
Grade 4 
Student Book
Sample Chapter 

This sample chapter is for preview only. Please do not copy or distribute.



 

Chapter

• What do I know about the kingdom of God?

• How am I part of God’s kingdom?

• Why is the kingdom of God important to me?

The kingdom of God is not a place you can see on a 
map, and no human can be its king or queen. Instead, 
the kingdom of God is everywhere that God reigns, 
in Heaven and on Earth. God’s kingdom is one of love 
and care for us. It includes His plan to save us from sin 
and to welcome us to be with Him in Heaven. That 
is why God’s kingdom is often called the kingdom 
of Heaven.

God’s kingdom is the perfect heavenly kingdom, 
where we hope to go after living a holy life. It is also 
the kingdom that Christ started on Earth, where every 
day we strive to live a holy life. 

  

7 What Is the Kingdom  
of God? 

The kingdom of God is 
everywhere.  ▼  

116 Unit 3
©P



The Kingdom of God  
Is Not an Earthly Kingdom
In the Old Testament, the prophets told about the 
coming of a Messiah, a saviour who would teach 
people about God’s love for them and about His 
kingdom. People knew about earthly kingdoms, so 
they expected God to send a king like the ones who 
ruled great lands. It was a surprise to many when God 
sent His Son, Jesus, to reveal a kingdom that was not at 
all like other kingdoms.  

The kingdom of God is different from any 
earthly kingdom.

For God so loved 
the world that he 
gave his only Son, so 
that everyone who 
believes in him may 
not perish but may 
have eternal life.  

—John 3:16

We Read  
the Bible

In an earthly kingdom… In God’s kingdom…

•  The king or queen is only human 
and can make mistakes. The power 
of a king or queen is not always used 
for good.

•  God has infinite wisdom and 
unlimited power. God’s kingdom 
is created and ruled by Him for the 
good of all.

•  God’s kingdom is divine.

•  The focus is on protecting the people 
who live there and defending the land 
and its borders.

•  The focus is on helping people grow 
in faith and love.

• God’s kingdom is spiritual.

•  Only the people who live in that 
kingdom are included.

•  All people are invited because the 
kingdom of God is all God’s creation. 
It is everywhere. 

• God’s kingdom is universal.

•  A king or queen’s reign ends when 
he or she dies or if another power 
overthrows that kingdom.

•  God’s reign and His kingdom have 
no end. Even when we die, we join 
God’s kingdom in Heaven.

• God’s kingdom is eternal.
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Jesus Brings God’s Kingdom
The ancient Israelites waited a very long time for God 
to send the Messiah. They called Him the Chosen 
One or Anointed One. They expected a powerful ruler 
who would throw out their enemies and keep the land 
safe from others. When Jesus was born into a humble 
family from Nazareth, many people thought, “Surely, 
this can’t be our Messiah.”

When Jesus grew up and began His ministry, many 
people still wondered, “Can this be the Messiah?” Jesus 
was not trying to take over from the Roman rulers. 
He was not forming an army or starting a rebellion 
to push the Romans out. Instead, Jesus preached 
forgiveness and love. He even welcomed outsiders. 

The people who did not believe that Jesus was 
God’s Chosen One could imagine only a human 
kingdom. They failed to see that Jesus was building 
God’s kingdom all around them. 

  The people who listened to Jesus with an open 
heart learned about God’s love and forgiveness. 

They heard the Good News about the kingdom of 
God both in this world and the next. They knew 

in their hearts, “This is our Messiah! Thanks be 
to God!”

CheckPoint   

1.  What is the kingdom of God?
2. What are the characteristics of the kingdom of God? 
3. What two things did Jesus preach about the kingdom of God?
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God’s Plan for Our Salvation 
God’s kingdom is a kingdom of love and forgiveness. 
God sent Jesus as the Messiah to save all humankind 
from sin. God’s plan for His kingdom includes the 
plan for our salvation. Salvation is God’s gift of new 
life, healing, and forgiveness. God gives us this gift so 
we can become our best selves. Jesus is our friend and 
companion on our journey to salvation. Through His 
life and teachings, He shows us how to live. 

Our Journey  
to Salvation

We are all on a journey toward 
God, and He has given us the 
way back to Him. That is His 

plan of salvation. If we live 
our lives as Jesus teaches us, we 

will arrive at eternal life  
in Heaven with God.

People stray from God 
God saw that many people were 
choosing to disobey Him. They  
had forgotten their Creator  
and the promises they had  
made to live in God’s light.

“Rather, your iniquities have  
been barriers between you  
and your God, and your sins have  
hidden his face from you...”  

—Isaiah 59:2

●

God creates man and woman in His 
image. They commit the first sin. 
God created Adam and Eve and blessed 
them with many gifts, such as life, love, 
holiness, and free will. They chose to 
disobey God’s will and committed the 
original sin. That original sin changed 
them and was passed on to future 
generations.

“So God created humankind in his image, 
in the image of God he created them; 
male and female he created them.”

—Genesis 1:27

●
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Jesus, the Messiah, is born
God fulfilled His promise by sending His Son, 
Jesus, to be the Messiah, the Saviour of all 
people. At Jesus’ birth, an angel of the Lord 
announced this good news.

“But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be 
afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news 
of great joy for all the people: to you is born 
this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is 
the Messiah, the Lord.’”   

                                                                     —Luke 2:10–11

●

God promises a Messiah
God spoke to the prophets about His plan of 
salvation and the Messiah who was to come. 
The prophets joyfully shared the news of this 
promise with the people of Israel.

“But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are 
one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall 
come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, 
whose origin is from of old, from ancient days.”   

—Micah 5:2

● Jesus proclaims God’s kingdom
Throughout His ministry, Jesus proclaimed the 
kingdom of God on Earth. 

“...Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good 
news of God, and saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, 
and the kingdom of God has come near; 
repent, and believe in the good news.’”

—Mark 1:14–15

●

The way to salvation is through Jesus
Jesus taught us about God’s mercy, forgiveness, and 
love. Through His life and death and through His 
mission and message, Jesus saves us all from sin, 
restores us, and heals us. Jesus is the way to the 
kingdom of God and eternal life with God in Heaven. 

“Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we do not know where 
you are going. How can we know the way?’ Jesus 
said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me.’”

—John 14:5–6

●
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Jesus starts the Church
Before Jesus ascended to Heaven, He created the Church. The 
mission of the Church is to spread the Good News. In this way, 
every nation and every generation learns about God’s plan of 
salvation and the kingdom of God.

“And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit,...’”                                   —Matthew 28:18–19

●

The Holy Spirit comes at Pentecost 
As Jesus promised, when He ascended into 
Heaven, the Holy Spirit descended on the 
Apostles, giving them courage to continue 
their mission.

“All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit 
and began to speak in other languages, as 
the Spirit gave them ability.” 

—Acts 2:4

●

We are united with Jesus in Heaven 
God has a place in Heaven for those who 
are faithful to Him on Earth. In Heaven 
we join in the community of saints for all 
eternity with the Father.

“This is indeed the will of my Father, that 
all who see the Son and believe in him may 
have eternal life; and I will raise them up 
on the last day.”

—John 6:40

●

Words to 
Inspire

In a word, the 
kingdom of God is  
the manifestation 
and the realization of 
God’s plan of salvation 
in all its fullness. 

—St. John Paul II, 
Redemptoris Missio, 11, 15
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Focus on Scripture  

We worry about so many things in our daily lives. In 
Matthew 6:25–33, however, Jesus reminds us that our 
worries are less if we focus on the kingdom of God and 
on receiving God’s love.

Jesus told us that God’s kingdom will 
come as His will is done on Earth like it 
is in Heaven. The more we turn toward 
God and open ourselves to His love 
and His will, the more we understand 
that we must share that love with one 
another. That way, our worries will 
be less and, more importantly, God’s 
kingdom will spread on Earth.

Jesus said: “Therefore I tell you, do not worry 
about your life, what you will eat or what you will 
drink, or about your body, what you will wear... 
Your heavenly Father knows that you need all 
these things.”   

—Matthew 6:25–32

“But strive first for the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness, and all these things will be given 
to you as well.” 

—Matthew 6:33

CheckPoint   

1. What does salvation mean?
2. What is God’s plan of salvation?
3. How is Jesus important to God’s plan for our salvation?
 

What does Jesus mean 
that we must “strive first” 
for God’s kingdom? He 
means we must first believe 
in God’s amazing power, 
goodness, and plan for us. 
Then we must accept God’s 
love and follow His will.        

Jesus knows our worries 
and needs.   

122 Unit 3
©P



CheckPoint   

1.  How did Jesus fulfill the Old Testament prophecies 
about the kingdom of God on Earth?  

What Scripture Tells Us
The people of Old Testament times knew that God 
was the true and everlasting King of kings. They had 
learned from their prophets and from Old Testament 
scripture that the promise of God’s kingdom was God’s 
plan of salvation.

For centuries, the Israelites longed for the coming 
of God’s kingdom. When Jesus came, their hopes 
were fulfilled. Jesus proclaimed the kingdom of God 
on Earth.

Yours, O Lord, are 
the greatness, the 
power, the glory, 
the victory, and the 
majesty; for all that 
is in the heavens and 
on the earth is yours; 
yours is the kingdom, 
O Lord, and you 
are exalted as head 
above all.… In your 
hand are power and 
might; and it is in 
your hand to make 
great and to give 
strength to all.
—1 Chronicles 29:11–12

We Read  
the Bible

Jesus went to Nazareth, where He had 
grown up. On the Sabbath day, He went, 
as usual, to the synagogue. He stood up 
to read and was handed the scroll of the 
prophet Isaiah. 

Jesus read aloud to those in the 
synagogue. “The Spirit of the Lord is 
upon me, because he has anointed me 
to bring good news to the poor.… Today 
this scripture has been fulfilled in your 
hearing.” (Luke 4:18, 21)

All who heard what Jesus said were 
amazed, but not everyone believed He 
was the Messiah.

 —Based on Luke 4:16–22
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At Home

Families often keep 
mementos of special 
moments. Look 
back through your 
photos for ones from 
your Baptism or the 
Baptism of a friend 
or relative. Who was 
there to celebrate? 
Who has helped you 
in your faith journey?

Entering God’s Kingdom
John the Baptist knew from the prophets that Jesus, 
the Messiah, was coming. God sent John the Baptist to 
help people prepare to receive Jesus, not in their homes 
but in their minds and hearts. That kind of preparing 
means repenting. When people repent, they sweep 
away thoughts that are not pleasing to God. They tidy 
their hearts by turning away from sin and asking for 
God’s forgiveness.

People went to John the Baptist to be baptized as 
a sign that they were repenting. After Jesus rose from 
the dead, he asked all the Apostles to baptize people in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. As a sacrament of initiation, Baptism begins our 
new life in Jesus and makes us part of His Church.

Baptism is also a sign that we are entering the 
kingdom of God. John the Baptist used water, but Jesus 
baptizes us with the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit guides 
us and helps us prepare to enter God’s kingdom.

Beginning Our Faith Journey
Through Baptism, we are connected to God and the 
promise of salvation. When we are baptized as babies, 
we are cleansed of original sin. If we are older, our 
personal sins are forgiven too. We are blessed with 
gifts of faith, hope, and love to share on our journey as 
Christians in the kingdom of God. We are also called to 
follow Jesus and to serve God during our life on Earth.

▼

  Water is an important symbol in our faith, 
representing eternal life. 
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When water has been blessed by a priest or deacon, it becomes holy water. Holy 
water is an important sacramental in our faith and a reminder of our Baptism.   

▲  A priest baptizing a 
baby with holy water.

▲  A priest using an aspergillum 
to sprinkle holy water on a 
casket.

▲  People dipping their 
fingers into a font 
of holy water and 
blessing themselves.

CheckPoint   

1.  What does it mean when we are baptized with water in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit? 

Let Us Pray

We can say a prayer asking God to bless others on their journey as they enter 
God’s kingdom. Consider saying the prayer below, or write one in your own words.

Lord, holy Father, look with kindness on your children redeemed by your Son 
and born to a new life by water and the Holy Spirit. Grant that they may be 
renewed in body and spirit and may make a pure offering of their service 
to you.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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A Spring of Living Water  
Mr. Jerome set a challenge for his students. He wanted them to 
decide on a social justice project that the class could organize as 
a special event for the end of the school year.

“Think about all we have learned in the last few weeks,” he 
told them. “Use that as your starting point.”

Students moved into groups to brainstorm ideas for a project, 
and their murmuring filled the room. William, Zoey, Mason, 
and Olivia were sitting together. It didn’t take long before ideas 
started to flicker in their heads as they recalled things  
Mr. Jerome had taught them. 

“I think the Bible verses Mr. Jerome read a week ago from 
Chapter 4 of John’s Gospel were inspiring,” said Zoey. “It was 
the story of the woman at the well who was thirsty for more 
than just water. She had a spiritual thirst. Jesus offered her the 
‘living water’ of His love.”
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Zoey picked up the Bible she had just brought to her desk 
and looked up the verse. When she found it, she read it aloud:

...Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but 
those who drink of the water that I will give them will never be 
thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a spring of 
water gushing up to eternal life. (John 4:13–14)

“Okay,” said Mason, “but what does that have to do with a 
social justice project? We have to think about something to do.”

“Hmmm,” said Olivia, thinking about what she was learning 
as she prepared for her Christian Initiation at the Easter Vigil. 
“If we want to use water in the project, maybe the idea of ‘living 
water’ could be part of it. Jesus poured the living water of His 
love into us so that we can do God’s work.” 

“‘Living water,’” said Mason. “I think that fits with social 
justice. What do you think, William?” he asked his friend. 

“I like the idea of water,” William said thoughtfully. “My 
grandmother says that water connects all living things. Water 
keeps us and Mother Earth alive and healthy.”
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Mason leaned forward at the table, his eyes lighting up. 
“Maybe the project could be about stewardship,” he said. 
“Maybe we could make people see how important it is for 
everyone in the world to be good water stewards.”  

“But how does that relate to living water?” asked Olivia. 
Leaning her head on her hand, she muttered, “Figuring out a 
good project is way harder than I thought it would be.” 

Mr. Jerome, who was checking in with each group, stopped 
by their table. “How are your ideas coming along?” he asked. He 
could tell they were struggling.

Olivia began, “We are wondering about a project that would 
spotlight the importance of the stewardship of water, and we 
were talking about the Bible story of the woman at the well. The 
trouble is we can’t figure out how they are connected. The water 
in the well didn’t have anything to do with protecting God’s 
creation.” She rested her head on her hand again, showing her 
frustration.

“Let’s think about this a bit more,” said Mr. Jerome. “Maybe 
you’re looking at stewardship in too narrow a way. We are meant 
to practise stewardship of all creation. So, you’re correct, this is 
about protecting the water of oceans and rivers and everything 
in our natural world. However, it is also about protecting our 
fellow human beings. That means helping people who are 
in need and doing God’s work.”
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As Mr. Jerome moved on to another group, William turned 
to his friends with excitement. “I think I know what the project 
might be!” he exclaimed. “It could be about the right to water. 
My cousin Mackenzie says there are millions of people around 
the world who don’t have clean water to drink.”  

 “I like that idea a lot,” said Mason, catching William’s 
excitement. “We can spread God’s message that all children of 
God have the right to clean water to drink and to use.”

Zoey and Olivia smiled and nodded in agreement. Now they 
had to explain their idea to the class.

Mr. Jerome called the class back together. He then asked each 
group to share the ideas they had for the class project. There 
were many really good ones.  

When it was her group’s turn, Olivia was the first to speak. 
“We wanted to think of a project where we would become like 
Jesus. We want to be the living water of love for others just as 
Jesus was the living water for the woman at the well.” 

Mason spoke next: “Having clean water to drink is a human 
right. But today hundreds of millions of people in the world 
aren’t able to get clean water.”
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Then William cleared his throat and took his turn. “We came 
up with the idea of planning a water walk. That’s an event where 
people walk to a lake or river with an empty bucket, fill it up 
with water, and then walk all the way home with the full bucket. 
It’s a way of showing how important clean water is.

“My grandmother took part in a water walk that went 
around the Great Lakes,” William continued. “She carried a 
bucket of water to show that even Indigenous peoples in Canada 
don’t always have clean drinking water.”

He paused for breath before finishing. “So, we think a water 
walk would be a good project. Water is vital for all life on Earth 
and is an important symbol of our faith.”
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William continued eagerly, trying not to talk too fast. “Our 
water walk would bring attention to the need for clean drinking 
water all over the world. To make the event even bigger, we 
would invite people from other churches in the community to 
join in. And we could ask people to sponsor us on the walk. The 
money we collect can be donated to an organization that builds 
wells where people are in need.”

The class listened raptly. So did Mr. Jerome.
It was clear from the reaction of everyone that this was the 

idea they loved best. Together, they would walk in solidarity for 
water rights around the world. 

My Faith Journey  

How can I show that a relationship with Jesus has helped me 
be a better person? 
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  Focus: How does Baptism link us to the 
kingdom of God and God’s plan for 
salvation? 

Deepen Your Faith: How can I show my 
willingness to participate in the kingdom 
of God?

For Catholics, the sacrament of Baptism 
can be received only once in a person’s 
life. Many Catholics are baptized as 
babies, but not all. People may seek to 
be baptized at any age. 
 Adults and older children can be 
baptized when they understand what 
it means and they are ready to make 
a profession of faith. To help them 
prepare for Baptism, they join a parish 
group to learn about what is called the 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. 

The group meets once a week to pray, 
reflect, and talk about what it means 
to be part of the Catholic community. 
Several months later, usually at the 
Easter Vigil, these people may receive 
the sacraments of initiation (Baptism, 
Confirmation, and Eucharist).
 Some Christian communities fully 
immerse a person in water three times 
at Baptism. Others sprinkle water or 
pour it on the forehead. In the Roman 
Catholic Church, only immersion or 
the pouring of water is done. 

A person may be baptized 
as a baby, as an older 
child, or as an adult.  ▼  

What We Believe
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