrament of Holy Orders; the Apostles were chosen
by Jesus; the Apostles chose Bishops to carry on their work; these
Bishops ordained other Bishops and priests in succession to this day)

2. As Christians, we are called to the great responsibility of serving others
as Christ’s Body on Earth. How will Deacon Baris serve the Church?
(e.g., he will be given sacramental powers for the common good of the
Church community; he will serve and act in the name of Jesus Christ
for the rest of his life; through the power of the Holy Spirit, God will
work through him to change bread and wine into the Body and Blood
of Christ and to forgive sins of those who come to the sacrament of
Reconciliation; the responsibility for leading and supporting God’s
people in a parish)

3. How does the sacrament of Holy Orders strengthen him for this great
responsibility? (e.g., in the sacrament of Holy Orders, Deacon Baris
receives the grace of the Holy Spirit— this will give him the power, the
authority, and the strength to serve as a priest)

4. How will Deacon Baris share Jesus’ role as prophet when he becomes
ordained? (e.g., he will teach others God’s will in his words and his
actions)

5. How are the vows that Deacon Baris takes promising to obey his Bishop
to lead a celibate life like the renewal of our baptismal vows? (e.g., In
both cases, we make promises to be faithful to God. Deacon Baris makes
the promise to be faithful through obedience and celibacy. We make a
vow to reject Satan and follow God—through the path Jesus laid for us.)

my Faith Journey (page 279)

Invite students to respond to the My Faith Journey question:  
How does my participation in the life and mission of my school 
community reflect the life and mission of the Church? (e.g, My 
school models loving service, especially to those in need and allows 
me to participate through service and charity projects; My school 
promotes a caring environment and encourages all of the students 
to show respect for each other. Students may also offer suggestions 

Observe and listen to students 
as they work on LM 5-16, and 
review their written responses 
to assess their understanding 
of how God’s grace received 
through the sacrament of Holy 
Orders strengthens individuals 
for the role of priest; how a priest 
fulfills his responsibility to serve 
others as prophet, and how the 
vows taken at ordination are 
promises to be faithful to God.

ASSESSMENT 
OPPORTUNITY

Consider inviting a local 
priest, deacon, or other 
parish representative to 
the classroom to talk about 
their own ordination and 
answer questions about 
vocations to the priesthood 
and religious life. Students 
could also visit the local 
parish to view the different 
vestments priests and 
deacons wear and view  
the sacred vessels used 
during the celebration  
of the Eucharist.

In the 
Parish

ABC

Deacon Baris promises to lead  
a celibate life. This means he 
vows to live in an unmarried state  
and to be sexually abstinent.

TEACHING
TIP

The My Faith Journey feature 
prompts students to reflect on 
the practice of their faith. While 
the feature is not meant for 
formal assessment, you may use 
it as an opportunity to support 
students’ spiritual growth.

ASSESSMENT 
OPPORTUNITY

DRAFT
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Revisit the K–W–L chart created at the beginning of the unit and note 
any new learning, any questions that have been answered, and any new 
questions that they have.

Enrich and Extend
Recall with students how the Church witnesses to the faith (teaching people 
about Jesus and His message; caring for those who are poor and vulnerable; 
helping people who have been impacted by natural disasters; caring for and 
visiting those who are sick; providing education in countries where it is not 
available; and through making disciples baptizing and teaching). 

Have students identify some of the organizations that help the Church 
carry out this mission. (St. Vincent de Paul Society, Knights of Columbus, 
Catholic Women’s League, The Legion of Mary, Caritas Internationalis, 
L’Arche etc.) Have students briefly discuss the focus and work of these 
organizations. 

Organize students to work in groups to identify one need in their 
community that might benefit from help from a Church organization. 
Have the group then create a new organization to fill this need. Have them 
outline what Catholic social justice principle this organization values and 
the work the organization will do. Have them create a motto and a logo for 
the organization and, finally, give their organization a name. 

INQUIRY
OPPORTUNITY

specific to the activities undertaken within the school.) Engage in a 
class discussion, and create a graphic organizer on chart paper or the 
board to help students connect these ideas. Then instruct students to 
write their response in their journals and offer examples to illustrate 
their thinking.

(COntinUed)

reflect and Connect

To have students reflect on their learning in Lesson 6, ask:
What are the different ways that I witness my faith in my 
family, school, church, and community?

Remind students that we are called to be the Body of Christ on Earth 
by loving and serving others in recognition of each person’s dignity. 
Have students think of the ways they might witness their faith in each 
of their communities—home, school, parish, and local community. 
They should also consider how they can put their faith into action by 
recognizing the dignity of every person and living the Catholic social 
justice principles. Have students brainstorm ideas with a partner 
before responding in their journals. Circulate among the class and 
conference with students to support their thinking.

Use LM 5-1: I Can to conference 
with students on their learning 
and to determine to what degree 
they have consolidated key ideas 
and understandings.

ASSESSMENT 
OPPORTUNITY

DRAFT
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Concluding Chapter 16 (page 279)
Draw students’ attention to the growing in Faith (page 279). Read the 
questions together to ensure that students understand them. Have students 
work in pairs or small groups to discuss the questions, and then direct them 
to record their responses individually in their journals.

• Focus: Jesus is present in those who are poor and those who serve them.
What difference does His presence make? (when we recognize that Jesus
is in us, then we have a responsibility to act as Christ’s Body on Earth;
this is what we were created to do; when we recognize that Jesus is in
those we serve, we recognize their great dignity and are responsible to
love and serve them; this is how we put our faith in action)

• Deepen Your Faith: How can I express God’s love through my individual
and communal actions? (when we love and care for others as God would;
when we recognize those in need and are moved to action because we
recognize an injustice; we can respond individually or come together in
solidarity to care for the common good of all)

Observe and listen as students 
discuss the questions, and 
examine their written responses 
to assess their understanding of 
our responsibility to acknowledge 
and respect the human dignity of 
all of God’s children.

ASSESSMENT 
OPPORTUNITY

DRAFT




