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Engaging
Efficient
Effective

LLI turns 
struggling 
readers into 
successful 
readers.

Leveled Literacy Intervention (LLI) is a rigorous, 

small-group, supplementary, literacy intervention 

designed for students who find reading and writing 

difficult and who need intensive teaching to achieve 

grade-level competency. It serves as an important 

prevention for literacy difficulties in subsequent years 

of schooling. The goal of LLI is to create a sense of 

excitement for literacy and empower teachers to help 

them become proficient readers. 

Fountas & Pinnell 
Leveled Literacy  
Intervention
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NEW LLI Orange System, SECOND EDITION  

Levels A–E
The BEST just got BETTER! Fountas and Pinnell’s Leveled Literacy 

Intervention has turned thousands of struggling readers into successful 

readers. Now, with the same high-quality, engaging, original books 

(levels A–E), instill a love of reading with the NEW Leveled Literacy 

Intervention Orange System, Second Edition.

A kindergarten classroom should be rich in literacy opportunities, 

including interactive read-aloud, shared reading, interactive writing, and 

readers’ and writers’ workshop. But even with many high-quality literacy 

opportunities some students struggle with early literacy learning and 

need a supplementary intervention to get them back on track so they 

can benefit fully from classroom instruction. 

Leveled Literacy Intervention Orange System, Second Edition is the 

engaging, efficient, and effective intervention that can give kindergarten 

students the boost they need to begin grade 1 at the same level as 

their peers. 
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—Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell
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Digging deeply into the research on literacy learning and 

reading difficulties, Fountas and Pinnell have identified 15 key 

characteristics of effective literacy intervention for primary 

grade students. These essential characteristics inform and 

inhabit the design of Leveled Literacy Intervention Orange 

System.

1.  LLI supplements, not replaces, regular classroom 

instruction.

2.  LLI is a short-term intervention that provides thirty-minute 

lessons of highly concentrated instruction in reading, 

writing, and phonics.

3.  LLI daily lessons reinforce new learning and help children 

make accelerated progress.

4.  LLI provides student support through explicit, direct 

instruction with a recommended teacher-student ratio of 1:3.   

5.  LLI lessons are fast paced.

6.  LLI stresses fluent, phrased reading of high-interest, original 

texts, as well as fluency in writing. 

7.  LLI focuses on deep comprehension of texts.

8.  LLI engages students with high-quality texts in a variety of 

fiction and nonfiction genres that are leveled by Fountas 

and Pinnell using their F&P Text Level Gradient™.

9.  LLI focuses on developing effective early writing.

10.  LLI includes systematic phonics instruction that focuses on 

the key aspects of phonics learning.

11.  LLI provides teachers with a framework in which to make 

decisions based on close observation of students’ needs.

12.  LLI includes initial and ongoing assessments, progress 

monitoring, and record-keeping instruments.

13.  LLI provides a high level of professional development both 

within and outside lessons.

14.  LLI supports a strong classroom connection that enhances 

learning beyond LLI.

15.  LLI promotes a strong home connection that enables 

students to gain valuable reading/writing practice, and build 

self-esteem by sharing their success. 
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LLI Orange System:  
Effective intervention to support 
beginning readers

Visit fountasandpinnell.com for a complete list 
of research references. 



• Revised systematic and intensive work in phonological 

awareness, letters, and phonics to help young students 

learn how to look at print, hear sounds, and use letter-sound 

relationships in powerful ways

• Recommendations for implementing systematic assessment 

for the selection of students who are eligible for 

intervention

• A series of fast-paced lessons with high-intensity teaching 

including a newly refined Discussing and Revising Text 

section

• Lesson guides that support teachers in providing high-

quality instruction

• Sets of leveled books (levels A–E) based on the F&P Text 

Level Gradient™

• Systematic, regularly applied techniques for monitoring 

progress including a refined Comprehension Conversation

• Detailed record keeping for monitoring progress and  

formative assessment

• Tools and systematic plans for teachers to use in  

coordinating supplementary teaching with classroom 

instruction

• Built-in homework assignments that students can do 

independently in the classroom or at home

Features of the LLI Orange System, SECOND EDITION

• LLI Orange Ready Resources, a time-saving resource of 

pre-printed, pre-assembled materials

• Communication tools for informing parents about what 

their children are learning and how they can support 

them at home 

• Technology support for assessment, record keeping, 

lesson instruction, and home and classroom connections

• Built-in online professional development for the use 

of individuals or groups of teachers, including new 

demonstration lessons, and a variety of web-based 

resources

• When Readers Struggle: Teaching That Works, K–3, a rich 

professional book provided to support effective teaching 

in the lessons

• Built-in level-by-level descriptions and competencies 

from the NEW Fountas & Pinnell Literacy Continuum, 

Expanded Edition (2017) to monitor student pr ogress and 

guide teaching 

• Specific suggestions for supporting oral language, 

reading, writing, phonics, and word study for English 

language learners who are selected for the intervention

• Prompting Guide, Part 1 and Prompting Guide, Part 

2 provide language to teach, prompt, and reinforce 

effective literacy behavior.
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TEACHER RESOURCES

LESSON GUIDE, 
VOLUMES 1 & 2 
Guides that support 
teachers in providing 
high-quality, fast-paced 
lessons that support 
reading, writing, and 
language development.

LLI ONLINE DATA MANAGEMENT SYSTEM (ODMS)
A secure and efficient way to collect, analyze, and report LLI 
student assessment data according to district requirements. 
A one-year teacher 
subscription to this web-
based data management 
system is included with 
the initial purchase of each 
LLI system. After one year, 
annual subscriptions are per teacher (unlimited number of LLI 
students) and include unlimited access for school and district 
administrators.

NEW PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT AND 
TUTORIAL VIDEOS
Exemplary video created for 
each LLI system featuring 
model LLI lessons, instructional 
procedures, and a tutorial on 
coding, scoring, and analyzing 
reading records.

PROMPTING GUIDE PART 1 FOR ORAL READING AND 
EARLY WRITING, K–8, AND PROMPTING GUIDE PART 2 FOR 
COMPREHENSION: 
THINKING, TALKING, 
AND WRITING, K–8 
Ready reference flip 
charts that contain 
precise language that 
can be used to teach for, 
prompt for, and reinforce 
effective strategic 
actions during reading 
and writing. 

WHEN READERS STRUGGLE:  
TEACHING THAT WORKS, K–3
A comprehensive resource on 
struggling readers filled with specific 
teaching ideas for helping children 
in kindergarten through grade 3 
who are experiencing difficulty with 
reading and writing.

F&P CALCULATOR/STOPWATCH 
Automates the calculation of reading rate, 
accuracy, and self-correction as well as 
doubling as a stopwatch.

STUDENT FOLDERS 
(PACK OF 18)
Folders to organize and store 
reading records, track student 
data, and graph student 
progress.

LESSON FOLDERS 
(PACK OF 110)
Sturdy, plastic folders to 
store books, lessons, and 
other ancillary material 
needed for each lesson.

SYSTEM GUIDE 
A guide that provides a 
comprehensive overview 
of the components and 
implementation of the 
LLI Orange System.

LLI ORANGE SYSTEM 
ONLINE RESOURCES
The resources needed for 
each LLI lesson can be found  
online. This easy access 
to lesson materials saves 
valuable preparation time.

resources.fountasandpinnell.com

LLI Orange
Lesson Guide 2
LLI Orange System ● Levels C–E ● Lessons 51–110

Irene C. Fountas & Gay Su Pinnell

Fountas&Pinnell

Leveled 
Literacy
InterventionLLI Orange

Lesson Guide 1
LLI Orange System ● Levels A–B ● Lessons 1–50

Irene C. Fountas & Gay Su Pinnell

Fountas&Pinnell

Leveled 
Literacy
Intervention

System Guide
LLI Orange

LLI Orange System ● Levels A–E ● Lessons 1–110

Irene C. Fountas & Gay Su Pinnell

Fountas&Pinnell

Leveled 
Literacy
Intervention

Components
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LESSON PREPARATION MADE EVEN EASIER

STUDENT RESOURCES    

My Writing Book

Name:

My Writing Book

Name:

My Writing Book

Name:

MY WRITING BOOKS  
(7 PACKS OF 18)
Consumable writing  
books support student 
writing development.

TAKE-HOME BAGS  
(PACK OF 18)
Brightly colored bags 
for students to carry 
their take-home books 
and fold sheets. 

TAKE-HOME BOOKS  
(6 COPIES OF EACH TITLE)
High-quality black-and-white copies of each 
leveled book are provided for children to 
keep, take home, and read over and over. 
Take-home books can be reordered at very 
reasonable costs.

LEVELED BOOKS 
(4 COPIES OF EACH TITLE)
110 original books created exclusively 
by a team of talented authors and 
illustrators under the direction of 
Fountas and Pinnell. Each book is 
carefully sequenced and calibrated to 
match the text characteristics (levels 
A–E) underlying the F&P Text Level 
Gradient™.

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01478-4
ISBN-10: 0-325-01478-7

www. h e i n emann . c om

Fiction

	 Level C
	 Book 10

Getting Started  

Mop
by	 E.B.	 Yalen	

illustrated	 by	 R.	 W.	 Alley

LLI_mop_0385_COV.indd   2-3 1/3/08   4:39:22 PM

NEW LLI ORANGE READY RESOURCES
Turn time spent prepping into time spent 
teaching with this valuable time saver that 
contains preprinted, preassembled items from 
the General Resources section of the Fountas 
& Pinnell Online Resources, such as My ABC 
Books, My Poetry Books, Letter Minibooks, 
Alphabet Linking Charts, picture cards, word 
cards, and more. 

PREPRINTED AND  
READY TO USE

Fountas & Pinnell Leveled Literacy Intervention. Copyright ©2009 by Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell. This page may be photocopied. MY ABC BOOK

A a
apple ape

My ABC Book

Name:
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ELEVATE YOUR TEACHING 
WITH THE NEWEST TOOLS 
AND RESOURCES

Enhancements

USERS OF THE LLI ORANGE 
SYSTEM, FIRST EDITION AND 
THE LLI ORANGE BOOSTER PACK

Schools that currently use both 

the LLI Orange System and the 

Booster Pack can enhance their 

current systems with the NEW 

Leveled Literacy Intervention 

Orange System, Second Edition  

Teacher Resources—a convenient 

conversion package that enables 

teachers to take advantage of the 

new thinking that underpins the 

second edition. 

USERS OF THE LLI ORANGE 
SYSTEM, FIRST EDITION

Schools that currently use only 

the LLI Orange System without 

the Booster Pack can enhance 

their current systems with the 

NEW Leveled Literacy Intervention 

Orange System, Second Edition 

Teacher Resources with Booster 

Pack Books —the same convenient 

conversion package as above 

PLUS the Booster Pack books that 

extend reading comprehension in 

kindergarten to levels D and E.

Enhancement 
options for schools 
already using the 
LLI Orange System

LLI Orange
Lesson Guide 2
LLI Orange System ● Levels C–E ● Lessons 51–110

Irene C. Fountas & Gay Su Pinnell

Fountas&Pinnell

Leveled 
Literacy
Intervention

LLI Orange
Lesson Guide 1
LLI Orange System ● Levels A–B ● Lessons 1–50

Irene C. Fountas & Gay Su Pinnell

Fountas&Pinnell

Leveled 
Literacy
Intervention

System Guide
LLI Orange

LLI Orange System ● Levels A–E ● Lessons 1–110

Irene C. Fountas & Gay Su Pinnell

Fountas&Pinnell

Leveled 
Literacy
Intervention

✓  NEW Second Edition System Guide

✓  NEW Second Edition Lesson Guides

✓  NEW Prompting Guide, Part 2

✓  NEW Tutorial and Professional Development Videos

✓  NEW  lesson materials and Recording Forms from the  
Fountas & Pinnell Online Resources

✓  NEW  LLI Orange READY RESOURCES —Preprinted, preassembled 
resources to speed preparation of every lesson

by Cat Goodman

A Home  
on Its Back

by Lorraine Lordi

A Butterfly in the Rain
by Katy Duffield 
illustrated by Greg Newbold

Lost and FoundLost and Found

Maggie’s MessMaggie’s Mess

More  
Socks!
by Jacqueline Adams 

illustrated by Xiao Xin

Extend students’ reading competence with  

40 additional engaging titles.

✓  10 instructional level D titles with 10 supporting 

independent level B titles

✓  10 level E titles with 10 supporting level C titles

✓ 4 full-color copies of each title
✓  6 black-and-white take-home copies of each title
✓  Lessons contained in the Second Edition Lesson 

Guides

NEW RESOURCES

The LLI Orange System, Second Edition  
Teacher Resources package includes these NEW components

NEW RESOURCES + BOOSTER BOOKS 

The LLI Orange System, Second Edition 
Teacher Resources with Booster Pack Books package  

includes all NEW components shown above  
plus Level D and E Booster Pack books
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GO PAPERLESS WITH THE 
FOUNTAS & PINNELL READING 
RECORD APP FOR iPAD®

WATCH DATA COLLECTION IN ACTION TO LEARN MORE

Streamline data 
collection with 
additional 
technology

AVAILABLE FOR INDIVIDUAL 
PURCHASE THROUGH THE 
ITUNES® STORE

Simply download the app and make an 

in-app purchase through Apple iTunes 

to purchase the content for your 

system’s books.

NEW! NOW AVAILABLE FOR 
INSTITUTIONAL PURCHASE,  
WITH 20% SAVINGS ON 20 OR 
MORE LICENSES

For institutions using the Fountas & 

Pinnell Reading Record Apps, App 

Content licenses can be purchased 

through www.heinemann.com. 

App Content purchased through 

the Institutional Purchase option is 

identical to App Content purchased 

through iTunes, but offers institutions 

the added flexibility to buy in volume 

and manage the App Content licenses 

for their teachers using a Licensing 

Management System (LMS). 

FOUNTAS & PINNELL LLI READING RECORD APP FOR IPADS
An efficient alternative to taking a reading record on paper, the Reading Record 

App conveniently:

• saves the reading record as a PDF

• times the conference and calculates rates and ratios

• records the assessment conference

•  data syncs wirelessly to the LLI Online Data Management System. 

The Fountas & Pinnell LLI Reading Record App 

requires a subscription to the Online Data 

Management System. A one-year subscription 

is included with each system purchase. 

Additional annual subscriptions are per 

teacher, available through Heinemann.

Leveled Literacy Intervention 

includes periodic assessments to 

measure students’ progress. These 

addtional digital tools can enhance 

the efficiency of data collection and 

analysis.

View this video to see how one school has used these tools to transform the way 

in which teachers take reading records, and then see informed administrators 

use the data. Watch the video at fountasandpinnell.com/apps/.

CLICK TO VIEW 
RIGHT NOW

http://www.fountasandpinnell.com/apps/
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Books

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01436-4
ISBN-10: 0-325-01436-1

www. h e i n emann . c om

Nonfiction

	 Level A
	 Book 70

Things That  
Go Fast

LLI_fast_0404_COV.indd   2-3 1/4/08   4:12:24 PM

12

Here is the corn 

for the soup.

13

8 9

Come and see  

a baby puppy.

10 11

She likes apples. 
Mouse likes 
to eat apples  
in bed.

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01474-6
ISBN-10: 0-325-01474-4

www. h e i n emann . c om

Fiction

	 Level C
	 Book 9

Mouse
by	 April	 Maguire	

illustrated	 by	 Mary	 Newell	 DePalma

Getting Started  

LLI_mouse_0355_COV.indd   2-3 1/3/08   4:32:13 PM

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01464-7
ISBN-10: 0-325-01464-7

www. h e i n emann . c om

Nonfiction

	 Level B
	 Book 7

Getting Started  

Making Soup

LLI_Soup_0087_COV.indd   2-3 1/3/08   4:24:11 PM

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01464-7
ISBN-10: 0-325-01464-7

www. h e i n emann . c om

Nonfiction

	 Level B
	 Book 7

Getting Started  

Making Soup

LLI_Soup_0087_COV.indd   2-3 1/3/08   4:24:11 PM

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01466-1
ISBN-10: 0-325-01466-3

www. h e i n emann . c om

Nonfiction

	 Level B
	 Book 4

Getting Started  

The Baby Animals

LLI_Animals_0122_Cov.indd   2-3 1/3/08   3:45:46 PM

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01466-1
ISBN-10: 0-325-01466-3

www. h e i n emann . c om

Nonfiction

	 Level B
	 Book 4

Getting Started  

The Baby Animals

LLI_Animals_0122_Cov.indd   2-3 1/3/08   3:45:46 PM

The LLI Orange 
System Books
At the heart of Leveled Literacy Intervention 

are high-quality student books. The 

LLI Orange System books provide large 

amounts of easy reading for children who 

are having difficulty becoming oriented to 

print, and learning the function of letters 

and sounds. 

• 110 original titles, 4 copies of each 

(440 books in total)

• 10 Getting Started lap books + small 

copies of each

• 60% fiction / 40% nonfiction

• Calibrated to the F&P Text Level 

Gradient™

LLI Orange System fiction books feature lovable characters, amusing 

situations, and beautiful illustrations that engage beginning readers. The LLI 

Orange System nonfiction books feature vivid photography and topics that 

give the five-year-old reader opportunities to use background knowledge 

and participate in conversation about what they read.
GETTING STARTED BOOKS
The 10 Getting Started books are pairings 

of lap books and student books used at 

the beginning of the LLI Orange System 

to provide maximum support for children 

for whom the world of print is very new. 

These shared reading scenarios are a rich 

foundation for emergent readers as they 

learn how print works, start to monitor 

reading, learn high-frequency words, and 

move toward independence. 

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01412-8
ISBN-10: 0-325-01412-4

www. h e i n emann . c om

Nonfiction

	 Level A
	 Book 14

On the Way  
to School

GSLB_school_0128_COV.indd   2-3 1/3/08   4:56:25 PM

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01414-2
ISBN-10: 0-325-01414-0

www. h e i n emann . c om

Nonfiction

	 Level A
	 Book 17

I Can Read

LLI_Reading_0142_COV.indd   2-3 1/4/08   9:13:45 AM

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01405-0
ISBN-10: 0-325-01405-1

www. h e i n emann . c om

Nonfiction

	 Level A
	 Book 28

Packing My Bag

LLI_packing_0092_cov.indd   2-3 1/4/08   10:22:14 AM

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01417-3
ISBN-10: 0-325-01417-5

www. h e i n emann . c om

Fiction

	 Level A
	 Book 16

Tom

LLI_Tom_0157_COV.indd   2-3 1/4/08   8:50:54 AM

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01451-7
ISBN-10: 0-325-01451-5

www. h e i n emann . c om

Fiction

	 Level C
	 Book 59

Flap, Flap, Fly
by	 Sula	 Daniel	

illustrated	 by	 Teri	 Weidner

GSLB_flapflapFly_0126_COV.indd   2-3 1/4/08   3:04:20 PM

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01424-1ISBN-10: 0-325-01424-8

www. h e i n emann . c omNonfiction

	 Level A

	 Book 25

My Lunch

LLI_lunchbox_0295_COV.indd   2-3

1/4/08   10:05:24 AM

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01474-6
ISBN-10: 0-325-01474-4

www. h e i n emann . c om

Fiction

	 Level C
	 Book 9

Mouse
by	 April	 Maguire	

illustrated	 by	 Mary	 Newell	 DePalma

Getting Started  

LLI_mouse_0355_COV.indd   2-3 1/3/08   4:32:13 PM
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11
10

We can help 

wash the dishes. 

Look at us!

98

We can help 

feed the cat. 

Look at us!

98

We can help 

feed the cat. 

Look at us!

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01452-4
ISBN-10: 0-325-01452-3

www. h e i n emann . c om

Fiction

	 Level C
	 Book 65

Helping
by	 Dana	 Samuels	

illustrated	 by	 Maggie	 Smith

LLI_helping_0130_COV.indd   2-3 1/4/08   3:54:04 PM

110 ENGAGING FICTION AND NONFICTION TITLES CREATED SPECIFICALLY FOR THE LLI ORANGE SYSTEM

Honk! 
Beep! Beep! 

Look at all the cars, 

trucks, and buses.

This street is in a big city. 

You can’t go fast here. 

The street is too crowded.

2

3

A subway is a train 

that goes under the streets. 

It goes under all the cars 

and trucks and buses.

6

subway train

7

by Owen McShane

City Subways

Look at my shoes. 

I wear these shoes 

for dancing. 

They help me go up 

on my toes.

pointe shoes

2

3

Look at my shoes. 

I wear these shoes 

for swimming. 

They have flippers 

to help me go fast 

in the water.

flippers

8

9

My Shoes and Boots

by Catherine Lordi



Choices for 
Independent 
Reading  
FOUNTAS & PINNELL 
SELECT COLLECTIONS 
OF PM READERS
Students receiving intervention need 

opportunities to extend their reading 

practice and read a large volume of 

texts in order to strengthen their 

newly acquired skills. Hand-selected 

by Fountas and Pinnell from the 

popular PM Readers, these SELECT 

Collections parallel the Leveled 

Literacy Intervention System levels, 

and provide quality choices for 

independent reading.

EACH SELECT COLLECTION 
INCLUDES:
• Books

• Resource Guide

• Book list with levels

• Press-on level labels

• Storage Container

Visit fountasandpinnell.com for 

more information and complete 

title lists.

• Four different Collections, 

Levels A–E 

• 25 titles per Collection, 

no duplications. 
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“ A significant factor in the 

progress of students in 

the primary grades is 

the opportunity to 

choose from and read a 

variety of genres and 

topics related to their 

own interests.”
—Irene C. Fountas  

and Gay Su Pinnell 

AVAILABLE SEPARATELY

    

    

Irene C. Fountas & Gay Su Pinnell

Resource Guide
COLLECTIONS

780325 0616419

9 0000 >
ISBN  978-0-325-06164-1

FP_Select_UserGuide_Collections_Cov_alt.indd   2-3 5/19/14   3:23 PM

Additional Reading
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“ The success of 

any intervention 

ultimately depends 

on students being 

fully captivated by 

the books they read 

and write about.”
—Irene C. Fountas 

and Gay Su Pinnell

LLI IN PRACTICE: SAMPLE LESSONS AND TOOLS

Literacy Goals: About The Literacy Continuum 12

Level A, Behaviors and Understandings to Notice, Teach and Support 13

Lesson Structure of LLI Orange System 16

Sample Getting Started Lesson 17

Sample Standard Lesson: Odd-Numbered Lesson 23

Sample Standard Lesson: Even-Numbered Lesson 29

Sample Reading Record 37 



Connect skilled 
observation to 
responsive 
teaching 

NOTICE, TEACH, SUPPORT
Proficient readers and writers display recognizable behaviors 

at every phase of literacy learning. When teachers notice, 

teach, and support these behaviors, they link assessment 

to responsive teaching. This indispensable literacy tool 

identifies the behaviors that demonstrate thinking and 

understanding within, beyond, and about a text.

 

Visit fountasandpinnell.com for more information on this essential 

resource for thinking together with colleagues about literacy 

development. 

A FIRM FOUNDATION
The F&P Text Level Gradient™ and The Fountas 

& Pinnell Literacy Continuum are the foundation 

of the LLI Systems. The specific text demands, 

competencies and behaviors to teach for, assess, 

and reinforce [at each level] are provided at the 

end of each text level lesson span in the LLI 

Orange System. All LLI lessons are designed to 

help teachers accomplish the goals listed in The 

Literacy Continuum for each level. The goal is to 

help readers meet the demands of successive 

levels of text and in the process, expand their 

systems of strategic actions. Referring regularly 

to The Literacy Continuum pages enables 

teachers to monitor student progress and 

guide teaching.

 “ Precise observation of 

literacy behaviors is at 

the heart of effective 

teaching.”
—Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell
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ALSO AVAILABLE: THE COMPLETE LITERACY CONTINUUM: EXPANDED EDITION

Observing Growth

THINKING WITHIN THE TEXT
Understanding the literal meaning by processing 
words and stated ideas

THINKING BEYOND THE TEXT
Understanding implied meanings, synthesizing 
information, making connections, and 

determining deeper meanings

THINKING ABOUT THE TEXT
Understanding author’s craft and articulating  

opinions about craft

  T
h

in
kin

g A
bout the Text

 Thinking Bey
on
d t

he T
ex

t 

 Thinking Within the Text

Noticing and using  
sources of information  
(meaning, language  
structure, phonological   
information, visual information).

Connecting the text  
to personal and  

world knowledge  
as well as to  

other texts.

Remembering important  
information and  
carrying it forward.

Adjusting present 
understandings to 
accommodate new 
knowledge.

Thinking about what  
the writer means  
but has not stated.

 Taking action in  
flexible ways to  

solve problems or  
fit purpose and genre.

Using a range  
of strategies to  
recognize and  
take apart words,  
    and understand
        word meaning.

Checking on accuracy  
      and understanding  
           and working to  
               self-correct errors.

Anticipating what  
may happen next.

Thinking critically 
about the text.

Reading at  
a good rate, 
integrating phrasing, 
pausing, intonation, 
and stress.

Noticing aspects of  
the writer’s craft  
including text 
structure.

SYSTEMS 
OF STRATEGIC 

ACTIONS

GRADES  

PreK–8
GRADES  

The Fountas&Pinnell

A Tool for Assessment, Planning, and Teaching

Continuum
Literacy

Expanded E D I T I O N

9/9/16

The grade-level goals on the F&P Text Level Gradient™ are intended to
provide general guidelines, which should be adjusted based on
school/district requirements and professional teacher judgement.

© 2012 Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell

F&P TEXT LEVEL GRADIENT™

GRADE-LEVEL
GOALS

FOUNTAS & PINNELL
LEVELS

Kindergarten

Grade One

Grade Two

Grade Three

Grade Four

Grade Five

Grade Six

Grade Seven−Eight
High School/Adult



Behaviors and Understandings to Notice, Teach, and Support

LEVEL A
LEVEL S  

TH
E CO

N
TIN

U
U

M
 O

F LITER
A

CY LEA
R

N
IN

G 

SLEVEL

Readers at Level A:
At level A, readers are just beginning to learn how print works and to construct the alphabetic principle—that 

is, to understand that there are relationships between sounds and letters. They learn to look (aided by the finger) 

across one line of print and to look left to right across words. They learn to search for and use information from 

pictures and to use simple language structures to read very simple sentences. Readers differentiate print from 

pictures and begin to notice the distinctive features of letters, attaching names to them. They begin to read one-

line sentences with simple words and on familiar topics. They learn to match one spoken word with one word in 

print. As they read, they acquire some easy high-frequency words that they can read in every context, and they 

begin to notice and use visual signposts in many words. They use known words and awareness of print to notice 

mismatches and begin to self-monitor. Reading and rereading these very simple texts helps them gain gradual 

control of ways to look at and work with print. At the same time, they take meaning from pictures and construct 

stories. They relate meaningful information from nonfiction texts and connect it to things they know.

Thinking Within the Text

Behaviors and Understandings to Notice, Teach, and Support

SEARCHING FOR AND USING 
INFORMATION
 l Read left to right across one line of print
 l Match word by word over one line of print, 

with all sentences beginning on the left
 l Coordinate eyes and point to search for and 

use visual information in print
 l Reread to search for and use information 

from language structure or meaning
 l Search for and use information from 

pictures that match the print closely, have 
few distracting details, and clearly support 
meaning

 l Use consistent layout of illustrations and 
print to search for and use information

 l Use clear separation of illustrations and print 
to search for and use information

 l Use language patterns close to oral 
language to search for and use information

 l Use repeating language patterns to search 
for and use information

 l Use simple sentence structures (subject and 
predicate with no embedded phrases or 
clauses) to search for and use information

 l Sustain searching for information over a 
short text (usually sixteen pages with one 
line of print on each of the alternating pages 
and typically fewer than fifty words)

 l Notice and use punctuation marks (periods)
 l Notice and use capital and lowercase letters
 l Use the illustrations to search for and use 

information
 l Use labels on photographs to search for and 

use information
 l Use understanding of familiar, easy content 

to search for and use information: e.g., 
family and home, play, pets, animals, school, 
food, community, friends, daily activities, the 
human body, weather, seasons, seasons, 
transportation, toys

 l Understand that the illustrations closely and 
explicitly support the content and use them 
to search for and use information

 l Identify a sound and link it to a letter

MONITORING AND  
SELF-CORRECTING
 l Show evidence of close attention to print
 l Use voice-print match to self-monitor and 

self-correct
 l Reread the sentence to problem-solve,  

self-correct, or confirm
 l Recognize a letter and use meaning to  

self-monitor and self-correct
 l Use language structure to self-monitor and 

self-correct
 l Use visual features of words to self-monitor 

and self-correct
 l Use recognition of high-frequency words to 

self-monitor and self-correct
 l Use known words to self-monitor and  

self-correct
 l Use illustrations as a resource to self-

monitor and self-correct
 l Use understanding of how the story works 

(narrative structure) to self-monitor and 
self-correct

 l Cross check one source of information with 
another (voice-print match) to self-correct

SOLVING WORDS
XX Reading Words

 l Recognize words in clear, plain font that are 
on a white or very light background

 l Recognize a few high-frequency words 
quickly and easily

 l Recognize one-, two-,and some three-
syllable words fully supported by the 
pictures

 l Read some simple regular plurals formed 
with the endings -s or-es that are fully 
supported by pictures and language 
structure

 l Read words that are repeated within the 
same text: e.g., is, it, I, am

 l Read a few verbs with inflectional endings 
(e.g., -s,-ing) fully supported by pictures and 
language structure

 l Read a few words with very easy, 
predictable letter-sound relationships 
(decodable)

 l Read some words with easy spelling 
patterns with the support of pictures and 
language (VC, CVC, CVCe)

 l Say a word and predict its first letter
 l Say a word slowly to hear and identify the 

first sound and connect that sound to a 
letter

 l Locate easy high-frequency words in a text
 l Notice visual features of a word and use 

them to locate or read the word

XX Vocabulary
 l Understand the meaning of a few words 

that are new but easy to understand in the 
context of the text and with picture support

 l Expand understanding of the meaning of 
words by connection with the pictures and/
or understanding the context: e.g., zoo, farm

 l Read and understand a few simple words 
that stand for sounds (onomatopoetic 
words)

 l Understand vocabulary words that are in 
common oral vocabulary for emergent 
readers (Tier 1)

 l Understand the meaning of simple regular 
plurals formed with the endings -s or -es

 l Understand a few simple adjectives 
describing people, places, or things

LEVEL A
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Behaviors and Understandings to Notice, Teach, and SupportSLEVEL

122

 l Understand words that indicate characters: 
e.g., a few easy-to-read names, family 
members

 l Understand words that show action: e.g., 
play, ride, ran

 l Understand words like I and me that may 
indicate the narrator of a text

 l Recognize and understand labels for familiar 
objects, animals, people, the human body, 
weather, daily activities

MAINTAINING FLUENCY
 l Sustain momentum through the entire short 

text
 l Point crisply and read at a steady rate, slowly 

enough to match voice to print but without 
long pauses

 l Notice the period and pause after it
 l Drop the voice at a period
 l Stress words that are in bold

ADJUSTING
 l Slow down to problem-solve words and 

resume reading with momentum
 l Understand that a nonfiction book gives 

facts
 l Notice and read a label on a photograph or 

illustration

SUMMARIZING
 l Remember information while reading to 

understand the meaning of the text
 l Talk about important information after 

reading
 l Remember and talk about the important 

events or ideas in a simple text
 l Remember and talk about clear, simple 

ideas that are easy to identify

PREDICTING
 l Use knowledge of language structure to 

anticipate the text
 l Make predictions based on information in 

pictures that closely match the text
 l Predict the ending of a story based on 

reading the beginning and middle
 l Make predictions based on knowledge 

of the events of everyday life: e.g., family, 
cooking, play, pets, school, food, community, 
friends

 l Make predictions based on personal 
experiences and knowledge: e.g., family 
and home, play, pets, animals, school, 
food, community, friends, daily activities, 
the human body, weather, seasons, 
transportation, toys

MAKING CONNECTIONS
 l Make connections between personal 

experience and a text
 l Make connections among books in a series
 l Identify recurring characters or settings when 

applicable
 l Make connections between background 

knowledge of familiar content and the 
content in the text

 l Make connections among texts on the same 
topic or with the same content

SYNTHESIZING
 l Talk about what is known about the topic 

before reading the text
 l Talk about what is learned from reading the 

text
 l Talk about any new labels for content that 

are learned from the text

INFERRING
 l Infer meaning of story or content from 

pictures that add meaning to the text
 l Make inferences about where the story 

takes place to help understand it
 l Talk about the pictures, revealing 

interpretation of a problem or of characters’ 
feelings

 l Infer humor that is easy to grasp: e.g., silly 
characters, funny situations

 l Infer ideas about familiar content: e.g., 
friendships, family relationships, self, nature

Thinking Within the Text (continued)

Thinking Beyond the Text

Behaviors and Understandings to Notice, Teach, and SupportALEVEL

14



Thinking About the Text

Behaviors and Understandings to Notice, Teach, and Support

ANALYZING
 l Understand how the ideas and information 

in a book are related to each other
 l Understand how the events, content, and 

ideas in a text are related to the title
 l Recognize that a text can be imagined 

(fiction) or can give information (nonfiction)
 l Recognize settings that are familiar: e.g., 

home, school, neighborhood
 l Recognize and follow a chronological 

sequence of events
 l Recognize that there are characters in a 

story
 l Recognize that a story can have animals that 

act like people
 l Use language and pictures to talk about a 

text (title, beginning, ending)
 l Recognize that a text can have true 

information
 l Understand that a nonfiction book gives 

facts or tells how to do something
 l Recognize that a process happens in time 

order
 l Use some specific language to talk about 

texts: e.g., front cover, back cover, page, 
page number, author, illustrator, illustration, 
photograph, title

CRITIQUING
 l Share opinions about a text
 l Share opinions about an illustration

ALEVEL

Examples:
 l Recognize a few easy high-frequency words quickly (for example, a, 

an, I, go, it)
 l Make a few easy high-frequency words (is, it, I, am, can, the)
 l Write a few easy high-frequency words (and, is, on, to)
 l Recognize a few easy CVC words (can, get, big, not, run)
 l Make and break apart a few easy CVC words (can, get, big, not, run)
 l Write a few easy CVC words (can, get, big, not, run)
 l Clap the syllables in one-and two-syllable words (from pictures)
 l Match or sort pictures by beginning or ending sounds (car, cake; 

house, dress)

 l Match or sort pictures by rhyming sounds at the end (man, fan, can)
 l Match or sort letters by a variety of features—uppercase or lowercase; 

tall or short; with or without long straight lines, short straight lines, 
circles, tails, tunnels

 l Search for and locate letters by name quickly
 l Match or sort lowercase and uppercase letters (a and A, d and D)
 l Read the Alphabet Linking Chart in different ways—singing, by letter 

names, pictures and words, all vowels, all consonants, letters only, 
backwards order, every other letter

Planning for Letter and Word Work After Guided Reading
Using your recent observations of the readers’ ability to take words apart quickly and efficiently while 
reading text, plan for one to three minutes of active engagement of students’ attention to letters, sounds, 
and words. Prioritize the readers’ noticing of print features and active hands-on use of magnetic letters, a 
white board, word cards, or pencil and paper to promote fluency and flexibility in visual processing.
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PLAN FOR GETTING STARTED LESSONS (LESSONS 1–10)

Approximate Total Lesson Time 30 minutes

Rereading 5 minutes

Phonics/Word Work 5 minutes

Reading a New Book (Lap Book and small books) 8 minutes

Writing About Reading 7 minutes

Letter/Word Work 5 minutes

The LLI Orange System employs 3 types 

of lesson frameworks. Each lesson is 

designed to be 30 minutes in duration 

delivered once per day, 5 days per week, 

to small groups of 3 students. Depending 

on a student’s reading level at their 

time of entry, the LLI Orange System 

intervention may last 14 to 18 weeks. 

There are a total of 110 lessons in the 

System, including 10 Getting Started 

lessons. Each level contains alternating 

standard lessons, underpinned by 

precisely leveled, original student books. 

The level-specific competencies and the 

behaviors and understandings to notice, 

teach and support from The Fountas & 

Pinnell Literacy Continuum, Expanded 

Edition are included at the end of each 

20-lesson sequence.

Designed for 
Success

GETTING STARTED LESSONS
The first 10 lessons in the LLI Orange System are called Getting Started. The 

Getting Started lessons follow the same format and engage children in 5 

instructional activites.

STANDARD LESSONS
Odd-numbered Standard lessons introduce a new instructional level book and focus 

on reading, discussion of meaning, and phonics and word work. The even-numbered 

Standard lessons introduce a new independent level book and focus on writing to 

extend meaning, phonics and word work, and fluency.

PLAN FOR STANDARD LESSONS

ODD-NUMBERED STANDARD LESSON EVEN-NUMBERED STANDARD LESSON

Approximate Total 
Lesson Time

30 
minutes

Approximate Total 
Lesson Time

30 
minutes

Rereading
5 

minutes
Rereading and 
Assessment

5 
minutes

Phonics/Word Work
5 

minutes
Phonics/Word Work

5 
minutes

Reading a New Book 
(Instructional Level)

15 
minutes

Writing About Reading
15 

minutes

Letter/Word Work
5 

minutes
Reading a New Book 
(Independent Level)

5 
minutes

Optional Letter/Word 
Work (If time allows)

      

THE LESSON FRAMEWORKS 
• 10 Getting Started 

lessons 

• 50 odd-numbered 

Standard lessons

• 50 even-numbered 

Standard lessons

The lesson frameworks provide smooth, well-paced lessons that scaffold highly 

efficient and effective instruction. Students also benefit from the predictability of 

the lesson and know what to expect in the instructional routines.

16

“ Progress is not enough; 

struggling readers need 

to make faster progress 

than their peers, and that 

is the whole purpose of 

intervention.”
—Irene C. Fountas  

and Gay Su Pinnell

Lesson Frameworks

• 30 minutes a day, 5 days a 
week for optimal results and 
intensity

• 3 students per group 

• 14–18+ weeks of explicit, 
intensive instruction
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GETTING STARTED
LESSON 5 • SYSTEM Orange
NEW BOOK Over the River
GENRE Fiction

Goals
READING 

dd Locate an easy high-frequency word within continuous print.
dd Read with voice-print match across two lines of text.
dd Use crisp pointing under each word on two lines of text.
dd Read from left to right and return to the left to start a new line.
dd Notice and use information in the pictures.
dd Follow several episodes of a simple story with a beginning and an ending.
dd Infer why the tree in the story broke.
dd Notice the sequence of the story (from smallest to largest animal).

PHONICS/WORD WORK 
dd Hear and say rhyming words.
dd Learn to recognize and use names and the letters in them to help in 

reading and writing.
dd Learn a high-frequency word (the).

WRITING ABOUT READING
dd Say words slowly and think about the initial consonant sound.
dd Become aware of upper and lowercase letters.

Visit resources.fountasandpinnell.com to download
technological resources to support this lesson, including:
●● My Poetry Book●✓
●● Teacher Pictures: bear, 

boat, chair, coat, fan, 
van●✓

●● Student Pictures: bear, 
boat, chair, coat fan, 
van ✓

●● Masking Cards●✓
●● Student Words: the●✓
●● Fold Sheet 5
●● Parent Letter

●● Over the River, Level B
●● The Baby Animals, Level B 
●● Funny Things, Level A
●● Rex, Level A
●● “Apples,” “I Love Chocolate,”

“Rain on the Rooftops,” 
 enlarged poems

●● My Writing Book
●● name puzzles
●● word bags
●● magnetic letters
●● Take-Home Book The Baby Animals

HOW THE BOOK WORKS This book is fiction and has pictures across each spread with text on 
alternating pages until the last page. Each page of print uses a simple repeated sentence structure over 
two lines of text. A pair of chipmunks watches as progressively bigger animals use a downed tree to cross 
the river. Finally, the bear tries to cross and falls into the river.

Analysis of New Book Characteristics  Over the River, Level B

GENRE/FORM
dd Fiction
dd Simple animal fantasy

TEXT STRUCTURE
dd Story of animals, in sequence from 

smallest to largest, going over a branch 
to cross the river

dd Funny ending

CONTENT
dd Forest animals
dd Concept of a river
dd Concept of crossing over water
dd Concept of weight causing something 

to break

THEMES AND IDEAS
dd Humor
dd Predictable ending

LANGUAGE AND LITERARY FEATURES
dd Repeating language pattern
dd Building of simple plot through animals 

getting larger and heavier

SENTENCE COMPLEXITY
dd Nine-word sentence on each page of 

print
dd Prepositional phrase in each sentence

VOCABULARY
dd Names of forest animals (mouse, squirrel, 

rabbit, skunk, fox, deer, bear)
dd Directional word (over)

WORDS
dd High-frequency words (an, see, the)
dd One- and two-syllable words
dd Comparison of over and in
dd See Word Analysis Chart 5 for specific 

words in each category

ILLUSTRATIONS
dd Soft, humorous drawings
dd Illustrations showing that story is told 

from the perspective of two chipmunks
dd Illustrations that match print very closely

BOOK AND PRINT FEATURES
dd Print in large, plain font
dd Exaggerated space between words
dd Two lines of text on each page of print
dd Print separate from pictures on 

alternating pages, except for last page
dd Periods and exclamation point

NEW BOOK
Over the River, Level B, 
Lap Book and small books

REREADING
The Baby Animals, Level B,
Lap Book and small books

Funny Things, Level A,
Lap Book and small books

Rex, Level A,
Lap Book and small books

You Will Need

LLI_Orange_1-10.indd   25 2/7/17   11:55 AM
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26

dd Invite children to reread as many books as time allows from the following: The 
Baby Animals, Funny Things, Rex. Vary using shared reading with the lap books 
and having the children point under each word as they read the small books softly.

dd After reading each text, have the children locate a high-frequency word or two on 
some of the pages.

dd Using shared reading, have children reread poems on the charts as time allows.

dd Reinforce reading from left to right with crisp pointing under each word.

dd Encourage a brief response to the meaning of each text. For example: What was 
your favorite part?

dd If time allows, have the children reread the poems in My Poetry Book.

Principle Some words have parts at the end that sound the same. They rhyme.

Find and Match
dd Reread “Apples” (poems 1a and 1b) and “I Love Chocolate” (poem 2). Then, 

have the children reread the poems in their My Poetry Book. Circle or underline 
the rhyming words with a crayon. [Children respond.] Help the children find and 
circle the following words: see, tree, three in “Apples” (poem 1a); three, tree, me in 
“Apples” (poem 1b); and yum, tum in “I Love Chocolate” (poem 2).

dd Introduce a new poem, “Rain on the Rooftops” (poem 3). Read the poem to the 
children and invite them to join in on a second and third reading as you point 
under each word. Discuss the meaning of the poem together.

dd Show the children the following pictures in the pocket chart: bear, boat, chair, coat, 
fan, van. Be sure the children know the names of the objects in each picture. Match 
the pictures that stand for rhyming words. [Children respond.]

dd Then, give the children their own sets of pictures and have them match and glue 
them on the back of a page in their My Poetry Book.

dd Summarize the lesson by restating the principle. 

PROMPTING 
GUIDE, PART 1

Refer to page 5 
as needed

Rereading
Suggested 
Language

REREADING
 l The Baby Animals, Level B, Lap Book and small books
 l Funny Things, Level A, Lap Book and small books
 l Rex, Level A, Lap Book and small books

Phonics/ 
Word Work
Rhyming 
Words 

LLI_Orange_1-10.indd   26 2/7/17   11:55 AM
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Read To 
dd As you introduce the children to the lap book, encourage them to notice and use 

information in the pictures. Invite conversation and comments.

dd The name of this book is Over the River. In this book, two little chipmunks are sitting 
at the edge of the river and telling all the things they can see go over the river.

dd What are some things that might go over the river? [Children respond.] Can you think 
of anything else? [Children respond.]

dd Turn to pages 2 and 3. What can the chipmunks see go over the river? [Children 

respond.] A mouse—so they say, “We can see a mouse go over the river.” Point under 
each word as you read the page.

dd Turn to pages 4 and 5. What can the chipmunks see? [Children respond.] Point under 
each word and read the page.

dd Repeat the process until you get to pages 14 and 15. Look at the picture. What do 
you notice? [Children respond.] Invite the children to predict what will happen.

dd Then, read the last page. Point out that the word in is in dark black letters, so the 
children should read it loudly.

Read With
dd Reread the lap book with the children as you point crisply under each word.

dd Turn to a few different pages, and have the children say a particular high-frequency 
word (e.g., can, see, we). What letter do you expect to see first? [Children respond.]

dd Then, have children find the word using a masking card, highlighter tape, or a flag. 
Notice how quickly and easily they can find the word.

Read By 
dd Give children the small version of the book.

dd Point under each word and read the book with me.

dd Have children locate the on several pages.

PROMPTING 
GUIDE, PART 1

Refer to page 5 
as needed

Reading a 
New Book
Suggested 
Language

PROMPTING 
GUIDE, PART 2

Refer to page 23 
as needed

NEW BOOK
Over the River, Level B, 
Lap Book and small books

LLI_Orange_1-10.indd   27 2/7/17   11:55 AM
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Letter/Word 
Work

Interactive Writing
dd Let’s talk about the animals the little chipmunks said they could see go over the river. 

Engage the children in a conversation.

dd Compose a sentence or two together, for example: 

 ● We can see a bear go over the river.

dd Ask the children to notice words that have easy-to-hear consonants or vowels (e.g., 
bear). Say the word slowly and tell the first sound. [Children respond.]

dd Work for independent writing of easy high-frequency words such as can and see.

dd Emphasize spacing, and break the sentence at the phrase break to start a new line.

dd If time allows, have children draw a picture from the story in My Writing Book and 
complete the following sentence: We can see a ________.

Principle You see some words many times when you read and use them many 
times when you write. You need to learn these words because they help you read 
and write.
dd Demonstrate several times how you make the word 

the with magnetic letters. Then, give each child the 
magnetic letters to make the word the. Have them 
make the several times, each time reading the word 
and checking the spelling. Insist upon a left-to-
right construction of the word.

dd Now, give the children the word bags and have them 
read the words I, see, to, can, and their names. Provide as much help as needed.

dd Give each child the word the to add to their word bags. Ask them to find the in the 
poem “Rain on the Rooftops.” 

dd Play the game Find the Word___. Say a word from the word bags and have the 
children find it. As they find each word, have them place it in their word bags.

Writing Names
dd If time allows, have the children put together the name puzzle without a model and 

check it. 

• MY WRITING BOOK

• PROMPTING GUIDE, PART 1

Refer to page 21–26 as needed

Writing 
About 
Reading
Suggested 
Language

LLI_Orange_1-10.indd   28 2/7/17   11:55 AM
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Classroom Connection

dd Give the children Fold Sheet 5.

dd Write each child’s choice in the blank or tell them that they can find 
the animal in the book and copy the word.

dd Have the children take Fold Sheet 5 back to the classroom to draw a 
picture.

dd Give the children Take-Home Book The Baby Animals to reread in the 
classroom.

Home/School Connection
dd Have the children take home Fold Sheet 5 to read and share with 

family members.

dd Have the children take home their name puzzles to share with family 
members.

dd Have the children read and discuss Take-Home Book The Baby 
Animals with family members.

LLI_Orange_1-10.indd   29 2/7/17   11:55 AM
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Assessing Reading and Writing Behaviors

Observe to find evidence that readers can:
dd identify an easy high-frequency word within 

continuous print.
dd read with voice-print match across two lines of text.
dd use crisp pointing under each word on two lines  

of text.
dd read from left to right and return to the left to start 

a new line.
dd notice and use information in the pictures.
dd follow several episodes of a simple story with a 

beginning and an ending.

dd infer and discuss why the tree in the story broke.
dd notice the sequence of the story (from smallest to 

largest animal).
dd hear and say rhyming words.
dd recognize and use names and the letters in them  

to help in reading and writing.
dd identify a high-frequency word (the).
dd write letters and words independently.
dd demonstrate awareness of upper and lowercase 

letters.

Supporting English Language Learners

To support English language learners, you can:
dd say and demonstrate what you mean by Some 

words have end parts that sound alike. They 
rhyme.

dd be sure children understand and can name the 
objects in the pictures and read the words in the 
word bag.

dd have children give close attention to the pictures to 
help them understand the actions in the text. Have 
children point to each animal and say its name.

dd have children say sentences with prepositional 
phrases several times to understand the language 
structure.

dd help children understand the word river if needed.
dd support children in saying the words slowly so they 

can hear the first sound in the word.
dd support children in thinking about what would 

happen next (after the bear falls in the water).
dd be sure children understand their class/homework. 

Remind them to read to someone at home, even if 
the person doesn’t speak English.

Professional Development Links

Professional Development and Tutorial Videos, LLI Orange System
View the Getting Started lesson on the video to notice how the teacher involved 
the children in rereading texts and locating easy high-frequency words in the text. 

When Readers Struggle: Teaching That Works, Levels A–N
Chapter 7, Language Matters: Talking, Reading, and Writing.  
Use this chapter to understand how language supports processing in reading. 

Voices on Word Matters: Learning About Phonics and Spelling  
in the Literacy Classroom
 Chapter 13 (pages 155–159). Use this chapter to explore how shared reading 
supports children’s learning about letters and words.

Interactive Writing: How Language and Literacy Come Together, K–2
Chapter 2 (pages 16–22). Use this chapter to explore the role of interactive 
writing and shared reading in supporting the building of a reading/writing process.

Leveled Literacy Intervention System Guide, LLI Orange System
Read “Using Getting Started Lessons.”  
Use this section to understand the goals of the first 10 lessons in the system.
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23LESSON ALEVEL

LEVEL A
LESSO

N 23

SYSTEM Orange
NEW BOOK Going Sledding
GENRE Nonfiction

Goals
READING 

dd Read with control of voice-print match across one line of text.
dd Locate my and at in continuous print.
dd Self-monitor reading using visual information, language structure, or meaning.
dd Search for and use information from the pictures.
dd Cross-check one kind of information with another while reading.
dd Understand and discuss the relationship between clothing, weather, and a sport.

PHONICS/WORD WORK 
dd Hear and say the same beginning phoneme in words.
dd Make words with magnetic letters left to right.
dd Distinguish between uppercase and lowercase forms of a letter.
dd Understand that titles and sentences begin with uppercase letters.
dd Learn a high-frequency word (has).

Visit resources.fountasandpinnell.com to download
technological resources to support this lesson, including:
●● Word Analysis Chart 23
●● Letter Minibooks●✓
●● Student Words: has●✓

●● Fold Sheet 23
●● Parent Letter

●● Going Sledding, Level A
●● The Baby, Level A
●● My Room, Level A
●● magnetic letters
●● word bags
●● Take-Home Book The Baby

HOW THE BOOK WORKS This nonfiction book has alternating pages of print and photographs until the last 
page. Each line of text uses a simple repeated sentence structure. A girl shows all of the things she needs to 
get ready to go sledding.

Analysis of New Book Characteristics  Going Sledding, Level A

GENRE/FORM
dd Nonfiction
dd Simple factual text

TEXT STRUCTURE
dd Different item of the girl’s winter apparel 

revealed with every turn of the page
dd Girl on sled showing why she has 

dressed warmly

CONTENT
dd Concept of winter clothing
dd Concept of sledding
dd Items of apparel meant for cold weather 

(different from warm weather)

THEMES AND IDEAS
dd How clothing keeps a person warm in 

cold weather
dd Winter sports

LANGUAGE AND LITERARY FEATURES
dd Repeating language pattern

SENTENCE COMPLEXITY
dd Simple four-word sentence on each page 

of print except for three-word sentence 
on last page

dd Imperative sentences

VOCABULARY
dd Names of items of clothing
dd A word that might be unfamiliar (sled)

WORDS
dd High-frequency words (look, at, my, me)
dd One-syllable words with a few two-

syllable words
dd See Word Analysis Chart 23 for specific 

words in each category

ILLUSTRATIONS
dd Colorful photographs
dd Close match between pictures and text
dd Items in the illustrations that are different 

from warm weather clothing

BOOK AND PRINT FEATURES
dd Print in large, plain font
dd Print on white background
dd One line on each page of print
dd Print on the left on an otherwise blank 

page; illustrations on the right, except for 
last page

dd Exaggerated space between words
dd Periods and exclamation point

NEW BOOK
Going Sledding, Level A

REREADING
The Baby, Level A

My Room, Level A

You Will Need
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134

dd Invite children to reread The Baby and My Room.

dd If needed, prompt readers to self-correct errors. Refer to Prompting Guide, Part 
1 for prompts for voice-print match and for monitoring and correcting. For 
example: Try that again and make it match.

dd Encourage children to respond briefly to the books. Ask questions, such as What do 
you know about the boy in that story?

Principle Some words sound the same at the beginning.

Hear and Say
dd Play a game. Say the words boy and bat, emphasizing the beginning sound in each 

word. Have the children repeat boy and bat and listen for the first sound. What do 
you notice? [Children respond.] Help them to hear that boy and bat have the same 
sound at the beginning. 

dd We are going to play a game. I am going to say two words. I want you to repeat the two 
words. Then, if they sound the same at the beginning, I want you to show two thumbs 
up. If they sound different at the beginning, I want you to show two thumbs down. 

dd Use the following words to play the game: top, time; dip, dime; for, door; pig, pail; 
run, race; win, net; coat, cane; too, boom.

dd Now, have the children take turns saying two words while their classmates 
listen. Repeat the words, and show two thumbs up or two thumbs down. It isn’t 
important that the children use “real” words, simply that they understand the 
principle that some words sound the same at the beginning.

dd Summarize the lesson by restating the principle.

dd If time allows, have the children choose several Letter Minibooks to read.

PROMPTING 
GUIDE, PART 1

Refer to page 6 
as needed

Rereading
Suggested 
Language

REREADING
 l The Baby, Level A
 l My Room, Level A

Phonics/ 
Word Work
Beginning 
Phonemes
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LEVEL A 
LESSO

N 23
Introducing the Text 
dd Introduce children to the book by showing the cover. Have you ever used a sled to 

ride on the snow? Have you ever seen someone ride on a sled? [Children respond.] A 
little girl is getting ready to go out in the cold and ride her sled in the snow. What are 
some clothes she’ll need to put on to go out in the cold? [Children respond.] This girl tells 
us to look at the clothes she is going to put on.

dd Turn to pages 2 and 3. She says, “Look at my pants.” Point under each word as you 
read the sentence. Can you say, “Look at my pants”? [Children respond.]

dd Turn to pages 4 and 5. Now, what does she say to look at? [Children respond.] Her 
jacket. What does she say? [Children respond.] She says, “Look at my jacket.” Say the 
word my. What letter comes first in the word my? [Children respond.] It’s the letter m. 
Find the word my and run your pointer finger under it. Get a good look and say my. 
[Children respond.]

dd Now, turn to pages 10 and 11. The girl says to look at something else. What is it? 
[Children respond.] She says, “Look at my hat.” Say at. What letter comes first in at? 
[Children respond.] Find the word at and run your pointer finger under it. Get a good 
look and say at. [Children respond.]

dd Turn back to the beginning and point under each word as you read Going Sledding.

Reading the Text
dd Refer to Prompting Guide, Part 1 for monitoring voice-print match and for 

monitoring and correcting. For example: Try that again or Something wasn’t 
quite right.

dd As the children read, prompt for self-correcting any errors.

Discussing and Revisiting the Text 
dd Invite the children to share their thinking about the book Going Sledding.

dd The girl shows all of the things she needs to go sledding. What are some of the things 
she shows? [Children respond.] Point to the pictures as you name the things. 

dd The girl needs warm clothes for sledding. Notice how the photographs show the order 
in which the girl puts on her clothes. Why do you think she needs all those clothes? 
[Children respond.] It is cold outside and the snow is cold and wet.

dd The girl is happy and warm. How do you know? [Children respond.] What do the 
pictures show you? [Children respond.]

Reading a 
New Book
Suggested 
Language

NEW BOOK
Going Sledding, Level A

PROMPTING  
GUIDE, PART 1

Refer to page 14  
as needed

PROMPTING  
GUIDE, PART 2

Refer to page 13 
as needed

continues on next page
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Reading a New Book

Suggested Language

(continued from  

previous page)

Discussing the Text (continued from previous page)

dd Continue the discussion, guiding the children toward the key understandings and 
the main messages of the text. Some key understandings the children may express:

Thinking Within the Text Thinking Beyond the Text Thinking About the Text

dd The girl shows the reader 
all the things she needs to 
wear to go sledding.

dd She dresses in warm winter 
clothes, like boots, a jacket, 
and mittens.

dd She goes sledding.

dd The girl needs to dress 
warmly because it is cold 
outside in the snow.

dd The girl likes to go sledding.
dd Next, she may go up the hill 

to slide down again or go 
inside for hot chocolate.

dd A real girl tells about going 
sledding, so this book is 
nonfiction.

dd The photographs in this 
book show the order in 
which the girl puts on her 
warm clothes.

MESSAGES  You need to be prepared and wear warm clothing when you’re going outside in the cold 
weather. Prepare for the weather conditions you face.

Teaching Points 
dd Based on your observations, use Prompting Guide, Part 1 to select a teaching point 

that will be most helpful to the readers. 

dd Revisit a page and have all of the children locate a high-frequency word such as at 
or look.

dd You may want children to write the word a few times on a whiteboard. After 
children have written and said the word, erase it.

Principle There are two kinds of letters. One is uppercase or big, and the other 
is lowercase (or small). 

dd Give the children the magnetic letters to construct and read the following words 
with upper- and lowercase letters (in some schools capital): And, and, My, my, The, 
the, See, see. Once they make a word with a lowercase letter, have them make it 
with an uppercase letter.

Working with High-Frequency Words
dd When they have finished, give the children the magnetic letters to make the word 

has several times, each time checking the word with a finger. Give them the word 
has to add to their word bags.

dd Have the children practice reading all the words in their word bags.

136

Letter/Word 
Work

PROMPTING 
GUIDE, PART 1

Refer to pages 
as needed

Reading a New Book

Suggested Language

(continued from  

previous page)
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Classroom Connection

LEVEL A
LESSO

N 23

dd Give the children Fold Sheet 23. 

dd Tell the children that they will see a letter at the top of each column: d, b, 
h, c.

dd Have them take their fold sheets back to the classroom and copy 
each letter under the printed letter. Then, have them draw a picture of 
something that starts with that letter in the column below.

dd Give children Take-Home Book The Baby to reread in the classroom.

Home/School Connection
dd Have the children take home Fold Sheet 23 to finish illustrating and share 

with family members.

dd Have the children read Take-Home Book The Baby to family members.
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Assessing Reading and Writing Behaviors

Observe to find evidence that readers can:
dd read with control of voice-print match across one 

line of text.
dd recognize my and at in continuous print.
dd self-monitor reading using visual information, 

language structure, or meaning.
dd search for and use information from the pictures.
dd cross-check one kind of information with another 

while reading.
dd understand and discuss the relationship between 

clothing, weather, and a sport.

dd hear and say the same beginning phoneme in 
words.

dd make words with magnetic letters left to right.
dd distinguish between uppercase and lowercase 

forms of a letter.
dd understand that titles and sentences begin with 

uppercase letters.
dd identify a high-frequency word (has).

Supporting English Language Learners

To support English language learners, you can:
dd help children in understanding Try that again and 

make it match.
dd use pictures that children understand when 

matching beginning consonant sounds and words.
dd model/demonstrate that Look and look are the 

same word.
dd support children in understanding the concepts of 

uppercase and lowercase letters in words.
dd use the language of the text in a conversational 

way, and have children repeat the language several 
times to help them remember the syntax.

dd go over the labels several times to be sure that 
children understand them.

dd support children in discussing the text by thinking 
aloud or making wondering statements about the 
connections between the clothing, weather, and 
sledding; what the weather must be like; and what 
the girl will do next.

Professional Development Links

Professional Development and Tutorial Videos, LLI Orange System 
Think about the instructional routines that are new and challenging. Review the 
ones you need to think more about in Teaching Within the LLI Lesson.

When Readers Struggle: Teaching That Works, Levels A–N 
Chapter 10, “Learning About Print: Early Reading Behaviors.”  
Use this chapter to understand the importance of self-monitoring in reading.

Guided Reading: Responsive Teaching Across the Grades, Second Edition 
 Chapter 16, “Teaching for Monitoring, Searching, and Self-Correction Behaviors” 
(pages 376–395). Use this chapter to explore self monitoring and self correcting. 
Notice the examples of behaviors.

Word Matters: Teaching Phonics and Spelling in the Reading/Writing Classroom 
Chapter 12 “Teaching for Print and Sound Knowledge” (pages 137–148).  
 Use this chapter to explore a variety of activities that help children acquire print 
and sound knowledge.

Leveled Literacy Intervention System Guide, LLI Orange System 
Refer to individual sections as needed.
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Assessing Reading and Writing Behaviors

Observe to find evidence that readers can:
dd read with control of voice-print match across one 

line of text.
dd recognize my and at in continuous print.
dd self-monitor reading using visual information, 

language structure, or meaning.
dd search for and use information from the pictures.
dd cross-check one kind of information with another 

while reading.
dd understand and discuss the relationship between 

clothing, weather, and a sport.

dd hear and say the same beginning phoneme in 
words.

dd make words with magnetic letters left to right.
dd distinguish between uppercase and lowercase 

forms of a letter.
dd understand that titles and sentences begin with 

uppercase letters.
dd identify a high-frequency word (has).

Supporting English Language Learners

To support English language learners, you can:
dd help children in understanding Try that again and 

make it match.
dd use pictures that children understand when 

matching beginning consonant sounds and words.
dd model/demonstrate that Look and look are the 

same word.
dd support children in understanding the concepts of 

uppercase and lowercase letters in words.
dd use the language of the text in a conversational 

way, and have children repeat the language several 
times to help them remember the syntax.

dd go over the labels several times to be sure that 
children understand them.

dd support children in discussing the text by thinking 
aloud or making wondering statements about the 
connections between the clothing, weather, and 
sledding; what the weather must be like; and what 
the girl will do next.

Professional Development Links

Professional Development and Tutorial Videos, LLI Orange System 
Think about the instructional routines that are new and challenging. Review the 
ones you need to think more about in Teaching Within the LLI Lesson.

When Readers Struggle: Teaching That Works, Levels A–N 
Chapter 10, “Learning About Print: Early Reading Behaviors.”  
Use this chapter to understand the importance of self-monitoring in reading.

Guided Reading: Responsive Teaching Across the Grades, Second Edition 
 Chapter 16, “Teaching for Monitoring, Searching, and Self-Correction Behaviors” 
(pages 376–395). Use this chapter to explore self monitoring and self correcting. 
Notice the examples of behaviors.

Word Matters: Teaching Phonics and Spelling in the Reading/Writing Classroom 
Chapter 12 “Teaching for Print and Sound Knowledge” (pages 137–148).  
 Use this chapter to explore a variety of activities that help children acquire print 
and sound knowledge.

Leveled Literacy Intervention System Guide, LLI Orange System 
Refer to individual sections as needed.
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24LESSON ALEVEL

LEVEL A
LESSO

N 24

SYSTEM Orange
NEW BOOK Making a Snowman
GENRE Nonfiction

Goals
READING 

dd Read with voice-print match across one line of text.
dd Use information from the pictures (meaning) and the first letter of a word 

while reading.
dd Locate look and at within continuous print.
dd Understand and discuss the concept of making a snowman.

PHONICS/WORD WORK 
dd Sort letters by the sound of consonants at the beginning of a word.
dd Look carefully at words and use letter/sound information to solve them.
dd Distinguish between uppercase and lowercase letters.

WRITING ABOUT READING
dd Say words slowly to identify easy-to-hear sounds and write the letters that 

represent them.
dd Write left to right with good spacing between words.
dd Start a sentence with an uppercase letter and write end punctuation.

Visit resources.fountasandpinnell.com to download
technological resources to support this lesson, including:
●● Word Analysis Chart 24
●● Recording Form for Going 

Sledding (or visit Apple 
iTunes to download the 
Fountas & Pinnell LLI 
Reading Record App)

●● Letters: f, g, h ✓

●● Teacher Pictures: fish, 
fan, fire, fork, football, 
gate, girl, goat, garden, 
hat, hammer, helicopter, 
helmet, heart ✓

●● Fold Sheet 24
●● Parent Letter

●● Making a Snowman, Level A
●● Going Sledding, Level A
●● The Baby, Level A
●● My Writing Book
●● magnetic letters
●● word bags
●● Take-Home Book Going 

Sledding

HOW THE BOOK WORKS This book has alternating pages of text and pictures until the last page. Each line 
of print uses a simple repeated sentence structure. A boy shows each object he uses to make a snowman.

Analysis of New Book Characteristics   Making a Snowman, Level A

GENRE/FORM
dd Nonfiction
dd Simple factual text

TEXT STRUCTURE
dd Different item of a snowman’s costume 

with every turn of the page
dd Part-to-whole—entire snowman shown 

on last page

CONTENT
dd Concepts of winter, snow, and snowman
dd Items to decorate a snowman

THEMES AND IDEAS
dd Having fun in winter
dd Having fun in snow

LANGUAGE AND LITERARY FEATURES
dd Repeating language patterns

SENTENCE COMPLEXITY
dd Simple four-word sentence on each page 

of print
dd Imperative sentences

VOCABULARY
dd Names of items making up the snowman
dd A word that might be unfamiliar 

(snowman)

WORDS
dd One- and two-syllable words and one 

three-syllable word
dd High-frequency words (look, at, the)
dd See Word Analysis Chart 24 for specific 

words in each category

ILLUSTRATIONS
dd Colorful drawings
dd Close match between pictures and text
dd Clothing items that may look strange on 

a snowman

BOOK AND PRINT FEATURES
dd Large font
dd Ample space between words
dd One line on each page of print
dd Print on the left on an otherwise blank 

page; illustrations on the right, except for 
last page

dd Periods and exclamation point

NEW BOOK
Making a Snowman, Level A

REREADING
Going Sledding, Level A

The Baby, Level A

You Will Need
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dd Listen to one child read Going Sledding as you code the reading behaviors on the 
Recording Form or in the Fountas & Pinnell LLI Reading Record App, have a brief 
comprehension conversation, and make a teaching point that you think will be most 
helpful to the reader. Score and analyze the reading record following the lesson.

dd Have the other children reread The Baby and then Going Sledding.

dd Prompt children to check the pictures for information and to use the first letter of 
the word. For example: What would make sense, sound right, and look like that?

Principle You can say a word slowly and hear the sound at the beginning of the 
word. You can match the sound and the letter at the beginning of a word.

Say and Sort
dd Place the following pictures at the top of the pocket chart: fish, gate, and hat.

dd Say each of the words slowly, emphasizing the first sound of each word. Have 
children repeat after you.

dd Hold up the pictures for fan, girl, and hammer one at a time. Say the name of each 
picture as you place it under the picture that starts with the same initial sound in the 
pocket chart. What do you notice about the names of these pairs of pictures? [Children 

respond.] Help the children to notice that they sound the same at the beginning. 

dd Now deal out the following picture cards: fork, fire, football, helicopter, helmet, heart.

dd Have the children take turns putting picture cards into the correct column.

dd Then, hold up letters f, g, and h. Put the matching letters at the top of each column. 
[Children respond.] 

dd Summarize the lesson by restating the principle.

140

PROMPTING 
GUIDE, PART 1

Refer to page 9 
as needed

Rereading 
and  
Assessment
Suggested 
Language

REREADING
 l Going Sledding, Level A
 l The Baby, Level 

Phonics/ 
Word Work
Beginning 
Consonant 
Sounds  
(f, g, h)
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LEVEL A
LESSO

N 24

•  MY WRITING BOOK

• PROMPTING GUIDE, PART 1

Refer to page 27 as needed
Interactive Writing
dd Use interactive writing to construct two sentences about the book Going Sledding. 

What did the girl want you to look at in this book? What did she say? [Children 

respond.] She said:

Look at my hat.

Look at my boots.

dd The children should be able to share the pen to write look, at, and my quickly, and 
to start the final words (e.g., hat, boot). You quickly write the rest of the sentence.

dd Then, have one child point while the others reread each sentence.

dd If time allows, have the children write and illustrate the sentence in My Writing Book.

Introducing the Text 
dd Introduce children to the book by talking about the children’s experience with 

snow. This book is called Making a Snowman. The little boy is going to make a 
snowman. What are you thinking? [Children respond.]

dd Turn to pages 2 and 3. The the boy is going to tell us to look at all the things he uses 
to make his snowman. What does the boy tell you to look at? Point and read. [Children 

respond.]

dd Turn to pages 4 and 5. What does he say to look at? [Children respond.] The boy says, 
“Look at the hat.” Help the children notice that the sentence structure in Making a 
Snowman is similar to Going Sledding.

dd Turn to the beginning and read about all the things to look at when the boy makes 
a snowman.

Reading the Text
dd As the children read, prompt for checking the information from the picture (e.g., 

hat) with the first letter of the word. For example: What would make sense? and 
Does it look right? or What letter comes first in ______?

Writing 
About 
Reading
Suggested 
Language

Reading a 
New Book
Suggested 
Language

NEW BOOK
Making a Snowman, Level A 

continues on next page

PROMPTING 
GUIDE, PART 1

Refer to page 13 
as needed
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142

Discussing and Revisiting the Text 
dd Invite the children to share their thinking about the story Making a Snowman.

dd What are some of the things the boy does to make a snowman? What does he do first? 
What does he do next? [Children respond.] 

dd The boy uses different things to decorate the snowman. What are some of things he 
uses? [Children respond.] 

dd What would be fun about making a snowman? Does the boy look like he’s having fun? 
What makes you think that? [Children respond.] The picture on page 3 shows the boy 
smiling up at the snow and catching it in his arms.

dd Continue the discussion, guiding the children toward the key understandings and 
the main message of the text. Some key understandings the children may express:

Thinking Within the Text Thinking Beyond the Text Thinking About the Text

dd The boy tells the reader 
to look at all the things he 
uses to make a snowman.

dd Some of the things he uses 
are snow, a hat, a scarf, and 
a stick.

dd In the end, he tells the 
reader to look at the 
snowman he made.

dd All snowmen are made 
from snow, but you may 
use different things to 
decorate them.

dd The boy likes the snow.
dd He is proud of his 

snowman.

dd This story about a boy 
making a snowman is real 
(nonfiction). 

dd The illustrator draws a funny 
snowman.

dd The writer tells the steps 
that the boy uses to make a 
snowman.

MESSAGE  There are several steps to take in order to create something.

Teaching Points 
dd Based on your observations, use Prompting Guide, Part 1 to select a teaching point 

that will be most helpful to the readers. 

dd You may need to reinforce checking the picture information with the word, such as 
b in buttons, c in carrot.

PROMPTING 
GUIDE, PART 1

Refer to page 9 
as needed

PROMPTING 
GUIDE, PART 2

Refer to page 23 
as needed

Reading a New Book

Suggested Language

(continued from  

previous page)
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LEVEL A
LESSO

N 24

Classroom Connection

Principle Some uppercase and lowercase letters look the same. Some upper and 
lowercase letters look different.
dd Give children the following 

uppercase and lowercase magnetic 
letters: A, a, C, c, G, g, M, m, O, o, S, 
s, T, t, Z, z. 

dd First, have the children match the 
uppercase with the lowercase forms.

dd Then, have them sort the pairs 
into two columns: uppercase and 
lowercase letters that look alike and 
uppercase and lowercase letters that 
look different. Have the children 
demonstrate sorting to a partner.

dd Give the children Fold Sheet 24. 

dd Have the children talk about what they wear outside on a cold day. Help 
them to complete the sentence.

dd Have the children illustrate their sentences in the classroom.

dd Give them Take-Home Book Going Sledding to reread in the classroom.

Home/School Connection
dd Have the children take home Fold Sheet 24 to finish illustrating and share 

with family members.

dd Have the children read Take-Home Book Going Sledding to family members.

Optional 
Letter/Word 
Work
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34

Assessing Reading and Writing Behaviors

Observe to find evidence that readers can:
dd read with voice-print match across one line of text.
dd use information from the pictures (meaning) and 

the first letter of a word while reading.
dd identify and locate look and at within continuous 

print.
dd understand and discuss the concept of making a 

snowman.
dd sort letters by the sound of consonants at the 

beginning of a word.

dd look carefully at words and use letter/sound 
information to solve them. 

dd distinguish between uppercase and lowercase 
letters.

dd say words slowly to identify easy-to-hear sounds 
and write the letters that represent them.

dd write left to right with good spacing between words.
dd start a sentence with an uppercase letter and write 

end punctuation.

Supporting English Language Learners

To support English language learners, you can:
dd demonstrate looking at the picture, using the first 

letter of the word, and thinking, What would make 
sense, sound right, and look like that?

dd demonstrate saying words slowly, saying the first 
sound of the word and then the whole word: /f/, 
fish.

dd make sure children know the labels for the 
pictures when matching beginning consonant 
sounds and words. Have the children practice the 
words for Classroom Connection.

dd explain the concepts of snow and a snowman, if 
needed.

dd use the language of the text in a conversational 
way, and have children repeat the language several 
times to help them remember the syntax.

dd make sure children understand and can say the 
names for the objects in the book.

dd make sure children understand the concept of first 
when using the prompt What letter comes first in 
______?

dd support children in revisiting the text and 
discussing how to make a snowman. Provide some 
of the vocabulary if necessary.

Professional Development Links

Professional Development and Tutorial Videos, LLI Orange System 
Revisit the tutorial on coding, scoring, and analyzing the reading record to refine 
your observations and make effective teaching decisions.

When Readers Struggle: Teaching That Works, Levels A–N 
Chapter 13, “Extending Reading Power Through Writing.” 
 Use this chapter to understand the role of writing in overcoming reading 
difficulties.

Interactive Writing: How Language and Literacy Come Together, K–2 
Chapter 2, “Language and Literacy Learning: The Role of Interactive Writing.” 
Use this chapter to understand the role of writing in learning to read.

Leveled Literacy Intervention System Guide, LLI Orange System 
Refer to individual sections as needed.

LLI_Orange_21-30.indd   144 2/7/17   11:56 AM
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Independent Empirical Studies 
Confirm Effectiveness of  
Fountas & Pinnell Leveled Literacy 
Intervention, Grades K–2, Levels A–N

“ This study found robust effects on the LLI benchmarks 

across all grade levels for students who received LLI.”
—Dr. Carolyn Ransford-Kaldon 

Center for Research in Educational Policy  University of Memphis

The Center for Research in Educational Policy (CREP) at the University 

of Memphis conducted scientific studies that assessed the efficacy of 

Fountas & Pinnell’s Leveled Literacy Intervention (LLI) and confirmed 

that it is effective in significantly improving the literacy achievement of 

struggling readers and writers in grades K–2.

The first study was conducted during the 2009–2010 school year 

in the rural Tifton County, Georgia Schools, and the Enlarged City 

School District of Middletown, New York. In both locations students 

participating in LLI had gains significantly above their counterparts in 

the control group. 

In 2011–2012 a second study was conducted in Denver, Colorado. This 

study also confirmed increased literacy achievement for urban K–2 

students and associated subgroups.

According to Dr. Carolyn Ransford-Kaldon, one of the researchers 

on the project, the studies confirmed that LLI “is indeed effective in 

improving reading skills. While a wide variety of students benefited 

from the system, the Center for Research in Educational Policy found 

the system particularly beneficial for English language learners, those 

who are eligible for special education services, and those who are 

economically disadvantaged.”

READ THE FULL REPORTS
AT FOUNTASANDPINNELL.COM
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THE CENTER FOR RESEARCH IN 
EDUCATIONAL POLICY’S REPORT ON LLI 
WAS EVALUATED AND IS RECOMMENDED BY 
THE NATIONAL CENTER ON RESPONSE TO 
INTERVENTION (NCRTI). 



Heinemann Data Collection  
shows significant gains in reading 
progress with Leveled Literacy 
Intervention, K–2

The Heinemann LLI Data Collection Project, conducted by researchers 

working with Heinemann under the direction of Irene Fountas and Gay Su 

Pinnell, confirms the reading gains for students enrolled in Leveled Literacy 

Intervention (LLI) K–2 in school districts across the United States and 

Canada since 2009. Data on student demographics, teacher experience, 

implementation parameters, and performance data for LLI students 

was self-reported and analyzed by the researchers. Each student’s 

reading progress was determined by looking at their pre- and post-LLI 

instructional reading levels (ranging from Pre-A to Z) on the F&P Text Level 

Gradient™.  

Students varied widely by geographic area, age, and degree to which they 

were reading below grade level. Overall, researchers found that these LLI 

students were gaining twice the amount of reading progress in half the 

time when compared with typical reading progress (Fountas and Pinnell 

10-Month Instructional Level Goals). For example, in Denver Public Schools 

during the 2009-2010 school year, 85.8% of LLI students demonstrated 

an instructional reading level at least three levels higher than their pre-LLI 

levels and 25.8% of the LLI students had advanced their reading skills 

seven or more levels. 

READ THE FULL REPORTS 
AT FOUNTASANDPINNELL.COM

Visit fountasandpinnell.com for the results of the complete 

Heinemann Data Collection Project.  

“ Progress is not enough; struggling readers need to 

make faster progress than their peers—that is the whole 

purpose of intervention.”   —Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell
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OFF-SITE  

ONLINE

FIND OUT MORE

Expertise

All of Fountas & Pinnell’s 

books, resources, and systems 

are deeply rooted in teacher 

professional development. The 

following professional learning 

opportunities are available to 

further develop the teaching craft 

and foster a climate of collegiality 

and community.

Multi-Day Institutes for LLI
Multi-Day Institutes are developed by Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell and provide 

extensive insight into Leveled Literacy Intervention and a deeper understanding of 

literacy teaching. 

TWO CONSECUTIVE MULTI-DAY INSTITUTES

FOUNTAS & PINNELL LEVELED LITERACY INTERVENTION 
GRADES K–5, LEVELS A–W
Check our website for dates and locations.

• Institute 1: Intervening for Literacy Success with Primary Students 

Grades K, 1, and 2 (Levels A–N/Orange, Green, and Blue)

• Institute 2: Intervening for Literacy Success with Intermediate, Middle, and 

Secondary Students  

Grades 3, 4, and 5 (Levels L–W/Red, Gold, and Purple)

On-Demand Mini-Courses and 
Webinar Series
ON-DEMAND MINI-COURSES 
Heinemann PD Services is now offering On-Demand Mini-Courses, providing a self-

paced option to explore the foundational ideas behind Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su 

Pinnell’s work. These online courses are developed by The Lesley University Center 

for Reading Recovery® and Literacy Collaborative (CRRLC).

NEW! NOW AVAILABLE ON-DEMAND:

• The F&P Text Level Gradient™: Using Fountas & Pinnell Resources to Match 

Books to Readers / Grades K–8

• Introducing Texts Effectively in Guided Reading Lessons / Grades K–8

• Thinking and Talking About Books Across the Day: Creating a  

Community of Readers / Grades K–8

WEBINAR SERIES 
Led by Fountas & Pinnell-trained consultants, these Webinar Series consist 

of four interactive sessions that include discussions with the presenter, video 

demonstrations, and course materials that support session objectives. Resources 

studied in this online PD curriculum currently include the Fountas & Pinnell 

Benchmark Assessment System, Guided Reading, The Fountas & Pinnell Literacy 

Continuum, Phonics Lessons, Word Study Lessons, and When Readers Struggle.

Fountas & Pinnell 
PD Services

“ School districts 

seeking to close 

the achievement 

gap must consider 

good classroom 

teaching, meaningful 

assessment, 

multiple layers of 

internvention, and the 

ongoing development 

of highly qualified 

teachers.”
—Irene C. Fountas 

and Gay Su Pinnell

For complete details on all Fountas 
& Pinnell Professional Development 
options go to Heinemann.com/
fountasandpinnell/pd or call 
1-800-541-2086, ext. 1402.



SAVE 20% ON LLI 
PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT IF 
YOU PURCHASE THE 
LLI PRODUCT AT THE 
SAME TIME.
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ON-SITE  

JOIN THE COMMUNITY TODAY!           

Join the new Fountas & Pinnell 
Literacy™ Community for free at 

fountasandpinnell.com and receive 

exclusive access to members-only 

content and events, such as:

•  Exclusive, members-only Webinars hosted 

by Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell

•  Daily Lit Bits to sharpen your practice and 

spark professional conversations

•  Consultant-led Discussion Board to build 

community through in-depth reflection and 

discussion

•  Instructional tools from the Resource 

Library to extend your expertise

•  Study Guides designed for deep exploration 

and understanding of Fountas and Pinnell 

professional 

books

•  Early access 

to professional 

development 

events in your 

area.

Make fountasandpinnell.com your 

daily literacy retreat to reflect, 

recharge, research, and redefine your 

literacy instruction.

Become a member of 
the Fountas & Pinnell 
Literacy™ Community

School-Based Seminars
These on-site School-Based Seminars are developed by Fountas and 

Pinnell and delivered by knowledgeable, experienced consultants who 

have been selected and trained by the authors.

LEVELED LITERACY INTERVENTION SEMINARS
• Professional Development for Leveled Literacy Intervention  

Primary, Grades K–2 / Orange, Green, and Blue systems

• Professional Development for Leveled Literacy Intervention 

Intermediate, Middle/High School,  

Grades 3–12 / Red, Gold, Purple, and Teal systems

• Role of the Administrator in the Implementation of Leveled Literacy 

Intervention (LLI)

FOUNTAS & PINNELL LITERACY™ RESOURCE SEMINARS
• Professional Development for the Fountas & Pinnell Benchmark  

Assessment System 1 & 2, Grades K–8

• Professional Development for the Fountas & Pinnell Sistema de 

evaluación de la lectura, Grados K–2

• Role of the Administrator in the Implementation of the Fountas & 

Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System

• Genre Study, Grades K–8

• Introduction to The Fountas & Pinnell Literacy Continuum,  

Grades PreK–8

• Literacy Beginnings, Grades PreK–K

• Teaching for Comprehending and Fluency, Grades K–8

• When Readers Struggle, Grades K–3

• Guided Reading, Second Edition, Grades K–6

• Guiding Readers and Writers, Grades 2–8+

• Phonics Lessons and Word Study Lessons, Grades K–3 



Join the Fountas & Pinnell Literacy™ Community and be part of the conversation.

Irene C. Fountas  
is a professor at Lesley 
University in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. She has been 
a classroom teacher, language 
arts specialist, and consultant 
in school districts across the 
nation and abroad. She is the 
recipient of the Greater Boston 
Council and the International 
Reading Association’s Celebrate 
Literacy Award as well as being 
named the first recipient of the 
Marie M. Clay Endowed Chair. 
Currently, she directs field-
based literacy research projects 
and the Literacy Collaborative 
at Lesley University. She 
continues to publish resources 
for comprehensive literacy 
programs that quickly become 
staples for literacy instruction 
across the country.

Gay Su Pinnell 
is Professor Emeritus in 
the School of Teaching and 
Learning at The Ohio State 
University. She has extensive 
experience in classroom 
teaching and field-based 
research, and in developing 
comprehensive approaches to 
literacy education. She received 
the International Reading 
Association’s Albert J. Harris 
Award for research in reading 
difficulties, the Ohio Governor’s 
Award and the Charles A. Dana 
Foundation Award for her 
contributions to the field of 
literacy education, and most 
recently she was awarded The 
Ohio State University Alumni 
Association’s Alumni Medalist 
Award. She is a member of the 
Reading Hall of Fame. Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps

FountasandPinnell@FountasPinnell

Fountas & Pinnell Assessment
The Fountas & Pinnell Benchmark Assessment Systems are accurate 
and reliable tools to identify the instructional and independent reading 
levels of all students and document student progress through one-on-
one formative and summative assessments.

Fountas & Pinnell Classroom Resources 
Fountas & Pinnell Classroom Resources maximize student learning with 
systematic lessons, student books and materials, and powerful tools 
that guide teachers’ language and actions and support them in expert 
decision making for high-impact literacy instruction.

Fountas & Pinnell Intervention
Fountas & Pinnell Leveled Literacy Intervention is a short-term, 
supplementary intervention proven to bring struggling readers to 
grade-level competency with engaging leveled books and fast-paced, 
systematically designed lessons. 

Fountas & Pinnell Professional Books
Fountas & Pinnell Professional Books empower teachers with highly 
effective instructional procedures and the latest in literacy thinking to 
elevate their expertise and help build a community of skillful informed 
educators. 

Fountas & Pinnell Professional Development
Fountas & Pinnell Professional Development offers options and 
opportunities to further develop the teaching craft and foster a climate 
of collegiality and community through School-Based Seminars, Multi-Day 
Institutes, and Live Webinars.

fountasandpinnell.com
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The grade-level goals on the F&P Text Level Gradient™ are intended to
provide general guidelines, which should be adjusted based on
school/district requirements and professional teacher judgement.

© 2012 Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell

F&P TEXT LEVEL GRADIENT™

GRADE-LEVEL
GOALS

FOUNTAS & PINNELL
LEVELS

Kindergarten

Grade One

Grade Two

Grade Three

Grade Four

Grade Five

Grade Six

Grade Seven−Eight
High School/Adult

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z

LLI Orange SystemLevels A–E  

LLI Green SystemLevels A–K 

Levels C–N LLI Blue System

Levels L–Q LLI Red System

Levels O–T  LLI Gold System

Levels R–W LLI Purple System

Levels U–ZLLI Teal System

Fountas & Pinnell
Leveled Literacy Intervention
HELP STRUGGLING READERS AT EVERY AGE AND EVERY STAGE

K–12
The Fountas & Pinnell Leveled Literacy Intervention (LLI) is a powerful, short-term intervention, that 

provides daily, intensive, small-group instruction, which supplements classroom literacy teaching. 

LLI turns struggling readers into successful readers with engaging leveled books and fast-paced, 

systematically designed lessons. 

Fountas & Pinnell
Benchmark Assessment System
BASED ON THE F&P TEXT LEVEL GRADIENT™

Reliably identify the instructional and independent reading levels of all students through 

one-on-one formative and summative assessments. The Fountas & Pinnell Benchmark 

Assessment Systems provide teachers with precise tools and texts to observe and 

quantify reading behaviors, and use that data to plan responsive instruction. 

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z

Benchmark Assessment System 1Levels A–N  

Benchmark Assessment System 2 Levels L–Z



44

Since the LLI Green System covers levels A–K, can I just 

use it for both my Kindergarten and first grade children 

instead of purchasing the Orange System just for 

Kindergarten?

We do not recommend that. The LLI Orange System is 

specifically designed to help kindergarten children who are 

having difficulty in the beginning phases of learning to read 

and to prevent further difficulties by establishing a strong 

foundation in early literacy. 

Why is it important for kindergarten children to spend so 

much time at the beginning levels?  

The systematic approach of LLI is designed to prevent 

reading difficulties. As they begin to read, young children 

must acquire and bring together a range of very basic 

understandings; including:

• Hearing the sounds in words. They must become aware 

of the sounds (phonemes) in words in a general way, and 

then learn to hear and distinguish the individual sounds. 

The lessons in the LLI Orange System provide a systematic 

approach to the development of phonemic awareness at 

an intensity level designed to help children who are having 

difficulty hearing sounds in words.

•  Learning to look at letters. Before children can associate 

letters with sounds, he or she must be able to notice and 

use the features that make each letter distinctive. The 

task requires learning how to look at letters. This ability 

must become automatic. The LLI Orange System provides 

systematic, “hands on” instruction to help children learn 

how to look at letters.

•  Learning letter-sound relationships. At the same time they 

are learning how to hear sounds in words and recognize 

letters, children begin to make connections between letters 

and sounds (phonics). The LLI Orange System lessons 

provide systematic instruction to help children understand 

the relationships between consonants and sounds and to 

learn simple phonograms (with endings such as -an and -at).

•  Using letters and sounds to solve words. LLI provides 

a great deal of systematic instruction to help children 

understand how words are constructed using letters and 

letter patterns. They read and write words that are in 

continuous text. 

• Learning how print “works.” Concepts such as reading 

left to right, matching one spoken word with one print 

word and returning to the left margin at each new line 

must be understood before the early reader can work on 

complex print. The LLI Orange System provides 10 Getting 

Started Lessons of highly supportive shared reading, 

followed by several weeks of instruction at very simple 

text levels specifically designed to help young children 

develop automatic control of these important early 

reading behaviors.

•  Developing a core of high-frequency words. Knowing 

important high-frequency words automatically (such as 

the, and, is, and it) fuels reading and writing growth. The 

certainty of a known word makes it easier to monitor 

one’s reading, and frees attention for new words that are 

not yet known. The LLI Orange System provides for the 

systematic acquisition of over 50 high frequency words.

•  Understanding and using the structure of written 
language. Knowledge of language syntax (grammar) 

is a powerful source of information for beginning 

readers. Since written language patterns are somewhat 

different from spoken language, young readers need 

many opportunities to process simple sentences. Once 

they become aware of the language patterns in written 

sentences, they can make better predictions and can 

monitor their reading to be sure that it “sounds right.” 

The LLI Orange System provides for a great deal of 

practice reading stories and informational texts. 

•  Understanding simple stories and informational texts. 
Beginning readers need daily opportunities reading texts 

with familiar content and themes to experience excellent 

comprehension. The LLI Orange System provides highly 

engaging texts on topics that appeal to children with 

opportunities to extend their understanding of them 

through conversation, writing and drawing.

The LLI Orange System is especially designed to provide 

a firm foundation for beginning readers. The combination 

of instructional elements and engaging texts makes 

it possible to clear up basic confusions and to prevent 

reading difficulties in later grades.

Visit fountasandpinnell.com for answers to more  
Frequently Asked Questions about LLI.

LLI Orange System FAQ
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LLI Orange System Leveled Books (110 titles) 4 copies of each title 4-packs of individual title

10 Getting Started Lap Books 1 copy of each title Single copies available

Black-and-White Leveled Take-Home Books 6 copies of each title 6-packs of individual title

System Guide 1 copy Single copies available 

Lesson Guides, Volumes 1 & 2 1 copy of each Volume
Individual Volumes,  
or 2 Volume set

Prompting Guide, Part 1, for  
Oral Reading and Early Writing, K–8

1 copy Single copies available

Prompting Guide, Part 2, for Comprehension: 
Thinking, Talking, and Writing

1 copy Single copies available

When Reader’s Struggle: Teaching That Works, K–3 1 copy Single copies available

Professional Development Video unlimited access n/a

Tutorial Video unlimited access n/a

F&P Calculator/Stopwatch 1 calculator/stopwatch Single copies available 

My Writing Books 126 writing books 18-packs

Student Take-Home Bags 18 bags 6-packs 

Student Folders One 18-pack 18-packs

Lesson Folders 110 folders and labels 10-packs, folders only 

Online Data Management System 1-year subscription By annual subscription

Online Resources Unlimited access

LLI Orange Ready Resources 1 box Purchase by box

OPTIONAL PURCHASE OUTSIDE SYSTEM

LLI Reading Record App for iPads
Purchase through Apple iTunes Individually,  
or through Heinemann for institutional licensing

Fountas & Pinnell SELECT Collections
4 Collections, 25 titles each, 
purchase through Heinemann
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02/2017       MK-305



780325 0926909

90000 >
ISBN  978-0-325-09269-0

For current pricing and order information: 
Phone 800.225.5800 • Fax 877.231.6980 • fountasandpinnell.com

http://www.fountasandpinnell.com/default
http://www.heinemann.com/default.aspx



