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4-Day Classroom Planner

DAY 1: 

GET STARTED

DAY 2: 

EXPLORE OUR FAITH

DAY 3: 

EXPLORE OUR FAITH

DAY 4: 

MAKE IT YOUR OWN

Learning Goal: We 
are learning to identify 
the characteristics 
of the kingdom of God. 

Learning Goal: We are 
learning that the people 
who followed Jesus with 
an open heart recognized 
Him as the Messiah who 
brought the kingdom of 
God to Earth. 

Learning Goal: We are 
learning that God has a 
plan of salvation, which is 
a plan for our eternal life 
in Heaven. 

Learning Goal: We are 
learning that when we are 
worried, we should pray 
and know that God’s love 
and His kingdom are all 
around us. 

PROGRAM RESOURCES

• Student Book pp. 114–117
• Music: “The Kingdom

of God”
• LMs 3-2, 3-3

• Student Book p. 118
• Music: “The Kingdom

of God”

• Student Book pp. 119–121
• Music: “Jesus Is Our

Salvation”
• LM 3-4

• Student Book p. 122
• Music: “The Kingdom

of God”
• LM 3-3

OTHER MATERIALS

• Chart paper or interactive
whiteboard

• “I wonder…” chart
• Image of current

Commonwealth monarch
• Map of the United

Kingdom
• Student journals

• Chart paper or interactive
whiteboard

• Paper hearts in various
colours

• Pens, crayons, markers
• Student journals

• Art supplies for creating
stained glass illustrations
(paper in various sizes
and colours, paints,
markers, scissors, etc.)

• Chart paper or interactive
whiteboard

• Images of stained glass
• Student journals

• 2 clear bowls (2 L each)
• Chart paper or interactive

whiteboard
• Permanent markers
• Small smooth stones

(walnut size, to fi ll one
bowl)

• Student journals
• Transparency sheets cut

into small pieces
• Water
• Water-soluble overhead

markers

CHAPTER 7  LESSON 1  Student Book pages 114–122

What Is the Kingdom of God?

FOCUS QUESTION

What is God’s plan of salvation for us?
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Lesson 1 Learning Focus

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION EXPECTATIONS ASSESSMENT FOR 

LEARNING

SPECIFIC EXPECTATIONS DEMONSTRATION OF 

LEARNING 

BL2.1: Examine a selection of scripture 
passages to unfold the promise of eternal life 
(John 11:25, 26; John 10:27, 28; John 6:27; 
John 5:24; John 3:16; Romans 6:23) and the 
nature of the Kingdom of Heaven (parables—
Matt. 13; 18:23–35; 22:2–14; 25:1–13).

Students will
• describe, using scripture, how

God gave His only Son so
we could have eternal life
(John 3:16)

• describe how the kingdom of
God differs from an earthly
kingdom

• name the characteristics of the
kingdom of God

LC1.1: Identify through selected scripture 
passages (Old and New Testament) the 
names, images and symbols of the Church 
which describe its origin, foundation and 
mission in the plan of God’s salvation 
(1 Cor. 39; Rom. 11:13–26; Mt. 21:32–43; 
Isa. 51:7; Jn. 15:1–5; 1 Cor. 3:9; Mt. 21:42; 
Acts 4:11; 1 Pet. 2:7; Ps. 118:22; 1 Cor. 3:11; 
1 Tim. 3:15; Eph. 2:19–22; Rev. 21:3; 1 Pet. 
2:5; Rev. 21:1–2; Gal. 4:26; Rev. 12:17, 19:7, 
21:2, 21:9, 22:17; Eph. 5:25–26, 5:29; 
Jn. 10:1–10; Isa. 40:11; Ezek. 34:11–31; 
Jn. 10:11; 1 Pet. 5:4; Jn. 10:11–16). 
[CCC 748–769]

Students will
• explain, using scripture, that

the Church was established
to spread the Good News so
that every generation can learn
about God’s plan of salvation
(Matthew 28:18–20)

LS3.1: Examine a selection of Scripture 
passages to identify and describe God’s 
plan for salvation (e.g. Mk. 16:1; Jn. 1:12; 
Jn. 3:3-8, 16-18; Jn. 17:3; Jn. 14:6; Matt. 
10:32-33; James 2:14-26; Rom. 5:8) and to 
fi nd evidence that the Church’s mission is 
to spread the good news of Christ Jesus to 
all people (Matt. 28:16–20; Luke 4:16–40; 
Acts 1:8; Jn.20:21). [CCC 836–848; 
1213–1284]

Students will
• describe how people with an

open heart recognized Jesus
as the Messiah

• describe, naming key points
in scripture, God’s plan for our
salvation (Genesis 1:27; Isaiah
59:2; Micah 5:2; Luke 2:10–11;
Mark 1:14–15; John 14:5–6;
Matthew 28:18–19; Acts 2:4;
John 6:40)

• explain, using scripture, Jesus’
importance to God’s plan
for our salvation (Lk 2:10–12;
Mk 1:14–15; John 14:5–6;
Matt 28:18–20)

Note: Some expectations are partially covered; over the course of  the program, 

all expectations will be fully covered.

CHECKPOINTS

Student Book pp. 118, 122; TR pp. 26, 32–33

Checkpoint questions in the Student Book provide opportunities for students 
to explain their thinking, make inferences, and offer opinions about the content 
presented. Together with the classroom work in the lesson, they support learning 
for the unit inquiry task.

faith
 VOCABULARY/

TERMINOLOGY

• kingdom of God

• plan of salvation

• salvation
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CATHOLIC SCHOOL GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS

1. A Discerning Believer Formed in the Catholic Faith Community Who:

(a) Illustrates a basic understanding of the saving story of our Christian faith.
(c) Actively refl ects on God’s Word as communicated through the Hebrew and
Christian scriptures.
(i) Integrates faith with life.

2. An Effective Communicator Who:

(a) Listens actively and critically to understand and learn in light of gospel
values.

5. A Collaborative Contributor Who:

(g) Achieves excellence, originality, and integrity in one’s own work and supports
these qualities in the work of others.

CROSS-CURRICULAR CONNECTIONS

Language

• Oral Communication: Use speaking skills and strategies appropriately to
communicate with different audiences for a variety of purposes.

• Reading: Read and demonstrate an understanding of a variety of literary, graphic,
and informational texts, using a range of strategies to construct meaning.

• Writing:
– Generate, gather, and organize ideas and information to write for an intended

purpose and audience.
– Draft and revise their writing, using a variety of informational, literary, and

graphic forms and stylistic elements appropriate for the purpose and audience.

The Arts

• Visual Arts: Apply the creative process to produce a variety of two- and three-
dimensional art works, using elements, principles, and techniques of visual arts to
communicate feelings, ideas, and understandings.

A Moment of Refl ection

In a morning meditation given on November 13, 2014, Pope Francis gave 
a refl ection entitled In the Kingdom of God with 50 Cents in Their Pocket. 
In it, he speaks to the reality of the kingdom of God. It is not a big, fl ashy 
event, announcing its existence in pageantry and spectacle. Instead, it is 
something that is lived silently. It grows within us, in silence, through 
prayer, the sacraments, humility, and faith with perseverance.

Everyday holiness: that is really what the kingdom of God is about. It 
is not far from us; it is close. It is there every day. It is within. We must 
help cultivate it, within ourselves, for ourselves, and for others. To use the 
prayerful words of Francis:

Lord,
Grant us the grace of caring for the Kingdom of God that is within us 
and in the midst of us in our communities: caring with prayer, adoration, 
service in charity, silently. Let it grow within us, without boasting. May 
the Spirit come, change our souls and lead us forth in silence, in peace, 
in quiet, in closeness to God, to others, in adoration of God, without 
pageantry.
Amen.
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INFORMING YOUR FAITH AND
PREPARING TO SHARE YOUR FAITH

Background Information

• Jesus inaugurated the kingdom of God on Earth in compliance with the
Father’s will, which is to have all humans share in His divine life.
On Earth, this gathering is the Church, which is the seed and beginning
of the kingdom of God. Christ is the heart of the gathering. He is the
Word of God, He has established signs that manifest the reign of God,
and He has sent out His disciples to call all peoples to come together
around Him.

• Everyone is called to enter the kingdom of God. This was fi rst announced
to the children of Israel, who heard that the coming Messiah (which
means “anointed one”) would initiate a kingdom that would accept
people of all nations. God made a covenantal promise to King David: one
of His descendants would sit upon the throne of Israel forever. This was
the hope spoken of by the prophets to the Israelites, exiled in Babylon:
the Messiah would restore the fortunes of Israel, re-establish the throne,
and initiate the kingdom of God. While many Israelites believed that the
Messiah would be a political king, the prophets pointed to a king who
would be a suff ering servant: someone who would bring sight to the blind
and justice to the oppressed, set prisoners free, feed the hungry, and lift
up those who were bowed down (see Psalm 146:6–8).

• Jesus’ earthly life was devoted to enabling humans to recognize
the kingdom of God, enter it, and serve it. Throughout His life, He
proclaimed the kingdom, calling all to repent and believe the Good News
that was at hand. He manifested the signs of the kingdom in His teaching
and His healing. Jesus demonstrated that the kingdom belongs to all
people who have accepted it with humble and open hearts. People who
have sinned are invited to enter through conversion and repentance. God’s
great merciful love is a characteristic of the kingdom, and humans are
called to live this love every day.

• It was the Paschal Mystery—Jesus’ death on the cross and His
resurrection—that inaugurated the coming of the kingdom. However,
although the kingdom is both heavenly and earthly, it is not yet perfected
on Earth. Until humans have created a world where justice, love, and
holiness prevail, Earth and Heaven remain separated. Christ’s second
coming will initiate the kingdom of God fully revealed in its perfection,
when Heaven and Earth will be united once more.

Catechist Preparatory Documents

For more background on the preceding concepts, consult the following 
documents:

Catechism of the Catholic Church
• CCC 439–440 discusses the Messiah.

• CCC 541–556 discusses the kingdom of God.
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General Directory for Catechesis
• GDC 34–35 discusses the kingdom of God as it relates to catechesis.

Other Resources

• Pope Francis, Morning Meditation in the Chapel of the Domus Sanctae
Marthae, In the Kingdom of God with 50 Cents in Their Pocket (Rome,
13 November 2014), discusses the kingdom of God.

Introducing Chapter 7

Invite students to join you in prayer as you pray the Our Father. Open and 
close the prayer with the Sign of the Cross.

Ask students where, in the prayer, there is mention of the word kingdom. 
Tell students that when they pray, it is important that they understand the 
words they use. In this chapter, students will begin to develop a better 
understanding of what the kingdom of God means.

Have students turn to Student Book page 116 and read the Chapter 7 title, 
What Is the Kingdom of God? Direct students to fi nd a partner. Number 
off  each pair 1, 2, and 3. Each pair assigned number 1 will read and discuss 
their ideas pertaining to the fi rst prompting question on Student Book 
page 116 (What do I know about the kingdom of God?). Those assigned 
number 2 will read and discuss the second prompting question (How am 
I part of God’s kingdom?). Those assigned number 3 will read and discuss 
the third prompting question (Why is the kingdom of God important to 
me?). Students should record their ideas to be ready to share.

After some sharing time, call on student pairs to share their responses to 
their assigned question. Record students’ ideas on three pieces of chart 
paper and revisit these throughout Lesson 1, adding and revising as they 
learn more. Suggested responses could include the following:

1. What do I know about the kingdom of God? (The kingdom of God is
in Heaven; God is the ruler of the kingdom; it is peaceful; everyone
is kind.)

2. How am I part of God’s kingdom? (I have been baptized; I pray; I attend
Church; I try to be good to others and treat others well at all times.)

3. Why is the kingdom of God important to me? (It is important because
God is important; what belongs to God should also be important to me.)

Read the two paragraphs on Student Book page 116. Ask students if they 
would like to add any information to their charts. (the kingdom of God is 
everywhere God reigns, in Heaven and on Earth; it includes God’s plan to 
save us from sin and be with Him in Heaven; Christ started the kingdom of 
God on Earth; it is still growing on Earth, so we need to try to live a holy 
life every day to serve God in building His kingdom.)

Please note that the unit and 
chapter openers are meant to 
be short discussions, not full 
lessons.

TEACHING
TIP

ABC

Give students a copy of 
LM 3-2: Letter to Families 
to take home. It explains 
to parents and caregivers 
what their child will be 
learning in Unit 3, including 
how their child is called to 
use his or her gifts today 
to help God build His 
kingdom. The letter also 
encourages parents and 
caregivers to support their 
child’s learning at home. 
For more information on 
the letters to families, see 
At Home with Family on 
page 17 of the Introduction 
in this Teacher Resource.

At Home

with Family

re4_tr_u03_8th.indd   21re4_tr_u03_8th.indd   21 08/03/17   4:13 PM08/03/17   4:13 PM

sa
mple



22  Growing in Faith, Growing in Christ Grade 4 Teacher Resource
©P

Day 1: Get Started

Learning Goal: We are learning to identify the characteristics of the 
kingdom of God.

Before

Post the Learning Goal in the classroom and discuss with students what 
they will be learning about today.

Gather students in prayer. Begin and end with the Sign of the Cross. Pray:

Heavenly Father, you sent your only Son to bring your kingdom to Earth 
so that we might have eternal life with you in Heaven. Thank you for the 
gift of your Son. Help us to recognize the kingdom Jesus fi rst brought 
whenever we experience the love of others and for others. We ask this 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Display a picture of the current ruling monarch of the Commonwealth and 
a map of the United Kingdom. Lead a brief discussion about this ruler, 
using probing questions to fi nd out what students already know. Ask:

• Why might a country want a king or queen? (to be a leader, to keep them 
safe, to be a good example to people)

• What are the qualities of a good king or queen? (able to off er protection; 
to take care of the people in his or her kingdom; to speak with authority 
to other leaders; to give a country a sense of history and importance)

During

Direct students to the section on Student Book page 117, The Kingdom 
of God Is Not an Earthly Kingdom. Read the introductory paragraph and 
the fi rst column of the chart that describes earthly kingdoms. Ask students 
to describe the characteristics of earthly kingdoms in their own words. 
(They are led by humans, so they aren’t perfect; they may have wars; they 
only include people in that territory; people in them want to defend their 
territory; they can be overthrown; they do not last forever.)

Read the second column of the chart with students, emphasizing how 
God’s kingdom is diff erent. Lead a brief brainstorm with the class of 
words and phrases they can think of to defi ne the four key terms and what 
they mean about God’s kingdom. Record their responses on chart paper 
or an interactive whiteboard. (e.g., divine—holy, Heaven, like Jesus and 
God; spiritual—that feelings and thoughts are more important than things 
like what you own, people love and care for other people; universal—for 
everybody, everywhere, everyone is included and welcome, all people can 
call it home; eternal—forever, lasts forever) 

Invite students to think about what the kingdom of God feels like and 
looks like. Have them take a few moments to describe the kingdom of God 
in their own words or through images/sketches in their journals. Ask a few 
volunteers to share their ideas. (see: light, joyous people, prayer, saints; 

Explain to students that the ruling 
monarch of the Commonwealth 
is the queen or king of many 
independent countries, including 
the United Kingdom, Canada, 
Australia, New Zealand, South 
Africa, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka.

TEACHING
TIP

You may wish to briefl y share 
some real-life historical examples 
or show historical images to 
illustrate the points in the fi rst 
column of the chart.

TEACHING
TIP

Observe and listen to students to 
ensure they understand that the 
kingdom of God is not a place or 
a thing, but rather the presence 
of God in the world.

ASSESSMENT 
OPPORTUNITY

LANGUAGE
CONNECTION
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feel: love, joy, comfort, wonder, awe) Ensure students understand that the 
kingdom of God is not a place or a thing, but rather the presence of God 
in the world.

We Read the Bible Read aloud the passage from John 3:16 on Student 
Book page 117. Explain to students that perish means to die. Ask: 

• What does God want for us? (not to perish; to have eternal life)

• What does God do so that this may happen? (God gives His only Son to
the world)

• Why was this such a loving thing to do? (Jesus is God’s only Son; God
knew Jesus would die so that we could live forever)

Explain that Jesus is God’s love incarnate. Jesus reveals the Father and His 
love for us. God so wants us to be saved and to live eternally in Heaven that 
He sent Jesus to teach us how to live according to God’s plan and God’s 
will. God sent Jesus to bring the kingdom of God to us.

Play the song “The Kingdom of God.” Have students listen to the words 
and say what they think the song is about. Consider projecting the lyrics 
and discussing them with the class. Play the song again and have students 
join in. You may wish to play the music several times throughout the unit.

After

Have students begin to consolidate their learning by using the Frayer Model 
to organize their thinking. Distribute LM 3-3: The Kingdom of God to 
each student. 

Remind students that a Frayer Model is a graphic organizer that can be 
used to help them understand new vocabulary, a concept, or an idea. 
Explain to students that they will use the line master to begin to describe an 
understanding of the kingdom of God. Students can continue to revisit this 
organizer throughout the unit to refi ne their thinking.

Before they start LM 3-3, have students review what they read in the 
Student Book during class, and to recall the ideas added to the idea charts 
at the start of the lesson. Invite students to try writing a defi nition for 
kingdom of God in the upper left quadrant. Tell them this might be diffi  cult 
so early in the unit, but they will have a chance to revise and update their 
defi nition as they learn more. 

Next, have students think about the characteristics of the kingdom of God, 
and write down a few in the upper right quadrant of the line master. If 
necessary, prompt students to recall the chart on Student Book page 117 
comparing an earthly kingdom with God’s kingdom.

Finally, have students think about examples of what the kingdom of God is 
and what it is not (in the two lower quadrants). Have students think about 
what God’s kingdom would look like and how people would feel and act. 
Give students time to talk about their ideas before recording their thoughts 
on LM 3-3.

Ask: What did you learn today? Revisit the Learning Goal that you posted 
with students. 

Consider showing an example 
of a Frayer Model using a term 
or concept students are familiar 
with. Create one using a term 
from Unit 1 or 2, or source a 
readily available example online. 

TEACHING
TIP

We Read the 
Bible

Observe and conference with 
students as they complete 
their Frayer Model to assess 
their initial understanding of 
the kingdom of God. Provide 
additional support to students 
who experience diffi culty with 
the task.

ASSESSMENT 
OPPORTUNITY

Consider having students use 
single words and drawings to 
demonstrate their thinking on the 
Frayer Model graphic organizer.

DIFFERENTIATED
INSTRUCTIONDI
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Day 2: Explore Our Faith

Learning Goal: We are learning that the people who followed Jesus with 
an open heart recognized Him as the Messiah who brought the kingdom 
of God to Earth.

Before

Post the Learning Goal in the classroom and discuss with students what 
they will be learning about today.

Gather students in prayer. Begin and end with the Sign of the Cross. Pray:

Dear God, be with us today as we learn about your plan for our eternal 
happiness with you in Heaven. Open our hearts and minds so that we 
may better understand your limitless love for us. We ask this through 
Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Consider sharing the following story with students. Alternatively, choose a 
story with a similar message.

Susan Boyle was a Scottish singer who once appeared on a British 
television program for contestants who wanted to audition in the hope 
of eventually being named a new music star. When Susan took her place 
on the stage, she was 47 years old and she did not look like a glamorous 
new singing sensation. The panel of judges and the audience immediately 
assumed things about her based on her appearance. Before she sang, 
the judges asked her a few questions, which she answered with humour 
and confi dence. From audience reactions, it was clear that many people 
were thinking, “Who does this woman think she is?”

Then Susan began to sing “I Dreamed a Dream” from Les Misérables. 
The reaction of the judges and the audience changed immediately 
because Susan’s voice was so beautiful. People jumped to their feet to 
give her a standing ovation, clapping and cheering throughout the song. 
At the end of her performance, all the judges admitted their enormous 
surprise, and they acknowledged how skeptical they had been about 
Susan’s abilities. Everyone present that night had expected something 
very diff erent from this unknown person, and she certainly proved 
them wrong.

Invite students to think of other examples when people have had 
expectations of others that have proven to be wrong. These examples may 
be from personal experiences, stories, television shows, or movies. 
(For instance, this is a common theme in superhero movies, where the 
abilities of the hero are underestimated; we also see this in the classic 
“underdog” story.)

During

Remind students that we have been learning about the kingdom of God 
and that God’s kingdom is diff erent from an earthly kingdom. Have 
students recall the characteristics we used to describe a king or queen. 
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Explain to students that the Jewish people living in Jesus’ time were 
hoping for a very special king to come and rule over them. The name they 
gave to this king was the Messiah. Messiah means “the anointed one” 
because kings of the time were anointed with oil when they took the throne. 
There are many references to the Messiah in the Old Testament. During 
the time of Jesus, the Romans ruled the land of Israel. The people believed 
the Messiah would come and overthrow the Romans, restore Israel, 
and bring peace. The Jewish people expected the Messiah would be a 
descendant of the great Jewish King David. He would be a political leader 
who knew Jewish law and commandments very well. He would also be a 
great military leader and a judge of the people.

Read the following passage from Jeremiah 23:5–6 to illustrate the type 
of Old Testament stories that foretold the Messiah. Consider projecting 
the passage on an interactive whiteboard, or have students read along 
in a Bible.

Begin by saying, “A reading from the Prophet Jeremiah.”

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David 
a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall 
execute justice and righteousness in the land. In his days Judah will be 
saved and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which he will 
be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.”

After the reading say: “The Word of the Lord.” Prompt students to respond: 
“Thanks be to God.”

Explain that righteousness means to try to follow God’s laws and to do 
the right thing. Ask: What words would you use, based on the description 
of the Messiah and the scripture passage just read, to describe a Messiah? 
(someone who reigns as king, is wise, is just, brings peace, will save people 
and let them live in safety) Write students’ words and phrases on chart 
paper or an interactive whiteboard. 

Read Jesus Brings God’s Kingdom on Student Book page 118. Ask: 

• Based on what you know about Jesus’ birth and His family, why do you 
think people doubted Jesus was the Messiah? (Jesus was born into a poor 
family from Nazareth; people did not expect the great Messiah to begin 
His life being born in a stable to parents who were not wealthy.)

• What did they expect the Messiah would do? (take over from the Romans 
in charge; form an army or rebellion to push the Roman rulers out) 

• What did Jesus do that was unexpected? (He preached forgiveness and 
love; He welcomed outsiders.)

Explain to students that some people of the time could imagine the Messiah 
based only on their expectations of who He should be. They expected an 
earthly kingdom. Instead, Jesus brought God’s kingdom. Other people 
listened to Jesus with open hearts. Ask: What does it mean to listen with an 
open heart? (to be open to the unexpected; to allow yourself to be surprised 
because you do not judge others before knowing them)

People who listened with open hearts believed Jesus to be the Messiah.

We Read the 
Bible

Have students revisit Unit 2 
in the Student Book if they need 
to refresh their background 
knowledge about Advent.

TEACHING
TIP

LANGUAGE
CONNECTION
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After

Explain to students that when we judge others without knowing them, and 
when we have certain expectations and are not open to the unexpected, 
we can miss encounters with joy, encounters with others, and encounters 
with God.

Ask students to think quietly about a time they judged someone before 
getting to know him or her. Then ask students to think about a time they 
were critical of someone because they were judging that person based on 
their expectations. Remind students that they can ask God to help them 
keep an open heart, like the people who recognized Jesus as Messiah did 
though He was not what they expected. 

Distribute a paper heart to each student. Ask: What does it mean to have 
an “open heart”? (to be accepting, loving, not judging, generous) Students 
could write their own one-sentence response to this question on their paper 
heart. Have students add their name on the heart and decorate the heart if 
they wish. Tell students that the hearts are to serve as a reminder to always 
keep an open heart when we encounter others. 

Gather the class for prayer. Begin with the Sign of the Cross. Lead students 
in prayer, such as the following:

Dear God. 
We are the work of your hands. You created each of us with unique gifts 
and talents. You live within each of us. When we judge others and have 
unfair expectations of them, we are unable to truly know them. We also 
miss the opportunity to meet you in the other. Forgive me when I have 
unfairly judged others. Help me to have an open heart like the people 
who recognized Jesus as the Messiah. Help me to recognize you in others 
so you may use me to build your kingdom on Earth.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Following the prayer, invite students to put their hearts around the Prayer 
Table or in a decorative jar to be placed on the Prayer Table. If they wish, 
they can add their own very short prayer to the heart fi rst. Play “The 
Kingdom of God” and have students sing along. Close with the Sign of 
the Cross.

Checkpoint Direct students to the Checkpoint questions on Student Book 
page 118 and lead a review. Have students individually note responses in 
their journals.

1. What is the kingdom of God? (It is everywhere that God reigns on Earth 
and in Heaven; it is a kingdom of love and care for us; it includes God’s 
plan to save us and welcome us to eternal life in Heaven.)

2. What are the characteristics of the kingdom of God? (It is divine, 
spiritual, universal, and eternal.)

3. What two things did Jesus preach about the kingdom of God? 
(forgiveness and love)

Checkpoint questions provide 
an opportunity to assess 
students’ knowledge of the 
content addressed in the 
previous section of the Student 
Book. Listen to student 
responses in discussions and 
conference with students about 
their written work.

ASSESSMENT 
OPPORTUNITY
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Refl ect and Connect

Ask: What did you learn today? Revisit the Learning Goal that you posted 
with students. 

Ask: What is the message in this lesson that relates to the Learning Goal? 
(Answers should refer to the importance of having an open heart; when 
we judge other people, it is often because we do not take the time to 
know them.)

Have students imagine they lived during the time of Jesus and were one 
of those who recognized Jesus as the Messiah, the Anointed One. Ask 
students to imagine they returned home to tell their parents they had seen 
and heard the Messiah. Ask:

• What might you tell your parents?

• Why do you believe Jesus is the Messiah?

• How would you describe the way Jesus makes you feel?

• Why did you choose to open your heart to Jesus when others did not?

Students may work with a partner to formulate responses to each question. 
Allow students to share their thinking with the class. Students may 
then choose to respond to the questions in their journals, or to write a 
diary entry.

Day 3: Explore Our Faith

Learning Goal: We are learning that God has a plan of salvation, which is 
a plan for our eternal life in Heaven. 

Before

Post the Learning Goal in the classroom and discuss with students what 
they will be learning about today.

Explain to students that we have many identities. For example, if asked, 
“Who are you?” students might answer that they’re a brother, a sister, a 
son, a daughter, a friend, a teammate, and so on. Have students close their 
eyes and spend a moment in quiet refl ection to begin this day. Ask students 
to see in their mind all their diff erent identities, moving slowly from 
visualizing one to visualizing the next. After a few moments, invite some 
students to share the identities they visualized.

Tell students that you want to focus for a moment on one identity: what it 
means to be a student. Ask: 

• What do you think your teachers and your parents/caregivers hope for 
you as a student? (to try your best; to work hard; to develop good study 
skills; to achieve good grades) 

• What is the word to describe these “hopes” for you? (expectations)

LANGUAGE
CONNECTION
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• What do you think teachers and parents/caregivers might do to help 
students meet expectations when that is hard to do? (seeing the teacher 
for extra help, setting up a study schedule at home, reducing the amount 
of time playing video games, having a tutor)

Now tell students that you want to focus on their identity as a child of God. 
Ask: What do you think God expects of you? (God wants to be known and 
loved; God wants students to love themselves and others) 

Explain that God created us with free will. That means that He hopes we 
will always seek to be in relationship with Him and will always choose 
the loving thing to do, but doing that is ultimately our choice. Ask: What 
actions might we take when we “choose love”? (We treat people with 
kindness; we do good; we use our words to build people up; we pray; 
we care for creation.)

Have students recall what they have been learning about the kingdom of 
God. Encourage them to refer back to their Frayer Model or the chart on 
Student Book page 117. Remind students that in God’s kingdom, the focus 
is on helping people grow in faith and love (because God’s kingdom is 
spiritual). Also, the hope is that, when we die, we will join God in God’s 
kingdom in Heaven (because God’s kingdom is eternal). 

Explain that when we fail to meet the expectations that our parents/
caregivers have for our success at school, our parents and teachers create a 
plan for our success. Similarly, we sometimes fail to make choices that help 
us grow in faith and love. However, because God wants us to be saved and 
to be happy forever in Heaven, He too has created a plan for us.

During

Have students turn to God’s Plan for Our Salvation on Student Book 
page 119. Read the opening paragraphs. Point out that when parents/
caregivers and teachers have a plan for students’ success at school, 
students can sit with these adults to learn how they can participate in that 
plan. Ask: How can we learn about God’s plan of salvation? (by reading 
scripture; by following the example of Jesus; by going to Mass; by learning 
from others in the Christian community)

Have students look at the images in Our Journey to Salvation on Student 
Book pages 119–121. Engage in a picture walk with students, starting with 
the sacred story of Adam and Eve, meant to show that human beings chose 
to disobey God.

Ask students what images are familiar to them. Explain that God has been 
revealing the plan of salvation since the fi rst time humans stumbled and 
chose to live in a way not according to God’s will. God’s plan is revealed 
to us in scripture, in the life and teachings of Jesus, and in the continued 
witness of the Church here on Earth.

Distribute copies of LM 3-4: God’s Plan for Our Salvation, and display a 
copy on a computer or an interactive whiteboard. Point out to students that 
there are nine points along the timeline that help to describe God’s plan of 
salvation. Organize students into nine groups. Assign each group one point 
along the path and then have the groups, using LM 3-4 as an organizer, 
plan a presentation about their subject for the class. 

Spend time, as needed, to ensure 
that students understand what 
salvation means. Invite a student 
or two to read aloud the defi nition 
in the book. Add that salvation is 
like divine health, and that Jesus 
is the eternal source of this gift.

TEACHING
TIP

Salvation history is often 
thought of as occurring in four 
stages. Students will learn about 
this in more detail in future 
grades. The four stages are: 
God Offers Salvation; Salvation 
Is Accomplished in Jesus Christ; 
The Holy Spirit Continues the 
Work of Salvation and the 
Building of the Church; and 
Salvation Is Completed in the 
Church, the Body of Christ.

TEACHING
TIP

THE ARTS
CONNECTION
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For the illustration to accompany each presentation, tell each group that 
the image should be one that helps the class remember the key information 
of the subject that is part of God’s plan of salvation. Conference with each 
group to have them explain their choice of illustration as it relates to God’s 
plan of salvation. The illustration should be created in a stained glass style.

Show a selection of images of Christian stained glass to the class, 
choosing examples with identifi able religious images and which are not 
too intricate. Ask students to describe some common features of this style 
of stained glass (e.g., bright colours, heavy black outlines, fi elds of colour 
broken up by geometric shapes, variations in a single colour). Use the 
common features identifi ed by students to co-construct success criteria 
for a stained glass representation of the events.

Allow groups suffi  cient time to create their illustrations, and have the 
groups post their part of God’s plan of salvation on a wall in the class. 
If time permits, invite some groups to present orally to the class.

After

Direct students’ attention to Student Book page 117 again to return their 
focus to what has been learned thus far about the kingdom of God:

• The kingdom of God is created and ruled by God. It is divine.

• The kingdom of God is not about land, power, or politics. It is spiritual.

• The kingdom of God includes everyone on Earth. It is universal.

• The kingdom of God has no end. It is everlasting.

Words to Inspire Read aloud the quote from St. John Paul II on Student 
Book page 121. Explain that today we have learned about God’s plan of 
salvation. Ask students to say in their own words what the plan of salvation 
means. (It is a gift of love from God so that we may be saved from sin 
and have eternal life with God in Heaven.) God builds the kingdom as 
more people live according to God’s will. Tell students that St. John Paul II 
is saying that when everyone lives according to God’s will, the kingdom of 
God will have fully come. It will be fully experienced by all people of good 
will. The kingdom of God will be on Earth as it is in Heaven.

Play the song “Jesus Is Our Salvation.” Have students listen to the words 
and say what they think it is about. Play the song again and have students 
join in.

Conclude the class in prayer. Have students close their eyes while you 
pray the Our Father slowly. Remind students that Jesus gave us this prayer 
to teach us how to pray to our Heavenly Father (Matthew 6:5–15; Luke 
11:1–13). In this prayer, Jesus also teaches us what God hopes for us and 
how we are to live according to God’s will. Encourage students to enter 
more deeply into the prayer experience by silently focusing on the meaning 
of each word and each phrase. When leading the prayer, say each line 
slowly, pausing for breath before saying the next line. Open and close the 
prayer with the Sign of the Cross.

Refl ect and Connect

Ask: What did you learn today? Revisit the Learning Goal that you posted 
with students.

Students will have seen 
examples of stained glass in 
earlier grades (for instance, 
the Grade 3, Unit 3 Student Book, 
pages 101–103). Alternatively, 
fi nd examples online and 
consider projecting these.

TEACHING
TIP

Provide a template for students 
who fi nd the design element too 
challenging.

DIFFERENTIATED
INSTRUCTIONDI

Observe and listen to students 
as they work on their illustrations 
to assess their understanding of 
the key scripture passages that 
identify and describe God’s plan 
for salvation.

ASSESSMENT 
OPPORTUNITY

In the quotation from St. John 
Paul II, manifestation means 
something that is shown or made 
visible. Realization means the 
fulfi llment of something desired 
or anticipated.

TEACHING
TIP
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Have students refl ect on God’s plan of salvation. Ask: What did you learn 
about God today? (God loves us very much; God has a plan so that we will 
be saved from sin and live eternally in Heaven) 

Have students write a prayer of thanksgiving to God in their journals.

Day 4: Make It Your Own

Learning Goal: We are learning that when we are worried, we should pray 
and know that God’s love and His kingdom are all around us.

Before

Post the Learning Goal in the classroom and discuss with students what 
they will be learning about today.

Read the following passage from Mark 14:32–36, leading students in 
making the Sign of the Cross before and after. Begin with: “A reading from 
the holy Gospel according to Mark.” Students respond: “Glory to you, 
O Lord.”

They went to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, 
“Sit here while I pray.” He took with him Peter and James and John, and 
began to be distressed and agitated. And he said to them, “I am deeply 
grieved, even to death; remain here, and keep awake.” And going a 
little farther, he threw himself on the ground and prayed that, if it were 
possible, the hour might pass from him. He said, “Abba, Father, for you 
all things are possible; remove this cup from me; yet, not what I want, but 
what you want.”

End with: “The Gospel of the Lord.” Students respond: “Praise to you, Lord 
Jesus Christ.” Play “The Kingdom of God” and have students sing along.

Explain that this passage is part of the Passion of the Lord and is read on 
Passion Sunday (or Palm Sunday). Reread the passage again. Then ask:

• How do you think Jesus is feeling? (distressed, agitated, deeply grieved; 
students might say scared, worried, or upset)

• Why do you think so? What is about to happen to Jesus? (Jesus knows 
He is about to be arrested and put to death; He knows the people will 
turn against Him.)

• What does Jesus do? (Jesus asks Peter, James, and John to stay awake 
and He prays to His Father.)

Explain that Jesus hopes God can change events so He will not need to 
suff er. But Jesus prays, “Yet, not what I want, but what you want.” Jesus 
recognizes God has sent Him to complete a mission on Earth, and Jesus 
must continue that mission, even if this causes Him to feel worried and 
afraid. When Jesus is worried, He prays and focuses on God’s will.

LANGUAGE
CONNECTION

We Read the 
Bible
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Explain to students that to feel worried is a very natural emotion. Everyone 
worries about something at some time. Say, for example, that it is not 
uncommon for students to worry that

• they might not be prepared to write a test

• they might not have someone to play with at recess

• they might be afraid of the dark in a friend’s house at a sleepover

• a family member might become very sick

Remind students that they have likely learned strategies they can use when 
they feel worried.

Have students work with a partner to brainstorm what students can do 
when they feel worried. Call on students to share their strategies and 
record these on chart paper. Answers might include talking to a trusted 
adult, talking to a friend, praying like Jesus did, praying with an openness 
to experiencing God in silence, using Christian meditation, enjoying a 
favourite activity, listening to music or drawing, doing exercise.

Tell students they will now learn what Jesus suggests we do when we 
feel worried.

During

Focus on Scripture Direct students to the Focus on Scripture feature on 
Student Book page 122. Read the feature, which focuses on an excerpt 
from Matthew 6:25–33. Have students recall what it means when we say 
people are righteous (it means they are trying to follow God’s laws and do 
the right thing). Jesus is teaching us that when we worry, we should focus 
on the kingdom of God and on receiving God’s love. Ask:

• When we worry, what should we fi rst believe about God? (believe in 
God’s amazing power, goodness, and plan of salvation for us)

• If we believe in God’s grace, goodness, and plan for us, then what should 
we do? (focus on living according to God’s will; doing our best to be 
righteous—to follow God’s laws and do the right thing; turn toward 
God and open ourselves to God’s love and God’s will; share God’s love 
with others)

Explain to students that when we worry we can pray to God and focus on 
God’s love for us and on doing His will. This will help to bring us peace 
and let us experience the kingdom of God all around us.

Prepare two bowls (about 2 L in volume) to set on a table in the classroom. 
Ideally, both bowls should be clear, like glass measuring bowls. Fill 
one bowl with water, and fi ll the other bowl with small smooth stones 
(each about the size of a walnut, bought at a craft store or collected 
from outside). 

Have students work with a partner to answer the following questions:

• What are the qualities of water? (e.g., still, peaceful, clear, cool, 
cleansing, pure)

To support mental well-being, 
it is helpful to normalize feelings 
of worry for students. Worry 
becomes problematic when it 
interferes with daily activities. 
Identify the support persons 
in the school who can support 
students in these cases. 

TEACHING
TIP

Strategies that students might 
have learned are those in Family 
Life and Health and Physical 
Education curricula.

TEACHING
TIP

We Read the 
Bible

Observe and listen as students 
discuss to assess their 
understanding of how God can 
help them when they worry.

ASSESSMENT 
OPPORTUNITY
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• What are the qualities of the stones? (e.g., strong, solid, smooth, hard to 
break, cool, heavy)

Invite students to share their ideas with the class.

Explain that some of the qualities described will be used to help turn the 
water and stones into symbols of prayer to help students remember what 
to do when they feel worried. Distribute to each student a small piece of 
transparency and water-soluble markers. Instruct students to write on the 
transparency, in only a few words (or using a symbol if they want privacy), 
one thing that is currently a worry to them. Students do not need to share 
this worry with anyone.

Explain to students that the water and the stones will help them understand 
the power of prayer when they are worried. Ask:

• Think of the qualities of the stones. How can the stones represent the 
power of prayer? (stones are strong; they have weight in our hands; they 
are easy to hold onto; when we are worried, we can hold onto prayer and 
feel the strength it brings us)

• Think of the qualities of water. How can water represent the eff ects of 
prayer? (water is pure and cleansing; when we off er our worries to God 
in prayer and focus on God’s will so that He can build the kingdom 
through us, we feel God’s love; God’s love washes away our worry and 
brings us peace)

Remind students that when Jesus was worried, He prayed to His Abba, 
Father, for strength. Jesus taught us to do the same. Together pray the 
Our Father. After the prayer, have students each bring their transparency 
to the bowl of water and dip it in. They will focus on God’s love and 
God’s will and watch their worry wash away in the waters of prayer. Then 
they will choose a stone from the bowl. Remind students to notice the 
weight and the strength of the prayer in their hand as they return silently 
with it to their seat. Instruct students to wait quietly at their seats, holding 
their stone in their hands, until all students have had an opportunity to 
wash their worries away in the love of God.

Gather students in prayer and pray the Our Father together. Begin and end 
with the Sign of the Cross.

After

Display the large Frayer Model from Day 1 at the front of the class. Ask 
students to refer to their LM 3-3: The Kingdom of God. Have students 
work with a partner to review what they learned in the Student Book 
this week. Invite students to add anything to the Frayer Model about the 
kingdom of God if they would like to.

Checkpoint Direct students to the Checkpoint questions on Student Book 
page 122 and review as a class.

1. What does salvation mean? (it is God’s gift to us of new life, healing, 
and forgiveness)

Reassure students that what 
they choose to write on the 
transparency about a thing that 
is worrying them is private. They 
are to consider this personal 
information not to be shared with 
their classmates, and all students 
should respect each other’s 
privacy.

RESPONDING TO
   SENSITIVE TOPICS
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2. What is God’s plan of salvation? (It is God’s plan to save us from our 
sins because God loves us. If we follow God’s plan and live our lives as 
Jesus taught, we will arrive at eternal life with God in Heaven. God’s 
plan of salvation is revealed to us in scripture. The Church teaches each 
generation God’s plan and how to live according to God’s will.)

3. How is Jesus important to God’s plan for our salvation? (From the 
timeline, we learn that God sent Jesus to be the Messiah, the Saviour 
of all people. Jesus brings the kingdom of God to Earth for all to 
experience. Jesus saves us all from sin through His life and death and 
through His mission and message. Jesus establishes the Church and 
gives it the mission to spread the Good News to teach each generation 
about God’s plan of salvation. Through Jesus’ death, sin is conquered 
and through His resurrection, the consequences of death are conquered.) 

After the discussion, have students write a response in their journals.

Refl ect and Connect

Ask: What did you learn today? Revisit the Learning Goal you posted 
with students.

To refl ect on what they have learned in Lesson 1, have students brainstorm 
responses to the following question: How do I experience God’s saving love 
each day? (e.g., when the Church teaches me about God’s plan of salvation; 
when I focus on God’s love in prayer; when I do God’s will by following 
God’s laws and doing the right thing; when I love and am loved by others) 

Have students think to themselves about one word that will help them to 
remember how they can experience God’s saving love each day. Have them 
write this word on their stone with a permanent marker and then explain 
in their journals their choice of word. Students might fi nd it helpful to use 
sentence starters, such as the following: 

To remember God’s saving love each day I will think of the word… 

This will help me to remember that…

Enrich and Extend

Partner with a younger class in the school. Explain to students that they 
will be representatives of God’s love for these younger students.

Ask the class to brainstorm how they might be of service to these younger 
students. For example, they might commit to helping the students improve 
their reading skills, or to organizing games for the students once a week 
and modelling how to play well together. Alternatively, the classes might 
decide to clean up the playground together or organize a small service 
project within the school or community based on need.

Students should be able to articulate why the action they choose would be 
pleasing to God (according to God’s will) and how it would enable them to 
spread God’s love to others. 

Checkpoint questions provide 
an opportunity to assess 
students’ knowledge of the 
content addressed in the 
previous section of the Student 
Book. Listen to student 
responses in discussions and 
conference with students about 
their written work.

ASSESSMENT 
OPPORTUNITY

Consider inviting students to 
place their stone on the Prayer 
Table to serve as a reminder of 
God’s saving love. Alternatively, 
students could take their stones 
home to hold during prayer to 
remind them of God’s saving 
love and of the importance of 
always striving to do God’s will. 

TEACHING
TIP

LANGUAGE
CONNECTION
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4-Day Classroom Planner

DAY 1: 

GET STARTED

DAY 2: 

EXPLORE OUR FAITH

DAY 3: 

EXPLORE OUR FAITH

DAY 4: 

MAKE IT YOUR OWN

Learning Goal: We are 
learning that scripture 
teaches us about the 
kingdom of God. 

Learning Goal: We are 
learning that Baptism is a 
sign that we are entering 
the kingdom of God. 

Learning Goal: We are 
learning how we can bring 
the “living water” (love) 
of Christ to others when 
we work for justice in our 
world.

Learning Goal: We are 
learning that people can be 
baptized at different ages, 
but Baptism can occur 
only once and must be in 
the proper form.

PROGRAM RESOURCES

• Student Book p. 123
• Music: “Jesus Is Our 

Salvation”; “Open My 
Heart to Your Love” 
(Christian meditation 
music)

• Student Book pp. 124–125
• Music: “The Kingdom 

of God”
• LM 3-5

• Student Book pp. 126–131
• Music: “I Hear His Voice” 

(Christian meditation 
music)

• LM 3-6

• Student Book p. 132
• LM 3-5

OTHER MATERIALS

• Chart paper or interactive 
whiteboard

• Drawing paper, or 
parchment, and pencils 
to create a scroll

• Student journals

• Bibles
• Chart paper or interactive 

whiteboard
• Holy water
• Student journals 
• Student K–W–L chart
• Teacher K–W–L chart

• Chart paper or interactive 
whiteboard

• Student journals

• Chart paper or interactive 
whiteboard

• “I wonder…” chart
• Photos from local church 

of water use in the liturgy 
(optional)

• Student journals 
• Writing paper (optional)

CHAPTER 7  LESSON 2  Student Book pages 123–132

We Enter the Kingdom of God 
at Baptism

FOCUS QUESTION

How does Baptism prepare us to participate in the kingdom 
of God?
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faith
 VOCABULARY/
              TERMINOLOGY

• sacraments
• sacramentals
• solidarity
• stewardship

Lesson 2 Learning Focus

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION EXPECTATIONS ASSESSMENT FOR 

LEARNING

SPECIFIC EXPECTATIONS DEMONSTRATION OF 

LEARNING 

BL2.1: Examine a selection of scripture 
passages to unfold the promise of eternal life 
(John 11:25, 26; John 10:27, 28; John 6:27; 
John 5:24; John 3:16; Romans 6:23) and the 
nature of the Kingdom of Heaven (parables—
Matt. 13; 18:23–35; 22:2–14; 25:1–13).

Students will
• examine scripture passages 

to learn about the nature of 
God’s kingdom (1 Chronicles 
29:11–12; Luke 4:16–22)

CL1.3: Link the Sacraments of Initiation and 
Reconciliation to the seasons of the liturgical 
calendar (Advent, Lent, and Easter) and 
identify in the symbols of the sacraments 
and the seasons, signs of God’s presence 
(e.g. “I baptize you in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”). 
[CCC 1420–1470]

Students will
• describe the signs of God’s 

presence in the sacrament 
of Baptism when we enter 
God’s kingdom

CL3.3: Distinguish between ‘sacramentals’ 
and ‘sacraments’ and use symbols, words, 
gesture, prayer and music as sacramentals 
in the creation of a sacred space and ritual 
celebrations that focus on the seasons of the 
liturgical year. [CCC 1167–1179; 1168–1171]

Students will
• describe how water is a symbol 

in Baptism, and how blessed 
water is a sacramental used by 
the Church to remind us of our 
Baptism

LS2.2: Articulate the three essential elements 
which promote the common good (i.e. respect 
for the fundamental rights of the person; 
prosperity and the development of the 
spiritual and temporal goods of society; peace 
and security of societies and nations) and 
make connections through examples of how 
these improve the conditions of human life. 
[CCC 1877–1927]

Students will
• identify ways we are called 

to improve the conditions of 
human life

LS2.3: Identify and describe ways we are 
called as human beings to be responsible 
stewards who protect the environment and 
promote creation (i.e. natural ecological world 
in which we live) that has its origins in the 
creative will and purpose of God. 
[CCC 1877–1927]

Students will
• describe ways we can be 

responsible stewards of all 
creation

LS3.1: Examine a selection of Scripture 
passages to identify and describe God’s 
plan for salvation (e.g. Mk. 16:1; Jn. 1:12; 
Jn. 3:3–8, 16–18; Jn. 17:3; Jn. 14:6; Matt. 
10:32–33; James 2:14–26; Rom. 5:8) and to 
fi nd evidence that the Church’s mission is to 
spread the good news of Christ Jesus to all 
people (Matt. 28:16–20; Luke 4:16–40; Acts 
1:8; Jn.20:21). [CCC 836–848; 1213–1284]

Students will
• describe, using scripture, how 

Jesus is the Messiah, foretold 
by prophets, who brings the 
kingdom of God to Earth 
(Luke 4:16–22)

Note: Some expectations are partially covered; over the course of  the program, 

all expectations will be fully covered.
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CHECKPOINTS

Student Book pp. 123, 125; TR pp. 41, 45

Checkpoint questions in the Student Book provide opportunities for students 
to explain their thinking, make inferences, and offer opinions about the content 
presented. Together with the classroom work in the lesson, they support learning 
for the unit inquiry task.

MY FAITH JOURNEY 

Student Book p. 131; TR p. 49

The My Faith Journey question follows the fi ctional character story A Spring of 
Living Water. The question prompts students to connect the story themes and 
scenarios to their own lives and personally refl ect on their own growing faith. These 
questions not only support the Religious Education expectations but help students 
work toward achieving the Catholic School Graduate expectations and the Hope 
expectations in the RE policy document.

CHAPTER 7 GROWING IN FAITH  

Student Book p. 132; TR p. 53

Growing in Faith questions at the end of Chapter 7 prompt students to focus 
on the key learnings from the chapter and relate them to how we actively live 
out and deepen our faith. The questions not only demonstrate learning from the 
Religious Education expectations but also help students work toward achieving the 
Hope expectations in the RE policy document and the Catholic School Graduate 
expectations.

CATHOLIC SCHOOL GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS

1. A Discerning Believer Formed in the Catholic Faith Community Who: 

(a) Illustrates a basic understanding of the saving story of our Christian faith.
(c) Actively refl ects on God’s Word as communicated through the Hebrew and 
Christian scriptures.
(d) Develops attitudes and values founded on Catholic social teaching and acts 
to promote social responsibility, human solidarity and the common good.
(f) Seeks intimacy with God and celebrates communion with God, others and 
creation through prayer and worship.

3. A Refl ective, Creative and Holistic Thinker Who:

(b) Creates, adapts, evaluates new ideas in light of the common good.

CROSS-CURRICULAR CONNECTIONS

Language

• Reading: Read and demonstrate an understanding of a variety of literary, graphic, 
and informational texts, using a range of strategies to construct meaning.

Science and Technology

• Understanding Life Systems: Demonstrate an understanding of habitats and 
communities and the relationships among the plants and animals that live in them.

Family Life

• Created and Loved by God: Demonstrate an appreciation that humans have been 
created in the image of a loving God. 

• Living in the World: Appreciate that humans are called to image the love of God by 
caring for all of God’s gifts of creation.

A Moment of Refl ection

Consider the seal of Baptism, the indelible spiritual mark that identifi es the 
baptized as belonging to Christ. Of course this mark cannot be physically 
seen with our earthly eyes. But imagine, for a moment, what this mark 
might look like if we could actually view it. Would it be bright like a light 
shining in the darkness? Would it have shape, such as that of the cross? 
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Would it be washed clean, free from any stain of sin? Is it tattooed on the 
soul, eternal and everlasting? Does it look clean and pure?

This exercise in imagination can serve to remind us what an honour it is 
to carry the mark of Christ deep within our souls. This mark proclaims us 
as members of the Body of Christ, workers in the vineyard, which is the 
kingdom of God. 

Thank you, Jesus, for the incredible gift of Baptism, through which you 
have brought me in to share in the light of your love, washed clean and 
strengthened by the Holy Spirit and my membership in your Church. I 
am grateful to be marked with your seal. Help me to work so that your 
kingdom grows, so that others may enter into your Body, and so that we 
all refl ect the faith, hope, and love that symbolizes your kingdom. 
Amen.

INFORMING YOUR FAITH AND
PREPARING TO SHARE YOUR FAITH

Background Information

• Jesus established His Baptism as the gateway into Christian life. He 
began His own ministry by being baptized by John. Jesus, however, 
brings Baptism of the Holy Spirit. He established Baptism as initiation 
into Christian life when He told His disciples to go forth into the world, 
baptizing in the name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, 
preaching the Gospel and making disciples of all nations (see Matthew 
28:19–20). 

• Baptism purifi es, justifi es, and sanctifi es. Jesus conquered sin and death 
through His death and resurrection. However, until the earthly kingdom 
of God has been perfected, sin remains part of the human condition. 
Baptism remits (forgives and releases us from) original sin—that is, the 
sin of the Fall that marks all humanity. Baptism also remits all personal 
sin. At the moment of Baptism, the recipient is completely purifi ed to 
enter the kingdom of God. However, the consequences of sin remain in 
those who are baptized. Therefore, all humans have the temptation to sin 
and experience suff ering and death. Baptism provides the strength, faith, 
and hope we need to meet these challenges and resist giving in to sin. 

• Sanctifying grace makes the soul holy. The sanctifying grace of Baptism 
helps us to follow the promptings of the Holy Spirit, strengthen our 
faith, and grow in virtue. We become new people in Baptism as adopted 
children of God. This means we participate in God’s nature and become 
temples of the Holy Spirit. Baptism incorporates us into the Body of 
Christ, leaving an indelible seal on the soul that marks us as belonging to 
the Lord. We are fully incorporated when we are in a state of grace and 
persevere in acts of charity. We lose sanctifying grace when we commit 
serious sins.

• The Greek word baptizein means to “plunge” or “immerse.” Baptism 
uses water to symbolize that we are cleansed in Baptism and regenerated 
through the actions of the Holy Spirit. Our Church recognizes the 
Baptism of all Christian communities that baptize a person by immersing 
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her or him in or pouring water and use this formula: “I baptize you in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” A person who 
has received Baptism with water and the use of this formula in a diff erent 
Christian community and wants to become Catholic does not need to be 
rebaptized. If this formula is not used, the Baptism is considered invalid 
and the converting person will need to be baptized.

Catechist Preparatory Documents

For more background on the preceding concepts, consult the following 
documents:

Catechism of the Catholic Church
• CCC 547–549 discusses the Messianic signs of the kingdom.

• CCC 1218–1281 discusses Baptism.

General Directory for Catechesis
• GDC 38–48 discusses the revelation of God through His Word in relation 

to evangelization, referencing scripture and Christian initiation.

Other Resources

• Pope Francis, General Audience (Saint Peter’s Square, 13 November 
2013), discusses Baptism and the Creed.

• Pope Paul VI, Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation, Dei Verbum 
(Rome, 18 November 1965), discusses Sacred Scripture.

• Pope Paul VI, Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modern World, 
Gaudium Et Spes (Rome, 7 December 1965), discusses Christ as the 
revelation of God.

Day 1: Get Started

Learning Goal: We are learning that scripture teaches us about the 
kingdom of God.

Before

Post the Learning Goal in the classroom and discuss with students what 
they will be learning about today.

Gather students in prayer. Post the Prayer of St. Thomas Aquinas on chart 
paper or project it on an interactive whiteboard. Invite students to join in 
this prayer. Begin and end with the Sign of the Cross.

Grant me, O Lord my God,
a mind to know you,
a heart to seek you,
wisdom to fi nd you,
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conduct pleasing to you,
faithful perseverance in waiting for you,
and a hope of fi nally embracing you.
Amen.

Play the song “Jesus Is Our Salvation” and have students sing along.

Ask:

• Would you like the ability to foresee the future? If so, why?

• How could this ability help human communities? (Humans could learn 
if their present actions would harm the world in the future and therefore 
decide to change their ways now. If humans knew that something really 
special was to happen in the future, this could give them hope to endure 
present situations and work toward the fulfi llment of that future.)

Have students recall the name given to those in the Old Testament who 
had the ability to communicate God’s plan for the future (prophets). 
Remind students that the role of the prophets in the Old Testament was to 
teach people the will of God and the right way to live. The prophets warned 
people what would happen if they chose not to follow God’s will, and they 
helped people understand what future God promised to those individuals 
who remained faithful to God’s will.

Ask: What do you think the prophets teach us about God? (that God loves 
us; God wants us to be saved from sin and to live eternally in Heaven; we 
need to learn God’s plan for our salvation and live according to God’s will; 
God sends the prophets to teach us so we can be eternally happy with Him)

Have students think for a moment about their future with God—how 
beautiful and loving it would be. Have the class sit quietly for a very short 
silent meditation on the joyousness of that future.

During

Read the introductory paragraphs in the section What Scripture Tells Us on 
Student Book page 123. Remind students that God’s plan of salvation for 
us is that we will (if we choose to do so) have eternal life and joy with Him 
in His kingdom. This has been the teaching since Old Testament times.

We Read the Bible Direct students to the scripture (I Chronicles 29:11–
12) on Student Book page 123. Tell them that Old Testament writings 
were written on scrolls, continuous pieces of parchment. Rather than 
opening a book, like we open the Bible, people would unroll a scroll to the 
scripture passage they sought. A scroll had two handles that were used to 
roll the parchment so that the holy writing would not need to be touched 
by the hands of those holding the scroll. Scrolls are still used in Jewish 
synagogues today. 

Read the scripture. Ask students to identify language in the passage that 
describes a king or kingdom (greatness, power, glory, victory, majesty; 
kingdom; exalted; power and might; make great, give strength). Take a 
moment to talk about the meaning of some of the words that may be new 
to students (e.g., glory, majesty, exalted).

We Read the 
Bible

LANGUAGE
CONNECTION
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Ask: What language in the passage identifi es the subject as a heavenly 
kingdom and not just an earthly kingdom? (all that is in the heavens 
and on the earth is yours; exalted as head above all; to make great and to 
give strength to all)

Have students look at the account from the Gospel of Luke on Student 
Book page 123 about Jesus reading in the synagogue. Invite three students 
to take turns reading aloud one of the three paragraphs.

Several words included are glossary words from earlier grades, so this is an 
opportunity for review. Invite students to defi ne these words. Use examples 
or connections to link their knowledge to the correct defi nition. Record 
students’ responses on chart paper. This will help students understand some 
of the more challenging words. Sample defi nitions:

• Nazareth is the place where Jesus grew up.

• The Sabbath refers to the seventh day of the week (Exodus 20:8 –11), 
a day of religious worship and rest. 

• A synagogue is a building where Jewish people go to pray.

• Anointed refers to the custom of rubbing oil on someone, such as when a 
king takes the throne; Jesus was anointed by God for a special mission.

• The Messiah is the anointed one, Jesus, who came to save God’s people.

Post the following questions on chart paper or an interactive whiteboard. 
Have students work with a partner to read the passage again, pausing along 
the way to fi nd the answers in the text or provide their own responses. 
Possible answers include the following: 

• How would the Israelites have learned about God’s kingdom? 
(They would have learned from the prophets and their scripture, the 
Old Testament.)

• How can you tell that Jesus regularly practised His Jewish faith? (Jesus 
went to the synagogue, “as usual.”) 

• Jesus reads from the prophet Isaiah (Isaiah 61:1–2). Who do you think 
Isaiah is describing? How do you know? (Isaiah is describing the 
Messiah, which means the anointed one. The Old Testament teaches of 
a great king to come who will rule in a new way.)

• In Luke 4:19, Jesus says that the Spirit of the Lord “…has sent me to 
proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let 
the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.” How 
does this way of ruling compare with the way ruling is described in the 
passage from 1 Chronicles 29 on the same Student Book page? (Isaiah’s 
anointed one is gentle and compassionate.1 Chronicles describes a 
powerful, victorious, majestic, and mighty ruler.)

• What does Jesus mean when He says, “Today this scripture has been 
fulfi lled in your hearing” (Luke 4:21)? (The prophet Isaiah foretold a 
ruler like this would come. Jesus announces He is the one about whom 
the prophet foretold. Jesus is sent by God to bring the kingdom of God to 
Earth. This kingdom will be one of love, freedom, and compassion.)

Post the chart paper with the 
key words in the classroom 
and revisit the defi nitions 
as necessary with students 
throughout the lesson.

TEACHING
TIP

We Read the 
Bible

“The Spirit of the Lord 
is on me, because he 
has anointed me to bring 
good news to the poor. He 
has sent me to proclaim 
release to the captives and 
recovery of sight to the 
blind, to let the oppressed 
go free, to proclaim the 
year of the Lord’s favour.”

                 (Luke 4:18–19)

Students may need to refer 
back to the comparison chart on 
Student Book page 117.

TEACHING
TIP
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• Why didn’t everyone believe Jesus was the Messiah? (People were 
expecting a great king and Jesus was just someone they knew who had 
grown up in Nazareth. People did not think He was anyone special. 
A kingdom built upon love, freedom, and compassion was not the type of 
kingdom expected.)

Invite students to close their eyes while you read the passage slowly one 
more time. Before you start, direct students to imagine they are with Jesus 
in the synagogue. Have them think about what they would see, what they 
would hear, what they would smell, how they would feel, what others are 
doing, and how others are reacting. Consider playing “Open My Heart to 
Your Love” (Christian meditation music) before, during, and after reading 
to set a meditative atmosphere.

After the fi nal reading, gather students for prayer. Tell them that they have 
just experienced a quiet moment with Jesus as He announced to the people 
from His home in Nazareth that He was the one the prophets had taught 
about, and as He proclaimed the love, freedom, and compassion that comes 
with the kingdom of God.

After

Checkpoint Read the Checkpoint question on Student Book page 123. 
Have students discuss their answer with a partner and then write a response 
in their journals.

1. How did Jesus fulfi ll the Old Testament prophecies about the kingdom of 
God on Earth? (He was the Messiah. The prophecies were fulfi lled in His 
presence—He was here on Earth. He came to establish the kingdom of 
God on Earth; He proclaimed the kingdom.)

Refer back to Jesus reading the prophet Isaiah from a scroll. Remind 
students that scripture teaches us important lessons about God. Ask 
students to think of the most important thing they learned today, and then 
to write it on a scroll they draw. (They may use the image on Student Book 
page 123 for guidance.) Alternatively, have students create a scroll by 
rolling a strip of parchment paper around two pencils for handles. 

Ask: What did you learn today? Revisit the Learning Goal that you posted 
with students.

Day 2: Explore Our Faith

Learning Goal: We are learning that Baptism is a sign that we are entering 
the kingdom of God.

Before

Post the Learning Goal in the classroom and discuss with students what 
they will be learning about today.

Checkpoint questions provide 
an opportunity to assess 
students’ knowledge of the 
content addressed in the 
previous section of the Student 
Book. Listen to student 
responses in discussions and 
conference with students about 
their written work.

ASSESSMENT 
OPPORTUNITY
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Gather students in prayer. Begin with the Sign of the Cross and pray:

Loving God, You sent Jesus to establish your kingdom built on love, 
freedom, and compassion. May we do your will today so you may work 
through us to continue to build your kingdom on Earth. We ask this 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

End with the Sign of the Cross.

Tell students to imagine that a celebrity of their choosing is going to visit 
the school next week. Ask them what they would plan to prepare for that 
person’s arrival (responses might include decorations, food, music or other 
entertainment, posters, newspaper reporters, people dressed nicely, repairs 
to the school). Now ask them to imagine that Jesus was to visit the school 
next week. Have students again brainstorm how they would prepare for this 
special visitor.

Lead students in an analysis of the kinds of preparation they thought of 
for these two visitors. Ask: How are the preparations the same, and how 
are they diff erent? (responses to look for: preparations for Jesus would 
include both outward preparations [e.g., decorations, nice clothing, food] 
and inward preparations [e.g., prayer opportunities, personal refl ection as 
to whether or not we are living Christ-like lives])

Explain to students that the focus of the day’s lesson will be on the 
sacrament of Baptism and how we prepare ourselves to receive Jesus.

During

Distribute to each student a K–W–L chart, or have students create the 
three-column chart in their notebooks with the following headings:

K—What I know
W—What I want to know
L—What I learned

Students will work with a partner to list what they know about Baptism 
in the fi rst column of the chart. Invite student pairs to share their responses 
with the class. Record their responses on a master chart visible to all 
students. Students may add to this column of their chart if they are 
reminded of other things they know about Baptism. Next, have students 
list what they would like to know about Baptism in the second column of 
the chart. Again, invite student pairs to share their responses with the class. 
Students may add to this column of their chart if they are reminded about 
other things they would like to know about Baptism.

Read the text about Baptism under the heading Entering God’s Kingdom 
on Student Book page 124. Check student understanding and clarify any 
terms or concepts. After the reading, have students add information to the 
third column of their K–W–L charts to identity what new information 
they learned about Baptism.

Remind students that Baptism is a sacrament. Sacraments are actions of 
Christ and of the Church through which Christ touches us and transforms 

Observe and listen to students as 
they complete the K–W–L chart 
to assess their prior knowledge 
of and experience with the 
sacrament of Baptism, and their 
understanding of the information 
presented in the Student Book.

ASSESSMENT 
OPPORTUNITY

Be aware of students who 
are not baptized. If they ask 
whether they are children of 
God or whether the Holy Spirit 
is available to them, explain 
that we believe the Holy Spirit 
helps all people to know Jesus 
Christ. It is the work of the Holy 
Spirit that brings people into 
the Church. Even if a person 
is not baptized, we believe the 
work of the Holy Spirit is not 
limited to the boundaries of the 
Church. Our hope is that the Holy 
Spirit will work in the person’s 
heart and prompt a response to 
God’s grace and the invitation of 
Baptism. God loves all people, 
even if they are not baptized 
(Gaudium Et Spes 22, Part 1, 
Chapter 1).

RESPONDING TO
   SENSITIVE TOPICS

LANGUAGE
CONNECTION
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us in a saving way. Baptism begins our new life “in Jesus.” This means that 
we are clothed in Christ, through the Holy Spirit. Once we know this, we 
should try to live up to it by imitating Christ. We become a child of God 
and are marked as belonging to Jesus and to His Church. We can enter the 
kingdom of God, and we are given new life and the promise of eternal life 
if we keep the faith and live as Jesus lived. Baptism gives us strength, 
faith, and hope.

At Home Read the At Home feature together on Student Book page 124. 
Encourage students to ask their parents or caregivers to show them photos 
of their Baptism or that of a friend or relative. For those students not 
baptized, ask them to consider who has helped them in their faith journey 
since they were young. Students may share their answer to this question 
in class and respond in their journals.

Give student pairs a Bible and have them fi nd Matthew 3. Ask students 
to read passages 3, 5–6, and 11. Tell students that the words from Matthew 
3:2 were spoken by John the Baptist at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry. 

John the Baptist was telling people that an amazing thing was about to 
happen: the kingdom of God was going to be a reality on Earth. Jesus, 
the Son of God, would make this kingdom present. John told the people 
to prepare for this coming by repenting.

Ask students to recall what the word repent means. (to turn away from 
sin and to turn toward God) Recall that we similarly prepare our hearts 
during Advent for the coming of Jesus at Christmas. It is for this reason 
that Matthew 3:1–12 is read on the second Sunday of Advent during 
Year A. Later, in Matthew 4:17, it is Jesus who proclaims,“Repent, for 
the kingdom of heaven has come near.” Matthew uses the term kingdom 
of heaven rather than the term kingdom of God. Both terms are 
interchangeable.

Matthew 3:11 teaches that Jesus will baptize with the Holy Spirit. Ask: 
What do you remember about the Holy Spirit from Grade 3? (the Holy 
Spirit was sent by Jesus to teach us and guide us so that throughout our 
lives we can witness our faith in our words and actions. The gifts of 
the Holy Spirit help us to love God and one another as members of the 
Body of Christ.)

Give student pairs time to complete the third column of the K–W–L chart 
to describe what they have learned about Baptism. Invite student pairs 
to share their responses with the class. Record their answers on the master 
K–W–L chart. Answers in the fi nal column of the K–W–L chart could 
include the following:

• John the Baptist baptized Jesus.

• Jesus told the Apostles to continue to baptize people in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

• Baptism is a sacrament of initiation when we are welcomed into 
our faith.

• Baptism begins our new life in Jesus.

ABC

We Read the 
Bible

“Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven has come near.”…

Then the people of 
Jerusalem and all Judea 
were going out to him, 
and all the region along 
the Jordan, and they were 
baptized by him in the river 
Jordan, confessing their 
sins.…

“I baptize you with water 
for repentance, but one 
who is more powerful than 
I is coming after me; I am 
not worthy to carry his 
sandals. He will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit…”

(Matthew 3:2, 5–6, 11)

Observe and listen to students 
as they complete their 
K–W–L charts to assess their 
understanding of the signs of 
God’s presence in the sacrament 
of Baptism.

ASSESSMENT 
OPPORTUNITY
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• Baptism makes us part of Jesus’ Church.

• Jesus baptizes with the Holy Spirit.

• Baptism connects us to God and the promise of salvation.

• Through Baptism, God forgives our sins.

• Baptism blesses us with gifts of faith, hope, and love to share on our 
journey as Christians in the kingdom of God.

After

Have students check their K–W–L charts to recall what they already know 
about Baptism. Ask students to discuss with a partner what they already 
know about the role of water in Baptism and to add their ideas to their 
chart. Then ask: What does water symbolize in this sacrament? (washes 
away our sins; makes us spiritually clean; new life in Jesus)

Ask students where else they have seen water used in church. Responses 
might include the following:

• People bless themselves with water when they enter the church.

• Sometimes the priest sprinkles water on the people at the beginning 
of Mass.

• They have seen water sprinkled on rings at a wedding or a casket 
at a funeral.

• There is a sacred place in the church where water is used for Baptism.

• Water is used by the priest to wash his hands during the preparation of 
the altar and gifts (during the off ertory).

• Water is used to clean the vessels used for the Body and Blood of Christ 
after communion.

Explain to students that water is very important in the practice of our 
faith. Blessed water, or holy water, is an example of a sacramental. Ask 
students to recall the defi nition of a sacramental and other examples of 
sacramentals. (A sacramental is a blessed object, prayer, or action that 
brings us closer to God. These objects or rituals have received the Church’s 
blessing, and people can then use them as reminders of something holy, 
or to help them feel closer to God. Examples include a rosary, palms, Sign 
of the Cross, genufl ecting, or ashes on Ash Wednesday.)

Ask: How is blessed water, or holy water, a sacramental? (Holy water 
reminds us of the water of our Baptism. It connects us again to that 
sacrament of initiation.)

Allow student pairs time to add what they have learned about the role of 
water in the sacrament of Baptism to their K–W–L chart. Conclude the 
discussion by looking at the images on Student Book page 125 of water 
being used as a symbol and sacramental by the Church: by a priest when 
baptizing a baby, by a priest sprinkling holy water in an aspergillum, and by 
people blessing themselves with holy water from a font. Invite students to 
share their knowledge of what is happening in each photograph.

Observe and listen to student 
pairs discuss these questions, 
to assess their understanding of 
water as symbol in the sacrament 
of Baptism, and how blessed 
water serves as a sacramental to 
remind us of our Baptism.

ASSESSMENT 
OPPORTUNITY

LANGUAGE
CONNECTION
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Let Us Pray Read the Let Us Pray feature on Student Book page 125. 
Prior to the lesson, contact the local parish to obtain some holy water that 
may be used for a blessing. Alternatively, when the local priest or deacon 
visits the school, ask that some water be blessed for use at a later time. 
Ask students to take a moment to recall what water symbolizes. Consider 
having students “sign” one another using the holy water and saying the 
prayer in the Student Book or a prayer written in their own words. Have 
students refl ect on how they will go forth to love and serve God over the 
coming days. Play “The Kingdom of God” and have students sing along.

Checkpoint Read the Checkpoint question on Student Book page 125. 
Have students work fi rst with a partner to answer question and then discuss 
their answers as a class.

1.  What does it mean when we are baptized in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit? (Original sin is erased and personal 
sins are forgiven; we begin our new life in Jesus and become part of His 
Church; we receive the Holy Spirit and are connected to God and the 
promise of salvation; we enter God’s kingdom.)

Refl ect and Connect

Ask: What did you learn today? Revisit the Learning Goal that you posted 
with students. 

Have students imagine they will be hosting a dinner and Jesus will be the 
guest of honour. Have the class brainstorm how they will need to prepare 
other guests for coming to this special dinner with Jesus. Ask: What advice 
would you put on an invitation to prepare guests for an evening with Jesus? 
(e.g., arrive with a loving and generous heart; be sure to wear your most 
beautiful smile)

Have students design an invitation for their guests to a dinner with Jesus. 
They can do this in their journals or make an invitation separately and glue 
that into their journals.

Day 3: Explore Our Faith

Learning Goal: We are learning how we can bring the “living water” (love) 
of Christ to others when we work for justice in our world.

Before

Post the Learning Goal in the classroom and discuss with students what 
they will be learning about today.

Have students sit quietly and then ask them: What does God expect from 
you today? Invite students to refl ect for a few moments and ponder this 
question. Consider playing “I Hear His Voice” (Christian meditation music) 
to help students focus. 

Checkpoint questions provide 
an opportunity to assess 
students’ knowledge of the 
content addressed in the 
previous section of the Student 
Book. Listen to student 
responses in discussions and 
conference with students about 
their written work.

ASSESSMENT 
OPPORTUNITY

ABC

Send students home with 
LM 3-5: An Experience of 
Baptism. Have students 
work with their parents 
or caregivers to complete 
the sheet to describe 
a Baptism they have 
witnessed. This may be 
the Baptism of the student, 
another family member, or 
a friend. If the family has 
not attended a Baptism, 
they can view one online 
(emphasize that they 
search “Catholic Baptism”). 
Ask students to return the 
completed line master to 
school by Day 4. You may 
choose another time, but 
consider using the lesson 
activities provided in Day 4 
for discussing LM 3-5.

At Home

with Family

In the 
ParishABC
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Bring this time of refl ection to a close by gathering students in prayer. 
Off er a prayer such as the following:

Dear God, May the Spirit we received at Baptism guide us today so that 
we may be of service to you. We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Begin and end with the Sign of the Cross.

Remind students of the many ways water is used in the Church (e.g., in 
Baptism, when we bless ourselves on entering the church, by the priest 
sprinkling holy water during special times in the liturgical year, such as 
Easter, to remind us of our Baptism). Explain that today they will read 
a story that will focus on water.

Discuss with students the two meanings of the word thirsty (or to thirst). 
Ask students what they normally think the word thirsty means (it is the 
body telling us it needs water; the body feels the need to drink). Tell 
students our bodies need water every day to be healthy. When the body 
feels it is lacking the water it needs, it will “thirst” for water to make us 
feel the need to drink. 

Then explain that thirst can have another meaning as well. Ask students 
if they have ever heard phrases such as “thirst for knowledge,” “thirst for 
happiness,” or “thirst for power.” Ask: What do you think this use of thirst 
means? (to have a great desire for; to crave)

During

Tell students that you will, as a class, be reading a story about Mr. Jerome’s 
class. This story refers to a scripture story in which Jesus encounters a 
woman at a well. Ask: What is a well? (a dug hole, or a structure, in the 
ground that allows water to be drawn up to the surface from water sources 
below the ground). Jesus knows the woman “thirsts” for something besides 
water. Her spirit thirsts for something that will make her feel happy and 
whole. She has a spiritual thirst, and Jesus off ers her “living water.” It is 
the gift of Himself and His love. A belief in Jesus Christ is what she needs 
to fi nd eternal happiness.

Further information to set the context for the student story is summarized 
below. Gauge the amount of preteaching that may be required in class, 
given student readiness. The scripture referenced in the story is Jesus 
and the Woman of Samaria (John 4:1–42). This is a lengthy story full of 
symbolism. Students may not have heard this story yet. Students need not 
know all the details of John’s account in order to understand the reference 
in the Student Book. The key points include the following:

• Jesus is travelling alone back to Galilee through Samaria.

• He stops at a well to rest and encounters a Samaritan woman who has 
gone to the well alone to draw water.

• Jesus says to her, “Give me a drink.”

• The woman was surprised because a Jewish man would not normally 
speak to a woman from Samaria.

Note that the activities in this 
lesson are richly connected to 
the Language curriculum and 
may allow for an extension of 
the lesson into the language 
teaching block.

TEACHING
TIP

We Read the 
Bible

In John 7:37–38, Jesus 
says, …“Let anyone who 

is thirsty come to me, and 

let the one who believes in 

me drink.”… God offers a 
similar invitation in Isaiah 
55:1 saying, “Ho, everyone 

who thirsts, come to the 

waters;”… Jesus, as God 
among us, offers us life. 
Jesus pours out His Spirit 
on those who believe, and 
we receive that Spirit at 
Baptism.

DI
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• Jesus responds, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying 
to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have 
given you living water.”

• Jesus also plays with the double meaning of thirst to compare the 
well water and the living water He has just off ered saying, “Everyone 
who drinks of this water [well water] will be thirsty again, but those 
who drink of the water that I will give them [living water] will never 
be thirsty. The water I will give will become in them a spring of water 
gushing up to eternal life.”

• Later in the conversation, the woman says to Jesus, “I know that Messiah 
is coming” (who is called the Christ). “When he comes, he will proclaim 
all things to us.” Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one who is speaking 
to you.”

• The woman believes and returns to tell others of her encounter with 
the Messiah. 

• The story concludes by stating, “Many Samaritans from that city believed 
in him because of the woman’s testimony.…”

• Others go to Jesus and many more believe because of His word. They say 
to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, 
for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly the 
Saviour of the world.”

• The story shows how Jesus satisfi es us in a way that nothing else can. 
Just as our bodies and all of God’s creatures need water to survive and 
fl ourish, the woman at the well learned that an encounter with Jesus 
changed her and satisfi ed her in the same way water satisfi es our thirst.

Have students turn to the story A Spring of Living Water on Student 
Book page 126. Read the fi rst two pages as students follow along. Use 
the following or similar questions to promote critical thinking and check 
comprehension. Have students work in pairs to fi nd the passages in the 
story referred to in the questions. Then invite student pairs to share their 
answer with the class.

• What does social justice mean? (the concept of fairness to all people; 
it is concerned with the fair distribution of wealth, opportunities, and 
privileges in society; it involves working for the common good of 
everyone, based on Catholic principles and an understanding that each 
person is created in the image of God and has dignity that must be 
respected and protected)

• Zoey reads from the Bible (John 4:13–14). Find that passage in your 
Student Book. Who do you think is speaking in this passage? (Jesus)

• Olivia says she is preparing for her Christian Initiation at the Easter 
Vigil. What does this mean? (She is preparing to become a member of 
the Catholic Church and will be welcomed into the Church at the 
Easter Vigil.)

• What does William mean when he quotes his grandmother as saying that 
“water connects all living things”? (All living things need water; it is a 
characteristic all living things share.)

Listen to student responses to 
assess their understanding of 
the way humans are called to 
be responsible stewards of all 
creation.

ASSESSMENT 
OPPORTUNITY

We Read the 
Bible

TECHNOLOGY
OPPORTUNITY

To facilitate a shared reading of 
the story on Student Book 
page 126, consider projecting 
the eText version on a computer 
or an interactive whiteboard.

LANGUAGE
CONNECTION
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Invite a volunteer to read Student Book page 128 (beginning at “Mason 
leaned forward at the table…”). Discuss the following questions, having 
students work in pairs and then share their answer for each question with 
the class:

• What does stewardship mean? (All of creation is a gift from God; 
stewardship of creation means to care for creation because we love 
God and are thankful for God’s gifts.)

• Mr. Jerome says Olivia might be looking at stewardship in too narrow a 
way. What does he mean? (stewardship is about all creation, including 
humans; Olivia was focusing on the water; she also needed to focus on 
the humans who need protection and help)

Invite another volunteer to read each of Student Book pages 129–131 
(beginning at “As Mr. Jerome moved on to another group…”). Discuss 
the following questions after each page or at the end of the story, having 
students work in pairs and then share their answer for each question 
with the class:

• William says the project should be about “the right to water.” What does 
this mean? (All humans need access to clean water to survive; this is a 
basic need and should be given to all; it is a human right.)

• Olivia explains to the class that they wanted to think of a project where 
they could be like Jesus, the living water given to the woman at the 
well. What does it mean to say that Jesus is the living water? (Jesus 
knows the woman “thirsts” for something that will make her feel happy 
and whole. She has a spiritual thirst, and Jesus off ers her “living water.” 
It is the gift of Himself and His love. A belief in Jesus Christ is what she 
needs to fi nd eternal happiness).

• Mason says there are hundreds of millions of people who do not have 
access to clean drinking water. Why do you think this is? (The land is 
dry and water is scarce; people live in poverty and there is no plumbing 
system to bring water to homes; water is contaminated by animals or 
industries; large companies use water to make money and leave little 
for the people.)

• What is a water walk? (An event during which people walk a distance—
often very long—to a body of water to fi ll jugs with water and then return 
to the starting point. It gives walkers a sense of what people around the 
world must do to access water daily. It builds empathy, awareness, 
and solidarity.)

• Why do you think it is important to build wells as a way to help those 
in need of water? (People will not need to risk using water sources that 
could be polluted; children may have the opportunity to go to school if 
they do not need to travel far every day for water; schools could be built 
near wells to allow more young people an opportunity to be educated.)

• What does solidarity mean? (coming together in unity, for a common 
cause)

To help students who may 
need support in reading and 
comprehension, consider, 
as an alternative to having 
volunteers read from the story, 
inviting student pairs to read the 
text together to the class. Pair 
students with varying levels of 
reading profi ciency.

DIFFERENTIATED
INSTRUCTIONDI

Listen to student responses to 
assess their understanding of the 
ways we are called to improve 
the conditions of human life.

ASSESSMENT 
OPPORTUNITY

SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY
CONNECTION
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After

Explain that the Samaritan woman had an encounter with Jesus and went to 
tell others. Those who had a spiritual thirst then believed in Jesus. As they 
would say, “An encounter with Jesus changes you.”

The students in Mr. Jerome’s class have also had an encounter with Jesus. 
They have been baptized and clothed with Christ. They have received the 
Holy Spirit, which strengthens them to live as the Body of Christ in the 
world. When we work for justice for others and for creation, we help break 
down the walls that divide people and see what unites us. We also bring 
others to Jesus, just as the Samaritan woman had. Those whose spirit 
thirsts may then receive the living water of Jesus’ love.

Ask students to refl ect on what they heard in the story. Ask: What inspired 
you? What do you want to learn more about? Allow students’ questions to 
direct further exploration and discussion. Consider the following:

• Explore water issues online.

• Have a student-led water awareness campaign in the school.

• Fill large jugs with water for students to carry back and forth when they 
wish to access the water fountain, to gain a small understanding of what 
it is like to haul water.

Note that some of the ideas here 
could be used by students in the 
unit inquiry task.

TEACHING
TIP

The My Faith Journey feature 
prompts students to refl ect 
on the practice of their faith. 
While the feature is not meant 
for formal assessment, you 
might use it as an opportunity 
to support students’ spiritual 
growth.

ASSESSMENT 
OPPORTUNITY

My Faith Journey 

Direct students’ attention to the My Faith Journey question on 
Student Book page 131 (How can I show that a relationship with 
Jesus has helped me be a better person?). 

Recall for students that an encounter with Jesus changes us. The 
more we come to know and love Jesus, the more we will act in ways 
pleasing to Jesus, according to His example. Jesus will help us to 
become better people and grow in holiness. We will show we are 
part of the kingdom of God by doing God’s work and serving God.

The students in Mr. Jerome’s class were changed by their encounter 
with Jesus. They committed to spreading the message that all 
children of God have the right to clean water to drink and to use 
to keep them healthy. The class also saw how they could become 
stewards of creation. 

Play a minute or two of “I Hear His Voice” (Christian meditation 
music) while students think about how their relationship with Jesus 
has helped them to be better people. Have them write their thoughts 
in their journals.

INQUIRY
OPPORTUNITY
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• Organize a water walk.

• Do a web search of images for “water shortage.”

• Develop a prayer service focusing on each person’s right to water.

• Have students launch an education campaign to ban disposable water 
bottles from the school. 

Gather students in prayer. Distribute LM 3-6: Prayer for Creation. Invite 
students to read it aloud along with you. Open and close the prayer with the 
Sign of the Cross. After, students may choose to add drawings to LM 3-6 
that represent the words of the prayer.

Refl ect and Connect

Ask: What did you learn today? Revisit the Learning Goal that you posted 
with students. 

Remind students that when we care for creation and others through a 
prayerful spirit, we live according to God’s will. We live Christ-like lives, 
according to our Baptism and serve God to build His kingdom on Earth. 
Have students refl ect on the following statements and write their thoughts 
in their journals.

Ways that I can

• steward (care for) God’s creation, especially water

• thank God for His gifts of creation

• commit to sharing the gifts of God’s creation with everyone

Day 4: Make It Your Own

Learning Goal: We are learning that people can be baptized at diff erent 
ages, but Baptism can occur only once and must be in the proper form.

Before

Post the Learning Goal in the classroom and discuss with students what 
they will be learning about today.

Have students take out LM 3-5: An Experience of Baptism, the At Home 
with Family activity sent home during Lesson 2, Day 2. Lead a short 
discussion and sharing of the responses recorded on the sheet, with a focus 
on the similarities and diff erences of baptismal rituals experienced by the 
families in the class.

Explain to students that although Baptism is a sacrament shared by most 
Christian communities (or denominations), the way Baptism is celebrated 
can vary from denomination to denomination. The age at which individuals 
may be baptized can also vary. The ways water is used in Baptism include 
sprinkling, pouring, and immersing.

• Students could choose one of 
the three topics and draw or 
write a poem about how they 
would do it, or write a contract 
promising God that they will 
commit to caring for creation 
or sharing God’s gifts.

• Students could create a small 
story booklet titled “I Am 
Thankful for…” with drawings 
of a different picture on each 
page. They could then share 
their booklets with a Grade 1 or 
2 class during Language Arts 
as a reading activity.

DIFFERENTIATED
INSTRUCTIONDI

Be sensitive to students who 
may not be baptized. If they ask 
whether they are children of 
God or whether the Holy Spirit 
is available to them, explain 
that we believe the Holy Spirit 
helps all people to know Jesus 
Christ. (For further guidance, see 
Responding to Sensitive Topics 
in Lesson 2, Day 2.)

RESPONDING TO
   SENSITIVE TOPICS

The Catholic Church recognizes 
Baptism with water in other 
denominations. However, only 
the Trinitarian formula, “in the 
name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit,” said 
by the one doing the Baptism, 
is deemed the valid form in the 
Catholic Church.

TEACHING
TIP
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During

Our Catholic Faith: What We Believe Direct students to read this feature 
on Student Book page 132. Ask students, by show of hands, how many 
families described on LM 3-5 have an experience of someone being 
baptized as a baby. Most Catholic parents make the loving decision to have 
their infants baptized to bring them into God’s family and the community 
of believers.

Explain to students that there are many reasons that someone might 
choose to become a member of the Catholic Church when they are older. 
For example, someone not Catholic might marry a member of the Catholic 
Church and might later decide that she or he also wishes to belong to 
the Church.

Individuals who are old enough to learn about the faith and to publicly state 
what they believe (profession of faith) participate in the Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults (RCIA) to become members of the Church. When it is 
felt they are ready, they are usually welcomed into the Church at the Easter 
Vigil and receive all three sacraments of initiation. Ask:

• What are the three sacraments of initiation? (Baptism, Confi rmation, 
Eucharist)

• Where else have you heard the word initiation used? (when people join a 
club, organization, team, or other group; it is the way someone becomes 
part of the group)

Acknowledge that, by Grade 4, many students may have received two 
sacraments of initiation. Ask students to name these sacraments (Baptism 
and Eucharist). There may be others in the class who already have all three 
sacraments of initiation. We would say they are fully initiated into the 
Catholic Church. 

Unless this is the norm in the diocese in your area, ask: Why might a 
student have all three sacraments of initiation by Grade 4? 

To help students answer this question, prompt them to think about what 
was just discussed with respect to the RCIA. (A student not baptized 
as an infant who chooses to join the Catholic Church when he or she is 
old enough to understand that choice would participate in the RCIA and 
receive all three sacraments of initiation.) In another case, a student might 
tell you that he or she has received the three sacraments of initiation 
because the family belongs to an Eastern Catholic or an Eastern Orthodox 
Church (e.g., Ukrainian Catholic or Greek Orthodox, respectively). 
Members of these Eastern churches receive the three sacraments of 
initiation as infants.

After

Draw students’ attention to the photos on Student Book page 132 showing 
three diff erent ways water is used to baptize a person. Remind students 
that Baptism is shared by all Christians, but that diff erent Christian 
communities (or denominations) may baptize using diff erent rituals and 
at diff erent ages. Emphasize that in the Catholic Church, the proper form 
of Baptism must be used to be considered valid—that is, Baptism “in the 

The age of reception of the 
sacraments of initiation may vary 
by diocese.

TEACHING
TIP

• The Rite of Christian Initiation 
of Adults (RCIA) may also be 
referred to as the Order of 
Christian Initiation of Adults 
(OCIA).

• Some students who are not 
baptized may attend Catholic 
elementary schools. According 
to Church law, a child, before 
the age of seven, may be 
initiated into the Catholic 
Church by being baptized. 
After completing Grade 2, 
a student can participate in 
appropriate instruction and 
receive the sacraments of 
Baptism, Confi rmation, and 
Eucharist together. There may 
be students in your class for 
whom this is the case.

TEACHING
TIP

Children who have completed 
Grade 2 or are older who 
desire to celebrate Baptism 
are prepared through their 
participation in the Rite of 
Christian Initiation for Adults.

TEACHING
TIP
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name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,” said by the one 
doing the Baptism (the Trinitarian formula).

For recall, ask: What happens when we are baptized in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit? (We begin our new life in 
Jesus and become part of His church; we receive the Holy Spirit and are 
connected to God and the promise of salvation; original sin is erased and 
personal sins are forgiven; we are blessed with gifts of faith, hope, and love 
to share on our journey as Christians in the kingdom of God.)

Have a student read aloud the fi rst statement in the Our Catholic Faith: 
What We Believe feature on Student Book page 132 (“For Catholics, 
the sacrament of Baptism can be received only once in a person’s life”). 
Explain that if someone is validly baptized in another Christian community 
(with water and in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit), 
they would not be baptized again if they wished to join the Catholic 
Church. They only need to make a profession of faith and receive the 
Sacraments of Confi rmation and the Eucharist.

Remind students that at each Mass, we publicly say (or profess) what we 
believe as Catholics in a prayer called a Creed. In the Nicene Creed, we say 
we believe in “one Baptism” for the forgiveness of sins. This shows how 
important this sacrament is for us. Baptism happens only once because 
its eff ects last forever—even beyond our death. We forever belong to God 
(although sanctifying grace can be lost if we commit serious sin).

Refl ect and Connect

Ask: What did you learn today? Revisit the Learning Goal that you posted 
with students.

Revisit the “I wonder…” chart begun in the Unit 3 opener. Invite students 
to share, as a class, answers they now know to some of the questions on the 
list. Write these on the chart paper. Invite students to add any questions that 
they may have at this time.

To refl ect on what they learned in Lesson 2, ask: How does Baptism help 
me live according to God’s will in the kingdom of God?

Prompt students by having them consider how membership in the 
community of the Church, begun at Baptism, has personally helped them 
understand what it means to live according to God’s will, or to live in a way 
that God expects. Allow students to share their thinking with a partner and 
then have them write their ideas in their journals.

Enrich and Extend

If possible, arrange for a class visit to the local parish for a tour of the 
church and to have a member of the parish team talk to students about the 
various times and ways water is used during liturgies, the meaning behind 
its use, and any ritual actions associated with its use.

Students should bring their journals to the church to make note of 
interesting facts or new learning. When students return to school, initiate a 
class discussion about the most interesting facts they learned. Ask students 

Baptisms performed in other 
church communities follow 
a different formula. Some 
evangelicals, for example, 
baptize in the name of Jesus 
only. Others baptize in the name 
of the Creator, Redeemer, or 
Sustainer.

TEACHING
TIP

INQUIRY
OPPORTUNITY

ABC
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if they have any questions that remain unanswered. Record these and 
attempt to answer them or follow up with the pastor or other member of the 
parish team for further information. 

Lead students in writing a class thank-you letter to the member of the 
parish team who showed the class around. In the letter, students should 
state the most interesting thing they learned, explaining their choice. Also 
have students describe how their experience at the church will help them 
understand the information they are learning at school, and how it will 
change the way they experience and understand the liturgy.

Chapter 7 Growing in Faith

Recall with students that they have learned in this chapter that the kingdom 
of God is unlike an earthly kingdom. God’s kingdom is the realization 
of God’s plan of salvation. Jesus is the Messiah who brings the kingdom 
to Earth. When we are baptized, we are called to take part in God’s plan of 
salvation and to serve God as He builds His kingdom.

Draw students’ attention to the Growing in Faith questions on Student Book 
page 132. Read the questions together to make sure students understand 
them. Have students work in pairs or small groups to discuss the questions 
and then record their responses individually in their journals.

Focus: How does Baptism link us to the kingdom of God and God’s plan 
for salvation? (Baptism begins our new life in Jesus and makes us part of 
His Church. Through Baptism we are united with God and the promise 
of salvation. Original sin is erased and our personal sins are forgiven, and 
we are blessed with gifts of faith, hope, and love to share on our journey 
as Christians in the kingdom of God.)

Deepen Your Faith: How can I show my willingness to participate in the 
kingdom of God? (Answers will vary but should include these ideas: I can 
share the gifts of faith, hope, and love, received in Baptism, on my journey 
as a Christian in the kingdom of God; I can show others, by my example, 
the love of God; I can work for justice and be living water for others.)

If a tour of the local church is not 
possible, see whether another 
member of the parish team could 
visit the classroom to explain 
water’s use within the liturgy. 
Request that an aspergillum 
(a sprinkler), for example, be 
brought to show students 
what the priest uses during the 
sprinkling rite. Photos at the local 
parish could also be taken and 
projected in class if a visit is not 
practical.

TEACHING
TIP

LANGUAGE
CONNECTION

Observe and listen as students 
discuss the questions, and 
examine their responses to 
assess their understanding of 
the kingdom of God.

ASSESSMENT 
OPPORTUNITY
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