FROM THE CREATORS OF THE F&P TEXT LEVEL GRADIENT™

Fountas & Pinnell

AT A GLANCE

The future
of literacy
education
is here.

A NEW VISION FOR LITERACY EDUCATION

THE SCHOOLS WE ENVISION recognize every child’s right to grow up literate
as a member of a dynamic learning community that values the richness of
linguistic, ethnic, and cultural diversity. Members of the school community are
treated and treat others with empathy, kindness, and respect. Students are
motivated to investigate new ideas that fuel intellectual curiosity and act as
powerful agents in their own learning. Because students are fully engaged and
feel a sense of joy in their own learning, they achieve a higher level of literacy.
Through dynamic literacy education that exemplifies the beliefs and core values
described below, students come to understand their physical, social, and
emotional world and their roles as informed global citizens—hallmarks of the
literate lives they can lead.

CORE VALUES
WITH MORE THAN
25 YEARS OF
LITERACY LEADERSHIP,

the extensive work of
Irene Fountas and Gay Su
Pinnell has coalesced
into Fountas & Pinnell
Literacy™—a cohesive,
systematic approach to
high-quality literacy
instruction centered on a
powerful principle:
what we teach, we value;
and what we value,
we teach.
To that end, Fountas &
Pinnell Literacy™ is built
on a set of Foundational
Beliefs and Core Values
that together reflect a
transformative vision of
what literacy education
can be: a shared
commitment to
meaningful, effective,
responsive teaching that
ensures the right of
every student to lead a
LITERATE LIFE.
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Schools are places where students:
1  Act as members of a cohesive learning community that sustains their
literacy growth and success.

2  Engage in authentic inquiry within and beyond the classroom walls to
ignite their intellectual curiosity and expand their knowledge of the
world and of others.

3  Believe in themselves and their own ability to acquire and use language
and literacy for learning and enjoyment.

4  Read, and think, talk, and write every day about relevant content that
engages their hearts and minds.

5  Read, and think, talk, and write about texts that are culturally sensitive,
reflect the diversity in our world, and vary in genre, content, and
perspective.

Schools are places where literacy educators:
6  Implement a coherent set of evidence-based instructional practices in
whole-class, small-group, and individual contexts.

7  Make expert instructional decisions based on evidence gained from
systematic observation and ongoing assessment data.

8  Work as a team to take collective responsibility for the high achievement
of each student in a widely diverse population.

9  Act as members of a community with a common vision, common goals,
common language, and a strong belief that their work can transform
children’s lives through literacy.

10  Demonstrate an unwavering commitment to their own professional
learning and to supporting the learning of their colleagues and team
members.
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YOUR CLASSROOM is a place where students learn how to read, write, and
expand all of their language skills, but it is much more. It is a place where
they learn how to be confident, self-determined, curious, kind, and literate
members of a community.

Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™ provides the opportunity
for students to:
• see themselves reflected in the books they read and write
about
• grow as thoughtful users of literacy
• engage in real reading, writing, and thinking

and for teachers to:
• work at the cutting edge of students’ learning
• support independence and student agency
• understand the critical role of responsive teaching in leading
literacy learning forward.

Designed to
change the
landscape of
Literacy
Education
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Instruction in Your Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™
Comprehensive resources for a systematic approach to literacy learning
Ignite learning with thousands
of student texts, lessons, and
resources within these major
instructional contexts:

INDEPENDENT READING

WHOLE-GROUP TEACHING

A carefully curated collection of authentic children’s
literature that provides the opportunity for students
to develop tastes as readers and to read a large
number of self-selected books independently. With
accompanying conferring cards, you can make
specific teaching points in brief conferences that
lead the individual reader forward.

1. Interactive Read-Aloud
2. Reading Minilessons
3. Shared Reading
4. Phonics, Spelling, and
Word Study Lessons

• 150 titles per grade K–2

SMALL-GROUP TEACHING

• 200 titles per grade 3–6

5. Guided Reading

• Conferring card per title

6. Book Clubs/Literature
Discussion

INDEPENDENT LEARNING
7. Independent Reading

EACH GRADE LEVEL (K–6)
WILL ALSO INCLUDE:
• Essential Questions and
Inquiry-Based Learning
Opportunities
• Professional Learning Tools
• Writing About Reading
• Interactive Writing
• Shared Writing
• Assessment
• Digital Resources

GUIDED READING
The most powerful and
engaging authentic,
original texts to build each
student’s ability to process
increasingly challenging
books with fluency and
comprehension. Build a rich
guided reading collection
over time with:
• 1,300 titles spanning
grades K–6
• Lesson folder per title

BOOK CLUBS/
LITERATURE
DISCUSSION
An authentic opportunity
to bring students together
for in-depth discussion of
a captivating trade book
they have read in order
to extend thinking and
learn about themselves
as readers.
• 32 titles per grade K–3
• 48 titles per grade 4–6
• Facilitator card per title
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Creating
Coherence
READING
MINILESSONS
The Reading Minilessons
Book provides brief,
focused and practic al
whole-class lessons on
the topics of Management,
Literary Analysis, Strategies
and Skills, and Writing About
Reading.
• 150 minilessons per grade K–6

INTERACTIVE
READ-ALOUD
A collection of the very
best age-appropriate,
grade-appropriate trade
books to promote the joy
of reading, expand vocabulary, and nurture the
ability to think, talk, and
write about texts that fully
engage students’ interest.
• 120 titles per grade PreK–6
• Lesson folder per title

PHONICS, SPELLING,
AND WORD STUDY
Explicit lessons for wholegroup instruction and
small-group application
that help students explore,
attend to, learn about, and
efficiently use sounds,
letters, and words.
• 100 lessons per grade K–5

All of the
instructional contexts
for Fountas &
Pinnell Classroom™
fit together in a
coherent way and
offer students
multiple opportunities
to access complex,
age-appropriate
texts; and engage in
powerful small-group,
whole-group, and
independent reading
that propels their
learning forward.

SHARED READING
An exquisite collection of
original texts (enlarged
and accompanying small
versions) that nurture
students’ abilities to
construct meaning in a
supported context so they
can enjoy reading and
learn critical concepts of
how texts work.
• 200 titles spanning
grades PreK–3
• Lesson folder per title

Designed to
change the
landscape of
Literacy
Education
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Organizing Your Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™
YOUR CLASSROOM: THEIR LITERATE LIFE

Poetry
Notebooks
Personal
Book Boxes

air

el
Eas
Ch

DESCRIPTION: An area
with enough space for all
children to sit comfortably
and engage in learning.

Library

Rug

Chair

Ch

air

Table
and
Lamp

Word Study Folders
and Manipulatives

WHOLE-GROUP
AREA

Classroom

Learning deepens when students read, and think, talk, and write about authentic texts across different
instructional contexts that take place within a whole-group, in small groups, and independently. The
classroom becomes a space where learning comes alive—a space where books propel children’s
learning and high-impact teaching increases the efficiency and effectiveness of instruction.

PURPOSE: Whole-group

meetings, read-alouds,
minilessons
FOUNTAS & PINNELL
CLASSROOM™
INSTRUCTIONAL
CONTEXTS:

 Interactive
Read-Aloud

Big Book
Storage
and Charts

Shared Reading
 Reading Minilessons

Listening

 Phonics, Spelling,

and Word Study
Lessons

Blocks

Drama

Props

INDEPENDENT WORK AREAS
Rug

DESCRIPTION: Children choose books from the classroom library, engage
in independent work at their tables, or move among literacy centers.
PURPOSE: Exploration, choice reading, application of learning from

Books

whole- and small-group lessons
FOUNTAS & PINNELL CLASSROOM™ INSTRUCTIONAL CONTEXTS:

Independent
Reading
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 Phonics, Spelling, and

Word Study application

 Shared

Reading

A Firm
Foundation
SMALL-GROUP AREA
DESCRIPTION: A quiet area of the classroom containing a round

or horseshoe table situated for monitoring the rest of the class.
PURPOSE: Small-group reading instruction
FOUNTAS & PINNELL CLASSROOM™ INSTRUCTIONAL CONTEXTS:

Guided Reading

Book Clubs

l

rt

Teacher Materials
Guided Reading Supplies

Eas
e

Ca

Word Study Folders

Leveled Book Set

Writing Center Materials/
Reader’s Notebooks
Computers/Tablets

Art
Materials

BUILDING A CLASSROOM
COMMUNITY
The design of the classroom
supports the building of
community. Preparing your
Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™
means taking into account
whole-group, small-group, and
independent learning that, with
high-impact teaching, enable
students to:

The Fountas & Pinnell
Literacy Continuum—
the roadmap for
literacy acquisition
in children over
time—and the F&P
Text Level Gradient™
are the foundations
of Fountas & Pinnell
Classroom™. The
specific demands,
competencies, and
behaviors to teach
for, assess and
reinforce [at each
grade level and text
level] inform and
inhabit Fountas &
Pinnell Classroom™.

• grow as thoughtful users
of literacy
• see themselves reflected
in the books they read and
write about
• learn how to be confident,
curious, kind, and literate
members of a community.
The learning spaces in your
classroom help transform
learning—where the walls fade
away to a world of opportunity
beyond.

Inquiry Table
Science/Social Studies
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Interactive Read-Aloud
BENEFITS OF
INTERACTIVE
READ-ALOUD
Through interactive
read-aloud children
can:
yy Connect to the lives
of others and their
world.

Expand students’ thinking across the
year with books that spark discussion
and inquiry
Interactive read-aloud promotes the joy of reading, expands students’ vocabulary,
and increases their ability to think, talk, and write about texts that fully engage their
interest.

yy Build and develop
ideas as a community.
yy Engage in meaningful
conversation.
yy Deepen
comprehension.
yy Expand knowledge
and vocabulary
through listening and
talking.

Interactive Read-Aloud At A Glance
n Whole-group instruction
n During interactive read-aloud, teacher reads
aloud a selected text to children, occasionally
pausing for conversation

n Texts are organized into text sets for highly
intentional teaching

n Texts are beyond the instructional reading
level of most children

yy Be exposed to
complex language
patterns.

n Children are listening to the text and viewing

yy Make connections
between texts.

n Text-based discussion helps children construct

yy Study characteristics
of different genres.

n Children make connections between books in the text set.

the illustrations
meaning

Texts and Instruction for Interactive Read-Aloud
The Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™ Interactive Read-Aloud Collection is the
foundation for literacy instruction, and is organized into text sets that reflect
a global perspective with a diversity of characters, settings, and topics.
Each text set contains four to six high-quality picture books with engaging
illustrations that represent a variety of authors and illustrators, topics,
genres, themes, and text structures. Each set of texts has been carefully
curated around a connecting idea, central theme, or study of a particular
author, illustrator, or genre.
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RESOURCES
Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™
Interactive Read-Aloud Collection Guide

Put
Interactive
ReadAloud
into
Action

Fo u n t a s & P i n n e l l

CLASSROOM

A brief guide that provides an overview of the
components and implementation of the FPC Interactive
Read-Aloud Collection.

Guide

Interactive Read-Aloud Books
120 trade titles, 1 copy of each

This carefully curated collection of the very best ageand grade-appropriate trade books is at the heart of
literacy instruction in your classroom. Designed to
nurture students’ ability to construct meaning in an
interactive, talk-rich context, the interactive read-aloud
books are organized into text sets to help students
make connections among ideas and notice parallels in
the craft of writing across multiple texts.

Best trade book choices
in curated text sets

Book

a Tail Like

• What Do You Do With a Tail Like This?

What Do You Do With
a Tail Like This?

Grade

IRA

Do With
Do YouNeed
YouWhat
Will
This?

1

Authors/
Steve Jenkins and
Illustrators Robin Page
Genre

Nonfiction

Text Set

Question/Answer Books
• Animals Black and White
• Best Foot Forward
• A Cool Summer Tail
• What Do You Do With
a Tail Like This?

Summary

Interactive Read-Aloud

-Alo
Interactive Read

1
Grade• White bulletin board paper, markers,
and
Steve Jenkins
Authors/
finger paints
Robin Page
Illustrators
• Drawing paper and materials
Nonfiction
Genre
• Chart paper and marker
r Books
Question/Answe
White
Text•Set
and
Wrapping paper/paper
towel
tubes, fabric,
• Animals Black
felt, and/or
paper, glue, tape
• Best Foot Forward
Tail
• A Cool Summer
Do With
• What Do You
a Tail Like This?

Like This?
Do With a Tail
• What Do You
markers,
board paper,
• White bulletin
finger paints
and materials
• Drawing paper
and marker
fabric,
• Chart paper
towel tubes,
• Wrapping paper/paper tape
glue,
felt, and/or paper,

IRA

Book

You Will Need

things with their
interesting
andbook,
In thisdo
interactive
guessing
readers learn that animals do many different and interesting things with their
many different
that animals
ears, eyes, mouths, noses, feet, and tails.
readers learn
guessing book,
tails.
In this interactive
noses, feet, and
ears, eyes, mouths,

Summary

Messages

Messages

animal
and help the
parts are useful
All animal body
ways.
work in different
different and

Interactive Read-Aloud Lesson Folders

it may look
body part, but
the same
All animal body animals
parts areuse
useful
and help the animal survive. Different animals use the same body part, but it may look
survive. Different
different and work in different ways.

Goals

Lesson folders [1 per book] support teachers in providing
high-quality, cutting-edge lessons that boost, engage,
and extend students’ reading, writing, and language
skills.

About This Book

About This Book

about how different
present facts
is used to book,
GENRE FOCUS
this nonfiction
a question-and-answer format is used to present facts about how different
format
nswer In
book, a question-and-a
see
animals use parts of their bodies in amazing ways.
format. Readers
In this nonfiction
an interactive
GENRE FOCUS
in amazing ways.
following
animals,
HOW THE BOOK
WORKS
Thisusing
nonfictionbody
bookpart.
teaches
facts
about animals, using an interactive format. Readers see
On the
of their bodies
about
teaches facts
that
animals use parts
with”
doon
nonfiction book
do you
close-up views
of“what
one body
part
five animals, and are asked “what do you do with” that body part. On the following
WORKS This
and are asked
HOW THE BOOK
is answered.
on five animals,
page, readers question
find illustrations
of the whole animal, and the question is answered.
of one body part
animal, and the
close-up views
of the whole IMPORTANT TEXT CHARACTERISTICS
find illustrations
predictable and
page, readers
categories. A
STICS
and simple
■■Informational text
with clearly
defined question-and-answer structure and simple categories. A predictable and
TEXT CHARACTERI
nswer structure
IMPORTANT
defined question-and-a
repeatedon
text
question that is answered on the following page
following Apage
thesequence:
text with clearly
that is answered
■■Informational
question
A
■■Text that is arranged in playful visual patterns
sequence:
repeated text
visual patterns
■■A few interesting words
in context
new to children, but easy to understand
in context
arranged in playful
lizard, blue-footed
■■Text that is
easy to understand
scorpion, horned
children, but
(e.g.,most
■■Many animals thatexperiences
words new to
may be beyond
children’s immediate experiences (e.g., scorpion, horned lizard, blue-footed
immediate
■■A few interesting
most children’s
booby, archerfish)
that may be beyond
■■Many animals
■■Cut-paper collage
that support interpretation and enhance enjoyment
enhance enjoyment
andillustrations
booby, archerfish)
interpretation
that support
1
collage illustrations
■■Cut-paper

© 2018 by Irene

C. Fountas and

Gay Su Pinnell

NH: Heinemann.
© 2018 by Irene C. Fountas and Gay
Su Pinnell from
Fountas & Pinnell Classroom. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.
Portsmouth,
& Pinnell Classroom.

and Investigation

in order to formulate
on the previous page
of the
question and big ideas
for further exploration
Think about the essential
in identifying projects
will help guide children
some questions that
essential question.

•

PDFs of each lesson

•

Video Library

•

Unlimited online access to lesson resources by title.

Do Like Kyla

Jonathan and His
Mommy

Elizabeti’s Doll

Where Are You
Going, Little Mouse?

This Text Set
common. The
About
Exploration shapes and sizes, but there are some things they have intogether.
The books in
Suggested Projects forFamilies come in all and
to
and have fun
big ideas related
other, love each other,
The following are suggested
set.
the books in this text

projects for children to

Grade K
Other: Family
Taking Care of Each

or
Children use interactive
a list
shared writing to create
or
of ways in which a parent
care of
family member takes
them (for example, making
meals or reading stories).

with
Children create a box
Out
that show important Coco Steps
artifacts
Worried
Wemberly
The
things about their family.
center
boxes go into a literacy
You’ll Drive Me Wild
can Harriet,
for the week and children
Two Homes
share their box with classmates

one
Create a big book with
child
page per child. Each
I like
finishes the sentence:
(or
to _____ with my family
as Dad,
family member, such
child
Mom, Grandpa, etc.). The
in the center.
writes
illustrates the page and
blank.
the word to fill in the
for
the set, and
This becomes a big book
make connections across
days.
in this text set, help children
shared reading for several
While reading the books

Thinking Across Books

and finding out more.
each other?
the characters feel about
help you think about how
How did the illustrations
or what they learned?
ways the characters changed
Portrait
a Family
about the
notice
to think about?
What did youDraw
these authors want you

facilitate ways of learning
■■

Share a Stuffed Animal

stuffed
Children bring a special
to
animal or doll from home
Invite
share with the class.
care
children to tell how they
for their special animal/doll.

Make a Card

■■

a family
books similar? What do
of these
Each child creates
■How are the messages
the
■
Brainstorm with children
portrait and labels each
use
Use
vocabulary they might
member of the family.
family
a
in writing a card to a
these portraits to create
love
member to express their
bulletin board.
and talk
for that person (for example,
ideas in mind as you read
each
question and these big
question
special, kind, love). Give Engage children by keeping this essential
for the grade level. This
and
sure to use language appropriate
child a piece of cardstock
projects on the
the texts in this set. Be
about
to
including the suggested
a variety of art materials
a variety of inquiry projects,
also be explored through
create their special card. can

Essential Question and

Big Ideas

next page.

IRA

Interactive Read-Aloud

the questions
care of each
to be part of a family.
further explore
members of a family take
a family, and what it means
think about what makes
this text set help children
& Pinnell
resources from the Fountas
the following books and
You might also include
Create a Family Box
Classroom collection.

Create a Big Book

Create a Text

© 2018 by Irene C. Fountas

and Gay Su Pinnell from

Fountas & Pinnell Classroom.

What is important about
being a family?

People in a family
take care of
other.

People in a family love
each other and have
fun together.

Grade K

The resources needed for each lesson, including:

Family

first
How does knowing the
to
letter in a word help us
read that word?

Don’t You Feel
Well, Sam?

Other: Family
Taking Care of Each

FPC Interactive Read-Aloud Online Resources

Taking Care of Each Other:

that
What are some ways
families are different?

Interactive Read-Aloud

Inquiry Overview Cards and Inquiry Projects

IRA

Asking Questions

ways
What are some of the
that the people in a family
take care of each other?

1

from Fountas

Learning Through Exploration

Inquiry Overview Cards (1 per text set) feature a brief
overview of the text set, opportunities to think across
books, an essential question and big ideas to guide
thinking and discussion, as well as a menu of projects to
encourage exploration and inquiry.

ud

Goals

Literacy
Fountas & Pinnell
Refer to The
Think about
the reading
and understandings
your children control. Refer to The Fountas & Pinnell Literacy
control.behaviors
to consider these:
s your children
You may want
goals.
and understanding
Continuum for Grade
1 Interactive
Read-Aloud and select
appropriate goals. You may want to consider these:
select appropriate
reading behaviors
take of conversation
in the give and
Think about the
Read-Aloud and
■■Actively participate in the give and take of conversation
Inquiry ■■Actively participate
Grade 1 Interactive
Continuum for
book.
about the book.
about
■■Connect texts
in the
the category of questionanimal
and answer.
is the most
which
answer.
Inquiry
■■Express opinions about which animal is the most
opinions about
of question and
■■Express
■■Notice that
authors Steve Jenkins and
Robin
Page use a
reasoning.
in the category
a
and explain their
■■Connect texts
Page use
interesting and explain their reasoning.
interesting
question and
answer structure.
Jenkins and Robin
authors Steve
■■Notice that
Vocabulary
answer structure.
Vocabulary
Comprehension
of new vocabulary
question and
acquire understanding
■■Notice and acquire understanding of new vocabulary
■Notice andfrom
■■Gain new■information
text and illustrations.
ion
pesky).
(underground, pesky).
Comprehens
(underground,
and
text and illustrations.■■Use details from
book
the
from
illustrations
to
support
points
made
from
content words
■■Gain new information
made
■■Acquire new
and some ■■Acquire new content words from the book and
to support points in discussion.
familiar animals
from illustrations
illustrations, about familiar animals and some
illustrations, about
■■Use details
Communication
new animals.
new animals.
in discussion.
about the text
talk
to
language about
■■Identify and discuss interesting
information
■■Use some academic language to talk about the text
■■Use some academic
ion
Communicat
information about
animals in the(question
book. and answer).
(question and answer).
discuss interesting
■■Identify and
book.
animals in the

Books are in a
recommended
sequence based on
typical instructional
emphases and the
likely needs of a
classroom community
througho ut the
school year; however,
as you discover your
students’ needs
and interests, you
may wish to present
the text sets in a
different order.

each
Heinemann.
Portsmouth, NH:

There are many different

Back
© 2018 by Irene C. Fountas

and Gay Su Pinnell from

kinds of families.

Fountas & Pinnell Classroom.

Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.

Front

Fountas & Pinnell

Online Resources
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Shared Reading
STEPS IN THE
SHARED READING
PROCESS
1. Select a text.
2. Introduce the text to
the children.

3. Read the text aloud.

Build a strong early reading foundation
with books that engage and excite
Shared reading is an enjoyable experience for your classroom community and an
important opportunity for children to “step up together” into more challenging texts
while also beginning to notice and acquire the processes they need to read texts
independently.

4. Talk about the text
with the children.

Shared Reading At A Glance

5. Invite the children to
read the text (or part
of it) with you.

n Whole-group instruction
n During shared reading, teacher and children read

6. Repeat the shared

aloud a large version of an engaging text that is
beyond children’s ability to read independently

reading of that text
several times.

n Texts provide early experiences with print and promote

7. Children may read
or listen to the text
independently at
other times during
their day.

the development of reading processes

n Texts serve as mentor texts
n After the first reading, children take part in multiple, subsequent readings of
the text

n Children discuss the text and the teacher selects teaching points based on
children’s needs.

Texts and Instruction for Shared Reading
The Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™ Shared Reading Collection texts are
an exquisite collection of original big books, in a variety of genres, with
accompanying lesson folders. Six copies of each book are also provided in
a small size for children to revisit during independent reading. Some of the
books have special features such as flaps, cutouts, and
foldouts to engage and excite children.
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RESOURCES

Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™
Shared Reading Collection Guide

Put
Shared
Reading
into
Action

Fo u n t a s & P i n n e l l

CLASSROOM

A brief guide that provides an overview of the components
and implementation of the FPC Shared Reading Collection.

Guide

Shared Reading Books
1 copy of the Big Book and 6 copies of each accompanying
small book

An exquisite collection of original titles that nurture
children’s ability to construct meaning in a supported
context so they can enjoy reading and learn critical
concepts of how print works.
Respond to the Text

You Will Need

Book
Author
Genre

Summary

Old to New
Jena Croxford
Nonfiction:
Expository/Procedural

Shared Reading

Lesson Folders support teachers in providing high-quality,
cutting-edge lessons that boost, engage, and extend
children’s reading, writing, and language skills.

You Will Need
• Old to New
• a pointer
• highlighter tape
• chart paper and marker
Visit resources.fountasandpinn
to download digital resources ell.com
to support
this lesson, including:
• masking card

SR

Respond to the Text

Shared Reading

Engage the children in
additional experiences
to enhance their appreciation
and interpretation of the
Art Provide a variety of
text.
objects that might otherwise
be thrown
away: magazines, cardboard
cereal boxes, bottle caps,
scraps of
colored construction paper,
pieces of cloth, toilet paper
rolls, egg
cartons, etc. Have children
Book
Going on a Bear Hunt
work independently or
with a partner to
create a trash-to-treasure
Retold by Margie Sigman
piece of art. Invite children
to share their
art and explain it to the
• Going on a Bear
Hunt
Illustrator Elena Selivanova
group.
Engage the children in additional experiences to enhance their appreciation and interpretation of the text.
• a pointer
Independent Writing/Drawing
Genre
Fiction: Fantasy
Following
the model
• sticky
notes
of the
directions for the egg
carton garden, have children
write
• chart paper
and
marker
or draw
steps for turning a piece
the
of trash into treasure.
It could be the art
they created in the activity
described above or something
they read
in the book.
Shared Writing Talk with children about
the book. Let’s turn this book into a play.
Before we begin, let’s make a list of some
of the language that was important in this
book. We can try to use that language in
our play. Make sure the list includes the
sound words and prepositions important to
the action of the book. Use shared writing
to rewrite the story as a play with parts for
Amy, Jack, Mike, and a narrator. This activity
may take place over several days. Help
children understand that there will have
to be language that replaces the parts of
the story told through illustrations. Several
times throughout the process, use a pointer
to reread the writing and check meaning.

SR

Shared Reading Lesson Folders

Shared Writing In the
book Old to New, the author
mentioned
some things that can
be recycled and made
into new things. What
are some of the things
This nonfiction book tells
the author described?
how old things can be
Let’s
made into new things
makeof
a list
In this
retelling
the of
popular chant, three friends go through tall grass, a deep river, and
things that can go from
with directions readers
instead of being thrown
can follow to make an
trash to treasure. Work
away. The book ends
old egg carton into a garden.
withpuddle
children
a big mud
as to
they hunt for a bear. Then they must retrace their steps in a hurry,
create a list of objects
that can be recycled. Create
two-column
running forasafety
when they
see
a real
bear.
things that can be recycled
list. In
the
left-hand
column write
and in the right-hand
column write what they
may suggest items from
can be made into. Children
the book or use their imaginations
writing with the children
to add to the list. Using
a pointer, reread the
to check the meaning.
Project Start a classroom
One person’s trash may
recycling project. Use
be another person’s treasure.
a box or bin to gather
chart paper next to it and
An object’s original use
helps to protect our environment
objects for recycling. Put
does not have to be its
ask children to sign in
a piece of
by reducing trash.
their
only use. Recycling
contributions.
and find out where others
adventures
with Decide
friends which
can beitems
a lot can
of fun. Sometimes the journey is more important than where you actually
can be taken for Sharing
be repurposed
recycling.
end up.

Summary

Messages

Messages

Drama Invite children to act out the story.
Have them try to recall the repetitive parts
of the text and decide on motions that fit. Use the book as needed.

Independent Reading

Interactive Writing Have children innovate on the text by changing the setting or having the characters
hunt for something other than a bear.
Give children the

Goals

Goals

Think about the reading
behaviors and understandings
opportunity to read the
your children control. Select
abilities to think like readers
text independently or
goals that will develop
as they process a text.
with a
partner using
their
Refer to The Fountas &
Think about the reading
behaviors
and understandings
willPerformance
develop theirReading
the big book or your
Pinnell Literacy Continuum
smallchildren control. Select goals thatand
section and also pertinent
(see the Shared
levels in the Guided Reading
abilities to think like readers as they process a text. Refer to The Fountas & Pinnell Literacy Continuum (see the Shared
a group of children listen
section).
to the text at the listening
and Performancecenter,
Reading
sectionalong
and also pertinent levels in the Guided Reading section). Early Literacy Behaviors
book version.
following
in the small
Vocabulary and Language
■■
Demonstrate full control
Comprehension: Talking
of early
Development
a group of children the
and
Early Literacy Behaviors
Fluent Reading
Phonological
Awareness/
small book version
reading
behaviors.
Writing About Reading
and have them read it
Give children the opportunity to read the text independently or with a partner using the big book
or small
■■
in unison. ■■Remember and use repeating
Use contextual information
■■
Phonics/Word Study
■■
Have
Use features of print to track
children read the small
to
■■
book to a partner, taking
Through discussion, infer
Searching, Monitoring,
book version.
understand the meaning
turns
the
reading pages or the whole
words when
reading.
phrases with intonation during
■■
Recognize some simple
of new
book.
writer’s purpose and message.
Correcting Behaviors
words (dump, recycled,
■■
shared reading.
Have a group of children listen to the text at the listening center, following along in the small
contractions.
treasures,
■■
Use left-to-right directionality,
■■
containers, hand-me-down).
Talk about personal connections
■■
With
book version.
support,
■■
word-by-word matching, and
Adjust the voice to recognize
■■
Connect wordsteacher
that have
similaruse
made to content.
features print to search
■■
Understand the meaning
return sweep to monitor reading.
dialogue.
■■
letter clusters and of
phonogram
for and
Children can reread the big book with a partner using a chopstick pointer.
of
use visual
■■
simple plurals.
Use academic language
patterns (st, squ, spl,information.
sw, gr, sh).
You may want to take
to talk
the opportunity to expand
■■
Give a group of children the small book version and have them read it in unison.
Searching,
Monitoring,
Vocabulary and Language
about the text: e.g., author,
■■
children’s knowledge
Search for information
these texts from the Fountas
of the topic, form, or genre
when
Phonological Awareness/
& Pinnell Classroom
using
Correcting
Behaviors
Development
Comprehension:
Talking
and
photographer,
Shared Reading collection.
processing simple sentences.
flaps, heading,
■■
Phonics/Word Study
Compare Old to New to
Writing About Reading
topic.
■
■■
Reread to search for and use
Notice and use words that
the book Inventions■and
Nature. Compare how
both books.
Fluent
■■
the authors userepresent
Recognize some simple
information from language
and add action
■■
headings sounds
Make personal Reading
connections to
■■
plurals.
Reread to remember something
in
■■
Read
■■
some words
structure.
(swish-swash, splish-splash,
■■
Nonfiction titles that might
content,
characters,
or events.
Hear syllables in multisyllabic
quickly and
from a text in order to
help children understand
draw
or
automatically.
why
Forest
need to protect the Earth squish-squash).
words.
Surprises and Surprises
You may want to take the opportunity to expand children’s knowledge of the topic, form, or genre
using
write about it.
■■
Use sources we
of information
■■
Use academic language.
include Rain
on a Coral Reef.
■■
these texts from the Fountas & Pinnell Classroom Shared Reading collection.
Read with phrasing.
■■
(meaning, language structure,
Use contextual information to
■■
Use new vocabulary
from the text
visual information) to selfunderstand the meaning of new
■■
Compare the friends’ adventure in Going on a Bear Hunt to a snail’s adventure in Snail’s Big
to reflect meaning.
monitor and self-correct.
sound words.
Adventure.
■■
Talk about and represent the
■■
After reading books about wild places like Rain Forest Surprises or In the Outback, encourage children
sequence of events.
Think about the goals
to imagine what the friends’ adventure would have been like in those locations.
of the lesson and the behavioral
evidence you observed.
that children can:
Observe to find evidence
GENRE FOCUS This
nonfiction text provides
■■
information about the
understand and discuss
recycled into new things,
trash people create, examples
new information about
and procedural instructions
recycling.
of trash being
for how to turn an egg
■■
search for and talk about
carton into a garden.
HOW THE BOOK WORKS
information presented
After an introduction
in sidebars and graphics.
about trash and recycling,
be recycled. Flaps on
■■
use new vocabulary in
left-hand pages describe
right-hand
GENRE FOCUS This is a fictional narrative with a humorous twist. It tells a story of three friends
going on
an
pages have questions
discussion (dump, recycled,
what can
about recycling that
Think about the goals of the lesson and the behavioral evidence you observed. Observe to find evidence
treasures,
containers,
readers can lift to reveal
extended
adventure
and finding
a bear—not something that happens every day. IMPORTANT CHARACTERISTICS
and hand-me-down).
■■
use details in the photos
the answers.
TO NOTICE
that children can:
to understand new vocabulary
ideasWORKS
■■
in the text.
Content
HOW THEand
BOOK
Based on a familiar chant, this book tells the story of three
friendswords
goingrelated
on a bear
■■
understand and retell
to concepts children can
■■
read sound words with expression.
step-by-step directions
understand and supported
for making
hunt.
The story
uses
sound
words
and
a
repetitive
structure
to
engage
readers
and
involve
them
in
the
friends’
■■
an egg carton garden.
by photographs with labels
Flaps that can be lifted
to reveal answers to questions
■■
adjust the voice to recognize dialogue.
adventures.
■■
Headings
■■
respond to the humor of the ending.
IMPORTANT CHARACTERISTICS TO NOTICE
■■
A simple chart
© 2018 by Irene C. Fountas
and Gay Su Pinnell from
■■
■■
make inferences about characters’ actions and feelings.
Rhythm andFountas
repetition
of words
and language
patterns
& Pinnell
Classroom.
Portsmouth,
book version.
■■
Have

Independent Reading

■■
Give

Connect to Other Books

Connect to Other Books

Assessment

Assessment

FPC Shared Reading Online Resources

■■
understand

The resources needed for each lesson, including:

and use academic language to talk about a text (author, illustrations, refrain)

About This Book

About This Book

■■
Contractions

(we’re, there’s, let’s, can’t, it’s)

■■
Memorable words

© 2018 by Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell from Fountas & Pinnell Classroom. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.
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• PDFs of each lesson
• Video Library
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of high interest and novelty (onomatopoeia)
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1

There is a
recommended
sequence based
on book series,
genre, and/or
connecting topics;
however, the
books can be
introduced in
any order that
meets the needs
of the children in
your classroom.

Online Resources

• Shared Reading audiobooks
• Unlimited online access to lesson resources by title.

A place for everything
Your Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™ stays organized in functional,
durable containers. Appealing books are on display for children to
select and read independently.

n COMPANION RESOURCE:
Fountas & Pinnell Shared Poetry Charts
A set of 100 poetry charts per grade to expand your shared
reading collection.

9

Phonics, Spelling, and Word Study
LESSON
STRUCTURE
Each Phonics, Spelling,
and Word Study
lesson follows a simple
structure:

yy TEACH: Provide a
concise lesson based
on a clear principle.
yy APPLY: Engage
students in an
active, ”hands-on”
application activity.
yy SHARE: Meet
with students for
reinforcement of
the principle and
assessment at the end
of the activity.

Engage student’s curiosity with
systematic instruction in how oral
and written language “works.”
Explicit lessons for whole-group instruction and small-group application that help
students attend to, learn about, and efficiently use sounds, letters, and words.

Phonics, Spelling, and Word Study At A Glance
n Whole-group instruction and individual, partner,
or small-group application

n 5–10 minutes of explicit instruction;
10–15 minutes of application

n Lessons based on nine areas of
learning, ranging from Early Literacy
Concepts to Word-Solving Actions

n Interactive Read-Aloud and Shared Reading books, and the
Fountas & Pinnell Shared Poetry Charts serve as mentor texts and as examples for
generalizing and applying a concept in reading and writing.

Systematic Instruction for Phonics, Spelling, and Word Study
Phonics, spelling, and word study are taught explicitly in specific lessons and applied
throughout the various instructional contexts of Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™:
Out-of-Text Teaching

Lesson Structure

In-Text Teaching

TE ACH
yy Lesson (Generative Principle)
yy Inquiry-Based

yy Whole Group

yy Hands-on Practice
yy Constructive Experiences

yy Small Group or Literacy
Centers (K–1)
yy Partners
yy Individuals

yy Interactive Read-Aloud
yy Shared Reading
yy Modeled/Shared/Interactive Writing

APPLY
yy Guided Reading
yy Book Clubs

SHARE
yy Assessment
yy Summary
yy Link to Reading & Writing

10

yy Whole Group

YOUR CLASSROOM. THEIR LITERATE LIFE.

yy Independent Reading
yy Independent Writing

RESOURCES
Put
Phonics,
Spelling,
and
Word
Study
into
Action

Fountas & Pinnell Phonics, Spelling, and Word Study System
Phonics, Spelling, and Word Study Lessons
Lessons driven by the principles from the new Fountas & Pinnell
Comprehensive Phonics, Spelling, and Word Study Guide and
The Fountas & Pinnell Literacy Continuum, Expanded Edition.

The

Fountas & Pinnell

Phonics, Spelling, and
Word Study Lessons
GRADE

1

Sing a Song of Poetry

Irene C. Fountas & Gay Su Pinnell

Sing a Song of

Poems that immerse students in rich, rhythmical
language to expand their oral language capabilities,
develop phonological awareness, and teach about the
intricacies of print.

Poetry

GRADE

7

1

11

A Teaching Resource for Phonemic
Awareness, Phonics, and Fluency
FPL_2062_F_RainSun_SR_FPDF.indd 11

FPL_2176_F_PigsWolf_SR_FPDF.indd 7

12/19/16 3:55 PM

10/24/16 3:00 PM

GRADES

Irene Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell

With this new, essential resource, Fountas and Pinnell
bring their literacy expertise to a systematic exploration
of letters, sounds, and words and learning how oral and
written language “work.”

Comprehensive Phonics, Spelling, and Word
Study Guide

The Fountas & Pinnell
Comprehensive Phonics,
Spelling, and Word Study Guide
reflects the specific behaviors
related to the nine areas of
learning for letters, sounds,
and words that children develop
over time:

The Fountas & Pinnell Comprehensive Phonics, Spelling,
and Word Study Guide provides you with a comprehensive
map of the knowledge students develop on their journey to
becoming expert word solvers and effective readers and
writers. The literacy behaviors you know and understand as
you make minute-by-minute decisions within the act of
teaching will make the biggest impact on student learning.
You will find that this essential guide, presented in an easyto-use chart form, is a critical companion to The Fountas &
Pinnell Literacy Continuum, Expanded Edition. You will be
able to hone your observations of students’ literacy behaviors with this indispensable tool, which combines the behaviors and understandings from the Phonics continuum with
the specific times (early, middle, or late in grades PreK–8)
appropriate for each one to be introduced and then to be
under students’ control. In addition, instructional language
and a multitude of specific examples appear exclusively in
this guide. Use this resource to assist your students in an
exploration of letter and word learning.

The

■ Early Literacy Concepts
■ Phonological Awareness
■ Letter Knowledge
■ Letter-Sound Relationships
■ Spelling Patterns
■ High-Frequency Words
■ Word Meaning/Vocabulary
■ Word Structure
■ Word-Solving Actions

10
Further elevate your expertise
with these companion tools:
■ The Fountas & Pinnell Literacy
Continuum, Expanded Edition

FPL_0117_F_Birds2WayB_T4_FPDF.indd 10

Fountas&Pinnell

A systematic exploration of letters, sounds, words, and learning
how oral and written language “work.” This essential guide,
presented in an easy-to-use chart form, is a critical companion
to The Literacy Continuum.

The Fountas & Pinnell Comprehensive Phonics, Spelling, and Word Study Guide

In a world rich with language and literacy, each word matters.
Words give us a way to communicate—to think, talk, read, and write
—and to activate and enjoy a literate life.

■ Digital version of The Fountas &
Pinnell Literacy Continuum

PreK–8

The

Fountas&Pinnell

Comprehensive
Phonics, Spelling,
and Word Study Guide

2/17/17 10:33 AM

Comprehensive
Phonics, Spelling,
and Word Study Guide

■ Fountas & Pinnell Phonics & Word
Study Lessons

ISBN 978-0-325-08939-3
90000 >

www.fountasandpinnell.com

9 780325 089393

Phonics_Guide_Covers_IFBC_ptn10238C.indd All Pages

5/31/16 1:32 PM

Metallic = PANTONE 10238 C

Letters Made in Similar Ways

c o a d g q

Ready Resources
Preprinted and preassembled lesson materials
enable teachers to spend less time prepping
and more time teaching.
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Q
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W

X

Y

Z

a

b

c

d

e

g

h

i

j

n

o

p

q

r

s

t

u

v

w

x

y

z

© 2003 by Gay Su Pinnell and Irene C. Fountas from Phonics Lessons
Po r t s m o u t h , NH: Heinemann. This page may be photocopied for classroom use only.
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by color
red
letters

blue
letters
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f
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a

t

u

v

e

i

o

by slant/straight lines
v

x

p

w

l

b

h

by upper/lower case
b
a e
p
d c f
n
m r t

f s

l

d

A C
F P

r
t

D V
G M
R

by tails/no tails

e z

y

j

p

q

r

m

n w
s x
c

by circles/no circles
© 2003 by Gay Su Pinnell and Irene C. Fountas from Phonics Lessons
Po r t s m o u t h , NH: Heinemann. This page may be photocopied for classroom use only.

LETTERS MADE IN SIMILAR WAYS
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• 177

k

a

b

p
d
g

© 2003 by Gay Su Pinnell and Irene C. Fountas from Phonics Lessons
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LETTER CARDS

yellow
letters
green
letters

by consonants/vowels

v x w y

f

m

Ways to Sort or Match Letters

b h t i j k l p

Phonics
instruction is
most effective
when used within
a wide range of
engaging literacy
experiences
accompanied by
rigorous teaching.

h

x
r

w

f
WAYS TO SORT OR MATCH LETTERS

• 167

• 411

Folders with labels
Organize materials by content area, month, or both.

Access to Fountas & Pinnell Online Resources

Fountas & Pinnell

Online Resources

Online Resources for complete and convenient access to
teaching materials organized by lesson.

n COMPANION RESOURCE:
Fountas & Pinnell Shared Poetry Charts
A set of 100 poetry charts per grade to serve as additional mentor
texts for generalizing a concept.
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Reading Minilessons
BENEFITS
OF READING
MINILESSONS
1. Foster community
through the development of shared
language.

2. Focus learning on
a single idea or
principle.

Develop students’ deep knowledge of
literacy concepts through minilessons
The Reading Minilessons Book is made up of short, concise, purposeful lessons
with a practical application in a specific area of literacy. Each minilesson engages
students in inquiry that leads to the discovery and understanding of a general
principle. Growing out of the interactive read-aloud experience and linked to
independent reading, teachers use many of these texts as examples from which
they generalize the understanding.

Reading Minilessons At A Glance

3. Make connections
using mentor texts
from interactive
read-aloud.

n Whole-group instruction
n During reading minilessons, the teacher presents specific,

4. Create relevance by

explicit instruction to help children become independent
readers for life

linking to previous
learning experiences.

n Four types: Management; Literary Analysis;

5. Reinforce effective

Strategies and Skills; and Writing About Reading

processing systems.

n Interactive Read-Aloud texts serve as mentor

6. Nurture

texts and as examples for generalizing the
principle

independence with
application activities
to extend learning.

n Children practice and apply the principle during
independent reading.

Instructional Framework for Reading Minilessons
The Reading Minilessons Book includes minilessons organized into four types:

u

Management:
Teach routines
that are essential
to the smooth
functioning of the
other instructional
contexts. (Most
minilessons at the
beginning of the
school year will focus
on management.)

12

v

Literary Analysis:
Build students’ awareness of the characteristics of various genres and
of the elements of fiction
and nonfiction texts. (The
books read during interactive read-aloud serve
as mentor texts when
applying the principles of
literary analysis.)

YOUR CLASSROOM. THEIR LITERATE LIFE.



Strategies
and Skills:
Reinforce broad
principles that every
reader in the class
needs to learn. (Most
teaching related to
processing texts will
take place in guided
reading.)

x

Writing About
Reading:
Introduce and help
students use the
Reader’s Notebook to
respond to what they
read and promote
independent literacy
learning.

RESOURCES
AVAILABLE IN 2018

Structure And Features of Reading Minilessons

MINILESSON TYPE

u

Management
Minilessons

Put
The

Reading Minilessons
Book

Irene C. Fountas & Gay Su Pinnell

UMBRELLAS
IN DEVELOPMENT
KINDERGARTEN LIST SHOWN HERE

• Working Together in Our Classroom
• Using the Classroom Library During Independent Reading
• Learning Independent Literacy Work Activities
• Adding Tasks to the Work Board
• Talking about Books in Book Club



Literary
Analysis

• Thinking and Talking About Books
• Telling Stories Using the Pictures
• Understanding How Stories Work
• Understanding Fiction and Nonfiction (Genre Study)
• Expressing Opinions About Characters
• Exploring the Characteristics of Folktales
• Understanding That Characters Can Change
• Exploring Simple Factual Texts
• Thinking About Where Stories Happen
• Understanding How Different Books Work
• Noticing the Big Ideas in Books



• Reading and Writing Words You Don’t Know



• Introducing the Reader’s Notebook, Primary

Writing About
Reading

1

Reading
Minilessons

into
Action

The minilessons
can be used in
the recommended
order, or may
be selected as a
specific need is
observed within
the classroom.

• Understanding Characters in Stories
• Studying Authors and Illustrators (Author Study)

Strategies
and Skills

GRADE

Each of the four types of reading minilessons is organized into
broad categories, or “umbrellas.” An umbrella is a grouping
of related minilessons. Presenting several lessons within one
umbrella helps students develop a deeper understanding of
concepts and their application. As lessons build on each other,
teachers will often make an anchor chart, or visual representation,
that can be referenced again and again as students encounter
new texts and/or minilessons.

• Making Your Reading Sound Interesting

The type of
minilesson you
are teaching will
determine when
during the day
you teach it.
Minilessons are
most powerful
when taught in
response to an
observed authentic
need. Present a
minilesson as soon
as possible after
identifying a need.

• Developing Reading Interests: Reader’s Notebook, Primary
• Writing About Fiction and Nonfiction Books: Reader’s Notebook,
Primary
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Guided Reading
STEPS IN THE
GUIDED READING
PROCESS
1. Know your readers
and form groups.

2. Select and analyze
texts to use.

Meet students where they are and lead
them forward with intention and precision
Build a rich guided reading collection over time with the most powerful, engaging,
original texts to advance each student’s ability to process increasingly challenging
books with fluency and comprehension.

3. Introduce the text.

Guided Reading At A Glance

4. Students read the text.
5. Students discuss
the text.

6. Decide on one or two
teaching points.

7. Students engage
in letter/word work
activity.

8. Extend understanding
through writing.

9. Reflect on the

n Small-group instruction
n During guided reading, children read a teacherselected text in a small group; the teacher
provides explicit teaching and support for
reading increasingly challenging texts

n Texts are at students’ instructional
reading level

n Students read the whole text
n Teaching is responsive to individual student
strengths and needs.

lesson and plan the
following lesson.

Texts and Instruction for Guided Reading
The Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™ Guided Reading Collection includes
new, original titles (6 copies of each title) that span text levels A
through Z, with an accompanying lesson folder for each
title. These guided reading books were created by a team
of talented authors and illustrators under the direction of
Fountas and Pinnell. Each book is carefully calibrated to
match the text characteristics underlying the F&P Text Level
Gradient™.
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RESOURCES

Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™
Guided Reading Collection Guide

Put
Guided
Reading
into
Action

Fo u n t a s & P i n n e l l

CLASSROOM

A brief guide that provides an overview of the components
and implementation of the FPC Guided Reading Collection.

Guide

Guided Reading Books
6 copies of each title

At the heart of FPC are the highest-quality leveled books
that captivate and engage the hearts and minds of all
students in the classroom.

Guided Reading Lesson Folders
Lesson folders support teachers in providing highquality, cutting-edge lessons that engage and extend
students’ reading, writing, and language skills.

The resources needed for each guided reading lesson
can be found online, including:

A Tail’s Job

more flexible with

You Will Need

Recognize and Use Homophones

●

Point to each word as
Listen as I read these words.
Talk about the
different.
no and know on the whiteboard.
look
they
•A
Tail’s
Job,
Level I
sound alike, but
do you notice? h The words
• whiteboards
you read it aloud. What
no and know.
• wipe-off markers
meaning of the words
know, on
the correct word, no or
to this sentence and write
h Discuss that the Visit resources.fountasandpinnell.com
how to add numbers.
to download online resources
your whiteboard: I know
to support
this lesson, including:
correct response is know.
no or
• Recording Form
and write the correct word,
listen to this sentence
in the jar. h
There are no cookies left
know, on your whiteboard:
response is no.
Discuss that the correct
as time allows. Use hear/here
■■
Repeat with other homophones

Goals

Think about the readers and the behaviors
and understandings to notice, teach
for, and support at Level I in The Fountas
& Pinnell Literacy Continuum. Select
goals that match the needs of your
students. The following may be appropriate.
Reading
■■
Understand animal names (fish,
Phonics/Letter
■■
Take words apart while reading
cat, beaver, monkey, horse, lizard,
and Word Work
for meaning. is an option.
peacock).
they have read, the following
■■
students write about what
Recognize homophones—words
■■
Use multiple sources of
■■
If you choose to have the
Understand that a nonfiction text
that have the same sound,
information (meaning,
tells facts.
Sentences
different spellings, and different
language structure, visual
Independent Writing:
■■
Make predictions based on
how they use their tails.
meanings.
different animals and
information) to monitor
■■
and about
Talk with students about
personal experiences,
two animals and write
have them choose
self-correct.
details from the book,
photographs, and text.
Writing About Reading
■■
To help students remember
■■
Read with phrasing.
Notebook.
■■
them say
Identify information and details
them in the Reader’s
the parts they hear. Have
write
and ■
■
Understand word meaning
can use
from the book.
words, listen to the syllables,
and letter clusters. Students
■■
Have students clap longer
to record letters
(flyswatter).
to the sounds they hear
words slowly and listen
for tricky words.
the book as a resource
writing.
their
to monitor and confirm
and reread their sentences
■■
Tell students to illustrate

Writing About Reading

frame:
Use an oral sentence
____.
A ____ uses its tail to
to
Model using the frame
write a sentence.
Have students use the
frame to write their own

●

(Optional)

Analysis of Book Characteristics

sentences.

A Tail’s Job, Level I

How The Book Works This nonfiction
expository text requires making a
prediction. The author provides a
and a photograph of an animal’s
text clue
tail on a right-hand page. Students
predict the animal, turn the page,
heading and text about how that
and read a
animal uses its tail.

Genre/Form

Sentence Complexity

■■
Nonfiction

■■
Some

■■
Expository

Text Structure
■■
Underlying

structural pattern
(categorical, description,
cause and effect, compare and
contrast)

Content
■■
Familiar content

their bodies)

(animals and

Prompting
Guide, Part 1
Refer to pages 13
and 20 as needed

GR0018

4

© 2018 by Irene C. Fountas and Gay

adjectives,
adverbs, and prepositional
phrases (The tail helps the fish
move quickly.)
■■
Compound sentence joined by
a conjunction (Animals have
different tails, and they use them
for different reasons.)

Su Pinnell from Fountas & Pinnell

• Video Library
• Online Data Management System trial

sentences with clauses

or phrases (If an animal grabs a
lizard by the tail, the lizard can get
away.)
■■
Sentences with

■■
Content that goes beyond
students’ immediate
evidence,
Vocabulary
make notes of behavioral
guide and experience
(how animals’ use
on page 1 of this lesson
Refer to the goals stated
■■
Most vocabulary words known by
their tails)
goals were achieved.
and
demonstrating that these
children through oral language,
and note the behaviors
Continuum
readers
Themes
and Ideas
Fountas & Pinnell Literacy
notes about what the
listening to stories, or reading
■■
Refer to Level I in The
need to control. Make
in the group control or ■■Concrete theme close to
■■
Some content-specific words
understandings the readers
how to do next.
students’ experience (nature)
what they need to learn
on yesterday’s
introduced, explained, and
learned how to do and
an individual’s processing
assess
and■■
Clear, simple
idea easysome
in the in the text
illustrated
to take a reading record
at to other point
(tail,
■■Use the Recording Form
or after the lesson, or
be
tails)
peacock,
to select a student before identify (animals’teaching
feathers)
point that will
new book. You may want
select an immediate
■■
After coding the reading, Language and Literary
Many adjectives describing things
day, to code the record.
reader.
(tasty, pesky)
Features
helpful to the particular
■■
Adverb describing action (quickly)
■■
Settings that are not typical of
NH: Heinemann.
Pinnell Classroom. Portsmouth,
many
Fountas &
children’s
from
experiences
Pinnell
Su
Gay
and
© 2018 by Irene C. Fountas
(beaver in lake, horse in a field)
■■
Some descriptive language

Assessment

• PDFs of each lesson and each Recording Form

I
Nancy White
Nonfiction/
Expository

■■
Now,

Learners
Supporting English
Support students’ language
writing.
development through

●

A Tail’s Job

Level
Author
Genre

■■
Listen

and sea/see.

●

Book

■■
Write the words

Clarify what a homophone
is.
When introducing more
homophone pairs, ensure
that students understand
each word’s meaning.

Guided Reading

FPC Guided Reading Online Resources

Help the readers become

●

GR

Level I

Work
Phonics/Letter and Word
homophones.
Learners
Supporting English
Help students in understanding
homophones.

Books are
organized by text
level. A complete,
suggested sequence
of titles at each level
will be available at
fountasandpinnell.com

Words
■■
Mostly one-, two-,

and threesyllable words with moderate
picture support (animal, tails,
beautiful)

■■
Simple

plurals using -s or -es
(tails, trees, flies)

■■
Variety of high-frequency

(look, away, that)

■■
Simple
■■
Simple

words

contractions (let’s, doesn’t)
possessives (tail’s, lizard’s)
(flyswatter)

■■
Compound word

Illustrations
■■
Illustrations

(photographs) of the
important content and ideas in
the text

Book and Print Features
■■
Print

in clear font on pale
background

■■
All

sentences beginning on
the left
Print

clearly separated from
pictures

■■

■■
Headings
■■
Periods

Classroom. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.

and commas

1

Fountas & Pinnell

• Unlimited access to lesson resources by title.
Online Resources

Other Digital Resources
• FPC Guided Reading Reading Record App for iPads®
Fountas
& Pinnell

Available through
Apple’s App Store®

A place for everything
Your Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™ Guided Reading Collection stays organized and
shareable in functional, durable containers. Appealing books are on display, and each
bear identifying icons to make reshelving easy.

USING TEXTS
AMONG SEVERAL
CLASSROOMS
You may be sharing
your texts and
the accompanying
lessons with a team
of fellow teachers.
Consult the Fountas
& Pinnell Classroom™
System Guide for tips
and ideas to coordinate the use of the
texts/lessons across
multiple classrooms.
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Book Clubs
CHARACTERISTICS
AND BENEFITS OF
BOOK CLUBS
During book clubs
students:

1. Sit in a circle on the
floor or in chairs to
discuss the text.

2. Learn to take turns
and give their
opinion.

3. Learn to listen to

Activate student agency and connect
learning with books that stir captivating
discussion
Book Clubs provide an authentic opportunity for students to apply many of the
literacy behaviors and understandings that they have learned through other
instructional contexts: thinking within, beyond, and about a text; listening and
understanding; interacting socially; engaging in extended discussions; and more. As
they bring together much of their learning in this one context, students find a sense
of agency. The experience of exchanging ideas with their peers and co-constructing
richer understandings of texts is genuinely rewarding.

others and ask
questions.

Book Clubs At A Glance

4. All turn to the
page that is being
discussed.

5. Learn to support their
thinking by showing
information in the
book.

6. Look at the pictures.
7. Talk about how the
book club went.

n Small-group instruction
n During book clubs, students discuss a book that they have all read or
listened to

n Texts may be at or beyond students’ independent
reading level

n Students meet to talk about the text and share
their thinking

n Instructional focus is on constructing meaning
through language and print.

Texts and Instruction for Book Clubs
The Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™ Book Clubs Collection will include titles
organized into text sets. Four books in each text set will be connected by genre,
theme, topic, author, or illustrator. The books will also relate to titles in other
instructional contexts, such as Interactive Read-Aloud, Shared Reading, and
Independent Reading, allowing students to make connections among texts
throughout Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™. A discussion card is included for each
Book Club title for teachers to support discussion with groups of readers.
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RESOURCES
AVAILABLE IN 2018

Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™
Book Clubs Collection Guide

Put
Book
Clubs
into
Action

Fo u n t a s & P i n n e l l

CLASSROOM

A brief guide that provides an overview of the
components and implementation of the FPC Book
Clubs Collection.

Guide

Book Club Books
(6 copies of each title)

Book clubs provide an authentic opportunity to bring
students together for in-depth discussion of captivating
trade books they have self-selected and read. Book
clubs help students extend thinking, learn more about
themselves as readers, and grow as thoughtful users
of literacy.

About This Book
talk, and
Genre Focus This animal fantasy story features animal characters who look,
will relate to.
behave like human characters with familiar problems that children
in clear,
How the Book Works The events of the story take place over three days,
stated problem, but
chronological order with strong picture support. There is a clearly
readers have to infer some information from text and pictures.

Book Club

Important Text Characteristics

resolution.

■ This story has a simple plot with a clearly stated problem and a satisfying
and ideas close to
■ Familiar themes reflecting everyday life (self, family relationships),

children’s experience (expressing feelings, helping your family)

Title
Grade
Author
Illustrator
Genre

■ Familiar setting (library) close to children’s experience
■ Fun, humorous illustrations that enhance the meaning of the text

Discuss the Text

Beatrice Doesn’t Want To
Grade 1
Laura Numeroff
Lynn Munsinger
Animal Fantasy

each
Invite children to talk about the book with each other, and build on
questions
other’s ideas. Have them provide evidence for their thinking. Some
or prompts that support thinking and talking are suggested below.

Book Club Discussion Cards
Discussion cards provide an overview of each book
feature and instructional support to utilize as teachers
support groups of readers during their discussion.

Refer to Prompting
Guide, Part 2, as
needed.

Thinking Within the Text

Book Talk

This book is about a very funny character—a stubborn little girl named
Beatrice?

place, but she refuses
Can
Henry? to
listen, and she does all kinds of things to drive Henry crazy. Finally,
is like?
what
tells
gets
an Henry
idea for
how to change Beatrice’s mind.
anyone take us to a place in the book that shows orhe

■ Henry seemed very patient with Beatrice. What did you think about

Thinking Beyond the Text

Summary

the

understand
you has
Henry
to look after his
■ Have you ever been in a situation like this that helps

little sister, Beatrice, three days in a row. He also has to work on

his dinosaur report at the library. But Beatrice doesn’t like books
characters better? Can you share your experience?
and she hates the library.
Henry
distract Henry, until she hears the librarian reading a book aloud.
changed?
Beatrice
realizes she likes books after
did. Why do you think her feelings about the library

matter
Sheno
does
her what
best to
■ It seemed like Beatrice would never enjoy the library,

Thinking About the Text

all, and when Henry is ready to leave, she’s enjoying
the library so much that she refuses to go.

Want
Messages
story
thisyour
thinkup
youmake
Don’t
mind about something until you’ve tried it. It’s good to be open
To, really made me want to read the story. What did
to new
title?
would be about when you saw the cover and the experiences.
the
they thought was
illustrations? Who can take us to an illustration that
Continuum
especially funny or interesting?

■ The illustration on the cover of this book, and the title, Beatrice Doesn’t

■ The illustrations in this book are very funny. What did you learn from
GRADES

PreK–8

The

Fountas&Pinnell

Literacy

A Tool for Assessment, Planning, and Teaching
Expanded E D I T I O N

Goals

Refer to The Fountas & Pinnell Literacy Continuum for Grade 1 Oral
and Visual Communication
and Interactive Read-Aloud
sharing and choose appropriate goals for your students. Consider these:
After children discuss the story, you may want to engage them in
Reader’s
Listening
theSpeaking
writing inand
Literary Elements
their thinking about the book through drawing or
■ Compare personal knowledge and experiences
Notebook.
■ Infer a character’s traits from story
with

Writing About Reading

Summarize and Evaluate

what is heard

■ Provide at least one reason for agreement
with an
evaluate what
briefly
and or
opinion
Encourage children to make summary comments idea
the next book
Actively participate
went well in the group. Have them set goals for■improving
in the give and take of
conversation
club discussion.

events

■ Notice when a character changes or

learns a lesson

Vocabulary
■ Use new vocabulary in discussion of

Comprehension

a text

■ Infer the message of the story
© 2018 by Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell from Fountas & Pinnell

■ Understand that there can be different
Classroom. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.

■ Use some academic language to talk

interpretations of the meaning of a text

about literary features (e.g., main
character, author, illustration)

© 2018 by Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell from Fountas & Pinnell

Grade 1 Template

Book Club Online Resources

Fountas & Pinnell

The resources needed for each book club, including:
• PDF of each facilitator card
• Video Library
• Unlimited online access to lesson resources by title.

Beatrice, who hates

main
going
tocharacter,
the library. Her brother, Henry, tries to convince her that the library
■ Let’s look at the first page. What can you tell about the
is an interesting

Online Resources

Books are sometimes
related to the text
sets in Interactive
Read-Aloud, focusing
on genres, authors,
themes, or topics
that are common to
both instructional
contexts.

Classroom. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.

USING TEXTS
AMONG SEVERAL
CLASSROOMS
You may be sharing
your texts and
the accompanying
lessons with a team
of fellow teachers.
Consult the FPC
System Guide, for tips
and ideas to coordinate the use of the
texts/lessons across
multiple classrooms.
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Independent Reading
BENEFITS OF
INDEPENDENT
READING
Through independent
reading students can:
yy Learn to exercise choice
in selecting texts.
yy Learn about themselves
as readers.
yy Gain ”mileage” as
readers.
yy Engage in fluent
reading daily.
yy Develop the habit of
spending time reading.
yy Develop their own
preferences for books,
genres, and authors.
yy Connect to the lives of
others and their world.
yy Engage in meaningful
conversation.
yy Become part of a
community of readers.

Promote lifelong reading habits with
books that are worthy of student CHOICE
Independent reading offers students the chance to read, enjoy, and interact with
texts that they choose in order to gain “mileage” as readers. These collections
were curated to provide high-quality trade books that help students explore
their interests, flourish as readers, and develop the ability to independently read
increasingly challenging texts.

Independent Reading At A Glance
n Independent learning
n During independent reading, students read books of their choosing. Minilessons,
brief conferences, and opportunities to share ideas
support students’ learning

n Texts are generally at a students’
independent reading level

n Students share their
thinking through
discussion and writing

n Teaching occurs in brief
conferences that support
students’ thinking.

Texts and Instruction for Independent Reading
The Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™ Independent Reading Collection includes
trade titles that can be used to begin, or augment, your classroom library. Each
book has been carefully selected to ensure that the collection is appropriate and
engaging for students, and represents a diverse range of experiences
and cultures. The collection includes a conferring card for each
independent reading book. Through individual conferring conferences,
teachers can observe and extend students’ understanding of the text
as well as support their thinking.
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RESOURCES
Put

Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™ Independent
Reading Collection Guide

Fo u n t a s & P i n n e l l

CLASSROOM

A brief guide that provides an overview of the
components and implementation of the FPC
Independent Reading Collection.

Guide

Independent Reading Books

Independent
Reading

into
Action

(1 copy of each title)

A carefully curated collection of authentic children’s
literature that provide the opportunity for students
to develop tastes as readers and to read a large
number of self-selected books independently.

There is no
sequence
of books for
Independent
Reading, as
students select
books based
on CHOICE
and individual
interests.

Independent Reading Conferring Cards
Conferring cards to make specific teaching points
in brief conversations that lead individual readers
forward.

FPC Independent Reading Online Resources
The resources needed for each independent
reading conference, including:
• PDFs of each conferring card

Fountas & Pinnell

Online Resources

• Video Library
• Unlimited online access to resources by title.

n COMPANION RESOURCES ALSO AVAILABLE

Titles are
organized into
readability
categories (with
corresponding
text level
ranges,) author,
genre, and
subgenre lists
so teachers can
recommend titles
as needed.

The Reader’s Notebook is a tool for reflection and a way for
students to share and explain personal reactions, questions, and
interpretations of the books they read.
Continue to grow your classroom library with titles from the
Fountas & Pinnell SELECT. See fountasandpinnell.com for
details.
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Professional Learning Tools
BENEFITS OF
PROFESSIONAL
LEARNING:
1. Energize your
CLASSROOM

2. Learn in context
with colleagues

3. Invoke a culture of
collegiality

4. Build upon your
teaching strengths

5. Introduce new
expertise that will
transform literacy
learning

6. Reflect, recharge,
and reimagine your
craft.

Strengthen instructional decisions
with resources designed to elevate
literacy expertise
Transformative professional learning underpins Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™—
essential instructional tools, practical professional books, motivational professional
development, and insightful assessment—for high-impact literacy teaching.

Professional Learning Tools At A Glance
INSTRUCTIONAL TOOLS:
n The Fountas & Pinnell Literacy Continuum, EXPANDED EDITION
n Prompting Guide Part 1 for Oral Reading and Early Writing
n Prompting Guide Part 2 for Comprehension: Thinking, Talking, Writing

PROFESSIONAL LEARNING:
n Guided Reading: Responsive Teaching Across the Grades, SECOND EDITION
n Professional Development opportunities

ASSESSMENT TOOLS:
n Benchmark Assessment System, THIRD EDITION
n Embedded observation and assessment in each instructional context

STUDENT LEARNING TOOL:
n Reader’s Notebooks

TEXTS & INSTRUCTION FOR INDEPENDENT READING

A Literacy System Grounded in Professional Learning
The single most important factor in students’ literacy success is skillful, informed
teaching. Fountas and Pinnell are committed to elevating teacher expertise
through meaningful, scalable, and sustainable professional learning. Their
collective work to date establishes a cohesive and coherent set of professional
tools to make teaching efficient and transformative: a systematic instructional
approach for getting all teachers and school leaders on the same page, with the
same understandings, the same language, and the same goals. Now, Fountas &
Pinnell Classroom™ brings together decades of research to help teachers work
in highly effective ways with students, learn more about literacy teaching, and
engage in continuous professional growth.
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RESOURCES
Put

GRADES

PreK–8

The Fountas & Pinnell Literacy Continuum,
EXPANDED EDITION

This essential tool names and categorizes literacy
behaviors, understandings, and goals, and provides a way
to look for specific evidence of learning from PreK through
grade eight across eight instructional contexts (continua).

The

Professional
Learning
Tools

Fountas&Pinnell

Literacy

Continuum
A Tool for Assessment, Planning, and Teaching
Expanded E D I T I O N

Available in print and digital formats

SECOND
EDITION

Guided Reading: Responsive Teaching Across the Grades,

into
Action

SECOND EDITION

Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™ operationalizes the WHAT and
HOW of this critically important professional text to transform
literacy teaching and learning.

Irene C. Fountas & Gay Su Pinnell

Guided

Reading

Responsive
Teaching
Across the
Grades

Prompting Guide, Part 1 for Oral Reading and Early Writing
Prompting Guide, Part 2 for Comprehension: Thinking,
Talking, Writing
These in-the-hand teaching tools contain precise language to
use when teaching, prompting for, and reinforcing effective
strategic actions in reading and writing.

Available in print and digital formats

Reader’s Notebooks
Designed to encourage reflection, inquiry, critical thinking, and
dialogue about reading, the Reader’s Notebook helps students
account for what they read through writing and drawing as they
explore and convey their understanding.

Benchmark Assessment System,
THIRD EDITION

The most accurate and insightful tool to
identify the instructional and independent
reading levels of all students and document
their progress through one-on-one formative
and summative assessments.

Fountas & Pinnell
Classroom™ is
designed to
create a sense of
community among
teachers who are
concerned not
only about what
students learn but
also about how and
why they learn.
A spirit of inquiry
and intellectual
curiosity permeates
Fountas & Pinnell
Classroom™, and
the educators
in the school
offer a model of
collaboration and
continual learning.

THIRD
EDITION

Irene C. Fountas & Gay Su Pinnell
A Guide to Benchmark
Assessment System 1
Levels A–N

Assessment

Guide 1
BENCHMARK ASSESSMENT SYSTEM

Professional Development
With both embedded and extended opportunities for sustained,
scalable professional growth of district administrators, literacy
coaches, and teachers, professional learning informs and
inhabits Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™.
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The Fountas & Pinnell
Literacy Community™
Make fountasandpinnell.com your daily
literacy retreat to reflect, recharge, research,
and redefine your literacy instruction.
The process of achieving and extending expertise begins with having a vision
for what literacy classrooms can be like. To get started realizing that vision,
become part of a learning community that actively pursues the same goal:
to nurture the growth of individuals who not only use literacy in a highly
proficient way but use literacy to create a high quality of life.

Membership
Is Free!
Insightful blog posts,
active discussion boards,
downloadable resources,
and daily teaching
tips make every visit
worthwhile.

Your FREE membership grants you exclusive access to content and
events, such as:

n Exclusive, members-only Webinars hosted by Irene C. Fountas and
Gay Su Pinnell

n Daily Lit Bits to sharpen your practice and spark
professional conversations

n Consultant-led Discussion Board to build
community through in-depth reflection and
discussion

n Instructional tools from the Resource Library
to extend your expertise

n Study Guides designed for deep exploration and
understanding of Fountas and Pinnell professional books

n Early access to professional development events in your area.

Continue the conversation online at:
@FountasPinnell
#FPLiteracy
Irene C. Fountas & Gay Su Pinnell Page
@FountasandPinnell
Fountas & Pinnell Literacy Learning Group
www.facebook.com/groups/FountasPinnell/
@FountasPinnell
#fountasandpinnell
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Lift students’
learning beyond
the walls of the
classroom with texts

Reflect
Reimagine
Redefine

and a blueprint for
teaching that create
authentic experiences
in reading, thinking,
talking, writing, and

The future
of literacy
education
is here.

reflecting to realize
what it truly means to
live a literate life.

The stunning landscape illustrations featured throughout reflect
a sample of the artwork from the hundreds of new, original books
that are part of Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™.
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