
COMING SEPTEMBER 2016
Fountas & Pinnell

Benchmark Assessment System 

THIRD EDITION

FEATURES OF THE NEW EDITION INCLUDE:

●● A refined comprehension conversation 

which accounts for more rigorous 

administration, analysis, and scoring

●● Updated Assessment Guide and 

Recording Forms

●● NEW Fountas & Pinnell Literacy 

Continuum, Expanded Edition

●● Updated leveled books include factual 

revisions to some nonfiction books and 

minor revisions to some fiction books

●● Enhanced digital delivery: All 

Recording Forms, summary forms, 

optional assessments, and videos will 

be available on the Fountas & Pinnell 

Online Resources

●● All NEW Professional Development and 

Tutorial videos

●● Updated Online Data Management 

System (ODMS) to accommodate 

both BAS 2nd edition and 3rd edition 

scoring

●● Updated BAS Reading Record App 

(available for separate purchase from 

Apple iTunes)

A MESSAGE FROM LITERACY LEADERS  
IRENE FOUNTAS AND GAY SU PINNELL  
ABOUT THE NEW, BENCHMARK ASSESSMENT 
SYSTEM, 3RD EDITION

         In our ongoing work in schools, we observed many 

teachers administering and scoring the comprehension 

conversations in the Benchmark Assessment System 2nd 

edition. It became clear that gaining strong behavioral 

evidence of understanding using talk as evidence was new 

or unfamiliar to many teachers. Many teachers were not 

having enough opportunity for continuous professional 

development in standardized administration and scoring. 

It was clear we needed to create additional guidance and 

structures to make the administration and scoring more 

standardized across teachers. Therefore, we created more 

detailed assessment guidelines. We also created new 

comprehension conversation rubrics to more clearly define 

the criteria for each comprehension score. With the clear 

guidelines and rubrics, we are confident that teachers will 

achieve consistency. The new guidelines and rubric will 

enable teachers to sharpen their observation of students’ 

reading behaviors and strengthen the connection from 

assessment to instruction. With refinement comes reflection. 

Reflect on your assessment analysis and observations, 

and engage in a discussion with colleagues to plan rich 

and comprehensive literacy experiences that meet 

learners where they are and bring them forward 

with intention and precision.
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